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PREFACE. 


HE Deſign of the following 
Eſſay is not to miniſter Fuel to 
thoſe Impure Flames which 
have conſum'di{o many parti- 
cular Perſons, Families, and Nations; but 
is intended as 4 Cavear and Warnimn to 
all thoſe who are guilty of that reigning 
Sin of UVztleanneſs, to repent and reform, 
leſt their Practices bring 4sgreat Or greater 
Judgments upon themſelves, andthe Na- 
tions wherein they live, as thoſe they will 
find here related: 32 
_ We have begun at the Creation, 'and 
trac'd this Sin, from its orig:na!, thro? all 
the molt remarkable Inſtances of it, from 
Lameth, the firſt whom we find upon Re- 
cord to have broken the divine In(titution 
of Marriage berwixt one Man and one 
Woman, to the time of Auguſtulas, the 
laſt of the Roman Emperors, (properly fo 
ctlld) who died about the Year of 
» i 2 Chrift 


Chriſt 476; 6 that,according to the vul- 
ar Account, we have run thro? the moiſt 
obſervable Inſtances that happen'd of this 


Tarture for the ſpace of 5190 Years. 


In the firſt place, we have takenall the 
Inſtances of the Od and New Teſtament, 


with che Notes of Commentators upon the 


Crimes and” Pan{{bments, and have now 
and"then intermix'd ſome Obſervations of 
our own. It's not doubted but this part 
will be pleaſantand edifying toall Men 
of ſober Minds, and may be of great uſe 
to be put intothe Hands of Youth, -as a 
good Monitor to beware of Toathfut Luſt s, 


_ againſt which they will ſee here that 


GOD. hath alk-along teſtified ſo. much 
Wrath, and' been-as good as his Word 
( if we! may make uſe of that familiar 
Expreſſion ) in puniſhing Whoremoneers 
and Aaulterers, It may be. alſo of uſe 
to confirm and ſtrengthen them againit 
the Blaſphemers of our Age, who cry 
down the Divine Authority - of the 
Scriptures, for here they will ind Proofs 
from Prophane Hiſtory, that thoſe Threat- 
nings denounced in the Holy Scriptures 
againlt Empires, Kingdoms, and Cities, 
for Vzcleanneſs and other Sins, were ex- 
actly fulfll'd ; as wall appear by the de- 
{truCtion of the Aſſyrian, Babylonian, and 

b: Per- 
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Perſian Empires, the ſeveral Captivities 
of the Jews, and the Deſtruttions of the 
Cities of Eabylon, Nineveh, and Jeruſa- 
lem, | oo 
They will here alſo meet with Sole. - 
2108s Charatter of Whoredom, Whoremon- 
gers, and Whores, collected from the ſe- 
veral Chapters of the. Proverbs, where 
he treats of that Sin, than which n6- 
thing can'be more aborminable and 0- 
dious, and ſuch 7s if any' Man ſhould 
give to, the Beaux and Debauchees of 
this preſent Age, he would run a ha- 
zard of being whipp'd througlt the 
Lungs, with a Dams him for a canting 
foal-moutl?d Coxcomb ; fo much do thoſe 
Men hate their own Pifture, though 
drawn to the life by an infallible Hand : 
And therefore it is no Wonder that 
they do as much as in them hes to 
break the Glaſs which ſhews them their 
own deformed Aſpect, that is, cry down 
the Divine Authority of the Bible, which 
deſcribes them as graphically as if it had 
been writ 1n our own Days. | 
Their . Rampant 'Malice againſt the 
Goſpel, and the Godhead of our Sa- 
viour, proceeds from the ſame Cauſe : 
The divine Lawgiver, by his Com- 
mentaries upon his own "Text, hath 
abride'd 


- 
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abridg*d corrupt Mankind of that . Liberty 
which they aſſum'd to themſelves under the 
Law, and for which they pleaded Pre- 
{cription, and hath-not. only. forbid Po- 
lgamy and Concubinage, but declar'd Luſt- 
ful Thoughts to be Criminal, and that 
Whoremongers and Adulterers ſhall be ex- 
eluded the Kyjngdom of Heaven, No 
Wonder then that ſuch Perſons as live 
in open Rebellion to his Dittates, and 
have bid Defiance to his Threats, do 
all they<can to perſwade themſelves and 
others, that it 1s not GOD, but Man, 
that they fight againſt; Tt were to. be 
wilt”d, that moſt of-thoſe who embrace 
and countenance Dez/mz and Socinianiſm 
would an{wer from their own Conlci- 
ences, Whether a /ooſe Copverſation, and 
Love to an uncontroulable purſuit of 
their Senſual Pleaſures, did not at firſt 
beget in them a good Opinion of thoſe 
newly revivd, yet old and ſtinking; 
Hereſies : But whether they, do itz or 
not, it's obſervable enough, that the 
moſt of their Proſelites in theſe Nati- 
ons ſmell rank of Goatiſh Luſt; and 
therefore it's but natural that the 
{ſhould declare War againſt his God: 
head, who 1s to be their Judge at: the 


aft day, and will afhgn them their 


Place 
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Place ' then © on his - Left Hand}, a- 
mongſt the Goats, if Repentance don't 
revent it. | 

And would | to God that thoſe Men 
would but ferioufly conſider with them- 
ſelves, whether they have not reaſon 
to look upon the diflolute Lives-of moſt 
of their Fraternity, as a juſt Judgment 
upon them from God, for growing vain 
in their Imaginations, and rejecting all 
thoſe Principles of Religion whictk they 
cannot fathom with their ſhallow and 
corrupted Reaſon, according to that of 
the 1ſt of the Romans, Becauſe they glori- 
fied him not as God, neither were thankful, 
but became wain - in their Imaginations, 
their fooliſh Eleart was darken'd, and pro- 
felſing themſelves to be wiſe, they became 
fools. Wherefore God alſo gave them up 
to wile Aﬀettions and Uncleanneſs, thro? 
the Luſls of their own Hearts to diſhonour 
their own Bodies ; of which they will 
meet with dreadful Inſtances in this 
Treatiſe amongſt the Grecians and Ro- 
24ns, in their Eleaſina Sacra, Bacchana- 
lia, Ludi Florales, &c. tho” they called 
themlielves, as indeed they were, the wi/e/# 
and woſt polite Nations in the World. 

If it be. objected, That the denying 
the Godhead of Jeſus Chriſt has no ten- 
dency to encourage Men 1n the Ps 
® 
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of Uncleannefs; it may be' readily ar- 
ſwer'd; "Thar ſeeing it was Jeſus Chrift 
who recall'd Marriage to its tirſt Inſtitu- 
tion, and took away that Liberty of Poli- 
gamy and Concubinage which the holieſt 
Men under the Old Teſtament (and fome 
of them Prophets too, as Abraham and Da- 
vid) thought lawful, the denying of our 
Saviour's Godhead overthrows his Autho- 


_ rity in this and all other things that he 


hath taught us, inaſmuch as it makes him 
a Liar; for,that he' aſſerted his own God- 
head, and'was cut off by the Jews for ma- 
king himſelf Equal” with God, appears 
p!ainly from the Hiſtory of that Matter 
left us by the Evangeliſts : but if it be fo, 
that he 15 not only not God, but died for 
aſſerting a Lie, that he was ſo, then cer. 


tainly the Prattiſe of Abraham, David, So- . 


lomon, &*c. is a better Warrant for Poliga- 
my and Concubinage than his Word js a- 
garnſt it. Thus it's apparent that the ge- 
zying of - Jeſus Chriſt to be God 1s introdu- 
ctory of Uncleannefſs, eſpecially Concu- 
hinage, which tome of our Gallants do fo 
much plead for, and will boldly affert,thar 
there's no harm in keeping an Cnmarried 
Moman for a Miſs. And, that the Socinian 
Books, and the Spreaders of that Hereſte, 
are. entertain'd chiefly by Men of ſuch 
Principles and Practices, 1s ſo plain, that 
it cannot well bedeny'd. To 
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th; To return to our Accoint of this Work.” 
We have in the next. place taken. all 
thoſe Inſtances in the celebrated Hiſtory 
of Joſephs, that did ary way make tor 
our putpoſe; We haye likewiſe taken” 
thoſe in Juſtin, Plutarelfs Lives, and 
Quintus Cartins, relating to the Greeks, 
Perſians, and other Eaſter Nations trea- 
ted of by the Ancients, and have turn'd 
over the Roman Hiſtories, from the 
foundation of Rome to the Reign of 
Auguſtalns, whetein the Reader will 
find that this $i» of Uncleanneſs hath - 
had Tragical Eftetts upon Empires 
and Emperors, Monarchies and Mo- 
narchs, occaſion'd many Revolutions of 
Government, and that neither the Vi- 
Ctories of Alexander, Julins Cefar, and 
reap , nor the great Dignity, univer- 
{al *(rag] and 'Princely Qualities af 
Anguſtas and Titus the Son of ' eſpa- 
ſtan, have ' been [able to rub out the 
Stains which their 7prre Luſts have 
fixed upon their Memories. - Nor 1n- 
deed is there any: reaſon to think it 
ſhould, when the Faith of Abrabarn, 
the Holineſs of David, and the Wit- 
dom and Grandeur - of Solomor, have 
not been able to ſecure them againſt- 
thoſe- Puniſhments which their Un- 
pl _cleanneis, 
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Uncleanneſs brought upon their Per- 
ſons, Famihes, and Reputations ; fo 


 infallibly true hath it always been 


found what the. Wiſfe-man hath fore- 
told: of the Aadulterer, in. the 6th of 
the: Proverbs, That « Wound and a Diſ- 
honour ſhall he get, and his Reproach ſball 


not be wiped away. 


We have alſo look'd into the Eccle- 


ſtaſtical Hiſtories of Enuſebius, ' Socrates, 


Evagriaus, 8c. for ſuch Inſtances as re-- 


late to our Subject, which we have 
faithfully ſet down, to-ſhew how hate- 
ful and ahominable Unclean Perſons were 
in the Eyes of the Azciext Church, 
what ſevere Pemances were injoyn'd 
them, and with how much Difficulty 
they were receiv*d agaia into its Com- 
munion. ; 

It. was deſign'd to have taken a 
View . of the. Hiſtories of all Nations 
extant, and, amongft others, to have 
inſerted the horrid Inſtances that are 


to be found in the Lives of the Popes 


and other Hereſiarchs, and, in a word, 
to have brought the Hiſtory down to 
our Time, but finding that the Volume 


{welPd, I thought fit to- deferr that to 
a Second Eſſay. 
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HE' Original of the Crime 
which is*the Subje&t of 
the following | Sheets, 
"muſt neceſſarily be dedu- 
ced, from the Sm of our 
. firſt Parcts.;, for there 1s no doubt that 
» Lf, or the 'inordinate motions of the 
' E Fleſh did invade their Souls at the {ame 
time when their other Faculties were 
; © corrupted ; 'And” it appears plain” that 
| Wiekefe the liſt of the Eye, "and "mrenipe= 
, Þ r4nce of | Apperire,” Which ever. fince* have 
been the forerurhirs/ahd uſhers of you 

My; » | 2% y 
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ly uncleannefs, did precede the Eating of 
the forbidden Fruit, and that as the Natu- 
ral Conſequence of ſuch Antecedents, 
the firſt thing taken notice of by our Pa- 
rents after the Fall was their Nakedneſs, 
whereof they were immediately aſham'd, 
and endeavoured to cover it. This Na- 
keneſs ſay Commentators that they were ſo 
ſpecdily made ſenſible of, was not only 
that they felt their need of a Cover to 
their Bodies , both for. Ornament and 
Defence againſt the Injuries of the Air, Þ 
&c.but that they were aJſo ſenſible of the 
Rebellion of. the fleſh, which doth not only 
war againſt the Sou], but hath a natural 
tendency to the diſſolation of the Body, 
there being nothing which ſooner cxringatl 
the flame of Life than an 1mmoderate-con- 
ſumption. of- that Oyl, which nature. hath 
provided for its nouriſhment. This impuri- 
ty of the affections did ng doubt exert 
it ſelf quickly in ations,which in our firſt 
Parents could not fall under the-notion 
of Whoredom,, they |. being married by 
God himſelf, . in the Srarc of Innocence ; 
yet there's little doubt tobe made- of its 
having vented it ſelf-in an immoderateWili 
.uſe of the Afarriage bed; and thus thele 
impure deſires werecommunicated to thei 
Poſterity, who were thereby poltuted ; and 
conceiv'd and brought forth-.in Intqutty. 
The firſt dire breach of 'the' Divir 


Inſtitution of Marriage, betwixt ons 
Man and one Woman which we find Ri 
27 OY Cora 
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corded, was in the perſon of Lamch, one 
of Cain's Poſterity,. whoſe two Wives 
we find mentioned ui the fourth of Gene- 
| fs, by which it appears plain; "that Afur- 
\ der and Whoredom are near a kin , had 
\ Bboth of em their riſe from one and the 
ſame Family : And according to the'opi- 
nion of ſome Interpreters did both! of 
*mcenter in this Lamech, who is thought 
to haye been a bleody-cruel Man, as is 
eathered from this diſcourſe to his Wives 
in that Chapter,viz.[have /latn a man to my 
wounding, and a young man to my hurt. 
This bad example of Lamec}s digamy, 
did quickly infe& the Infant World ;- for 
we find in the next Chapter, That when 
men began to multiply,” and that daughters 
were born unto them, the Sons of God ſaw 
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h Wthe Daughters of mn, that they were fair 
= Bard they took them Wives of all that they 
© choſe, Its ſtill to be obſerved that as 
t BWhoredom and Uncleannefs began ir 
n BC's Family, ſo there it  continu'd ar@- 
y Wncreas'd ; and by their Contagions Ex- 


ample, the Fargily of Seth, which did 
hen contain tlie Viſible Chierch, became 
alſo infected ; and the Members of the 
hurch having more regard to the Beay- 
F) and Comelineſs of the Women of Cain's 
Race, than to the vertue of ' theſe who 
ere of their own Religion, reheir Eyes 
neFerrayed their Hearts, they laſted afrer 
Fhcir Beauty, and without any confide- 

ation of Religion or” Laws, took them 
B 2 Wives 
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Wives of all that they choſe, by. which 
Interpreters underſtand promiſcuous Mar - 
riages, Polygamy; unjuſt Divorces, , Raper, 
and: all manner of , Lewd and Cicentious pra- 
#ifes, which, brought the Wrath of God 
upon. the old World,. and occaſion'd his 
ſaying, as, in the-34- ver/e, TT hat bis {pj 
rit- ſhould not always contend with Man. 
The occaſion of this. General ,Corrup- 
tion of Manners-..js. hinted to be the 
aultiplication of Men. and particularly , of 
the Women of Cajz's Poſterity, who be-J " 
ing, under no diſcipline, and wanting-theſſ "! 
benefit of pious Inſtruction and  goodÞ 2 
Example, became di(iolute and ,wanton ,l Þ 
and no care being taken to dz/poſe of them 
duly in Marriage, they took all occaſions} {* 
to ſatisfie their brutal defires, for whichF © 
their dwelling in Cities ( whereof Cainff # 
was the firſt. Founder ), amongſt multt- de 
tudes of people, gave them great; oppor-}ſ 2c 
runiries,. it being always obſery'd that inf} < 
Great Cities,. the numbers of diſſolute per: dl 
fans makes them to deſpiſe Laws, andy © 
follow ſuch- practices as - they durſt no 
venture upon in Villages, and Countrie 
where they could be more eaſily reſtrain] * * 
ed and puniſht : not that I would be un} ®e: 
derſtood to be againſt the building and "<1 
maintaining of Cities, which increaſe the 
Glory', Riches and Strength of Nati 
ons, but -would to God that the grea 
Cities of Cal Hers were not ſtill - toc 
juſtly chargeable with ayowed Impuritie 
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of the ſame nature, which a zealous Ma- 
eiſtracy might ealily Pagent, It 1S/alſo 
þ | the opinion of ſome 'of the learned, that 
the-Cainites did firſt build themſelves a 
City that they might ſtrengthen one ano- 
"'J thers hands..in Cruelty and Uncleanneſs 
4 || and, follow ſuch praiſes with all man- 
ner: of impunity, which gave their Wo- 
men opportunity. to pamper and deck 
themſelves that they might be the more 
agreeable obzetts of Luft ;, and this might 
alſo render them moxe amlabie in the 
oF} Eyes of the Poſterity of Seth, who" lig- 
ing as ?tis preſumed a Rural Life for the 
moſt part ; and their Women being kept 
in order by Laws and Religion, and ap- 
| plying themſelves te the Aﬀairs of their 
Families, that they might approve them- 
ſelves meet helps tg their Husbands,” ac- 
cording to the deſign of God 'at the 
firſt Creation of Woman, did not mind the 
decking and | adorning of their Bodies 
nor-the pampering of their Fleſh, and 
cherifhing: their Beauties as the Camires 
did, and therefore were . not fo pleaſing 
to the Eye, as thoſe laſcivious Wom-rn, who 
behaved themſelves as if God and Nature 
had delign*d them for nothing elſe 'but 
a Max's. bed, whereas the Divine Good- 
neſs appointed that they ſhould be meer: 
helps 10 their - Religious Converſation, 
J Induſtry, Care and Education of Children, 
toall of which thoſe looſe praQtices of the 


Cainites were diametrically oppoſite. 
B 3 From 
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Trom thoſe unernal Marriages and pro- 
miſcuous Copulations, proce:ded a con- 
tempt of Laws and Reitgion amongſt 
the Catnites, and an Apoltacy from God 
and Religion amongſt many of the Poſte- 
rity of Seth ;, and It hath been obſerved 
amongſt all Nations fince, that when Reli- 
g10n decays uncleanneſs increaſes, and that 
a love to Licentiouſneſs hath always bcen 
a great cauſe of Apoſtacy, as is but too 
too obſervable in thoſe that are called 
Deiſts and Socinians In this preſent Age, 
moſt of their New Converts or rather 
Perverts, being people of a looſe life, 
eſpecially as to the poizt of Chaſtity. 

The next effte&t of thoſe wnclean and 
beaſtly Commixtions, was an oft-ſpring of 
Giants, fo called as fome Interpretevs 
think from the vaſtneſs of their bulk, 
as being begot in raging Luſt, or as others, 
becauſe of their Barbarous and Salvage 
Manners, and filling all the World with 
Rapes, Cruelty and Devaſtation, ſo that by 
the juſt Judgment of God the Children of 
thoſe unlawful Marriages and Promiſcu- 
ous Copulations, became the plague of 
their Parents, and the ſcourge of Man- 
kind as well as the declared Encmies of 
Heaven and Religion : Whence the old 
doting Poets took occalion to amuſe the 
World with the fabulous War of the Giants 
2zainlt Jupitcr, GC, | 
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Noah, not being able by his preaching 
of i{ighteouſneſs, to reform tie World 
trom this horrid Debauchery, it pro- 


vok'd God to bring the Delage, which, 


drown'd that laſcivious and wicked Ge- 
neration of Men, who had drown'd rhem- 
ſelves in all manner of ſenſ2al Impurities, 
with ſo much obſtinacy, that when that 
fatal Flood came it ſurpriz'd them, as 
eating, drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriag'. Thus then it's apparent that 
Whoredom - was one of the principal 
Cauſes that brought the Wrath of God 
upon the o!'d World. And ir deſerves 
our obſeryation, that God by his Com- 
mand to Noah to take only his own Y;/ite, 
and the three Wives of his three Sons 
into the Ark with him, as he did thereby 
vive another Teſtimony of his honour- 
ing and approving of Marriage, he did al- 
ſo plainly teſtifie again!t Djzamy, Polyga- 
my and Concubines; and that as the World 
was peopled at firſt by lawful Marriage, 
it ſhould be alſo peopled in the ſame 
manner a ſecond tine. 

To come next, to the times after the 
Flood, the firlt inſtance of impurity that 
occurs to ns, 15 Hams deriding iis ; ather 
Noah's rakedne/s, by which there are fome 
Interpreters who underſtand that he not 
only told it his Brethren, but all» be- 
tore Women an4 Childreti,in a lilctvious 
and filthy manner, and tonk occaion 
to fall into £22liſh lJe!tinzand Sarcaims: 

4 | | __ 
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Nay, if we give credit to the opinion of 
Beroſus and the Rabbins, he inchanted his 
Fathers Virile parts, and unman'd him; but 
however that 1s, this 1s certain, that he 
diſcover'd a frothy, unclean, laſcivrous 
temper, for which he was ſevercly pu- 
niſht in his poſterity The Canaantes, 
who wallowed alſo in thoſe fleſhly impu- 
rities when God deſtroyed them by the 
Iſraclites, the poſterity of Sem, as ſhall 
be taken notice of in its proper place. 

From Ham did allo procced Nimrod 
the Mighty Hunter and crnel oppreſlor, 
who was the firſt that laid the foundati- 
on of a Tyrannical Government after 
the Flood, ſo that the obſervation ſtill 
holds that Uncleanneſs, Murder and thoſe 
other Crimes Which lay Nations waſt arc 
near a kin, and generally the oft-ſpring 
and product of one and the ſame 
Family. 

1 hat Abraham ſeem'd to have this No- 
cion, appears from his advice given tc h.s 
beautifnl Wite Sarah, when he travelicd 
with her into Egypr, VIz. ro ſay fre was 
his Siſter, becauſe the Egyprians he fuppo- 
ſed would have kilFd him that they n:12 kt 
enjoy her. Whence we may likewitc 
obſerve that the Holy Patriarch knew 
that [»ſiful perſons would rather commit 
Murder than be baulkt in the ſatisfaction 
of their Luſts ; and yet, tho the World 
was at that time ſo much degenerated, 
it's plain from this paſſage, that the Z- 
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gyptians look'd upon Marriage as Sacred 
and Inviolable, otherwiſe Sarah's calling 
her ſelf Abrabam's Siſter could have 
been no defence of her Husbands life : 
Nay, it 1s manifeſt from the Hiſtory that 
Bharaoh deſign'd to have taken her to 
Wite, ſo that thoſe Heathen Egyptians 
will riſe up in . Judgment againſt our 
Chriſtian Dcbauchees, who think neither 
Forsication nor Adultery to be Crimes, for 
it's evident from this paſiage, that both 
he and his Subjects tho abominably luſtful 
had a great regard to Marriage, which 
it's plain he thought neceflary to render 
his enjoyment of Sarah lawfull. 

There are ſeveral other things to be 
learned from this remarkable inſtance, as 
that the vanity of matching with none but 
thoſe of Royal Extratt had not then invad- 
ed the Thrones of Priaces— But at the 
lame time 1t 1s as plain that it hath been 
an old and wicked Cuſtom amongſt Cour- 
tiers and Nobles to be Pandersto the Iuſts 
of their Monarchs, . for here we find that 
Pharaoh's Princes Commended Sarab's Beau- 
tyto him, which occaſioned her being taken 
into his Honſe ; and would -to God that 
no ſech thing had ever been juſtly charge- 
able upon the Court of England. 

There are only two Remarks more 
which I] have to make on this Story, and 
ſhall chen proceed to another, viz. that 
God by ſmiting Pharaoh and his Houſe- 
hold, all of ſudden with Plugues, did 
both 
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both give a Teſtimony of his divine dif. 
pleaſure againſt ſuch luſtfl praftices, and 
of h;s being a protechur of Conjugal Chas 
ſity. 

W hat the nature of this Plague infli- 
ted upon Pharach and his 'houſhold 
was Is nt agreed” upon amongl[t Inter- 
pretcrs. The Hebrews ſay, that 1t was a 
Gonorrh&a or Ulcer in bis ſecrct parts, Which 
prevented his deſign: Joſcphis thinks it was 
a Peſtilence and ſudden Sedition in the 
Palace; Philo 7udeas ſays It was a Diltem- 
per both of Body and Mind, and Chry/.- 
fiom, 1s of opinion that It was ſome Bo- 
dity Plague inflicted upon hi.n, juſt as 
Sarah was brought to his Bed , but however 
thoſe things be, this is certain,that Sarah's 
poilution was prevented, and Pharaon 
oblig'd to own that-it was not lawful to 
tike another Man's Waite. 

The next inſtance is of Abrahan him- 
ſelf, who is the firſt of rhe Polterity 
Seth after the Flood, that we find to have 
been guilty of Bigamy,; it's piata that the 
occalion of his taking his Hand MN: uid 71a- 
a to Wite, was his // ife Sara's advice, 
3nd the Cauſe of her giving thar. ad tice, 
was her own Barrerneſi, advanced age: 
and fear that ſhe ſhouid not otherwiſe 
nave the promiſed Seed. Yhe Cauſes cf 
Abraham's conienting fo caftily were no 
donbrt the ſame, and Polygamy being then 
Common 1n the Wyrld, his Practice ad- 
miniſtred no occalion of Scandal, fo that 
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his practice of marrying his aid mn 
thoſe times of Ignorance which God wink- 
ed at, can not afford any argument for 
Polygamy now, and ſeeing he had his 
Wifes conſent, it will far leſs warrant 
thoſe laſcivious Intrigues which many MMa- 
fters have now a days with their Maid*Ser- 
vants, But that this practice of the Ho- 
ly Patriarch was diſpleaſing to God will 
eaſily appear from the puniſhment infli- 
&ed upon his Family, the Peace of which 
was immediately broke, by Hagar's de- 
ſpiſing her Miſtreſs, aſſvon as ſhe found 
her ſelf pregnant with the promiſed Seed 
as ſhe vainly believ'd : Then Sarah up- 
braids Abraham with the wrong where- 
of ſhe her ' ſelf was the occaſion, and 
forc'd him to a breach of that Marriage 
Bond, which by her own advice he had 
contracted -. Hagar was alſo puniſht for 
her unlawful Conſent, firſt, by being ſe- 
vercly dealt with by Sarah, who gave 
her for a Wife to her Hushand, and then 
by being thruſt out of the Family and 
expos'd to the World, and though ſhe 
was brought back again for ſome,time till 
ſhe was delivered of her Son, I1/i:macl,yet 
her abode was <f no long continuance, 
ior ſhe was thruſt out again with this ad- 
ditional affliction, that ſhe had her Son 
to provide for, was expos'd to the cruel 
neceſſity of ſeeing him die of thirſt as 
the apprehended, and inſtead of his be- 
mg the promiſed Seed,ſhe and he were both 
* Tgno- 
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of the Inheritance with 1/aac, and ſhe was 
plainly told from Heaven, that he ſhould 
bea wild Man, havmg his hand againſt eve- 
ry Man, and very Man's hand againft him; 
which was ſpecdily verited, for he be- 
came a profane ſroffer at Religion and 
the promiſe oft God, which occaſioned 
his expulion from his Fathers Family and 
the Church, His crime 15s by the Apoſtle 
Paul called perſecution, and his Foſterity 
we find complained of by the Pſalmiſt in 
the 83. P/alm, zmorgit the other perſe- 
cutors of the people of God, and ſo they 
have continned under ſeveral denom:ina- 
tions to this day, as Iſhmaclites, Hagartns, 
&c.of which latter name being afhamed, as 
denoting their Spnrious Or1;zmnat, they aſ- 
famed to themſelves the Title of Saracens, 
as if they were $aral's oft-fpring, under 
which they were formidable to the Chri- 
flian World for ſome Ages, and continue 
irreconcilable Enemies to the Chriſtian 
Religion to thts day, under the name of 
Aravians, Tirmrks, &c, Such unſeparable 
Vices are Uncleannefs, Cruel; and Perſecu- 
tion, and jo cafie and natural ts the Tr-nſut- 
077, from AN uaclean perſon [0 bee O1IC Aj Apn- 
ſrate and Enemy t0 true 'elininm, Nor 1s It 
fit tn let it paG unobſerved, that a he 
himſelf wa: unlawfully begot, his Po- 
fferity to this day have continucd to be 
a vile and Juittul people, and itts known 
to the world, UNE 17 15 now become an 
: Article 
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Article of their horrid Religion, tha 
they place rheir chief happineſs both in this 
Life and that to come 1n the enjoyment of thoſe 
impure pleaſures. 

Nor is1t fit we ſhould paſs over what 
is commonly obſerv'd by Divines,that the 
very Ordinance of Circumciſion, by winch 
the fore-skin was appointed to be cut off, 
was a mark of God's diſpleaſure at Jeon 
tinence upon the Tnſlrioment of Generation 3 
and likewiſe an evidence that thoſe 
who expect his fayour ſhould morrtific 
that Corruption ; and that it only took 
place upon Males, was becauſe the he- 
ginning of Generation and conſequentiy 
of natural Corruption 1s irom that 
Sex. 

The next dreadful Initance of God's 
hatred and indignation at VVhorcdom ard 
Uncleannefs,is his raining of Fire argBrim- 
ſtone upon Soom, Gomprrab, Admabh and 
Ziboim, &c. the cry of their lewdneſs te - 
ing ſuch, that ir ſeemed ro drown the 
noiſe of all other Sinsat that time. This 
5 the firſt Inſtance we meet with of L:{: 
arriving to ſuch a prodigions height, as t0 
ſeek after Unnatural Obje&ts, and ir 
wonld feem their Incontinence was ſo 
fierce, that they ſurionfly ſought afrcr 
every opportunity, to gratifie rheir byu- 
tiſh deſires, eſpecially npon Strangers ; 
for they had ſo mutually polluted one ano 
ther, that it s probable their villainous plea» 
ſures that way, had loſt much of their reliſþ < 
Nor 
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Nor is it unlikely that the Comely and 
Beautiful aſpe&t of thoſe Angels added 
fewel te their flames, and it deſerves 
particular obſervation , that the whole 
City both old and young was infeited with 
this luſtful Contagion, In which they were 
ſo bardened, that neither Lor's unadviſed 
propoſal of his own Daughters (to them) 
who were more natural' and fit Objects 
tor thetr Luſt; nor the remarkable Judge- 
ment of God upon them in ſtriking them 
with blindneſs were able to divert them 
from their deviliſh purpole, of offering 
that annatural avreſe tro thoſe Meſſengers 
of God, who at laſt after having ſet Lot 
and his Family - out of danger, be- 
came the executioners of Divine Juſtice 
upon thoſe Monſters of Impurity, and 
puniſht their ſ#ful flames with ſtorms 
of Fire and Brimſtone, which were on- 
dy ſome precurſory drops to thoſe ſhowers 
of everlaſting fire, which makes the ſmnoak 


of their torments to aſcend for wer and 


EVET. 

Neither ought it to paſs without ob- 
ſervation, that God did not only puniſh 
themſelves, Wat would have their Coun- 
try Which they had polluted to remain a 
Monument of their abominable "mMpurlt. 
and his juſt Judgment, ſo long as the 
world ſtands: nor would Divine Juſtice 
ſuffer Lot's YVVife to paſs unpuniſh\d for 
looking back upon the place which ſhe left 
with a relutancy, and could have wiſht 
ro 
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to have been ſpared, but turn'd her 1m- 
mediately into a Pilar of Salr for her diſ- 
obedience and inordinate affection toher 
Relations and Eſtate, which God had 
juſtly determin'd to deſtroy, and not for 
having withheld Salt from the Angels 
her Gueſts the night before, as the Jem: 
have fahuloully dclivered..—- We ſhall 
conclude this pallage with theſe few Re- 
flections, viz.T hat the places being comer@d 
mt) 4 aead Sea, near which no Creature 
can live, andthe Apple and Crapes that grow 
1p0n the banks of it, which are grateful tg 
the Eye, but ales conch moulder into duſt, 
and ſend forth ſtinking ſulphureons Exhala- 
tions, ave fit Emblems to repreſent, not 
only the vanity, but the deadly effects of 
thoſe hurtful and fooliſh Luſts, the fatts- 
faction of which is ſo-t eagerly puſued by 
Corrupt Nature, 

The next Inſtance we meet with, 
that of Zor's Inceſt with his own Dd. 
ters, or rather their /nceſt with him: 
1 his paſſage has -many ſtrange Circum- 
ſtances that deſerve our obſervation. lr 
1s not 1mprohahle that. the lewd Conver= 
ſation of the Sodomites had before-hand 
infected the minds of thoſe Damſels, 
for it's a hard matter totouch pitch and 
not to he defiled ; Divines arc of diſfe- 
rent opinions concerning thoſe Women, 
ſome believing that they had aftually 
been married, and others, that they were 
only betrothed, but which ſoever of *em 
IE 
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it was, it's certain they had loſt their 
Males ; and perhaps their Fathers offer 
to proſtitute them to ſave his Gueſts, and 
their having been ear witneſles at leaſt 
to thoſe unnatural villanies practis'd by 
the Sodomites, might poſleſs them with 
extezating thoughts of the mickeadneſ; 
they bad in deſign : Yet It appears by 
their, abominable Intrigue to Intoxicate 
their Father, that -they durſt not pro- 
pound any ſuch thing to him when he 
was Sober , their wickedneſs appears 
to be ſo much the greater, that they had 
bur juſt eſcap'd from that ſtorm of divine 
Wrath which over took the Sodomires for 
their Yile Luſ#s ; That they had but a 
very little before ſeen their Afother turn'd 
into a Monnment of God's diſpleaſure, for 
having a hankerins mind after - that impure 
City, and h:r wicked Relations in it 5, I hat 
they had no doubt.been often times wit- 
neſſes to the vexation of their Fathers 
Righteous Soul at the luſt ſul prattiſes of the 
Sodomites, and yet all this was not able 
to reſtrain them trom purſuing their + 
clean defign, and commiting one {in to ob- 
tain the Commiſſion of another. Their 
pretence that there was no Man left to 
come inuntothem after the manner of all 
the Earth, and that therefore they were 
under meceſſity a of raiſing up Sced 10 #hew 
Father,appears to have bcen an ill founded 
ſuggeſtion of the Devil, to hide their tin 


from their Eyes, for they could. not but 
know 
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know that they had lefe win behind that in 
Zoar, they might have ſcen from the kill, that 
the whole Country was rot Tuned, and thoſe dl- 
vine Judgments hud only ſwallowed up the 
Cities of the Plzin ; or they might ſpecdily 
have been better inform'd by their Father. 
Their wickedneſs 1s alſo apgravatcd by this, 
that as they wWeLtece Siſters by N atiwse, they were 
Siſters in Iniquity, and they had no regard to 
their own, nor their Father's good N ame, 

nor the ſcandal which by this lewd p; aftice 
they gave to the Enemies of true Religion, 
The <cripturc is hilent as to any Judgments 
inflited either upon their Father or them-, 
ſelves, but informs us plainly that the iſſue 
which they had by this Uzl ap uit C0 4 eſ- 4 
were accurſ.d, and their poſte. ity like 0- 
ther ſpurious bry1dd were mortal Eren:i2s to 
the people of God, and perperualily excom- 
municated 'rom the Church by Divine Com- 
mand, Dur. 23, 3. And thy S Lot had an e- 
ternal ble milh fixt _ his Chaſtirv, which did 
formerly ſo mnch ditinguiſh him from the 
other Inhabitants of Soudom:, -_ was Pu- 
niſhed by being the Author of Dibazching 
his Davginters rimſelft, whom he fo raſh!y ot- 
fered to be Debauched | by others ; ſo that 
we ſez raging Luſi leays 0UCY all el 'e fn of 
Law and Natire, avd if nt curl'd m tin:e 
may rije to 4 jus Prieing an 4 prodiginrs heifit, 
and brins down JF; 1pcnd04us Judo ments I: 014 
Pept» and Perſons. 

The 2019. ( hap. of Geneſis gLVES us another 
Infince of Abrahams fliviſh fear and di- 
ſtruſt of God's Providence which had for- 
C merly 
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merly delivered him, and by which frail- 
ty he again endangered the Chaſtity of bis 
if: ; but God took care to preſerve it by 
keeping Abimelech from touching her, tho? 
he was ſo much taken with her Beauty, 
aud doubted not but that he might Law- 
fully Marry her, he not knowing any 0- 
ther, but that ſhe was really Abrahan's Si - 
{ter. Yet God was ſo much offended with 
Abimelech's raſh attempt to which he was 
doubtlelly influenc'd by his Luſt, for it ap- 
pears that he had a Wife already, that he 
puniſh'd lim and his Family with a griev- 
ous diltemper, as Joſephus thinks as ſoon 
as he brought Sara into his Houſes, and 
made all the Women belonging to him 
barren, or Fecauſe barrenneſs properly fo 
called, could not be fo ſoon diſcovered, in- 
flicted ſuch diſtempers upon them as pſt 
neceſſarily occaſion barrenneſs, ſo that by 
his Unlawful deſire of ifſue by another Man's 
Wife, he was precluded of any Lawfull I{- 
ſue by his own, until ſuch time as he was 
made ſenſible of his Crime, and willing to 
reltoie Sarah t9 Abraham. | 
In the 26th. of Geneſis we have a very 
Extraordinary Teſtimony againit Adultery 
from an Hearhen Prince Abimelcch King of 
Gerar upon the occaſion of J1/zac's having 
frum that ſame principle of {Iviſh fear 
with h's Father, called his Beautitull Wife 
his Siſter, to avoid being killed for her ſuke, 
but the King perceiving him ſporting more 
taniliarly with ber than "twas decent for a Si- 
[ter and Brother to doe, he reproved him 
ſharply 
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ſharply for his having diſſembled her be- 
ing tis Wife, whereby he not only endan- 
zered her Chaſtity, but might have brought 
wrath upon the People for defiling another 
Man's Wife, and theretore to pievent any 
ſuch thing, he forbad any of the People 
to meddle with J/zac or his Wite on pai 
of death. Certainly this Heathen Prince 
will riſe in Judgment againſt thoſe pre- 
tended Chriſtians who pollute themſelves 
with promiſcuous Luſts, and neither Account 
Fornication nor Adultery a Crime. 

The next Inſtance ofrer'd us is that of E- 
ſau, who married two Wives ;, and thoſe too 
the Daughters of Canaai, which werea Grief 
of Soul unto his Father and his Mother ; that 
he Married two Wives at once, conhider - 
ing his Grand-Father Abraham's Exampie 
and the Cuſtom of thoſe daik and 1gno + 
rant times ſeenis not fo Criminal, and 
yet his Father's pra* ice, who had but one, 
ought to have had more influence upon 
him ; but his marrying C:xaanites, Protane 
Women, and Heathens, . contrary to the 
Command of his Grand-Father Abraham, 
and nor only without the Conſent but a- 
gainſt the Inclination of his Father and 
Mother, was altogether uncxcuſa' le, -.T he 
Impuliive canſe which movd him to do 
{», we ha.e no reaſon to doubt, was his 
U-gnvernable Luſt, lor that he was a Man 
of intemperate Appetite, and by Conſe- 
quence Libidinons is plain from his having 
protanely bartered away his Birtb- Right for 
4 Meſs of Red Pottage when to be fore he 

G1 might 
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mizht have had other Food in his Fathers 
Houſe, cr if he had rejceted 7aceb's pro- 
paſal there's no ercat reaion to think that 
Jacob would have been ſo nnnatural as to 
have inſiſted npon his demand, and dent- 
ed neceſſary Refreſhment to his Brother, but 
he did ſo” much idolize his own Palate 
and Appetite, that he - preferred the 
ſatisfaction of "them to every thing elſe, 

and we have the ſame reaſon to think 
that his Concnpiſcence was as Ungoverna- 
ble.as his Stomach, and therefore he mar- 
ried: WO Canaant iſh Women at once to 
ſatisfy his raging Luſt, the fulfilling of 
which he preferd to his Father and Mo- 
ther's good will ; and this nodoubt had no 
final influence in moving the latter to 
fuborn Jacob to deprive Eſan of his Bleſſing as 
well as of bis Birth-right : and it's Remark- 


able that as he made a Curſed choiſe of | 


his Wires, he was alſo accurſed tn his Po- 
ſterity ; who, as it aprecars by the Sacred 
Hiſtory became irreconcilable Enemies t5 
the people of God, and were always 
their moſt Barbarous and Cruel Perſecu- 
cors 

Efaru's Marrying a third Wife of Iſh- 
macls race, while the other two were a- 
tive, Is another Argument of his Un- 
bridled Luft and Enmity to true Religion. 
[t'. true that Interpreters difagrec in this 
matter, ſome thinking thar Eſau Married 
this Third Wife of his. Father's own kin- 
dred to pleaſe him, becanſe the .Daugh- 
ters of Canaum were hatefull to him, but 
others 


_— MA nd. 3 


a General Htſfozy of Thoting. 


others ſeem to have more Reaſon, who, 
think that he did it ont of Contempt wrt: 
a deſign to provoke his Parents more, by 
contracting a new Alltance with another 
wicked people, who we:e as munch Enemies 
to the Church, and as much or more ir- 
reconcilable . to his Father as the other ; 
ſecing, 10s apparent that /ſhmae! mock'd or 
as the Apoſtle interprets It perſecuted, 7- 
faac from his-very Infancy. Ard thas far 
we fee raging incontin'ncy and hatred at Re- 
hgion go hard in b:nd 

The next Inflance that occursto us 1s that 
of Facob, who well may be charged with Poly 
gamy, as having four Wives at a time 1- 
ſtead of one. The firſt occaſion of this 
good Patriarch's tranſgrefſion in this mat- 
ter, was the Wicked Craft and Deceit of 
Laban his Father-ja-Law, who inſtead of 
Rachel whom Jacob Married, brought Lea' 
to his Bed, and fo was the cauſe of Jacob's 
Digamy and Inceſt, and tho ts true, that 
Jacob is no where Condemned in Scrip- 


tare for this, yet it's plain that he ated 


contrary to Divine inſtitution, and he is 
reyroved for it by our Saviour amongſt 
others when he told the Phariſees, Thar 
from the beginning it was n9t jo. There were 
ſome , and particularly the MMarichees Of 
old who inveighed againſt this Polygamy 
of the- Patriarchs, and in very grofs 
and foul Language accuſe them as Whore- 
Maſters and their Wives as Whorez, but their 
ſcurrilous Arguments are well anſwered by 
Auguſtine againit Fauſtus and others — There 

5% are 
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are ſome who think that this Polygamy 
of the Patriarchs was by a peculiar in- 
ſtinct, and particular Diſpenſation, and 
therefore as in that caſe it could nor be 
blamz2ble, neither can it now be ordina- 
rily imitatic, the chief Reaſons they al- 
ſign, for their opimons are, that it was 
permitted for the Increaſing of the Pro- 
miſed Seed, that Jacob s Wives, &c. were 
acted by more than a Natural pri: ci- 
ple, and much ſelf-denial, in recommending 
their Maids to thur Huband's Bed, which 
in ordinary Caſes muſt be ſuppoſed to 
alienate his Aﬀection from themſelves. In 
the next place they obſerve that they pray'd 
for off-ſpring by their Maids and brought 
uv; their Children upon their own knees, 
It nvit be own'd that thoſe things were 
Extrao:dinary and Contrary to the Pra- 
'Hce and Principle of the gencrality of Wo- 
men , yet It's "rongly preſamable, that 
there was ſomething of Cuſtom as well 
as of Inſtint in this matter, and that the 
neople of God were polluted with the 
bad Example of thoſe amonpſt whom tlicy 
lived. 

But however theſe things were, this is 
ertain that all the Perſ9ns concerned were 


" one way or other puniſh'd for their Con- 


currence 1a this Aﬀair. Laban had not 
only the mortih ation to ſee his two 
Daughters Jarr and Diſagree, and Envy 
one another, br alſ> to find his Riches and 
Snbſtance decreaſe and to be conveighed to 
another hand ; Leah, ſhe was ſeverely fe 
Nl 
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niſh'd by finding that: ſhe had Jeſs of her 
Hyusbands Love than her Siſter, whoſe Bed 
ſhe had unjuſtly defiled. Rachel was pu- 
niſhd with barrenneſs for ſome time for 
conſenting to live with Jacob as his Wife 
when ſhe knew that her Father had given 
her eldeſt Siſter into his Bed. Jacob's lite 

was very uncaſy betwixt his Jurring W7- 
ver, who did each of them Envy the others Eu- 


| jmyment of him : 5 Nay, he was perfectly Sih- 


jet to the Command of his Imperions 
and Beautiful Rachel, and obliged ro take 
a third Wife to beget Chilaren for her, and 
this laid him under a neceſlity of obli- 
ging Leah in the like manner, which as 
ir mnſt needs Conſu.ne his Body he being 
now above 80 years cf age, there was no 
doubt but it increaſed his care how to pro- 
vide for ſo many Wives and Children, at 
the ſame time he was alſo plagued with 
a Covetous Oppreſling Father-in-Law, and 
diſcontented Brethren who envied his 
growing rich in the World. 

Nor is. it to be doubted but there was 
frequent Quarrels amonglt the Children of 
ſo many diffrre it Mothers, "ſeeing It's Com- 
mon to fird Children by the ſame Father 
and Mother often to diſagree, and this 
without doubt b2got mutual Broils, Con- 
tentions, and Heats among lt the different 
Wives every one envying the proſperity 
or good Fortune of anothers Children, 
An Inſtance of this we have in Rachel who 
was 10 much taken with Reuben's Mandrakes 
that there's no doubt but ſhe could have 
C 4 __ wiſh 
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wish'd they had heen fornd by one of her 
own Sons} Hence alſo we may obſerve, That 
as tne Children did every oe love their own 
M ithers b:/t, it muſt needs occaſion Quarrels 
amongſt them, It's not agreed among In- 
terpretegs what theſe Mandrakes were , 
ſome will have them to be Beautiful Fra- 
grant Flowers, and others, that they were 
Beautifal and Delicious Apples which pro- 
mowed Conception, and that therefore they 
were {9 much delired by Rachel, which, if 
it were ſo, she was however diſappoint- 
ed. for having agreed that her Hushand 
ſhould be with. Leah that night, it occa- 
ſioned her Rival to have two Sons 
Succeſſively one after another, and alſo 
one Danghter., But as to the. Mandrakes 
themſelves, Sr. Augnſtine a7 ainſt Fauſtu: tells 
us, That he has ſeen of em, Diligently In- 
quired into their Nature, and ſays, they were 
Apples fine to t:ize Eye, and of a ſmeer Scent, 
but inſopid taſie, but veryrare to be had, and 
on that Account alone he thought Rachel did 
Covet them. 

The fin of Jacob and Leah, 1s alſo ve- 
Ty legible in their puniſhment, by the foul 
Crimes of their Children Reuben and Di- 
nah. Jacob was guilty of Inceſt with two 
Siſters, and tro the great grief of his Soul, 
eternal Reproach of his Family, and ſcan- 
dal tothe Neighbouring Heathen ; his Son 
Revhen committed Inceſt with his own 
Concubine Bilhah, which by the way, was 
another puniſhment upon her for conſen- 
ting to Marry one who had two Wives be- 

| fore, 
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fore, and whom ſhe had no reaſon to 
think could ever be able to perform Con- 
jugal duty to ſo many, and *tis not impro- 
hable that this made her an eaſy prey to 
the Tentation.—-Then as to Dinah, her 
being polluted by Schecbem the Son of Hr 
mor, was another diſgrace to Jacob's Fa- 
mily, and brought a freſh ſcandal upon the 
Church, as well as ruin upon the Scheche- 
mites, Whoſe deſtruction was occaſioned by 
the Luſtful Paſſion of their Prince, in deal- 
ing with Jacob's Daughter as withan Har- 
lot, which ſo enraged her Brethren that 
by a fraudulent Covenant they obliged the 
Schechemites to Circumciſe themſelves, came 
vpon them while 'they were Sore, and 
put all the Males to the Sword — And thus 
Dinah was alſo puniſhed for her Conver- 
ſing with the Daughters of the Land, who 
were Idolaters and of corrupt manners ; 
her Curioſity which 1s 10 common to young 
Maids was fatal to her ſelf and many o- 
thers, neither 1s there any -thing better 
to be expe&ed from thoſe Profane Feſtivals, 
Revellings and Bangquetings, which TJoſephus 
tninks the Schechemitcs were now taken up 
with : - And that Dinah either having ſtole 
away from her Mother to ſee how the 
Daughters of the Land were adorn'd, and 
behav*d themſelves in their publick Dances, 
or being ſo far indulged as to have Li- 
berty to go, the Libidinows young Prince 
being taken with her Beauty, and under no 
reſtraint, but dandled by an Indulgent Fa- 
ther, violated her Chaſtity, for which —_— 
Is 
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bis Son, and all thcir Male Snbjects quick- 
Iy after loſt thetr Lives, having firſt bee} 
by the Juſt Judgment of. God puniſh'd in 
the very Inſtrument of their Laſctviouſneſs, 
The wound as it's uſual putting them to 


great pain, and making them nnable e1- 
ther to reſiſt or fly from Jacob's Armed Sons Þ 


and Servants : 


- and thus alio the Good 


O1d Man was puniſtd by the Rape of his Þ 
only Daugiter, and his bleeding wound Þ 


ript open afresh by the Treachery and 
Cruelty of his Children. T his is another 
Inſtance of a People cutoff and deſtroyed 
for Uncleanneſs 

The next thing that occurrs, is another 
:MiQion to the Good Old Parri zarch, from 
the Evil .Report of the Sons of his Con- 
cubines Zilpah and Bilhah, who being tie 
off-ſpring of an Unlawful Marriage were 
alſo of a Lewd Converſation themſelves, 
and according to the opinion of ſome of 
the Hebrews, "ouilty of Sodomntical Inp pur1- 
ties ; But however, that was, this 1s pl. un 
from the Sacred Text, that they had an 
HI fame, and with this Jyeph acquainted 
his Father, which occaſioned their _Con- 
fpiracy to kill Joſeph, and at laſt to fell 
him, ſo that here 7a 'oþ was remarkably 
puniſh'd for his Polygamy ; The Chil- 
dren of thoſe Concuvines being both wick- 
ed and haters of his Children by Laws 
ful Wedlock ; and tho it be not direc- 
ly to our purpoſe yet it may not be per- 
naps unpleaſant to the Reader to acquaint 
him that the Hebrews think Jacob was juſ- 


ly 
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ly pumiſh'd, when made to believe that the 
blood of a Kid was that of hi; Son Joſeph, 
becauſe he bad formerly deceived hs Father 
and made. him to believe that he was ht: eldeſt 
Son Eſan, by putting a Kid's Shin about his 
Neck, QC. 

Our next Inſtance is in 7J:dah, who ha- 


ving left his Brethren and hks Father's 
| Houſe, and by Conſequence the then Church, 
| and Lodging with an Adulamite, fell in 


Love with a Canaanitiſh Woman, and Married 
her (he not then exceeding 14 Years of 
Age himſelf as Chronologers think) not 
only without his Father's Conſent, but a- 
gainſt it, according to the Example of = 
/az, —- How he was puniſh'd for this fault 
the following Hiſtory acquaints us, viz. 
That having obliged his Son Er to an 
2rly and precipitant Marriage like his 
own, who beinga Wicked Man, and as 
the Hebrews think, guilty of Sodomy, or as 
others of ſpilling his Sced upon the ground 
as his Brother Onan did, the Lord de- 
ſtroyed him. Nor was Judah any hap- 
picr in his Son Cnan abovementioned, who 


| being given to his Brothers Widow 


for a Husband to raiſe up Seed to his Bro- 


| thr, did maliciouſly ſpill it on the ground, 


that his Brother's Memory might not be 
continued ; Whereas to die Childleſs had 
not only a Tendency to the decay, and 
ruin of the Family, but was alſo look'd 
upon as Reproachtu], and therefore it is 
the opinion of Divines, that that tempo- 
rary Law was conſtituted Dewt. 25. 5. The 
Rabbins 
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Rabbins according to their fabulous mag. 
ner, alledge, That Onan did this becanſe 
he would not have Thamar's Beauty ſpoil 
ed by bearing Children, but whatever truth 
there be tn that, 'tis certain that God de. 
froyed him for "that Impurtty, and fruſtras 
ng oe End of Nature, which 1s next akin 
ro Munther if not 4 ſpecies c of at, ſeeing it de 
ffroged that which was portuitially a Man 
H oman. 

But Jadai”'s puniſhment does not cen 
here, he is plagned with raging Luſt in 
his own advanced years, and being 4 Wi- 
dower did inceſtuouſly pollute his own 
Danghter-in Law Thamar, whom he took 
to be a Common Harlot, by which hen. 
curd a perpetual diſgr..ce, and bronght 
an Indeljble blot upon . his Memory. From 


'that Hiitory we may plainty alſo perceive 


thatAdultery was held a Canital Crime even 
amongft thoſe Canaanites, ſeeing Juaah or- 
ered his Davghter-1n- Law who was in 2 
manner betrothed to his third Son Shelay 
to be burnt : Nay, and that the Crime 
which 1s called le Fornication Was aC- 
connted ſhamefull zmongſt them, ſecing, 
when he fent. his Friend to redeem the 
pledges which he had left with Thamar, 
bar could neither find her nor them, he 
faid, Ler her rake them to her leſt we be aſk | 
med. Thamar's fat fome have endeavon- 
red to excuſe, becauſe ſay they, It did 
nor proceed from Incontinence, but to re- 
venge her ſelf vpon her Father, for not 


giving her Shelab to Husband as he had 
Pro» 
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ome ki,owledge that the Meſſiah ſhould de- 
” Wcend from Judah, and therefore delired 
Wo be impregnated by him, but neither 
*Wf theſe Excuſes are ſufficient, and there- 
* More we find that ſhe was puniſh'd with a 
1 Bpcrpernal Widowhood for her Incontinence 
"Wand alſo by a dangerous and monſtrous 
' Birth of twins, who ſeemed to ſtrive which 
 Wof them ſhould be ſooneſt rid of their 
© Bimmure Mother, and by that means con- 
i Mributed to render the Memory of their 
father and Mothers Crime immortal. 
The next Scripture Inſtance is, of a 
mixt Nature, and contains a Glorgoms Tri- 
mph of Chaſtity in the Fexrſon of Joſeph, 
rainſt the: entations of his Laſcivious Mi- 
ſtreſs, by embracing of which, he might 
not only have ſatisfied the invenile heat of 
Concupiſcence, Þþnt alſo have expected 
Riches, Preferment, and what not by means 
of a Woman of ker Quality, and opporti- 
nity to fulfil the Lnſts of the Fleſh with 
ecrecy and Impunity, the Repenatca attacks 
which ſhe made upon him, his abſence and 
rſt Expulſion from his Father's Family, 
which then contain d the viſible Church, 
» tie Impure' Example of the Fgyprians, and 
the unavoidable danger which he muſt 
feeds foreſee he threw himſelf into, by 
reſiſting her Unlawful deſires, ſer his Vi- 
tory off with the reater Luſtre,and depatnts 
er Crime in Flacker Col:ms; and that 
ame Hiſfory which rewards his Chaltixy 
with immortal Fame, puniſhes er Unrlean= 


neſs 


remiſed 3 and others alledge that ſhe had 


_ 
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neſs with eternal diſgrace, and Brands her 
with a fort of Kape Ccitiary T0 the C:m- 
mon Courſe of the Sex, and with abomina- 
ble Gruelty in accuſing the Innocent youth 
of her own Crime, for which he was ſhut 
up in Priſon and brought in danger of 
his Life; ſuch is the Rage of diſappointed 
Luſt, The Rabbins alledge that ſhe 
feigned her ſelf to be fick,:or really might 
be ſo thro? her burning Luſt as Amnon 
was for Tamar, and finding that- all her 
Sollicitations by words couid not do, or- 
der'd it ſo as he ſhould find her a Bed 
in a Room where he frequented; think- 
ing thereby to add Strength to the Temtation, 
and it that would not do, was reſolved 
to make uſe of Force, which ſhe did al- 
ſo attempt, but in vain. Andit is allo re- 
markable, that her Husband, tho no doubt 
incens'd upon heracculing Foſeph, yet was 
ſo far over-rul'd as to abſtain trom vio- 
lence towards him, and ”tis nct at all to 
be doubted, but when Joſeph's extraor din 
ry Favour in the Coutt of Heaven, ad- 
vanced him tro the Court of Pharaoh, but 
this Unchaſte Woman, it then alive, became 
a Curſe and a Reproach, or it dead thar her 
memory lecame Vile and Contemptible, 
This paſlage brings naturally to my mind 
that well known Reflection upon the Re- 
formation here in Enziand, by ſome looſe 
Perſons, viz, That it came from Henry VIII's 
Codpiece, which opprobrious ſaying, was 


+ ag invented by Enemies to our Ke- 
I 


gion, and as there's no doubt bur that 
Princes 
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Princes [ncontinence gave himoccalton to 
tnquire into the Pope's Power, and at- 
* Eterwards to. break it when he oppos & his 
1 F4;vorce, ſo we ſee it is no new thing for 
t God to bring about his own holy and pure 
f Betizns, by the Lmpure and Wicked deligns 
a Nof Mortals, for here this I/oman $ [ncor- 
CY rinence occaliond Joſeph's Imprifonment, 
LE where becoming acquainted with ſome oft 
" F Pharaob'sCourtiers then under difgr.ice,that 
l Foive occaſion to his being ſent for to 
- EComt, and laid the «Foundation of thar 
d Deliverance which the Church »f God had 
from an Univerſal Famine by his means 

8 1 ſhall conclude tis Hiltory of Jueps 
1D with oge obſervation, -that as he 1s Re- | 
- F corded to poſterity for a Mirror of Chaſti- 
ty, we don't find that he was fo much as hz: 
tainted with digamy or polygamy, as bis Fa- 
$ ther and Grezt Grand-Father wcre, whoſe 
Examples herein tho? they were Hol, men 
0 F he never followed, and this Is the more 
Remarkavle becauſe his Dignity and Pow- 
er In tne Land of FEgyyr furnidh'd him 
{ I with all things neceſſiry for Pampering the 
© Flejh, and afforded him an op 2rtunity of 
[ keeping as many Wives and Coi:cubines as 
+ bf pleaſed, and yet we find he contented 
LF himſelf with one, by which alſo we may 
perceive that thy a Pattern of Chaltiry, 
| yer be accounted JLLawfull Marriage an{d 
? Fl Procreation of Children no violation of 
* Eitas the X7ad Fopyh 4104; would pretend 
to do, 
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neſs with eternal diſgrace, and Brands her. 


with a fort of Rape cuntrary | to the Cum- 
mon Courſe of the Sex, and. with. abomina- 
ble Gruelty 1n accuſing the Innocent youth 
of her own Crime, for which he was ſhut 
up in . Priſon and brought in danger of 
his Life; ſuch is the Rage of diſappointed 
Luſt. The Rabbins alledge that - ſhe 
feigned her ſelf to be fick, or really might 
be ſo thro* . her burning Luſt as Amnon 
was for Tamar, and finding that all her 
Sollicitations by words could not do, or- 


_ der'd it fo as he ſhould find her a Bed 


in a Room where he frequented, think- 
ing thereby to add Strength ro the Tentation, 
and if that would not do, was reſolved 
to make uſe of Force, which ſhe did al- 
ſo attempt, but in vain. Andir'is alſo re- 
markable, that her Husband, tho no doubt 
incens'd upon heraccuſing. Joſeph, yet was 
ſo far over-rul'd as to. abſtain from  vio- 
lence towards him, and *tis not at all to 
be doubted, but when Joſeph's extraordine= 
ry Favour In the Court of Heaven, . ad- 
vanced him to the Conrt of Pharaoh, but 
this Unchaſte Woman, if then alive, became 
a Curſe and a Reproach, or if dead that her 
memory became Vile and Contemptible. 
This paſſage brings naturally to my mind 
that well known Reflection upon the Re- 
formation here in Erziand, by ſome looſe 
Perſons, viz. That it came from Henry VIIPs 
Codpiece, which opprobrious ſaying, was 
probably invented by Enemies to our Re- 
lgion, and as there's no doubt but that 
Princes 
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Princes Incontinence gave him occakgnto 
t nquire into the Pope's Power, + and at- 
terwards to break it when he oppesd his 
divorce, ſo we ſee it is no new thing for 
God to bring about his own holy. and pure 
deligns, by the Impure and Wicked detigns 
of Mortals, for here this Woman's: /ncor- 
tinence occalion'd Foſeph's Imprifonment, 
where becoming acquainted wich forme. of 
Pharaoh'sCourtiers then under difgrace,that 
gave occaſion to his being ſent for to 
Court, and laid the Foundation of | thar 
Deliverance which the Church of God had 
from an Univerſal Famine by his means 

| fhall conclude this Hiſtory of Joſeph 
with oge obſervation, that as he 1s Re- 
corded to poſterity for a Afirror of Chaſti- 
ty, we don't find that he was ſo much as he 
tainted with dig amy or polygamy, as his Fa- 
ther and Great Grand-Father were, whole 
Examples herein tho? they were Holy mea 
he never followed, and this is the more 
Remarkable becauſe his Dignity and Paw- 
er in the Land of  Egypr furniſh'd hun 
with all things neceſlary for Pampering the 
Fleſh, and afforded him an opportunity of 
keeping as many Wives and Concubines as 
he pleaſed, and yet we find he contented 
himſelf with one, by which alſo we 'may 
perceive "that thoy* a Pattern of Chaſtity, 
yet he accounted 1 awfull Marriage and 
Procreation of. Chitdren no violation of 
it as the Mad Fopiſh Monks would pretend 
to do. 


The 
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The next Inſtance we have of Divine 
Judgment upon Uncleanneſs is in the pu- 
niſhment inflicted upon. Rewber, and pro- 
phetically foretold by: his Father Jacob in 
his laſt words unto his Children, orin his 
laſt Will and Teſtament as ſome are plea- 
ſed to call it. 'The Jadgment pronounced 
againſt Reubex is this, Unitable as Water 
thou ſhalt not excell becauſe thou wenteſt up to thy 
_ Father's Bed, then defiled'ſt thou it, he went 
up to my Conch, &c. Chronoiogers Reck- 
on, that' this was 40 years after Reuben's 
Inceſt with his Father's Concubine Bzlhah, 
and tho? Rexben had no doubt repented of 
his Crime and was thereupon pardord. by 
God and his Father ſo as to be continu-+ 
ed both in the Church and in his Father's 
Family, yet now his iniquity 1s called to 
remembrance by his dying Parent, who 
puts Reuben to ſhame afreſh before all his 
\ Brethren, and declares it to be the Wall 
of God, that Re«ben ſhould be deprived 
of: his Birth-right becauſe of his Impurt- 
ty, and that whereas being -the Eldeſt Son 
he ought of right to have expefted the 
Prieſthood, Roya'ty, and Preeminence over hs 
Brethren ; he is now told that he ſhould 
ot excel, that is, he and h.s Poſterity 
ſhould neither be conſiderable tor Srrengrh, 
Valour, nor Number, and the cauſe 1s. fub- 
joyned *becanſe he was Unſtable as Water 
and had defiled his Father's Bed, or had 
becn ated by his Imperuous and Raging 
Luſt like an inundation of Water which: 
over-flows its Banks and drowns, the Coun- 
ory, 
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try ; and" thus as Eſa loſt his Birth-right 
by one ſort of Profanity, Reaber loft : it 
»- | by another ; and as he had reſembled an 
nf Inundation of Water for Fury and Infta- 
is | bility, ſo God poured him out like Wa- 
- | ter, and made his ſtate Unſtabie; and this 
d 8 Judgment was pronounced tn the hearing 
of all his Brethren as the laſt and irre+ 
vocableWyill of God and his Father, which, 
there's no reaſon to dondr, fer it home 
with the greater punzency upon Rexbern's 
Soul ; and.efpecially becauſe not only he 
himſelf, but his Poſterity alf> was ſet up 
as a Monument of God's Judgment againft 
Incontinence. There are fome who fabu- 
touſly aſſert, that Jacob being well vers'd 
in Aſtronomy, did Tead the deſtiny of 
his Sons. in the _ Stars,, where they wall -- 
have the prognoſtication of all humane E=  - 
vents to be writ down as in a Book; bur 
the Event hath verified that he was acted by 
a more infallible Author, 

The next thing that offers it ſelf to 
our Conſideration 1s the . Sentence _ pro- 
nounc*d [againſt Simeon and Levi, who 
. BE were Brethren to Renben by Leah, joyned 
; WW to Jacob as hath been formerly obſerved by 

Unlawfull Wedlock. -— And that which 
makes the Curſe inflicted upon. them fit 

| BE for our Remark is this, viz. That it was 
occaſioned by their Cruelty againſt the * 
Schecbemites, of whichthe: Rape committed 
upon their Siſter Dinah was the procu- 
ring Cauſe ; ſo that it comes naturally to 
be taken notice of as one of the Judgments 
STE 
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which was the Conſequence of Luſt. The 
purport of their Sentence was, Thi the 
{bould be divided in Jacob and diſperſed 1n ll- 
rael. A very proper puniſhment for thoſe 
who commit Crimes againſt the being of 
humane Society, to be ſcattered up ard 
down upon. the face of the Farth : And it 
we may give Credit to the ConjeQtures 
of the Learned, their Poſterity inherited 
their Fathers Cruelty; for the Levires, that 1s 
to ſay, the order of Prieſthood, and deſcen; 
dants of Levi, condemned Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
Fudas who betray'd him, being as they ſay, 
of the Tribe of Simeon, . both thoſe Tribes 
had a hand in that Condemnation, which 
was. the moſt cruel and unjuſt Sentence 
that ever was .pronounced in the World, 
The next thing - which we find in the 
Sacred Records relating to our SubjeQ: Is, 
That God to Teſtify his abhorrence of 
this ſin of Uncleanneſs, gives it as the 
7th, precept to his peculiar People, 1/rael, 


| that they ſhould not commit Adultery ; un- 


der which Term, Uncleanneſs of every 


ſort is farbidden ; and being the 7th. in, 


order it would ſeem that the Divine Law- 
giver did thereby intimate that they ſhould 
be as frequent and particular in the Re- 
membrance of this precept as they were tq 


be of ſanQifying every Seventh Day, which. 


tho.1t were appointed for a reſt, .yet they 
were hereby given to underſtand that ti.ey 


were not to ſpend this Day in Chamber=,F 
ing and Wantonneſs, nor make it the prin- 
cipal Day of their impure Afſſignations as 

t wr « | ; our 
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our Modern Debanchees do ;, and tho? this 
precept was promulgated from Mount $j- 
nai with the ſame ſolemnity of Thunder 
and Lightning as the reſt of the Law was, 
yet God would have his people fo pun- 
Qual in the obſervation of it, that he ad- 
ded a further ſanQion to it, by appoint- 
ing particular puniſhments for the various 
manners of breaking It - as he that enticed 
and defPd Yirgin ſhonld certainly take her 
to Wife ; but if her Father wonld not 

conſent to it, the Perſon that_defiled her 
> Y ſhonld pay her Doury ; but it the Virgin 
* vere betrothed and defiled in any place 
| Y where ſhe might have help upon crying 
* Your, then both Parties were to he put to 

death ; but -if the betrothed Yirginr were 
- Eforprized in the field, or where the could 
» not have help npon crying out, then the 
t BMan was only to ſuffer death, Exod. 22. 
> Wis. Dent. 22. from 14 to the end, but in. caſe 
any Man were found lying with another 
Mans Wife, then both the offending Par- 
ies were to be ſtoned to Death ; and.if 
any Husband :could prove that his Wite 
ad plaid the Whore with another Man 
before his Marriage to her, ſhe was like- 
iſe t5 be ſtoned to death.——And as a 
urther Evidence of God's deteſtation of 
EV horedom, ' it was appointed Dext. 23. 
. That no Baſtard ſhould enter inro the Congre- 
ration of the Lord, even to hg tenth Gene= 
[ti : Nay, fo great was the care of the 
1 Divine Law-giver-to have his ſeleC&t Peo- 
as'Ple ſtrictly Chalte and Continent, that he 
ar D 2 orders 
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orders them to provide againſt, all occa- 
ſions of Laſciviouſneſs, or Incontinence 1n 
their very Apparel, and particularly” in' 
the- 22. of Deut. and 12. he commands 
them to make Fringes upon the four Cor- 
ners of their Garments, which fome Com- 
mentators underſtand to be Points or Laces 
to faſten them ſo thet their Nakedzeſs might 
not be diſcovered: on any occaſion, Breech- 
es not being then in uſe. 1n that fame Chap- 
ter Men are forbid to wear Womens Ap- 
parel, -or Women Mens, leſt thereby there 
ſhould be an opportunity , given to pro- 
miſcuous Luſts. By this, Effemimnte Fops 
and, Maſculine Virago's are alſo rebuk'd: 
Nay, Common . Reaſon teaches vs- to-de- 
ſpiſe and abhor ſuch Unnatural; Moniters, 
A Poor Heathen Poet could ſay, 


Quem preſtare poteft mulier galcata- pudoe 
rem 
ln T3) 
Cue Jig a [exn. 


What oaeſiy can we expect to ſee 
I: Women Armed like Soldiers C ap-a Pte. 


TheAlmigihty 1s very particular in FE xc- 
dat, Leviticx, and Denteronomy, 11 enuine- 
rating the different forts of ' Uncleanneſs, 
which he, would: have his People to avoid, 
and after having forbid under ſevere Penal- 
ties thoſe more uſual methods of Trgnſpreſſing 
the Seventh Commandment, he forbids Mar- 
riage within - ſuch and ſuch degrees of Con- 
ſang:inity, lays reſtrictions upon the uſe q 

eng 
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the Marriage-Bed it felf ; and becauſe our 
nature is fo deprav'd, 'that when Luſt has 
the Reins laid on its Neck, it puts Man- 
kind upon the ſearch of Unnatwal Alctnods 
to ſatisfy ir, . the Divine' Goodneſs con- 
ſults gur Welfare ſo-muchas to make thoſe 
things plainly. appear to be ſinful ro us by 
his prohibition, *which Nature it ſe!f at 
firſt Glance would have taught us to be 
ſo, if we did but make uſe of Common 
Reaſon ; And therefore the approaching to 
a Woman in ker Oncleanrneſs ;, and Beſtiality, 
or Unnatural Comixtion with Creatures of 
another kind, Crimes which ought to have 
been. Buried in perpetual Oblivion, whoſe 
very Names ſtrike 'Yarure 'with fear and 
horrour, are exprelly forbid, and the ve- 
Ty Brutes as wcll as the Man or Woman 
were ordered to be cnt off for having ſuffer. 
ed ſuch a tranſzreſſion of the Law of Na- 
ture ; and that the People might take the 
more care to obſerve both thoſe poſitive 
and Negative precepts, he tells them that 
for ſuch Ahominations the Canaanites were 
to be driven out before them and: cut 
cit. 

It. is alſo- worth our Notice, that the 
Explanation of this Seventh Commandment 
is more at large ſet down 11 the Sacred 
Scriptures, than that of” any other of the 
Commandments, and that the Law-gliyer 
knowing the Frailty of humane Nature, 
hath been - particularly Carefall and Indul- 
gent in the methods appointed for Pre- 
ſervation of Cia/tity, as well as Juſt in the 
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m ethods for diſcovering and puniſhing In- 
co ntinence. 

The Liberty allow'd the 7/raelires 1n 
their divorces and the privilege that a new 
Married Man had of not being obliged 
to go to War the firſt joey are ſufficient 
prcofs of the | enity of the Law-giver, 
and that no Perſon could pretend any Ju- 
ſtifiable reaſon for their 7acornrinence. 
years time for a Man and.a Woman to 
cohabit was ſufficient to eſtabliſh their 
mutual Love, 'and to prevent that Lubri- 
city. of the fleſh which is diſcoverable vp- 
on firſt Marriage, and might endanger the 
Womans Chaſtity if too ſoon deprived 
of her Husband, and the Man's alſoif all 
of a ſudden taken from his Wife, eſpe- 
cially to follow a Military Employment, 
which generally abounds with Tentations to 
Incontinence, and many other C1imes— And 
anſwerable to this is the Command of the 
Apoſtle, That the Hwuiband ſhould . pay all 
due benevolence to the Wife, and that they 
* ſhould not defraud one another but with Con- 
ſent for a time leſt Satan tempt them for their 
Incontinence. | 

Chaſtity was ſo ſtrictly enjoyned unto this 
{clect people of God, that they were not only 

forbid to ſuffer any of their Daughters to be 
W hores, or any of their Sons to be Whore- 
Maſters, as fome think the word which 
in our Tranſlation Deut 23. 17. is Sodo- 
mites, ought to be rendered, but all man- 
_ ner of immodeſty was ſtrialy forbid ; and 
therefore if any Woman ſeeing her Hus- 
band 
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band and another Man a Quarrelling, ſhould 
be ſo impudent in. her Fury or Paſſ- 
on as to take rhe other - Man by the Se- 
cret Parts to oblige him to forbear Quar- 
relling with lier Husband, her hand was 
to bz- cut oft - without any pity, tho” eve- 
ry Man knows that a Preſſure or Gripe ia 
thoſe parts would quick)y Force her. Hus- 


*-band's Antagomiſt to quit the Fray. -—- 


And by much more reaſon would thoſe 
Judges have Condemned -Women who 
put their hands to thoſe parts upon a Luſt- 
ful Account. 

The Trials appointed in the. Levirical 
Law to find out whether the Jealouſic of 
the Husband was well founded, was like- 
wiſe admirably Accommodated for the 
Clearing of the Innocent, and condemn- 
ing the Guilty. The Tokens of Virginity 
which the Learned tel] us never failed in 
that Climate, were a Convincing proof 
of the Brides being a Maid or otherwiſe, 
and therefore the Linen in which the 
Bridegroom and ſhe lay the ji-/# night was 
carefully kept by the Parents of the Bide, 
and taken from "the Ped before proper 
Witneſſes, as a- ſecurity tor their Daugh- 
ters Honour. If the accuſation were found 
falſe, the Husband * was to be Chaſtis'd and 
Fin'd in an Hundred Shekels of Silver ro 
the Father of the Damſel, and it it was 
found to be true, ſhe was to be ſtoned to- 
Death for having wrought folly in 1ſrael ; 
ſo that theres no doubt but this Cuitom 
had a piighty influence upon Parents: to 
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witch carefully over their Daughters, and 


on the Ygins themſelves to preſerve their 
Chaſtity. | 

The Trial to find out whether a Wo- 
man had committed. Adultery after Mar- 


riage, was yet more ſolemn and terrible, - 


as may be ſeen in the 5th. of Numbers, 


from the 11th. to the 31it. Verſe. And 


ſeeing the effect of the bitter Water which 
the Woman was 'to- drink on . that occa- 
fion, was altogether Supernatural, v:z..to 
make her fruitful if Innocent, and her 
Pelly to ſwell and , Thigh to rot if guil- 
ty, it plainly. demonſtrated that God him- 
ſelf was the Patron of Chaſtity, and Reven- 


ger of Adultery, and'' the. Perſon found. 
guilty upon this occaſion becoming a curſe, 


among the people, it ſhews how odious 
and abominable that Crime then was in 


the Eyes of Man as well' as in the Eyes. 


of God ; and there's no doubt bnt this.had 
a very great influence upon Women to 
be Zoyal 19 their Hubands, and careful to 
avoid glving em any occalion- of Jealouſie. 
it's probable that the Trial of Adultery by 
the Fiery ordeal, or laving ſo many. hot 


Bars of [ron upon the ground, covering / 


the Woman's Eyes, and. making her go 0- 
ver them with her bare Feet, which ſhe 
burnt 1f Guilty, and came off without a- 
ny hart if Innocent, was an Apiſh I- 
mitation of this ſolemn and ſevere Jewiſh 
Trial, as many. other of the Popiſh Super- 
ſtitions are ooliſh and unwarrantable ]Imi- 
tations of the Jewiſh Ceremonies ; but as 
they 
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they have -not the-.Divine Inſtitution for 
their Warrant, . they come a'ways ſhort of 


the deſired effect, and - turn .to the-dif-. 


grace of the Inventers "and Practitio- 
nets. 

It alſo deſerves. our obſervation ' that 
the fiux of the Natural Seed in Man, the 
menſtrua 1a Women, and their ordinary 
purgations . aftey « Child -bearirig, rendred 
them unfit for publick worſhip, and were 
accounted unclean. Nay even the very Law- 
ful Act betwixt Mar and Wife: went vn- 
der that denomination :; ; becaute, as 1t 1s well 
obſerved by Divines, * the C orryption of 
© Nature is more apt to diſcover 1t ſelf in 
* that Lawfull at, than perhaps inany 0- 
©ther, and becauſe Original Cortuption is 
* Conveyed.urto vs in our firſt Conception 
*by that very ſubſtance whe:cot ws are 

* made. 

The next ſcriptural Inſtance that Oc- 


curs, Is in the 25th. of MN.nber;, where 


we "have an account that the Afoabires and 
Midianites being afraid of the Children of 
Iſrael, the (King of the Moabitei ſent for 
Balaan:, a falſe Prophet and Enchanter, to 
Curſe them, that he might the more extily 
prevall over them ; but Balaam finding that 
it wzs not in his power to Curſe Thoſe 
whom God had Bleſſed, gave them advice 
to ſend: out their Beautiſil Wenn Among 

the Iſraelites to tempt them to Unclean:. 
neſs; which if they conld, he knew thar it 
would render. them odious in the foht of 
their Holy God, and bting dn Judgments 
upon 
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upon them from the Almighty hand of Jeho: 


vah, who had given them ſuch Laws for the 
preſervation of their Chaſtity as diſtinguiſh- 
ed them from the polluted Nations of the 
Earth, We muſt take notice by the way, 
that the Moabites were the Deſcendants of 
- Lof's Inceſtuous Brood by one of his Daugh- 
ters, and *tis very probable that they, lookt 
upon promiſcuous Copulations *to be ſufficient- 
ly Authorjz'd by the unhappy flip of that 
Good man, which together with their zeal 
to ſave their Country, made them ready 
enough to proſtitute themſelves to the 7/- 
raclites=And they notwithſtanding the pro. 
hibition and Laws of that God who had 
choſen them for his peculiar people, call- 
ed them his firſt born, deſtroyed the Fgyp- 
tians and Amorites for their ſakes, Ks, as 
he told them himſelf, becauſe of ſuch pol- 
Jutions, yet they, whom Balaam's Magick 
could not Enchant, were ſo much bewitch- 
ed with Luſf towards the Daughters of 
Moab, that they firſt committed Whore- 
dom with them, and then committed 1I- 
dolatry to pleaſe them ; ſo ealie and natu- 
ral Is the tranſition from a wicked Life t9 a 
falſe Religion. | TY 
This Lewd and Ungratefull Practice did 
quickly. kindle the Anger of the. Lord a- 
gainſt them, which was no other way to 
be expiated but by the Death of thoſe 


who had been Ring-Eeaders of this Unclean- 


neſs and Idolatry, and therefore God Com- 
manded the Judges and Magiſtrates by the 


Mouth of his Servant Moſes, every _ to 
ay 
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flay thoſe «Ring-Leaders and Heads of the 
people in their own Juriſdiction, who had 
polluted themſelves, and to hang them up 
againſt the Sun, in "the face of which they 
| had- committed wor Abominations; 
that a Thouſand of thoſe profane Grear 
men were hanged, as'the Learned do com- 
pute, and Twenty Three Thouſand of the Gim- 
2108 people were conſumed by the Plague 
for their Whoredom. 

In this General Inſtance of Uacleazinefs 
there is one more particularly taken no- 
tice of by the-Seripture, viz. That of Zjm- 
77, a Frince of the Trihe of S;meon, with 
Cozbj the Daughter of a Prince of. Aidian. 
By the reading it would ſeem that this 
man was ſo far beforted with his Zuftjs? 
Paſſion, as neither to regard the Command 
of God for hanging up other Great men 
that were guilty of the like Crime, ' nor 
the hand of God which was gone out a+ 
gainſt the Common People,deſtroyi 11% thoſe 
by. a burning Plague who juſt 'before were 
burning 1n their Luſts, but in the very 
| heat of God's Anger, and while the Co "Ngre-= 
gation were all in Tears for their Sins and 
Judgments, as if he wonid ont-brave the 
wrath of God and inſult over the Calami- 
tics of the people, he -brought his 241di- 
antiſh Whore in the {11ghr of Moſes ard all 
the Congregation into his Tent, and as 
he made himſelf thus a Rem arbable Staner, 
the Lord did purſue him, with as Remarka- 
ble a Judgment, by ſturring up Phinehas 
to go beyond the ordinary bounds of his 
Vocation 


«<4 ads 
T 


"44 
| 4 


An Eſſay towards * 


Vocation and become Executioner of his 


Juſtice npon this Luſ#full Gallant, whom to- 
gether with his Whore, he thruſt through 
with his Javelin ; ſo that inſtead of ſend- 
ing a Prieſt to give him abſolution, God 


Commiſſioned a Prieſt to be the Meſlen- 


er of diſpatching him to everlaſting flames 
in the very mids of his own Impure flames ;; 
and while not only the names of Common 
Sinners, but even thoſe of other Great men 


who. were hanged: for the ſame Crimes, 


are buried in oblivion, the Name of this 
Prince and his Tribe are conveyed: down 
to Poſterity to perpetuate the Memory of his 
Infamy; and this Remarkable Zeal of Phjze- 
has was ſo well pleaſing to. God, that. the 
Plague amoneſt the People did iummediate- 
ly ceaſe upon It. Y C23. 

It's an obſervation naturally ' dedacible 
trom. this paſſage, that the Chief Magi- 
ſtrate onght to puniſh ' Great Alex in an 
Exemplary manner for ſuch Great and 
Heinous Crimes as Whoredom and Idolatry, 
Here the great ones are hung up before 
the Sun, while Sinners of a lower rank are 
ſuffered to. rot by a Common Contagion. 
From hence alſo we may obſerve, That 
then a Reformation may have proſpett of 
Succeſs when Miniſters and Magiſtrates con» 
cur in it, as here Phinehas did with Mo- 
ſes. 

The. horrid advice of Palazm before- 
mentioned puts me in mind of, the Coun- 
ſel which Cardinal Maxzarine 1s generally 
charged with as to England, viz.,T hat the 


beſt 
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beſt way to make us Papiſts, was, to debauch 
our Morals, particularly by W boredom. We 
find by the Inſtance juſt now related, that 
Uncleanneſs is a .ſtrong attraQive to I» 
dolatry, and whether the Lewd Example 


of the Court which overſpread the Nation 


with Debauchery, did not very much pro- 
mote the Popiſh - Intereſt 1n ocmey Relank, 
and likewiſe lay the Foundation for that 
Atheiſm, Deiſm, and Socinianiſm which doth 
ſo much abound in this (now - that the 
Debauchees. cannct fnd thelr Account in 
Popery) let Experience teſtify. 

If the Advocates of Lechery ſhould object, 
that the puniſhments abovementioned were 


inflicted - upon the People becauſe of their 


Idolatry, and not upon the Account of 
their Infamous Commerce with the Davgh- 
ters of Midian ; it 1s caſte to anſwer 
them that they were puniſh'd for both in 
ConjunCtion; and the Apoſtle in the firſt 
of Corinthians, 10. and 8. afſigns their For- - 
nication as the Cauſe of their Judgments ; it 
being indeed the Original Cauſe, and as 
has been ſaid already, Whoredom and ']- 
dolatry have a Nztural Tendency to one 

another, and therefore Cardinal Aazarine's 
Receipt abovementioned for perverting 
Proteſtants to be Papiſts, may very well 
paſs with a probatumeſt, 

There's one thing more to be taken no- 
tice of in-this Inſtance, and that 'is, the 
Judgments -which this Whoredom brought 
vpon the - A4idianites as well' as upon the 
Children of /racl. 1t is well enough ___ 
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Revenge, \and there's little reaſon to donbt 
but the Tſraclites were incens'd enongh a- 
gainſt thoſe of 2/idian for this Great In- 
jury 'they had done them, yet the Almigh- 
ty thought fit to whett their Revenge and 
Commanded them to Yex the Midianites 
and Smite them, becauſe they vexed them with 
their Wiles, and beguif'd them in the matter of 
Peor and Corbi, *chat is by enticing them 
to Idolatry and Whoredom, Peor being 
the Mountain - where the Midjanitiſh Baat 
was worſhipped, for Baal was an Appel- 
tative Name to Heathen Idols, as Mary is 
to the Popiſh ones, but diſtinguiſt'd by the 
places where the moſt Famous Statues or 
Piftures of 'em were worſhiped, as our 
Lady of Loretro, Lady of Prague, Cc. 
now a days. 

So that here's a War declared againſt 
Midian with as good Authority -and for 
. as great and weighty Cauſes as ever -any 
War was declared under Heav*n. 

The Execution of which we have an 
account of in the '3r. Chap. where It's re- 
commended unto Moſes as the laſt Mitt- 
tary Explctt that ever he was to perform 
to Averge the Lord and the Children of 
Iſrael of the Midianites, which was accord- 
ingly done by an Army Contemptible for 
Number, viz. 12000 Men, who deſtroyed a 
Numerous People, Governed by 5 Kings, 
put all their Males to the edge of the 
Sword, their Kings not excepted, and a- 
moneſt the reſt Balaam the falſe Prophet 
was 


that Corrept Natnre is proffe enough to 
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was ſlain as a juſt reward for- his pernici- 
ous- Council, and ſo the Riches which he 
acquir'd and was ſo covetous of, that for. 
the Lucre of *em he would att contrary to 
God's Expreſs Command, became a prey 
to the 1ſraelires againſt whom he had gi- 
ven ſuch Helhſh advice. 

It is alſo obſervable that Phinehas who had 
formerly ſignalized his Zeal, is ſent along 
with the Troops, which was: both a great 
Honour to him and an Encouragement to 
them as fighting under the Auſpices of 
Heaven, and had it been otherwife they 
could never poſſibly have Conquer'd ſuch 
a great. People as the Midjanites appear 
to have been 3 by the Number of the Wo- 
men ſaved that .had never known Man, 
viz. 32000, their Sheep which were 675000, 
their Beeves 72090, and Aſſes 61000; fo 
thar God powred Contempt upon that Ef- 
teminate Whoring Nation in deſtroying 
them by ſuch an Inconſiderable Number 
of men. 

It's alſo to be obſerved that Moſes was 
very Angry with the Captains for having 
faved all the Women, and the reaſon gi- 
ven for it, is this, Becauſe they had en- 
ticed the Children of 1/acl, firſt to Whore. 
dom and then to Idolatry ; and therefore 
he Commanded every Woman who had 
known. a Man. to be deſtroyed, am 
thus thoſe Women who thought to have 
ſav'd their Country by Proſtitating them- 
ſelves, did thereby accelerate the- deſtru- 
tion of themfelyes.and their Country too 
an 
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and - the 14:dianitih Men who conſented to 
this Helliſh Stratagem of expoſing their 
Wives to ſave themſclves did thereby pro. 
cure the ruin of both, and their Virgins 
became a prey to the Conquerors. 

The juſt hatred of God againſt this /n- 
pure Nation. appears. likewiſe. 4n this, that 
their Furniture, Gold, Silver, &c. was not 
to be made uſe of by the Tfrachires till 
purified by Fire and Water according to 
the nature of the thing ;- ſo abominable 
in the Eyes of God are ai thoſe things ſpots 
td with the Fleſh. 

There are ſome who make an exception 
to the truth of this Hiſtory of the Total 
deſtruction of - the Midianitcs becauſe they 
aiterwards invaded T/rae! in great Multi- 
tades - in Gideor's time, but the ſolution is 
cake ; by the Total deſtrution may . be 
meant that of the Generality ; or. ſome of 
thew might eſcape -to the Neighbouring 
Nations, and return again with Foreign 
C-lonies to re inhabit their deſolate Ccun- 
try,, which the J[ſrachites were not to ſtay 
in, but preſs'd forward towards the Land 
of Canaan, and ſo the new Inhabitants aſ- 
ſurning the Name of the Country might 
invade the 7/raclites in the days of Gide- 
077, s 
We have ſeen the deſtrnQtion of M- 
dian, occaſioned by their Uncleanneſs, but 
that of the Moabites was reſpited for a 
while, becauſe they were the off-ſpring of 
Lot : Of ſuch advantage is it to be deſcended 
of Godly Parents, tho? in an illegal manner. 
We 


, 
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We have already conſidered Inceſtuous 
and Unlawfull Marriages, as they were for- 
bidden to. the 1ſraclites, whom God would 
bave diſtinguiſh'd from other Nations, not 
only in reſpett. of the purity of -their Mo- 
rals, but even in their Apparel,, Hatr, and 
laudable Cuſtoms: as Maimonides and others 
think /: And we come. now to conſider 
choſe Inceſtuous Marriages and Promiſcy« 
ous Copulations, as the Cauſes of the de- 
ſtruction of the Egyprians, amongſt whom- 
they. had dwelt ; and of the Caraarites, 
ia whoſe Land they were to dwell, as it is 
particularly expreſſed in the 1&th Chapter 
of Leviticus. It's true that all along in the 
Book of Exodus the Chief Crime of the Egyp- 
tians taken notice of, is, ppreſſion and Per- 
ſecution ; but, as we have ſaid before, Per- 
ſecution and +Uncleauneſs are .Generally 
Companions ; and we fiad that the mul- 
tiplication of the Hebrews was one great 
Cauſe of the Envy and Hatred of the E- 
eyptians towards them, which being the 
uſual Bleſſing and Reward of Chaſtity was 
a ſevere Reproof to the Laſtivious E- 
eVptians, Which no doubt did heighten their 
Enmity to the Children of I/racl. -And by 
the Prophets Reproof in the 20. and 23. 
Chapters of Ezek-!, That Jſ-acl had plaid 
the Harlot in-the days of her Youth, when 
ſhe was in the Land of Ezypr ; there's rea- 
ſon to think, that too too many of the '/rae- 
lites were infected with the corrupt Exam- 
ple of the Egyptians, who for their .Pro- 
miſcvous Venery are _ to _ 
- an 
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and Horſes, by the Prophet, in theſe words, 
Whoſe Members are as the Members of Afſes, 
aud whoſe Iſſue 1s as the Iſſue of Horſes.  Hi- 
ſorians tell us, That it was uſual amongſt 
the Egyptians for Brothers and Siſters to 
Marry togcther ; and that they made a 
Statute for the Lawfulneſs of it, becauſe 7- 
fs their Goddeſs was Married to her Bro - 
ther Oſ-is. Then ſecing the Jſraclites had 
convers'd amongſt them -2-0 Years, and 
had not only ſeen but learned their Cor- 
rupt manners, and been witneſles to all 
the plagues inflicted upon them on that 
Account, there could not! be a more pro- 
per Caution given them, than to beware 
of their PraQtices.-- It is alſo to be obſer- 


ved that the Arabians, amonglt whom the. 


Ifraclites wandered, married none but their 
own Kindred ; That the Perſians held 
it Lawfull for the Fathers to marry with 
their Daughters ; and the Parthians ac- 
counted it no Crime for the Mothers to 
marry with their Sons; ſo much.were thoſe 
Eaftern Countries drowned in Uncleannefſs ; 
whence It is plain that Whoredcm wag 
one of the principal Cauſes of their de- 
ſtruction. It's true, that in Abraham's time 
it would ſcem that {uch Inceſtyous Mar- 
riages were not Common amongſt the E- 
gyptians, otherwiſe his advice to Sara to 
(ſay that ſhe was his Siſter) would have 
been no Argument. to make the Epyprians 
conclude, that ſhe was not his Wife : But 


it is plain from Hiſtorians, that afterwards 
And thus . 


they grew more licentious, 
Prolemeyy 
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Ptolemy Pihladelphus married his Siſter .4-- 
ſrnve, and Sorter and Philopater, Egyptian 
Kings, did alſo marry their own Siltersg : 
And it's a known .Story of 'the Perſians, 
that when Cambyſes King, of Perſia had -a 
mind to: his youngeſt Siſter, and ask'd his 
Judges whether there were any Law a- 
gainſt it ; they anſwered him, That they 
knew none, but that there was a Law, that 
the King's of Perſia might do what they 
would — 
Meſſagates, Troglodites, Brachmans, and 0- 
ther Eaſtern People, allowed a Communi- 
ty of Wives, ' their Philoſophers taught iz, 
and Crates and Cabades Kings of Perſia, made 
L aws for It, 

Another of the Crimes forbidden to the 
Iſraelites, and which the Canaanites, and thoſe 
E aftern People were guilty of, was, cauſing 
their Seed to paſs through the fire to Moloch, 
by which ſome underſtand that in a molt fil- 
thy manner they conſecrated their Sperm or 
Seed to their Idol Priapss, as Baat's Prielt of- 
fered their Blood to their Idol, 1. Kings 
18. and. as the AMarichees and Gnoſtichs mix- 
ed the Euchariſt with humane Seed ; tho' 
the Current of Interpreters carry it for 
making their Children paſs throngh he- 
twixt two fires, and ſometimes offering 
them as a burnt-Sacrifice in Honour of 
their Idol. 

They are alſo charged with Sodomy, or 
the Unnatural Luſt of Men towards Men, 
to which they were given up by the Juſk 
Judgment of God as a due puniſhment for 
E-2 their 


Then *tis alſo known that the 
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their Idolatry, And at the diſſolution of 
the Monaſteries here in Exgland, our An- 
ti-Chriſtian Idolaters were found to have 
polluted themſelves in this - manner 
which Crime as it brought Hell upon the 
Sodomites before their time, (that is, brought 
Fire and Brimſtone upon. them before they 
went off the. Earth,) ſo this horrid Un- 
cleanneſs of the Monks procur'd the dif: 
ſolution of the Monalteries by Zexry VIII. 
before their Religion was diſcharged out of 
the Nation. x | 
The Fpyptians and - Canaanites are alfo 
charged with Beſtiality, their Men - and 
Women having committed Confuſion with 


Beaſts, and thus Paſiphae is accuſRd*of ha- 


ving. accompanied with a Bull, Polyphantes 
with a Bear, *cemirams with an Horſe, and 
the Women of Mendis in Egypt with Goats. 
— Nay if we may believe the Fables of the 
Tews, the falſe Prophet Balaam, who was 
ſlain amongſt the Msdjanires, was guilty of 
Beſtiality with his Aſs, which they fooliſh- 
ly colle& from thoſe Words of the Beaſt , 
wiz. Am not I thine Aſs which thou haſt rid- 
den pen ? It 1s alſo obſervable, that thoſe 
brutal Commixtions were puniſh'd by the 
Infamy of the Criminals, as well as by 
their deſtruQtion, ior. we read, that the 
Monſtrous Births have many times dif. 
covered thoſe Unnatural ( rimes, and that 
ſometimes they have been betrayed by He- 
terogeneons tho perfect Births. And thus 
'Plutarch tells us of a Boy begotten be- 
twixt a Man and a Mare, and of a Girl 
<4 betwixt 
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betwixt a Man and an Aſs ——And Olaus : 
Magnus mentions a Man begotten of a Wo- 
man by a Bear, who was thereupon called 
Urſus, and of whom many Great Pariſh 
Princes did afterwards deſcend — It's true 
that Galey denies that there can be any 
ſuch Generation of Mankind, but others 
maintain it upon this reaſon, Thar the 
Partial Cauſe being more Noble prevails over 
the leſs Noble, . aj it is many times ſeen thas 
a fair Woman hath brought forth a - Black-a- 
oor. 

In fine the Land of Canaan being p2l- 
luted by thoſe abominations, Vomited out 
her Inhabitants, the Poſterity of Cham, who 
did ſo impudently behold and revile his 
Fathers Nakedneſs, and is thought to have : 
revived the Vitions manners of the old 
World in his Poſterity, the Soaomites and 
Canaanites, and. thus we have-an account of 
two more Great Nations deſtroyed © by 
their Uncleannels, viz. 'the Epyprians and 
Canaanites, whoſe ' Practices | the 1/raelites 
were Commanded to avoid, as they: would 
not . run. the- hazard of the ſame or 
greater Judgments. | 

The next Remarkable Inſtance we meet 
with in Scripture, .is that of - Sampſon, who 
having a mind to take one of the Daugh- ' 
ters of the Philiftines to Wife, for which 
ſome- Commentatorsare of opinion that he 
had a particnlar. Revelation, or at. leaft 
2 Divine Inſtiat, ſhe proved - uofaithfull 
to him, and as. Levi Ben Gerſon- alledges, 
the Philiftine youths Committed © Advite- 
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ry with her, and by that means came to 
the knowledge of her Husbands Riddle : 

and this Interpretation he thinks to be 
favoured by Sampſon's ſaying, That if they 
had not Plowed with his Heifer they had wr 
found out his Riddle, but whether it were 
ſo or not, this is certain, that ſhe was guil- 
ty of the breach of Conjugal Fidelity , 
which iſſued in the deſtruQion of her Fa- 
mily and People, that ſhe thought to a- 
void by this piece of. Treachery. This is 
alſo certain, that ſhe afterwards, Gefiled 
the Marriage Bed, when Sampſon went a- 
way from her in "Anger. upon the Ac- 
count of diſcovering his Riddle. which 
makes Levi Ben Gerſon's Accuſation ſo much 
the 'more probable, eſpecially if we con- 
ſider that ſhe was by her Father beſtow- 
ed 'upon Samp/or?s Companion, viz. one of 
thoſe that ' had accompanied him - at 
the Marriage ſolemnity ; which diſcovers 
. the Looſneſles of the Philiſtines in a very 
Emphatical manner, and made Sampſon a 
very Juſt inſtrument of Revenge upon em 
and perhaps the Fulſomeneſs and Cunning 
of their Crime was very aptly puniſhed 
by tying thoſe ſtinking and Cunning Crea- 
tures the Foxes tail to tail with Fire-brands 
betwixt them, by which they burnt theCorn- 
fields and Vineyards of the Crafty and 
Impure Philiſtines. The _ objection which 
ſome make againſt this Story, viz. That 
it was impoſſible to find ſo many Foxes, 
Is frivolous ; 'it's plain that” thofe Crea- 
tures were very Nutnerous in' Sia and 
Paleſtine 
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Paleſtine ; and they are mentioned in the 
Canticles as ſpoilers of the Vines, for theſe 
Creatures are great admirers of Ripe 
Grapes ; ſo that for ſuch an Extraordi. 
nary Perſon as Sampſon to catch ſuch a 
Number of Foxes where they did fo much 
abound, was no hard matter ; It's certain 
that they were the moſt proper of any 
Creature for his purpoſe, ſeeing they fre- 
quented the Corn-fields and Vineyards, and 
by Conſequence run ſtraight thither ; where. 
.as if he had made uſe of Dogs, they would 
| have run to the Houſes where the Peo- 
ple might eafily have Quenched the Brands. 
The next thing obſervable 1n this paſ- 
ſage, is, the Juſt puniſhment which was 
inflicted upon Sampſor's T reacherous wife, 
and her Father, viz. T hat the Philiſtines 
burnt them with fire, a very proper pu- 
niſhment for ſuch a Luſtfall Family as this 
appears to have been, both by Sempſor's 
Wife's proving falſe to him, who was 
certainly able enough to perform his 
Conjugal duty, and alſo by her Father's 
inceſtuons offer of the younger Siſter , ta 
Sampſon, which ſhews that the fear of 
God was not in the Family : And this 
Villainous practice of theirs did not only 
draw deſtruction upon themſelves, , but 
on their polluted Country, and therefore 
this Revenge of deſtroying their Corn and 
Wine in the firſt place was very proper, 
idlenefs and fulneſs of Bread being great 
provocatives.to Uncleanneſs, and the old 
iaying. is found to be true ſine Baccho & 
[ E 4 Cerers 
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Cerere friget Venus. Take away Corn and 
Wine and Lechery will ceaſe. But this 
was not all the puniſhment inflicted upon 
that Impure People, for he ſmote them 
hip and thigh where ever he met them, 
ard ſhortly after killed a thouſand of em 
with the Jaw bone of an Aſs ; and: thus 
a Villainous People. were cutoff in an Ig- 
nominious manner, by the Jaw bone of 
one of the dulleſt and moſt deſpicable 
Beaſts. 5 

The next Inſtance of Divine .Wrath a- 
gainſt Fornication 1s Sampſon himſelf, who 
tho? he had been the Executioner of Gods 
Juſtice upon the Impure Phzliſtines, yet fell 
into the ſame Crime, and Repeated. it to 
the eminent danger, and at laſt to the lois 
of his Life : He was once Beſieged by the 
Philiſtines in Gaza, when he was with a 
Whore, and tho* God had not deſerted 
him then, ſo that he eſcaped them by his 
great ſtrength ahd carrying away the Gates 
on his Shoulders, yet he was ſo far from 
taking warning, that he becomes'enamou- 


red of the Strumpet Delilah, and was ſo * 


much beſotted with his Luſt, that tho? ſhe 
had given kim many demonſtrations of her 
Treacherous deſign to betray him into the 
hands of the Philit;nts,, yet he could not 
reſcue himſelf from her ſnares, bur at laſt 
became a Prey and Scorn to his: Epe- 
mies, a Scandal and a Reproach/tothe Peo- 
ple of God, and an occafion 'of Triumph 
to Idolaters, who afcrib'd: their Conqueſt 
over him to their Idols, and put him-in 
Priſon 
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Priſon in that ſame City where he firſt com- 
mitted Uncleannels. 

T his is aſecondScriptural Inſtance of ſhares 
laid againſt the Church of God by Unclean 
Women, the firſt being by the47dianires, and 
the ſecond. by the Phil;/tines. which tho' 
they prov'd fatal to the People of God for 
a time, yet both of ?em. ended in the de- 
{ſtruction of the Contrivers and Abettors; 
for the ;aianites,we have heard wereTota- 
ly deſtroyed ; and now we find-that Sampſon 
deſtroyed more Philiſtines at his Death than 
he did during his Life, and thoſe the Lords 
or Chief of em too. 

Nor is it unworthy. our obſervation that 
the Papifts, who attack'd the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, and endeavour'd to undermine it 
in Charles IPs. time, by Court-Whores, 
and others; tho* they had ſucceſs for a 
while, yet their .deſigns have turned | to ' 
their own diſgrace, and come to nothing at 
laſt. - 

We proceed next to the Inſtance of the 
Levites Concubine and the Men of Gibeah. 
This Women having plaid the Harlot left 
her Husband, whoſe Anger ſhe dreaded, 
and went to. her Father's Houſe: in Berh- 
lehem Judah. By the Levitical Law It was 
more odious-1n a Prieſts Wife orDaughter 
to.be an Whore than in another.and there- 
fore 'tis. probable that- to avoid the ſhame 
and puniſhment due to her for her Crime, 
ſhe fled to her Father's Houſe; whither the 
good Levite, being willing to be reconciled 
goes to bring her home again,and being be- 
nighted 
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nighted in his return, would not lodge 
amongſt the Uncircumcis'd Canaazites in a- 
ny of their Cities, but turns in to Gibeah 
of - Renjamin, where he promis'd himſelf an 
Hofpitable Reception and fafe Aſylum, but 
to his ſorrow found it far otherwiſe, and 
inſtead of a Zoar met with a Sodom, the 
Wicked Inhabitants took no notice of this 
ſtranger, who was left deſtitute of a Lodging 
in their Streets, till a certain good old 
Man, who came from his work in the E- 
vening, did Hoſpitably take him in .and 
entertain him : But immediately after, thoſe 
Children of  Bel;a! beſet the Honſe, and 
offer'd the Levite the fame Unnatural In- 
dignity and Afront' that the Sodomites of- 
fered to the Angels, who were . Lot's 
Gneſts ; and this old Man took much the 
fame method to divert their wicked pur- 
poſe, that Lor did to divert that of the 
Sodomites. In fine, the poor Levite eſcap'd 
from having any violence done to his own 
Perfon, but his Concubine, whom he fo 
entirely loved as to be-reconciled to her 
after her having defiled his Bed, and for 
whoſe ſake irs probable among other Rea- 
ſons -he would not lodge in any of the Hea- 
then Towns in his way, was ſo unnaty- 
rally abuſed by thoſe Villainous Inhabitants 
of Gibeah, that ſhe 'died. © The method 
which was herenpon followed - by the” Le- 
vite does ſufficiently diſcover his Reſent- 
ment of this affront, for taking her Corps, 
vp, tho? he knew that ſhe was juſtly' thus 
puniſhed by God for her former mn 
nets 
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neſs, ſo as her ſin was caſie to be read in 
her Judgment, yet knowing alſo that the 
Inhabitants ofGjbeah had committed an hor- 
rid and tremendous piece of wickedneſs, 
he divided his Concubine into twelve parts, 
and ſending them to the reſpeiveTribes of 
Ifracl appeals to them whether any ſuchwic-. 
kedneſs as the violation of a ſtrangers Cha» 


ſtity and Life had beeri perpetrated amongſt 


them ſince their coming out of Epypr,where 
their Forefathers had been ſtrangers, and 
therefore deſires them to Conſult what was 
fit to be done for the Explatien . of that 
unheard of Crime. Thus this poor Womans 
Limbs were ſent about as ſo many Monu- 
ment of her Infamy and Gods Juſt Judg- 
ments againſt her Adultery, and as ſo ma-- 
ny Evidences of the profligate manners of 
the Penjamites. But tho? here was anend of 
her puniſhment, ſo was there not of: theirs: 
for the whole Kingdom of 1/rae! aſſembled 
againſt them, and the Benjamites being ſo 
wicked as not to puniſh the offenders. at 
their Brethrens deſire, but to ſtand in 
their defence, the matter iſſued in a Civil 
War, which, tho* unfortunate at firſt to 
the J/razlites, becauſe of their not having 
made due application unto God, and that 
theyrelied too much upon their own ſtrength, 
yet. ended. at laſt, almoſt in the utter de- 
ſtruftion of the Trihe of Benjamin, who'to- 


gether with their Cities were deſtroyed ; 


and they who had formerly been ſo Un- 
hoſpitable to the poor Levire, are now 


forc'd to ſhelter themſelves in a Rock ; and | 


they 
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they who had heen ſo inhumane as to Ra. ' 


viſh another Man's Wife, had never a Wo- 
man left amongſt them propagate or 
continue their Name to poſterity ; ſo bit- 
ter are the Fruits of Uncleanneſs in the re- 
ſult and digeſtion, how pleaſant ſcever they 


be to Corrupt nature in the Enjoyment , 


and thns we have done with another In- 
ſtance of a Feoples being ruined by/ Un- 
cleanneſs, 25:00 Benjamites being cut. off 
tor defending this horrid Villany, and the 
ſtain of their impurity indelibly fix'd up- 
on them to all Poſterity.— The Rabbins ac- 
cording to theif manner, aſſert many fa- 
bulous. things concerning this paſſage, as, 
that 1000 of the Berjumites fled 1nto En 
rope after this diſaſter,” becauſe they found 


that their Brethren had {worn their de- _ 


{truQion, that they had killed all their Wo- 
men and vowed they would give"them none 
of their Danghters, which was like to put 
an end to their propagation ; but their 
flying into Europe being contrary to the 
Text, it's not worth. taking notice-of, on- 
ly this we may obſerve, that their Luſt 
and Uncleanneſs hurl'd them headlong from 
one Calamity to another; for after they 
had efcap'd the Fury of . the Sword, 
they 'were reduced to very pinching ſtraits 
being not- only Qepr ved of the 'Conver- 
ſation of Women, which it's natural -for 
aft Men to deſire, 'but likewiſe deprived 
of ticir' neceſſary aſſiſtance, without which 
Men cannot at all ſabſif, or if they do, its 
but very unco; afortably, and as if Divine 
| ; y_ 


"= —_Y th... AMC a oo o@d 5 4 


- 

a General Hiſtow of Thong: 
Juſtice: won!d have them Tead- their ſin' in 
their puniſhment: Atrer all the endeavours 
that-were us'd to ſupply.them with: Wives 
they were conſtrained becauſe of their want 
of a ſufficient Number to take Wives 
force for themſelves, to anſwer the Ends 
of Nature, who had by force taken away 
another Man's Wife to ſatisfy their Un- 
natural Luſt. | 

The horrid Devauchery of Els. Sons 
who lay with the Women as they aſſembled 
at the door of the Tabernacle of. the 'Con- 
gregation is one of the next Inſtances-we 
meet with in the Sacred Scriptures ; a Pra- 
&ice ſo foul in the Eyes of all mankind, 
that they can more eaſily bear with the 
Houſe ofGod's being made a Den of Thieves 
and Robbers than a Den of Harlots ; nay 
ſach Practices have been ſo much dereſted 
amongſt the more refin'd Heathens, that 
tho? we read of Eleuſina Sacra, which moſt 
Authors. think to have been profane and 
Laſcivious Rites,; and tho? we read alſo of 
Temples and Groyes dedicated to Yenus, 
where Women proſtituted themſelves to 
all comers, yet we read likewiſe that the 
Temple of ſs was deſtroyed and'his Prieſts 
diſperſed for a Villainous Intrigue of Sedu- 
cing and Debauching: a Matron under the 
Notion of the God 1ſis having deſired her 
Company. 

The 'Rabbins, tho? the Jews be known to 
bea Laſcivious Unclean People and much 
addicted to Polygamy and Whoredome, are 
{o much aſhamed of this Villainous praQtice 
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of El/s 'Sons,) that "they endeavour by 
their Comments to have” it thought that 


they did not Debauch the Women, but on- 
ly bydelaying their ' Sacrifice obliged them 


to ſleep or ſtay whole nights before the 


Door of the Tabernacle, or at furtheſt per- 
ſwaded them to lie with their own. Hus- 
bands, if they were legally clean' before 
they performed their Sacrifices. Thus Le- 
vi Ben Gerſon and others, bur Jeep the 
Jewiſh Hiſtorian owns plainly that they De- 
bauch'd other Men's Wives, partly by Vio- 
lence and partly by Bribery, and by that 
means rendered the Worſhip of- the Lord 
Contemptible and brought Judgments up- 
on themſelves ''and upon the whole 'peo- 


ple, for not long after, we- find that they 


were{lain in aBattle againſt thePhikt;nesand 
the Ark of God which they had the charge 
of, was taken, as.if God would ſuffer the 
ſymbol of his preſence to be amonglt the 
Impure and Uncircumciſed Fhili/tines and 
kept by them, rather than it ſhould ſtay 
amongſt the Unclean Lys who by their 
—_ were obliged to Purity and Cha- 
ity. 

k has been hinted before. that the Le- 
chery and Uncleanneſs of the popiſh Cler-. 
gy contributed to the diſſolution of their 
Monaſteries inEnglandand elſewhere which, 
we ſhall touch upon again in it's proper 
place, but it may not be improper to take 
notice here, that Socrares gives us an Ac- 
count, that private Confeſſion was aboliſht 
at Corſtantimople becauſe a certain Presby- 
ter 
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ter to whom a Matron had © Confeſled- 
her ſelf guilty of an heinons Offence, -en- 


joined her to ſtay in the. Church and ap- 


ply. her felf to Faſting and Prayer, under 
pretence of which ſhe was fourd to be 
naught with the Deacon ; whereupon, 1Ve- 
{arius the Biſhop of Conſt ant;nople aboliſh'd: 
that method of Confeſſion. 

But to' return again to F/Ys Sons, their 
uniſhment did not terminate in their own 
erſons, but reach'd their Father, whCc, as 

7oſephus thinks wept continually after God 
had revealed- to him thet: both his Sons 
ſhould . be lain - in one day , and the 
Scripture tells us; that he fell backward 
and broke his Neek upon the receipt of that 


fatal News, It reach'd alſo the - Wite of. 


one of *em, who died upon the News of 
her-Husband's death, and -the Arks being; 
taken ; and -it-reach'd alſo their Puſterity 
who were for ever excluded + from the 
Prieſts , Office'-and hzd a perpetual Pover- 
ty entailed upon-.therm, as-a Curſe, and 
to make them the more ſerſible-of the dig- 
nity, from whence they had fallen , they 
were condemned to be a fort of ſlaves to 
the High-Prieſt of the ſaccecding Family, 
of whom they were to beg a morſel of 
Bread and Employment, fo naturally does 
the Curſe of Poverty or. of bringing a 
Man toa piece of Bread follow upon Whore- 
dom andUncleannefs. | 

There are ſome other Inſtances of lef 
ſer note, as Sawls forcing his Daughter 24. 
chal, after ſhe had been married to David, 
| | to 
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to. marry another_Man, which was an a&t 
of Unncleaneſs and Tyranny too, and oy 
no doubt, its influence amongſt others of 
that Prince's 'Tyrannical and -Impious Acts 
to haſten ruin upon him. 

The Inſtance of Abzer's going into Rypab, 
SauPs Concubine, which Interpreters think 
he did in an Adulterous manner, and not 
by . way of Lawfull Marriage, deſerves our 
Remark ; for hereby Saul ſuffered- in: his 
Fame after his Death , and- he who had 
compelled his Daughter to defile her Hus- 
band's Bed, had this Ignominy and puniſh- 


ment inflicted upon . his Son, that he ſaw - 


his Fathers Wifediſhonourably defiled, and 
Abner, who was guilty of that Villanous 
Action, , took occaſion, becauſe of his Re- 
proof, to -Revolt from him and to trans. 


fer the Kingdom to David, and as he went 


about to 'effect it, fell into the ſnare which 
Joab had laid for him, and. loſt his Life. 
We come, 1n the next place to David's 
Adultery with Bathſpeba, a Crime, which 
hath many aggravations, to: be committed 
by David a prephet, who inſtructed others 
in the Law bf God, and did fo groſly. break 
it himſelf, to- be committed by David, a 
King who ought-.to havedefended the Cha. 
ſtity. of his SuJect, and not to have vio- 
lated it himſelf; to be Commited by Da- 
vid a holy Mau, who. did thereby expoſe 


Religion-'ro be ridicur'd, and laid a ſtum-, 


bling block - before others, to-.commit the 
like Crime -becauſe. of his. Example, then 


if we conſider the time , it was when, 


* his 
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his Generals and Army were expos'd to 
the Fury of their Enemy in a Siege, when 


he ought to have been more ſollicitous for 


the honour and dignity of his Crown and 
for the Gafety of his Subjects : Then if 
we conſider the Perſon, againſt whom this 
Crime was committed, we find it to be 
againſt a Brave, Valiant and Faithfull Friend 
and © Subject, who would not indulge him- 
ſelf in his Pleaſures and Accommodations, 

while the Ark and People of the Lord a- 
bode in Tents ; tho* David, who was his 
Sovereign, allowed him, nay Commanded 
and Enticed him to do it, which height- 
ned and aggravated rhe Critne of that Ho- 
ly man, who acted herein Hypocritally 
and Scandalouſly to cover his Iniquity and 
gave occaſion to the 1/-aclites to think tha 

as for Perſonal Converſation they had made 
but a forry Exchange betwixt Saul and Da- 
vid, for we don t find-that Tyrant accufed 
of Perſonal Uncleanneſs. But the bloody 
pars of the Scene 1s .ſtill to be ated, Das 
vid finding that he could not effect his de- 

ſign by Hypocriſy, hath recourſe to down- 
right Violence and Murder, his Intrigue 
to make UV;iah drunk, which he- th: nght 


might provoke him toa deſire of his W ife; - 


having miſcarried, he reſolves to cut him 
off by the Sword of the Ammonites, and 
that too, in a fraudulent manner by order- 
ing him to be ſet in the front of the Bat- 
tle, and commanding the Men to retire 
from him that he might be ſmitten : Nay, 


ſo eager was he to have this Poor Man's 


life, 
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life, in order to cover his own Unclean- 
neſs, that he was content to Sacrifice the 
Lives of many more of his Subjeats, ſo 
that this could be but effected ; ſo natu- 
ral is it for Uncleanneſs to be the Parent 
and occafion of Murder, 

The Crime is ſtill further aggravated if 


we conſider how deliberately it was com- 


mitted, how long he continued without 
Repentance, and what a ſevere Judgment he 
eave againſt himſelf, when Nathan the Pro- 
phet propounded the Caſe to him by way of 
Parable. So much for David's Crime ; we 
muſt now conſider that of Bathſbeba, ſhe 
Waſh'd and Bath d her ſelf in open view 
of the Palace, otherwiſe David could ne- 
ver have ſeen her from the Roof of his 
Houſe, which argues her to have been ve- 
ry Immodeſt, nor do - we find. that ſhe 
made any oppoſition to the propoſal when 
*twas made to her, ſo little regard had 
ſhe either to the Law of God or her awn 
and her Husbands Honour. - It remains 
then that we come to the puniſhment in- 
flited upon both. 

The Judgment pronounced by Mathan 
againſt David, was, That the Sword ſhould 
never depart from his Houſe, thatthe Lord 
would raiſe up evil againſt him out of his 
own Houſe, that he would take his Wives 
before his Eyes and give them unto his 
Neighbour, who ſhould lie with them in 
the ſight of the Sun, and that the» Child 
which he had begot in Adultery, ſhould 
ſurely die, all which was exaCtly fullfill- 
ed, 
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ed, as we ſhall ſee in the following Infſtan- 
ces. 

The firſt part. of the puniſhment in- 
flited, was the. Death of- the Child, and 
how near that went to David, may eaſj- 
ly be perceived by his affliiting himſelf 
with faſting and lying all night upon the 
Earth while it was fick, and there's no 
doubt but this part -of the puniſhment 
reach'd\ Batkſhcba as well as him, ſeeing tis 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe that the Death of a 
Child, for whom ſhe had broke through 
all ties, Divine and Humane, muſt go ve- 
ry near her, 

The next part of the puniſhment _diſ- 
played Devia's Sin in Legible Characters, 
and brought an horrid Diſgrace upon his 
Family, -iz. The Inceſt of his Son Anon 
with his Daughter Tamar, the Story and 
Conſequence of which is as follows. 

Tamar, being a fair Woman, Ammon, her 
Brother fcll in Love with her, but know+- 
ing that ſhe was within the forbidden de- 
grees of Conſanguinicy ; he found he could 
not Lawfully enjoy her. Before we pro- 
ceed any further in the Hiſtory of this 
affair, it 1s proper to conſider, - that this 
Damſel's Mother was AMaxcha Daughter to 
Talmai King of Geſbur : Rabbi Kimchi ys, 
That David took this Lady Captive, 
and being himſelf Captivated with her 
Beauty, defild her and begot this Tamar, 
and that perſevering in his Love to Maa- 
cha, tho* a Heathen, he made her a. Pro- 


tyre, and did according as it is  preſcrl- 
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bed by the Levitical Law, Dent. 31. viz. 
Shav'd her Head and Eycbrows, cut her 
Nails, &c. and took her to Wife. Lyra- 
2; and ſome of the later Rabbins ay, That 
when Maacha was taken, ſhe was with 
Child of this Tamar by another Husband, 
and this they think, favoured by her fay- 
ing to Amnon ? Speak untothe King for he will 
not with-bold me from thee ; But Modern In- 
terpreters do with nſore reaſon think that 
ſhe only ſaid this to put him off, for if 
they could have been married byLaw, Ammon 
wonld not have pin'd for her, but, have 
ſtraightway demanded her of the King, 
who was ſo indulgent to his Children, 
that he would never have refuſed it, if 
it could have been Lawfully Granted, and 
therefore Ammon knowing that this could 
not be done, he burned and conſumed a- 
way in his Unlawtull Lore, which prevent- 
ed his ſleep, diſordered his ſtomach, hin- 
dered hi. digeſtion and occaſioned a paleneſs 
in his Countenance, which made his Friend 
Fonadab to gueſs at his Malady and put 
him upon that fatal Intrigue to fatisfy his 
Luſt, viz. To feign himſelf ſick, and to 
deſire of his. Induſgent Father when he 
came to ſee him, that his Siſter Tamar might 
come and make him ſome Cakes, by which 
means he ſhould have an opportunity of 
ſatisfying his paſſion, and this being accor- 
- Cingly put in Execution, he raviſh'd her, 
and then his hatred to her became as ex- 
ceſſive as ever his Love had been, ſo that 


tho it was his Intereſt to have concealed 
his 
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his Villainy both upon the Accourt of his 
Reputation and ſafety : His fury was ſo 
outraglous that as he 'had ford her into 


ber, which preſently divulz'd his own 
ſhame. The Rabbins according to their fa- 
bulons manner, alltedge, that this hatred 
proceeded from the bitter Reproaches and 
Words whichTamar made vſe of againſt him 
during the Rape, or from his having hurt 
himſelf while he ſtruggted with her, but 
the more probable reaſon 1s that it pro- 
ceeded from thoſe ſtings of Confcience 
and that perturbation of mird which y- 
ſually attends ſuch Villainies - and thus Vero 
hated his Mother Mortally, and at laſt or- 
dered her: to be murdered after he had 
committed Inceſt with her, but in the Caſe 
of Amnon there was ſomething of a ſpe- 
cial Providence, God would have David's 
fin legible: in his puniſhment, and therefore 
that the ſhame of his Children and Fa- 
mily ſhould be publick ? nay it's plain, 
that God deprived him of his ordinary ſa- 
gacity, when he ſo caſily conſented to Am- 
n0n's deſire of having - his Siſter- Tamar to 
bake him ſome Cakes, which was enough 
to Miniſter canſe of ſuſpicion, that ſome 
wicked deſign lay conceaPd at bottom 
and in like manner he was deprived of 
his ſagacity when about two years after 
he conſented to Amnor's going to Abſa- 
lom's Feaſt at theſheering of his Sheep, for he . 
might eaſily have conceived that his Daugh- 
ter Tamar who remained deſolate in her 
| F 3 Bra- 
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Brother A/alom's Houſe, kept the Memo-: 
ry of the indignity which Amor had done 
to her freſh in Abſalan's mind, and that 
Abſalom being an Ambitious Man might 
alſo be prompted to cut off Amnon, who 
was David's Eldeſt Son, that he might 
make way for himſelf to fucceed, but 
ſo God would have 1t, that his Judgments 
denounced upon David's Houſe, becauſe 
of his Murder and Adultery, might be 
Executed ; and therefore Amnorn 1s not on- 
ly ſuffered to go, but the reſt of the King's 
Sons ſo much deprived of their Reaſ>n 
and Courage, as, that they could not pre- 
vent this horrid Fratricide ;and thus Amnon, 
whom David had ſpared out of a fond af- 
feftion, tho? he ought to have died by the 
Law, was Juſtly cut off for his Inceſtuous 
Rape, and as David's Uncleanneſs was pu- 
niſh'd by Inceſt hetwixt his own Children, 
ſo his Murder is puniſh'd in that ſame 
manner by this Fratricide Committed by 
one of his Sons, ,upon another, which was 
an carly preſage of A4bſalor's vſurpation, 
by taking the Sword of Juſtice out of 
his Father's hand. This muſt without all 
doubt have been a very ſenſible affliction to 
David, to have one Son Murdered, and a- 
nother obnoxious to loſe his Life by the 
Law for the ſaid Murder. It muſt needs 
alſo pierce him to the heart to hear the 
Reproaches of the wicked, who no doubt 
upbraided - him with the Ungodly Lives of 
his Children and the want of Diſcipline in 
his Family, 
| But 
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But his affliftion did not terrainate here, 
being again reconciled to his S2n Ab/alom 
which his Unwarrantable indulgence made 
ealie to be effected, this Unnatural Mon- 
ſter by his Treachery and Flattery,. ſtole 
away the hearts of the People from his Fa- 
ther, and then broke out into a formal Re- 
bellion, That the People did ſo readily con- 
cur with him, 1s attributed to the perſwaſi- 
ons of Achitophel and others, who expoling 
David's perſonal faults, as his Adultery 
with Bathfheba, his Murder of Uriah, ſpas 
ring his Inceſtuous Son Amnor, and deal- 
ing hardly with Abſalom for Executing Ju- 
ſtice upon. him ; did mightily Incenſe them 
againſt him, and beſides theſe, we find, 
that Abſalom himſelf accusd him of Male- 
Adminiſtration, and a neglect of Juſtice, ' 
which, by the Juſt Judgment of Ged, in 
order to the fullfilling of his threatning, 
That the Sword ſhould never depart 
from David's Houſe, did ſo take, that he 
was in great danger of loſing his Crown, 
and it's worth our obſervation that the 
Perſon which occaſioned him ſo much tron- 
ble and diſgrace was his own Son by a 
Heathen Wife, with whom he had contra- 
ted Martiage out of a Luſtfull princj- 
ple, as has been formerly taken notice 
of. 

Abſalom, in the Courſe of his Rebellian, 
does alſo commit Inceſt with his Father's 
Concubines, by the Counſel of Achirophel, 
contrary to the poſitive Law of God, and 
thus was the threatning accompliſh'd up- 
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on David, of having his own Wives taken 
from him, and given to another, who ſhould 
humble them in the ſight of the Sun, and 
of all the People ; and it is remarkable, 
that this Villainy was Acted npon the roof 
of the Kings Houſe, where he himſelf did 
firſt commit Adultery with Barhſbeba in his 
Heart.—— The reaſon of AchirophePs gi- 
ving, this pernicious advice ; was, that he 
might do what in him lay to make the 
breach between David and Abſalom Irre- 
concilable, that ſo he might never be cal- 
led to an Account for aiding Abſalom in 
this Rebellion - and there are others, who 
ſay, that he had alſo a deſign of Revenge 
in it, for David's having Debauch'd Bath- 
ſheba, who, it's probable, was this Achiro- 
phel's Grand-Davghter, 

As to Abſalom's own part in this Vil- 

lany, we have reaſon to think that he was 
thereunto prompted hy Revenge and Lnſt 
both. Revenge, becauſe his Father had 
not puniſh'd Ammon for his Rape upcn T a- 
mar, his Siſter ; and Luſt, becauſe we find 
he was a Vain and Effeminate Perſon, and 
Exceſſively proud of his Beauty and Hair, 
which he nouriſhed ſo predigiouſly, that 
at the end of the year, when he pol'd it, 
he uſually cut off about Two Hundred 
Shekells, which is computed at above ix 
Pound Averdupoize. 
— The next thing which in Courſe we are 
to take notice of, is the puniſhment inflict- 
ed upon Achitophel, who gave this pernici- 
ous Counſel, and upon Ab/alor whe wa 
owe 
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lowed it : The former, tho? his Wicked 
advice as to the polluting of David's Con- 
cubines was obey'd, yet finding his Coun- 
ſel as to the Military part deſpiſed, took 
it ſo much to heart, that he thereupon 
became a deliberate Felo de ſe, and after ha- 
ving ſet his Houſe in order, became the 
Executioner of a puniſhment upon himſelf, 
which ought to have been inflicted by the 
hands of others, as a Juſt reward for his 
having adviſed to the Commiſſion of Ca- 
pital Crimes. And thus fell Achitophel as 
a true Type of Judas. 

As to Abſalom, his puniſhment was ve- 
ry remarkable. His Father David againſt 
whom he had committed thoſe Capiral of- 
fences, was ſo ſtrangely indulgent that he 
gave his Captains particular Charge to 
deal kindly with him for his fake ; but 
behold the Event, that Unnatural Monſter, 
whom the Indulgence of a Father would 
have ſpared, the Juſtice of Heav'n would 
not ſuffer to go unpuniſhd, but armed 


the Trees of the Foreſt againſt him, ſa , 


that his Hair being caught by the branch 
of an Oak, that in which he ſo muchGlo- 
ried, became the means of his Ruin, and 
ſerv'd inſtead of aRope to hang him up be- 
twixt Heav'n and Earth, as a Monument 
of Divine Juſtice, and to ſhew that he was 
accurſed ; but that was not all, Divine 
Juſtice did ſo mach Incenſe Joab againſt him 
that taking three Darts in his hand he 
ſoon diſpatch'd him, ſo that he died more 
forts of Deaths than one, as a Juſt —_— 

or 
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for his Complicated Crimes. - R.. Kimchi”s 
Obſervations upon Abſalom's I ragical Ext, 
are neither improper nor Unpleaſant, Ab- 
falom, ſays he, was thruſt thro' the Heart 
with 3 Darts, 1. Becauſe he ſtole the King 
his Fathers heart; 2. Becauſe he ſtole the 
heart of the Sanhedrim, that is of the 200 
Senators who went with hira out of the im- 
plicity of their hearts; and 3.Becauſe he ſtole 
the Hearts of all J/-ael. He might have ad- 
ded a 4th. that as his heart was ſtruck thro? 
with raging Luſt when he went in to his 
Fathers Concubjnes 1n the ſigbt of the Sun, 
fo his Heart was now ſtruck thro? with 
Darts while he hung upon the "Tree be- 
twixt Heav'n and Earth.-— The Rabbi has 
alſo another Remark, which is pertinent 
enough, viz. That as he inceſtuouſly pol- 
luted his Fathers ten Concubines, he was 
encompalled and flain by 10 of Joab's Ar- 
tendants, who threw him into a Pit, and 
raiſed a Great. heap of Stones over him, ſo 
that as he liv?d he died, and was Buried 

in an Ignominious manner, notwithſtand- 

ing his having erected a Pillar, which Inter- 

preters think was a Funeral Monument, re- 

fembling the Egyptian Pyramids, that out of 
his Ambition he had prepar'd for himſelf 
in the Kings dale, or Valley where the 
Kings us'd to folemnize publick Plays and 
Horſe-Races. Thus did Abſalom die, and 
thus was David puniſh'd for his Murder 


and Adultery. 
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The opinjon of the Rabbins that Abſa- 
lom was ſent to Hell, as ſoon as he'died 
for his notorious Crimes is alſo Remark- 
able, as diſcovering their thoughts of what 
ſuch a Villainous Courſe of Life deſeryed, 
but their fabulous conceit that David by 
his having ſeven. times Ingeminated the 
Name of his Son, delivered him from the 
Seven-Fold Bars of Hell, and that by his 
repeating it the Eighth time he occaſion- 
ed his being brought into Paradiſe, is al- 
together Ridiculous. | 

The next thing that occurs to our Ob- 
* ſervation is the puniſhment inflicted by Da- 
vid upon his: Inceſtuous Concubines, their 
lives were ſpared becauſe they were un- 
der a ſort of Conſtraint, yet ſeeing they 
were not altogether without fault, inaſ- 
much as there's no mention made of their 
having reſiſted or -cried out, he condem- 
ned them to perpetual Widow-hood, and 
neither came near them himſelf, nor ſuf- 
fered them to enjoy the Company of any 
other Man, as they might probably have 
done had he given them a Bill of divorce. 
It's not, unreaſonable to conjeQure that 
Abſalom's Beauty and the Authority which 
he had then uſurp'd might make them the 
more eaſily conſent to his Lewd Embraces, 
and therefore they are puniſh'd for their 
Incontinence by a perpetual deprivation 
of Man's Society. And: thus David who 
violated ' the Chaſtity of another Man's 
Wife, is put under a neceſlity of part=- 
ting with his own Wives, which no doubt 
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was very cutting to him, for we muſt ra- 
tionally ſuppoſe that he who was ſo indul- 
gent a Father was as tender an Husband, 
Tho? this Holy Mans fin was pardoned 
both as to the puniſhment which he ought 
to have undergone according to the Law, 
and. as to eternat* Wrath , which he de- 
terved, yet we find that he had hut very 
little reſpite from Temporal puniſhmegt, 
for Abſalom's Rebellion was not quite ex- 
tinguiſh'd till another ſprung out of its A- 
fnes. Sheba a Benjamite ard Son of Belial, 
taking the opportunity of the Peoples Tu- 
multvating Spirits, which were then in a fer- 
ment, not only by reaſon of the late Re- 
bellion, but alſo becauſe the Tribe of Ju+ 
dah pretended to have a pgreater intereſt 
xn David than the other Ten Tribes, ſoun- 
ded the Trumpet to a new Rebellion, dil 
claiming any Portion in David, -or. Inheri- 
tance in the Son of TJeſſe, and ſtraightway 
'the Inconſtant Ifraelirtes followed him and a- 
bandoned their Lawfull King, whom God 
had anointed\ over. them —- This Sheba 
is generally ſuppoſed to have been one 
of Saul's Family, and a Man of Authority, 
and not only envy'd David upon Sau!'s ac- 
count, but deſigned to have uſurp'd the 
Crown for limſelf : That Says Relations 
tookd vpon David as being a bloody Man, 
and guilty of Tyranny and Cruelty _ to- 
wards that Family, appears plain from $Shj- 
mei's railing upon Davidin his diſtreſs, and 
perhaps his unjuſt Treatment of Mephibo- 
ſheth upon Ziba s falſe accuſation, was im- 
proved 


a General Þiſtozy of Whottig, 
roved by them as-a New: Argument to 
incenſe the People againſt him, but in the 
mean time the Accompliſhment of Narhar's 
Prophecy, That the Sword ſhould neverde- 
part from David's Houſe, is herein very 
Remarkable, for we find him not only 
plagu'd with one Rebellion upon the back 
of another," but in the midſt of this Com- 
motion, which made hisCrown to totter,we 
find an Inteſtine diſcord in his own Family; 
he is Inſulted over by his own Siſter's Son 
Jab a Stern and Gallant General, wlio had 
the Love of the Soldiery, and Great An- 
thority among the People and as Joſephs 
fays,took him up ſo ſharply for his unſeaſon- 
able and intemperate paſhon upon Abſa- 
lom's Death, that he threatned if he did 
not give over his Mourning, to betray his 
Crown and Dignity. And now when tic 
Forces were aſſembling to ſuppreſs Sheb7s 
Rebellion, David has this 2dditional af- 
fliftion added to all the reſt, that his Kinſ- 
man - Joab did Treacheroully Murder A- 
maſa whom David had appointed to he 
General in that Expedition, and tho* Shebs 
was quickly puniſfd for this Execrable ſe- 
dition according to his demer17, yet the 
Citizens of Abel-Buh-1aachah, with whom 
there's no donbt but others concurr?d in 
their ſentiments, accus'd David as ſeekins 
to ſwallow up the Inheritance of the | ord, 
for marching his Army ſo Inconſiderately 
againſt the Town, and offering to ftorm it 
without firſt ſummoning them to ſurren- 
der the Rebel Sheba who had fled thifher 
for Protection. We 
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. We find alfo in the ſecond Book of $4- 
muecl, that David, according to Mathar's 
threatning, was viſited with diverſe Exter- 
nal as wel as Internal Wars. Here are di- 
verſe Battles with the Philiſtines taken no- 
tice of, and in one of them David run a 
uu risk of being kilPd, had he not been 
eaſonably reſcued by Abiſhai. 

The laſt thing we meet with in this Book 
which any way relates to our purpoſe,is, That 
Interpreters think that the General Luxury 
and Diſſolution of manners which reigned a- 
monegſt the 1/rachites after ſa many Vicories 
over their Enemies, and that Peace and Plen- 
ty was Reſtored to them was the Cauſe of 
God's ſtirring up David to Number the peo- 
ple, which occaſioned aPlague amongſt them, 
that like a deluge ſweept away 70000 of 
the people, ſo uſual is it. for General 
Prophanity to be followed by General 
Judgments. 

The firſt Book of X:ngs begins with 
an Account of a new; Rebellion hatch'd 
againit David by his Son Adonijah, Bro- 
ther to Abſalom, which was another bit- 
ter effe&t of David's Unlawful] Marriage with 
Maachah, and likewiſe another Inſtance of 

the Accompliſhment of. Natbar's threat- 
ning, that the Sword ſhould not depart from 
his Houſe, ſo that he was diſturb'd as one 
may ſay in his laſt Minntes, with an Un- 
natural Rebellion by an Ungrateful Son, 
whom he had fo tenderly Indulged, that 
he had not at any time diſpleaſed him ; 
Nay, nor ſo much as reproved him. This 
young- 
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man as he was Abſalom's Brother. did ex- 
atly tread in his ſteps, reſembled him 
both in Perſon and Manners, and had the 
like fatal Ex, which (tho* he was pardon- 
ed for his Rebellion) he drew upon him- 
ſelf by his Uncleanneſs in deſiring to Wite 
\ Abiſhag the Shunamite, who, as Interpre- 
ters think, was Married to his Father 
tho* he never knew her, becauſe of his 
Age, upon which Account Solomon Cut him 
off. This isanotherInſtance of the Tragi- 
cal Effteas of Unnatural Luft. 

The next that falls under our Notice is 
Solomon himſelf, of whom we have this Ac- 
count, in the 11th. Chap. of 1 Kings, that 
he loved many ſtrange Women, tagether 
with the Daughter of Pharaoh, Women of 
the Afoabites, Ammonites, Edovmites, Sidoni-' 
ans, and Hittites ;, cf the Nations concern- 
ing which the Lord ſaid unto the Child- 
ren of J1ſrael, Te ſhall not go in to them, neither 
ſhall they come in to you, for ſurely they wil turn 
away your hearts aftcr their Gods : Solomon 
clave unto theſe in Love, and the had 900 
Wives, trinceiies, and three hundred Con- 
cubines ; and his Wives turned away his 
heart after other Gods, when he was old, 
ſo that he went after A4ſhrarorh the God- 
deſs of the Zidmians, after Milcom the 
Abomination of the Ammonites, and built 
an high-place for Chemoſh, the Abominati- 
on of Moab, and for loch the Abomina- 
tion of the Children of Ammon. 


This 
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This is certainly one of the moſt - ſur- 
prizing Inſtances and greateſt Evidences 
of the miſchief that Raging Luſt brings 
upon Men, that is to be found either in 
Sacred or Profane Hiſtory. That Solomon 
the Wiſeſt of men ſhould be ſo far beſot- 
ted with Luſt, or to uſe a ſofter Term, 
Amorous Inclinations, to as tranſgreſs that 
Royal Law which forbid Kings to Multi- 
ply Wives to themſelyes, and that other 
Law which forbid the Children of 7/racl 
to marry with ſuch and ſuch Nations ; but 
yet more, that he ſhould he ſo excellive 
in Number roman, we find to be no leſs 
than 1020, whereof 7:0 were of Noble 
Extra& or Princeſſes, and 300 of lower 
degree ; and that which is ſtill more ſur- 
prizing, that Solomon whom God calVd Je- 
didiah his beloved, and made him a Type 
ofChriſt, and to whom he had twice appear- 
ed in ſuch a ſolemn manner ſhould be 6 
far overcome with the Inticements of thoſe 
Outlandiſh and Strange Women as to wor- 
ſhip their Gods, and promote their Idola- 
try, when he was betwixt 59 and 60 years 
of Age, a time as one would think more 


proper for him to have been preparing for - 


Death and Eternity, and Eſtabliſhing the 
true worſhip of God, for which he was 
the firſt that had built a Temple, than 
to be led away by ſuch youthtull Luſts 
and to build high places for the abomina- 
ble Idols of the | Moabites, Zidonians. &c. 
which Interpreters ſay, were Immodeſt Sta- 
tues of Priapus and Fenus, that were 

worſhiped 
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worſhiped by the Inceſtuons off-ſpring of 
Lit," by his own' Daughters. © This is ano+ 
ther. Confirmation of what has b*en {6 
often obſerved, that there js no, fach po- 
werfull attraQive to Idolatry and falſe Re- 
ligion as an Impure Life. 

The next thinz we are to take notice 
of is the priniſhment inflicted npon Solomon 
and his Poſterity for their -Crimes, which 
we find to. be; that the Lord was Angry 
with him; threatned to rend the King- 
dom from him, and-to give it to his Ser- 
vant, and ſtir'd up Enemies againſt him 
both at home and abroad, as Hadad, the 
Edombte, Rezon the Son of Eljada and 
Teroboam the Son of Nebat , who was made 
King by the Children of 7/-ac! when the 
Ten Tribes-Revolted from Rehbyboam, $9- 
lomon's Son, as an accompliſhmeht of- this 
threatning. 

It likewiſe deſerves our Remark, that 


this fon! defeftion of Solomon occaſions 4 


great diſpute amongſt Interpreters whes 
ther ever he recovered or not; becauſe 
the Scripture is ſilent concerning it, Gre- 
gory the Great, Theodoret, Ppoſprr, Aquita= 
nhs, Beda Rabanus, Peter Mattyr and others; 
think that he was damn'd for it ; and Fe- 
rome, Ambroſe; Iſidore, Epiphanins, Criſſus, and 
others, think that God gave him Repen- 
tance, and that he wrote the Eccleſiaſtes 
after his Recovery. However this is plain 
that Solomon's Luſtfulneſs occaſioned his I- 
dolatry, and -b>th together that Revolt of 
the 1/raelizes from his Poſterity, which So 
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not the only Inſtance, that we ſhall mee® 


with of Thrones. being overturned-by Un- 


cleannefs. 

We ſhall alſo- obſerve here once for all, 
that thoſe high Places and Groves, which 
in the time of Jeroboam, Rehoboam,. and 0- 
ther Kings, the 1/raelites are accus'd of wor- 
ſhipping their Idols in, were choſen as pla- 
ces fit for their purpoſe, - not only upon 
the Account on which the Heathens choſe 
ſuch places, viz. Becauſethey thought them 
nearer the Heavens and the Heavenly Gods, 
as on the Contrary they worſhiped in Dens 
and Caves to the Infernal Gods ; but be- 
cauſe there. they had a greater. Conveni- 


ency of fullfilling their ' Brutiſh Luſts,” to 
which they were incited by the fulſome' 


| Statues of Yenus and Priapus, which they 
had in thoſe places, and to whom they 
thought that was agreeable worſhip ; and 
therefore it is that the - Prophets do fo 
often upbraid them with going a Whoring 
from the true God, and being lain with 
under every Green-Tree, and upon every 
High-Hill, &c. which was true in a Lite- 
ral as well as -Metaphorical and Spiritual 
Senſe, 1o inſeparable are Idolatry and Im- 
purity ; and here likewiſe we may obſerye 
once for all, That in all thoſe Captivities 
and publick Calamities which befeil the 
People of. God, Uncleanneſs and .Idolatry 
concurr'd, as procuring Cauſes ; of which we 
have- a clear Proof inthe 14th. of the 1ſt. 
Book of KR mgs, 23d. and 24th. Verſes, 
where, after they are accuſed of building 
| them 
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' them high. places, Images and Groves un- 
der every”. Green-Tree: and upon eve- 
ry high Hill; | it's fraightway ſubjoyn- 
ed, that 'there were al{0 Sodomites in the 
Land and they did according to all the 
Abominations .of the Nations which the 
Lord, caſt out: befare - the Children of 7/- 
rael ; {o' that Idolatry,' Adultery. and Un- 
natural Luft, * were produQtive'of one ano- 
ther, it being Juſt with God to give up 
thoſe . who did not like to retain him in 
their knowledge, to work all. manner of 
Unncleanneſs with Greedineſs. 


It's proper alſo to obſerve here, that a8» 


the Wicked Princes and Rulers erected 
thoſe Groves and kigh Places, ſo tne good 
ones. whenever they attempred a Reforma- 
tion remov'd and broke them down,» as 
in the Inſtances of Ferehoam, Aſa, Abab, 
ec. 

The next Remarkadle Inſtance is in Feze- 
bel, who was an Harlot,Perſecuter, Ldolater , 
_ andhloody Woman, thoſe {ins being fo near 
a kin that they were many "times found in 
one and the ſame ſubjet, we find that 
ſhe was” rather worſe then Ahab her Hus- 
band who ſold himſelf to do evil, and 
was more 'wicked \than any King of J1/-ael 
had been before him ; but that which more 
parcicularly-.relates to our purpoſe is her 
Uncleanneſs/and many Whoredoms where- 
with ſhe is'fo plainly Charged by Jehu ; 
The Judgment of God npon her for thoſe 
. Crimes is very obſervable ; ſhe ſeenfd to 


have ſo ' little ſenſe of approaching Ven- 
F G 2 geance, 
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geance, tho* fhe' had heard how Fehn cat 
off all Abab's Houſe, that as he was coming 
to the Pallace ſhe painted her {lf inan 
Obſtinate and Whoriſh manner, as if ſhe 
were either reſfolv'd to outbrave the Judg- 
ments-of God and to die with Obſtinacy 
and Impenttence in that very ſin which 
haſtned wrath upcn her; or that ſhe thought 
thereby to bewitch Febx, and convert his 
Rage into an Amcrous Paſſion ; but be- 
hold the Event,. he Commands her to te 
thrown headlong out at the Window, 
which being effected, that Body which ſhe 
had ſo mach pampered and adorn'd, had 
the. burial of an Aſs, viz. To he eaten np 
by Dogs, and thrown as dung upon the 
face of the Field, as had beer. threatned 
by the Prophet, a ſuitable Exir for fach 
a Vile and Abominable Life, which may 
ſerve as a dreadfull warning to cur Pain- 
ted Ladies. / 

Having thvs run thro? all the principal 
old. Teſtament Inſtances of Uncleanneſs 
and the Judgments inflicted upon thoſe 


. that were guilty by Gcd, from the Crea- - 


tion to the Captivity of 1ſrael. 

The next thing that offers it elf to our 
obſervation, is that paſſage in the gth and 
1oth of Ezra, where, after the Reſtora- 
tion of the People: One of the General 
fins which they lamented and reformed, 
was, their having taken ſtrange Wives, 
and Iivd a Looſe and Licentiovs life, ac- 
cording to the 'Abominations of the Ca- 
raailies, Hutites, Perizzites, Jebuſites, Anr 
01 itesy 
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monites,, Moabites, Egyptians and Amorites, 
whom the Lord had deffroyed for thoſe 
Crimes ; and we find that the very Prieſts 
were polluted with this Contagion , fo far 
had Luft got the afcendent over the Laws of 
God. But when they had heen harafs'd with 
Tudgments and brought to fer about a Re- 
formation, then they willingly put away 
thoſe, ſtrange Wives according ro the Com- 
mand of the Prophets on pain of Forfeitore 
and Excommunicatton, We find alſo that 
when Nehemiah came to Rebuild Jeruſalem 
and reform the Jews, he inſiſted! uporr their 
putting away of their ſtrange Wives, and 
chas'd away one of the Prieſts, becauſe he 
was Son-in-Law to, $anballart the Hyronire ;; 
concerning which Joſeph: teWls us the! fol- 
towing Story, viz. That the Perſon thus cha» 
ſed away by Nehemiah, was Manaſſes,. Bra= 
ther to the High Prieſt Jaddus, who vefuſmg 
to put away this ftrange Woman, was driven 
aut of the Pricſthwd, ana thereupon gomg ro 
his Father in- Law Sanballat, who mas made 
Prince or Governonr of Samaria by Darias 
the laſt King of the Perſians, be told kim how 
he had been treated and thruft fromthe Prieft- 
hood by his Brother Jaddus or Jajada, (whoſe 
Colleagite be was) upon the account of bis maxs- 
riage ;, whereupon Sandallat encourage him to 
retaia his Wife, promiſeng toat be mwontd take 
care that he Yhould not only enjoy the Prieftbood 
but alſo the Principal'ty of the People, and 
that he would obtain leave from King Dari- 
us to build a Temple npo% Afoxne Gerizim, 


which bangs over Samaria, and was mach bigher 
, G 3Z | than 
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than the reſt of the ' Fills, and reſembled that | 
of Mount Moriah wpon which the Temple of 
Jeruſalem ſtood: 3-mhich deſign took ſo well, 
that all the Jews who- had transgreſſed in the 
matter of ſtrange Wives fokowed this Manalſ- 
ſes, and made hym.a ſtrong party. Darius i 
the mean time being overcome vy Alexander, / 
who was then. Beſreging Tyre, Sanballat wer 
thither, acknowledved Alexander for his Sove- 
raign, and obtained leave from him to build the 
ſaid Temple, wherein his Son-in- Law Manaſles 
officiated as High-Prieſt , and. all ſuch as 
tranſcreſſed the Law at Jeruſalem fled to him 
for Prorettion, ſo that it became an Aſylum or 
Santtuary for difſolute Perſons. This hightned 
the Enmity ſo much betwixt the Jews and *\ 
Samaritans, that the 'former could never 
be reconciled to the latter, even after that 
Temple was demoliſhd. by Fircanw after 
1095 years ſtanding, and the Samaritans af- 
ter the ſaid demolition,” ſtill held the 
Mountain on- which it ſtood Sacred, and 
hated thoſe who went to Jeruſalem to wor- 
ſhip, as appears by the Woman of Sama- 
ria's treatmentof our Saviour, Luke. 9. 53. 
Where ſhe told him that their Fathers wor- 
ſhipped in that "Mountain, &c. The Ob- 
fervation which naturally reſults trom this 
paſſage and makes it. applicable to our 
purpoſe, is, that Luſt or Unlawfull Love 
to ſtrange Women does naturally turn a- 
way the heart from God and makes Men 
become” eafie Proſelytes- to .Idolatry or a 
falfe Religion, | 
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Having hee gone thro? all; the materi- 
. al paſſages of the 014 Teſtament. which 
. have any reference. to our Subjed, it may 
not be impraper to cloſe that part of onr 
Hiſtory wy, Solpgon's Charafter of Lewd 
Women, Whor ers, Whoredom, &c. 
of which he was "the beſt able to give an ac- 
count. of agy” Man. that ever liv, not only 
becauſe Gthe aſſiſtance of the Divine ſpirit 
which inſpired his Pen, but becauſe of, hjs 
own Experience.In the ſecond of theProverbs 
he tells us, That Wiſdom will deliver us 
from the Strange ,*Woman, who flattereth 
with her words, forſaketh her Hugband 
the guide of her youth , and  forgetteth 
her Marriage Vows, the Covenant. of her 
God, her Houſe, inclineth unto death, and 
her Parhs unto the; dead. ; ; that is, lead 
, both to. Temporal; and Ecernal deſtru&ti- 
on, none that go.,unto her return again, 
neither take they hold of the Paths of Life: 
That is, few{who haunt the. Society, of ſuch 
Women do yer find Grace. to, repent of | 
It, Ni to betake themſelves again to a chaſte 
Lite 
In his 5th. Chapter he purſues her Cha- 
rafter thus, T hat ber Lips drop as an Hony- 
Comb, and ber Mouth is ſmoother than oil ; but 
ber end is bitter as Wormpwood, ſharp as a two 
edged Sword, her feet go down to. death, her 
Sreps take hold. on Hell, /her mays are. move- 
able, that thou canſt not know them , That 3s 
ſometimes fawning, and fometimes frown- 
ing as -ſhe chinks he can. beſt work up-- 
on the humours ef her Lovers. : and there- 
G4 forg 
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fore he adviſes to. remove far' from her 
and not. to come nigh her Houſe, Leſt we 
give oor honour unto others and our years 
unto the cruel ; that is, leſt , we Sacrifice 
our Reputation and Strength to Harlots, 
who are crvel' both in Principles and Pra- 
ftiſes. He adds as further il] Conſequen+ 
ces of following Whores,” Leſt ſtrangers 


- be filled with thy Wealth, and thy La- 


bours be in the Houſe of .a ſtranger, and 
thou mourn at the laſt, when thy Fleſh ang 
thy Body are conſumed. Then he Exhorts 
to Conjugal Love and Chaſtity in the fol- 
lowing manner, Drink Waters out of 
thine own Ciſtern, i.e, Content thy ſelf 
with thine own: Wife : Let thy Fountain 
be bleſſed, and rejoice ,with the Wife of 
thy youth, Let her be as the loving Hind 
and the pleaſant Roe ; let her Breaſts ſatisfy 
thee atall times,and be thou Raviſh'd always 
with her love, © Then he concludes with an 
Expoſtulation againſt Whoredom, from the 
miſchiefs which attend ir, thus? }/ky wilt thou 
be raviſh'd with a ſtrange Woman, andembrace 
the Boſom of a ſtranger ;, for the ways of Man 
are before the Eyes of the Loyd, he pondereth 
all his goings: his own Tni"uities halt take the 
wicked himſelf, and he hall be holden with the 
Cords of - bis Sins, he shall die without inſtrus 
&Hon, and in the Greatneſs of his Folly, be hall 
0 aſtray. That is, he is go. enſnared by 
his Luſts, that 'thro* his prodigious folly 
and madneſs he ſhall run on to eternal de- 
ſryCtion, without repenting for his'fins as 
perhaps he purpoſedto do, © *' 
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\ In the 6th Chapter he purſues his Ex- 
hortation to Chaſtity by further Argu- 
ments from the miſchievous Conſequences 
of Whoredom. Thus, Keep thee from the 
evil Woman, from the flattery of the Tongue 
of a ftrange Woman, Luſt not after her Beau- 
ty in thine heart, neither let her take thee with 
her Eye-lids, for by means of a Whorish Wo- 
man a Man js brought to "a piece of Bread 
and the Adultreſs will hunt for the. precious 
Life, that is, draws men to ſuch Courſes 
2s deſtroys both their ſabſtance and health. 
He goes on thus, That whoſoever toucheth 
his Neighbours Wife ſhall not be Inno- 
cent. z. e. ſhall not be free from guilt, ſhame 
and puniſhment. He adds , That 
whoſo commits Adultery with a Woman lack- 
eth underſtanding, and deſtroyeth his own Soul: 


a. Wound and Dishonour hall be get, and bis 


Reproach Shall not be wiped away. 

In the qth. Chapter he gives a para- 
dolical Repreſentation of Whoring, thus, 
Ar the Windwp of my Houſe I look'd thro” my 
Caſement,' and behold among the ſimple ones 
a young man void of underſtanding , paſſing 
thro” the Street near her Corner, and he went 
the way to her Houſe, in the twi-light, in the 
Evening, in the black and dark Night : And 
bebold there met bim a Woman, with the at- 
tire of an Harlot, and ſubtil of Heart. She 
#s loud and ſtubborn, her feet abide not in ber 
Houſe, Now ſhe # without, now in the Streets, 
and lieth in wait at every Corner. $0 
caught bim and kiſsd him, and with an Ime 
pudent face ſaid unto him, 1 have Peace-of- 
WE ferings 
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erings with me, this day have 1 prid TOW; 
Ts Five been'atCi Church at Privers YTh here- 
fore came I forth to meet thee, - diligently ro 
feek thy face, and F have found thee. 'F 
have 1.cÞa my Bed with Coverings of T ap- 
fery, with Carved Works, with fone Linen of 
Eoypt, &c, Fe goeth aftey her ſtraightway as 
an Ox goeth to the Slanghter, or, as @ Foot 
to the/Correftion of the Stocks, t1ltta Dart ſtrike 
thi bis Liver, .45 4 Pird bafteth tothe Snare 
and” knoweth nor that "tis for his Life. — — 
Fhen he adds, he hath caft down'many wounded, 
Yea many ſtrong M:n have been flain by 
her ; of which''he-was a ſad- inſtance him- 
felt, "for tho” he was the Rrongeſt - Man 
in the World for Underſtanding and A- 
bilities, yet he was very near ruled by 

ſtrange Women. 

In the -oth Chap. he calls the Whore, a 
Fooliſh, Clamorous, Stmple, lgnorant, Wa: 
man, and deſcribes her Pradtice thus, Thar 
ſhe fits at the Door of ber Houſe, 07 4 es 
#7 the -high or noted OO of the City, to call 
paſſengers ho go right on their ways ;, That 
3s who are going about their buſineſs and 
nrind no ſuch things. Then he deſcribes 
her Gueſts -to be ſimple, and thoſe that 
want underſtanding : And fuch as know 
not that they are in the _ depths of Hell; 
Had the Royal Author lived ' 1n 'our days 
the Wits of this Age would nodonbt have 
calPd him a Canting Coxcomb, and if 
the Dignity 'of his Scepter had riot ſet 
him above it, to be ſure they would have- 


demanded Gatisfation of him ; but he un- 
| derſtood 


- 
a yy PR” | WY 


OE OE W.T 


a G:neral Hilfozy of Whozing. 

derſtood himſelf better, and knew that 
Whoring which deſtroyeth Kings as he 
expreſleth it in the zoth Chapter of the 
Proverbs, could be no leſs fatal to Fops. 
He. had 'given his heart to know madneſs 
and folly as much as any of *em, and was 
not aſham'd to. declare that he found it 
to be ſuch, and therefore Repented of 
IT, ; 

It has been obſerved before that bodi- 
ly Uncleanneſs as well as. Idolatry, had a 
great - ſhare in Provoking God to give 
the People of 1/rae! and Judah upto Cap- 
tivity and other publick Calamities, which 


 appears- plain to-any Man that will but 


peruſe the Prophets, and particularly Fere- 
my, who Propheſied both before and after 
they wgre carried Captives into. Babylon,viz. 
In the days of Zedekiah, Fc. In the third 


Chapter of his Prophecy he bids them lift 


up their Eyes unto the high places, and 
ſee where they had not been lain with, 
and charges them with polluting the Land 
by their Whoredoms and Wickedneſs. 
In the 5th. Chap. God charges them with 
committing Adultery, aſſembling themſelves 
by Troops in the Harlots Houſes, after 
they had been fed to the full, 'and' that 
they were-as fed Horſes in the mbrning 
every one Neighing after his Neighbours 
Wife ; The very Practice of our City 
Beaus and. modern Gallants, and as a Juſt 
reward for ſuch Wickedneſs, the Lord 
ſays, Shall I not viſit for theſe things, and 
ſhall rot my Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nati» 
07 
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0 as the. And the Judgments denounced 
againſt them, are, That a Lyon out of the 
Foreſt fbould ſtay them, and a Wolf of the E- 
vinings fbeutd ſpoil them,, a Leopard ſhould watch 
ver theis Cities, and every one that went ub 
thence Should be torn 11 pieces, meani 
that they ſhould be deſtroyed by Nebu- 
ehadnezzar, a Potent, Gre.dy, Watch- 
full and Cunning Enemy. — He further 
teils them that he would bring a Nation. 
upon them from afar, whoſe Language 
they 1d not underſtand, who ihould eat 
wp their Harveſt and thetr Bread, which 
their Sons and Daughters ſhould have ea- 
ren; their Flocks and theirHerds, theirVines 
and their Fig-Trees, and impoveriſh th:ir 
tenced Cities. -- In tne 6th. Chapter, he pur- 
fues his threatnings, telling them, That 
therr Houfes ſhould be turned unto others, 
with their Fields and Wives rogether, 
as a Juſt Judgment for their having de- 
fird other Mens Wives ; and that the Na- 
tions which were to come againſt them 
ftrould lay hold on Bow and Spezr, be 
Cruel and ſhew no Mercy. May Gud a- 
vert ſuch Judgments from England which 
does ſo well deſerve it, becauſe of the pol- 
lutions of her Inhabirants. 

In the 23d. Chap. the Prophet Com- 
plains, that the Land 1s fuji] 'of Adulte- 
rers, and becauſe of ſwearing the Land mourns 
«th, the breach of the 3d. and 7th. Com- 
mandment 20 uſyally together, as is to be 
ſeen in the Dammees and Debauchees. of 
eur days. In the 14th, Verſe of that ſame 
Chapter 
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Chapter, he fays, I have ſeen. elſo in the 
Prophets of Jeru/alem an horrible thing, 
they commit Adultery, aud walk in lyesz 
they ſtrengthen alſo the hands of evil doers, 
that none doth rcturn from his wicked- 
neſs ; They are all of *em nnto me as So- 
dom, and the Inhabitants thereof as Go 
morrah. — And afterwards he adds, For from 
the Prophets of Jeruſalem i's Profancneſs gone 
forth into all the Land ; And would to God 
that none of our Clergy did pollute them- 
ſelves with the reigning {ins of the times, 


nor encourage the wickedneſs of others by. 


their Licentious Dottrine and looſe Lives ; 
but certainly when profanity is arriv'd te 
that heighth we have reaſon to fear that 
ſuch Judgments as deſtroyed the Nation of 
the Jews lie in walt for os, 

It remains, that we take notice of the 
Accompliſhment of thoſe dreadful! threat- 
Rings which were exactly fulifilled by the 
carrying away of King Zedekiab and the 
People into Captivity, the ſlaying of his 
Sons before his Eyes, and puttirg all the 
NTbles to Death after which the City was 
burnt with fire, the Peoplediſpers'd, and 
ſuch of them as endeavoured to reſetle 
themſelves were broke in pieces by Inte- 
ſtine divifiors. And Zedeliah and Ahab 
two lying Prophets, who endeavoured to 
perſwade the people that what Jeremiah 
Propheſied againſt them ſhonld nct come 
to paſs, and hardened the people by their 


profligate Example of committing Adultery 


with their Neighbours Wives, were thro' 
the 
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the Juſt Judgment of God burnt in the 
fire by Nebuchadnezzar, and the Memory 
of their Crime and Puniſhment was per- 
p=tuated to Poſterity by this Curſe among 
the Jews : The Lord make thee like Zedekiah 
and like Ahab whom the K. of Babylon r0a- 
ſtedin the fire, So that the fireof their Im- 
pure Luſt was puniſhed by a more ſevere 
puniſhment than' that of a fiery Ordeal, 
for - as St. Jerome thinks, they were fried 
and ſo' burnt to death by degrees, as they 
had from;time to time burnt in their Un- 
cleanneG. Thus we have another Inſtance 
of a Great and Mighty People ruined by 
Whoredom, and how' great their 'Ruin 
and Calamity. was will ſpeedily appear to 
any one that reads the Lam-ntations. * 

It likewiſeq@eſerves our obſervation that 
the Babylonifzs, the Inſtruments in the 
hands of or puniſhing 1/-acl,' were 


brought to tein themſelves, and one of | 


the princigal Cauſes aſſigned for the ſame 
IS, .. That they arg. {at as the Heifer at Graſs, 
and bellow?d us A Jer. 50. which Calvin 
and.other Tnterpfeters underſtand to be a 
parallel! phraſe to that of Meighing after 

FalSindars. 
threatned upon, £2bylon in this Chapter 
we find to be eaagh fallfilled ,' and at a 
time 'too as Darnid gives us an account 


when their King Bekgtzar was rioting 
and. feaſting witi inces, his Wives 


and his Concubines, 3, protanely drink- 
flels which were 
2f God at Jeru-- 
It 


ing out of "the holy; 
brought from the Ho 
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It has been formerly obfſerved'that Niar 
rod the Tyrant* laid the Foundationof this 
Monarchy,” when the World "began to de- 
generate - again after the flood and 9 
immerſe themſelves in all manner of 
ſenſualities, and therefore the Greeks ac- 
cording to Bochart inhis Canaan Li). 1. Cap. 
2, Confound Nimrod with Pacchss. 

The Story of *emiramis Queen of Baby- 
lon, and the diſlolute Manners.of that Peg- 
ple during her Reign is well enough known. 
She was a Warlike Princeſs, and during 
her Regency in the Minority of her 'on 
ſhe Enlarged her Husbands Conqueſts on 
the one hand as far 'as <:;crja, and 
on "the other as far as l-d4ja, having. 
finſt ſubdued Media, Libva, and ,Foynt : 
ſhe likewiſe bnilt a Magmhcent Tomb to 
the Memory of Ninzs her Hnsband, finiſh- 
ed the City of Zabylor, ſurrounded it with 
thoſe \Valls, and cauſed: thoſe Gardens 't9 
be made on thefTop of her Palaces which 
made them the wonder of the World. 
But. flis Tarmſhed all her: Glory by her © 
Braff Loſt, it being recorded of her that 
ſhe tzmpred the handſomeſt of her Sofftli-' * 
ers to lie with her, and having ſatisfyed 
her Luſt cauſed them to be murdered, and 
to make them amends raifed Stately Tombs, 
over theteGraves; at laſt ſhe was {> far tran. 
ſported by her raging Luſt,-ghat ſhe became 
enamoured of her own Son, who as 4 Juſt 
Jadgmept from God ſlew her,as ſhe tem pig 
him to commir Inceſt with her, as. is r&5 
lated by 7uftin, Diodorxs Siculys, and O- 
thers. | | a 
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All Hiſtorians who write of the Bay 


lonians agree, that they were a very Lu- 


xurious People, and it is not at all to be 
doubted but their Luxury and Laſciviouſ- 
neſs. as it drew down, the - Judgments 
of God upon them, ſo it rendred them 
Effeminate, and made them. an eaſie Con- 
”_— to others, after 'they had Conquer'd 
o many Nations themſelves. The Extent 
of this City was prodigious, being as. Hey- 
lin ſays 46 Englich Miles in Compaſs -— 
Ariſtotle ſays, 1 hat it was rather. a Country 
than a City, and that when it was fprpri- 
zed by the Medes and Perſians, it was three 
days before the Inhabitants of the furthieſt 
parts were aware of it. It's Walls were 
of Brick cemented with Bitumen, 32 Foot 
thick, 5o Cubits high, and defended by 
Towers 15 Foot higher. The River Ez- 
phrates run thro* the middle of ir, and the 
Walls were encompaſſed by deep Ditches 
It had a Caſtle 20 Furlongs in Cir- 
cult, environ'd with Towers Jo Foot in the 
Ground and $2 above its; yet all this 
ſtrength could not ſecure it againſt thoſe 
Judgments which purſued the people for 
thein Luxury and Uncleannefs; for the 
Perſians having drained the Channel of Eu- 


_ plrates by cutting many deep Channels on 


the Banks of it, march'd into the City and 
furpriz'd it, while Belshazzarand his Lords 
who thould have taken care of the defence 
of it, were profanely Carouſing with their 
Wives and Concubines. And to make the 
gment ſo much the more Remarkable, 


they 
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they were terrified by the prodigy of a 
harid writing upon the Wall; which made 
Belshazzar's knees ſmite together for fear, 
and foretold the impending Fate of himſelf 
and his Gueſts, and the deſtruQion of his 
Kingdom, It is worth our obſervation, that 
this Famous City, the wonder and the 
Metropolis of the World, ſo Beantiful 
and Commodiouſly ſituated, ſhould, for the 
Luxury and other Crimes of the Inhabi- 
tants, be turned into- a Wilderneſs by the 
juſt Judgment of God, when according to 
the ordinary Methods of Men, it might 
be ſuppoſed that the Conquerors would 
have. taken all imaginable care to pre- 
ſerve ſach an-Important. City tor their 
own Glory and . Profit ; but it decay'd 
Gradually, till at laſt it came to be turned 
into a Park for Hunting by the Kings 
of Perſia ;, o that in that very place where 
the Impure Babylonians had . been ſo much 
guilty of W hore-Hunting, their Conque- 
rors took their pleaſure to. Hunt Beaſts of 
a far more harmleſs Nature. 

We have ſeen that Uncleanneſs had a 
great influence in occaſioning the Captivi- 
ty of J/rael, and alſo in bringing down 
thoſe Judgments upon Babylon, which end- 
ed in the total deſtruction of that Famous 
City and Empire, —In the leſſer Prophets, 
we have alſo an Account of the deſtruQi- 
on of Ninive, a Great and Mighty City, 
and ſometimes Capital of the Aſſyrian Em- 
pire, becauſe of - the multitude of her 


Whoredoms, Nahum 3. 4.1t's true that ſome 
H tare 
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tare of opinion that by the Whoredoms 
here mentioned, are chiefly meant. their 
Political Tricks to engage people to ſyh- 
mit to their Yoke, and _ Worſhip their LI 
dols; yet it was well known that all thoſe 
Eaſtern Nations were very much addict- 
ed to bodily Uncleanneſs ; and as we have 


obſerved before the Aſſyrians became very. 


Effeminate under the Reign of Semirams, 


&c. And it's plain from moſt of the In— 


ſtances we have already given, that- A- 
dultery and Idolatry went uſually hand 
in hand ; it's alſo to be obſerved, that 


this deſtruction of Nimive is by Clironolo-. 


Fers red to have preceeded that of Ba- 
bylon, Tor though Nahum in order of the 
Bible, be placed among the  lait of the 
Prophets, _ yet according to Joſephus, An- 
tio. Lib. 9 Cap. 11. he Prophelied in the 
days of Jotham King of the Jews, and theAc- 
compliſhment of this Prophefie upon Nizive 

happened about 115 years after. | 
We bave done with the old Teſtament 
Hiſtory of 'the Jews, ſo that we muſt come 
next to Joſephus, who is favourable e- 
nough to his Countrymen in reſpeC& of 
their Uncleanneſs, as particularly in rhe 
Inſtance of the Miaianiriſh Women, with 
whom he alledges they contracted Mar- 
. Tiages, and ſays expreſly, That Zimriand 
Cosbi. were Married, whereas the Scrip- 
ture accuſes them of down-right Impetu- 
ous Luſt ; neither does this Hiſtorian Tax 
the Patriarchs for their Polygamy, which 
perhaps might be occaſioned by his being 
a 
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aPhariſee, who as it appears by our 
Saviours Arguinents with ſome of that Sect 
upon the ſubje& 'of Divorce had no. Juſt 
Notions of | thoſe things —— And there. 
fore it is not to be wondered at that 7o- 
jephos takes ſo little notice of the failings 
of his Countrymen as to this raatter, — 
Yet ſome ſuch Inſtances he has tranſmit- 
ted to Poſterity, and the firſt that we 
meet with for our purpoſe, 1s that of A4y- 
chelaus Ring, of the Jews, Herod the Great's 
Son, who Married Glaphyra that had been 
his Brother Alexander's Wife, concerning 
which, he tells us this Remarkable Story, 
That Archelaus pox the ſight of this Gla- 
phyra who was Daughter to Archelaus King 
of Cappadocia, was 7 inflamed : with love to 
her, that he preſently Divorced his Wife Ma- 
riamne and Married her, but ſoon after ſhe came 
roJudea, ſhe dreamt that ſhe ſaw Alexander- her 
4 firſt Husoand ſtanding before and accoſting her in 
this manner, VIZ. F had been enough fur thee 
to have Married the King of Libya, but not 
contented therewith, thou comet again to mine 
Houſe, Greedy of a third Huiband, anti which 
15 worft of all, art now Married to my own Bro- 
ther. I will not conceal nor diſſemb e this In- 


againſt thy will and fbe ſcarcely lis'd two days ; 
after ſhe had related this dream tober Friends; 
ſo much for her puniſhment. "Then as 
to Archelas who had been guilty of this 
Adultery and Inceſt, he Mimſelf was ſent 
for to Rome upon an Accuſation of the $4a- 


maritans Who fent Ambaſſadors againſt 
- 3% Tip him 


jary that thou doeft me, but I will recover thee - 
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bim to C-/ar—and thereupon the Empe- 
ror baniſht him to Yiemme in France, and 
confiſcated all -his Goods, of which pu- 
niſhments he was alſo forewarned by a 
Drezm, and five days after the Interpre- 
ration of it, was ſent for byCeſar as above. 

it isalſo obſervable and not at all Foreign 
to our purpoſe, that though Joſephus does 
not accuſe Herod the Great of Whoredom, 
but ſeems rather to commend his Chaſtity 
in that he held out againſt the Charms 
and Sollicitations of that Infamous Wan- 
ton Cleopatra, yet he tells us, that Herod 
had nine Wives at a time, and doted ſo 
Impotently upon his Wife Marianne, that 
when he was ſent for to Rome and had 
ſome reaſons to think that he ſhou'd ne- 
ver return thence alive, he gave orders 
to kis Brother-in-Law Joſeph to put Ma- 
riamre to Death, as ſoon as he ſhould hear 
that he was dead, being unwilling that a- 
ny Man ſhould enjoy her after his death; 
and becauſe Joſeph diſcovered this Secret 
to Mariamie, Herod became. Jealous of an 
Unlawful - Intimacy betwixt his Brother- 
in-Law and her, eſpecially being influen- 
ced to believe ſome ſuch thing by the In- 
ſinvations of his Siſter Salome, Joſeph's Wife, 
who accuſed her Husband of being too 
Familiar with Mariamne. Whether there 
was any truth 1n the accuſation or not, or 
whether it was meer malice ; yet this is 
certain, that Marianne was at laſt put to 
death by her Husband, and by her own Mo- 
ther charged*with' Diſloyalty to him, and 


after - 
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after her death Herod had fo little Go- 
vernment of his paſſion for her, that he 
would frequently call for her as if ſhe had 
been alive, Then as to his own puniſh- 
ment Joſephs tells us that he was cat off 
by .a moſt loathſome diſeaſe, "Worms ha- 
ving bred in his private Parts, which cau- 
fed inſuppertable pains, an Intolerabfe 
Stench and a Fronbleſome Priapiſm, which 
was a very ſuitable puniſhment for his tn- 
continence in having nine Wives at a time, 
tho* it ſhould be granted that he was 
| chargeable with no, other Ads of Uncha- 
ſtity. 

We come now fo the Apocryphal ſtories 
of 7udeth and Suſanna, which tho? we be- 
lieve they are ſuch as may properly be cal- 
led apocryphal, ſeeing Fqſephins the Jewiſh 
Hiſtorian takes no notice of either, yet 
allowing them to be Fables, the Moral is 
good, and therefore we ſhall} allow them a 
place here. 

The firſt is that of Judith, who accord- 
ing to the Author of her Book was a 
Rich and a Pious Widow, of a Comely 
Perſonage and Beautiful Countenance, and 
finding her City of Berh#l;a cloſely Beſteg- 
ed by the Aſfjrians,and their Water cut off, 
which made the Governours to promiſe a 
ſurreader in five days if relief did not 
come in that. time , ſhe deckt her ſelf 
with her Richeſt and fineſt Ornaments, and 
pretending to be fled from Berhulia, - be* 
cauſe ſhe knew it would fall into the hands 
of the Aſfyrians, and likewiſe to put Ole- 
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ſernes wa way to make an eaſie Conqueſt 


of the Jews, ihe Charmed him þy her 
Beauty, inſomuch that becoming enamon- 
red of her, which was her deſign, he was 
ſo far beſotted, that haying drunk to ex- 
ceſs becauſe of her preſence, and with an 
intention to defile her, he fell aſleep in his 
Tent, where being left alone with her 
according to his own Command, in order 
to the Accompliſhing of his Luſtful deſign 
ſhe had the opportunity of cutting off his 
head, and carrying it inTriumph to herCity 
of Bethulia, upon which the Garriſon ma-. 
king a Sally diſcomfited the Afyrians, who 
were ſurprized at this ſtrange adventure 
That had befaln their General, and there- 
tore had” not the Courage to make head 
againſt them. Whatever be the Circum- 
ſtances of this ſtory .that may juſtly occa- 
ſion the truth of it to be called in Queſti- 
on, its plain from other paſſages which we 
ſhall have occaſion to touch in the pur- 
ſuance of this Hiſtory, that the diſſolute- 
neſs of a General hath oftener than once 
occaſioned the ruin of Armies. 

We come now to the ſtory of Suſaxna and 
the Eldersof 1ſracl. This Woman, ſays the 
Anthor, was Wife to Joacim the Chief of 
the Jews then Captives in Babylon, a Wo- 
man of Incomparable Beanty and Admira- 
ble Chaſtity. This Lady vfing to walk in 
her Husbands Garden in the afternoons , 
two of the Elders of Jſ-acl who attended 
at Joacim's Houſe to. execute Judgment, 
became inflam'd with Luſt towards pod 
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and. tho* at firſt they were aſham'd to de- 
clare it to one another, yet afterwards 
being hardened in their Wickedneſfs they 
plotted together againft this Vertuons Wo- 
man, and watching an opportunity till 
they found her alone in the Garden, when 
ſhe had ſent her Maids out for Ort and 
Waſh-balls in order to bath her ſelf, they 
pr her, tempted her to Lewdnefs, 
and upon her. refuſal accus'd her fallly as 
it- they had taken her in Adultery with 
@ young man, vpon which fhe was by the | 
Authority of their Evidence Convicted '|þ 
and Condemned: to die, but Juſt as ſhe was | 
going to be put to death, the Lord rai- | 
ſed up Daniel, ſays the Author, to deli- | 
ver her,.who obtaining that. her Cauſe 
ſhould be reheard, he: examined the Elders 
afreſh, and accuſing them of that Villatnous 
and Luſtfull deſign againſt Sy/anna, Convi- 
&ed them of Perjury by their own Tefft- 
mony, the one of them ſaying they took her 
under a Maſtich, and the other ſaying that 
they took her under an Holm-Tree, {o that 
they themfelves fell into the Pit which qt 
they had Digged for this Vertnons Wo- "| 
man, and ſuffered the puniſhment which | 
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they deſlign'd ſhould have been inflited | 
upon her. Whether this ſtory be true or | 
not Is not material to. our purpofe, but | 
in the proſecution of. this defign we fhall | 
meet with ſeveral parallell Inffances | 
which diſcover the thing not to be im- 
poſſible in. it ſelf, however improbable in re- 


gard of its Circumſtances. 
H4 We 
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We come now to the 'New: Teſtamen 
times, and find it obſervable that onr Sa- 
viour in his firſt Sermon upon the Mount 
Matth. 5. inveighed againſt the impurity 
of. the Jews, who for light aud- frivolous 
Cauſes, ſuch as if they did not like their 
Wives, &c. Divorced them, which was 
the occaſion of Uncleanneſs in themſelves 
and in the Women ſo Divorced, who, our 
Saviour ſays they cauſed to commit A+ 
dultery if they put them away upon _ 
other account than that of Fornicatior, 
ſo that *tis plain that the Woman whom 
they took into their Bed in the room of 
her that was Divorced was no other than 
a Concubine, and that if the Woman fo 
Divorced Married with another Man ſhe 
thereby became an Adultreſs as our Sa- 
viour declares more at large in the 19th 
of Matthew, where we have an Account 


of the malice and ſubtlety of the Phar:- 
ſees in. propounding that Queſtion, Whe- 


ther it was Lawful for a Man to put away 
his Wife for every Cauſe : For if our Savi- 
our had anſwered in the Affirmative, then 
they. would have proclaimed him a Friend 
to Uncleannefſs, and if in the Negative then 
they would have oppoſed him with the Au- 
thority of Yoſes,but our Lord knowing their 
deſign referred them to the Creation, 
(when God made them Male and Female 
not Females, or diverſe Women for one 
Man) and: to the firſt inſtitution of Mar- 
riage, which was only betwixt one and 
one, and therefore it was ſaid they two, 

| nor 
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(not they three) four or five ſhall þe one 
Fleſh, which clearly | ſubverted all that 
could be alledged for Polygamy or Con- 
cubinage;: and being. the 'Commentary of 
the Lawgiver upon his own Law makes 
it of equal Authority with the Text, and, 
oughr for ever to ſhut the . Mouths of 
ſach as plead for a plurality-of Wives. 


Then to their Argument from the Au- 


thority of Moſes, he anſwers them that 
Moſes indeed permitted _ Divorces be- 
cauſe of the hardneſs of their Hearts, and 
to prevent a greater \evil, as 1s Cuſtoma- 
Ty in all Political and Civil Conſtitutions, 
as if Moſes had ſaid, ts better that you put 
away your Wives when you grow weary of them 
ns Murder them ;, fn at the fume time 
they were obliged to give them a Bill of 
Divorce which was a Teſtimony of the 
Womans Innocence, and of the Husbands 
Levity and Impurity : —But our Saviour 
tells them that from the beginning it was 
not ſo, and that what God had joined no 
man could put aſunder ; which was as much 
as to fay that common Laws allow more 
than is allowed by the Laws of Religion, 
as Is clear from this Inſtance that in all 
Chriſtian Kingdoms there are Judges Con- 
ſtituted for deciding differences betwixt 
Man and Man of what nature ſoever they 
may 'be, for preventing Oppreſlion and 
Injuſtice, ſo that the Bench is open. to 
Trivial andFrivolous ſuitsas well as tothoſe 
that are Weighty and Material ; yet the 
praQtice of ſuch as go to Law upon every 
| OCCas 
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occafion is contrary to the Apoſtles Com- 
mand and Chriſtian Charity, as may - be 
ſeen 1 Cor. 2. 6. It ts alſo obſervable thar 
our Saviour tanght thoſe Phariſaical Zea- 
lots who valued | themſelves upon . their 
external fanQtity, a more refin'd and high- 
er degree of © Chaſtity than they had 
formerly been acquainted with, viz. That 
the Law which forbad them to commit 
Adultery tg not on'y reach the outward 
practice but the inward motions and thoughts 
of the heart, and therefore he tells them 
AMatth. 5. 28. That whoſoever lookt on a Wo- 
man to Luſt after her hath committed Adultery 


' with her alreadyin his heart, a DoCtrine which 


does {2. much Gall our Modern Gallants, 
That we have great reaſon to preſume it 1s 
one of the Chief Latent Cauſes why ſo many 
of *em deny the Author of it to be God. 

We come next to the Hiſtorical paſſiges 
of the new 1 eftament, relating to our Sub- 
ect. 
| The firſt we meet with is that in Mar 
14. concerning the Tetrarch Herod and He- 
rodias his Brother Philip's Wife, with whom 
that Prince commltted Inceſt, for which 
he was reproved by John the Baptiſt and 
this did fo incenſe the wicked Woman that 
nothing leſs could exptate this ſuppoſed 
Crime of the Prophet than the loſs of his 
life, but ſhe durft not attempt that raſh- 
ly, for fear of the people,who as they knew 


" her to bea Vicious Strumpet,did alſo know 


that Jobz was a Good Man, and eſteem'd 


Him as a Prophet ; his Vertues being as 


confpicuous 


a General Hiſtopp of Whozing. 
conſpicuous as' her Vices, and therefore ſhe 
watch'd a convenient: opportunity, which 
ſhe found on her Gallant Herod's Birth- 
day, when he was feaſting and revelling 
with his Nobles, at which time ſhe ſent 
in her Daughter, the unworthy off-ſpring 
of ſuch an Ungodly Mother, to Dance be- 
fore them,wherewith Herod and hisCompany 
were fo extreamly well pleas'd that he raſh- 
ly yowed to grant her whatever the would 
demand, and ſo the young Strumpet be- 
ing ſuborn'd by the old one, demanded the 
Head of John the Baptiſt; which Herod grant- 
ed her, tho much againſt his Will, and ſhe 
carried it to her Mother in a Charger as 
an acceptable preſent, ſo naturally do 
Whoredom, Murder and Perſecution agree. 
One would have thought that the very 
ſcandal of aQting contrary to that Pity and 
Compaſſion which is ſo natural to the fair 
Sex ſhould have reſtrair'd thoſe Lewd Wo- 
men from any ſuch demand, and much 
more from rejoycing in any ſach Blaody 
SpeRacle,but its commonly ſeen that Whores 
become void of all natural affeQion, and 
that they are hurried headlong into 
perdition by unbridled Luſt and raging 
Paſſion. . 

But to return to the Hiſtory of Herod and 
Herodias,they were not only guilty of Inceſt 
but of Adultery and a Rape, for He-od took. 
her forcibly from. his Brother Ph1ljp, and 
not from his Unkle Herod King of Chal- 
cis as Joſephus miſtakes, ſo that it was an 
Atrocious and Complicated Crime, and oy 
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the Juſt Judgment of' God, Herod who com: 
mitted this barbaroys Murder upon John the 
Bapriſt againſt his own Conſcience, rather 
than he would diſoblige his. Whore, was 
given up to all manner of wickedneſs, 2nd 
afterwards with his Men of War expoſed 
our Saviour to Scorn and Laughter in his 
Mock Royal Robes, and ſo as his Ungod- . 
iy Father .. Herod the Great deſtroyed all 
the Infants, of Bethlehem with a deſign to 
cut off Chriſt, the Wicked Son purſuing 
his Fathers bad deſign concurr'd in the Cru- 
cifying of our Saviour. | 

It remains that we take aview of the Judg- 
ments that fell upon this Impure Couple , 
which Zoſephus in his Jewiſh Antiquities, /zb. 
18. cap. 7. & 9, gIves us an account of as 
foilows, . viz. that Herod's lawful Wite, 
Daughter to Aretas King of Arabia Petraa, 
underſtanding his Intrigue with his Siſter- 
in-Law Herodias, and 'that he had a mind 
ro Divorce her, to make way for that vile 
Strumpet, fled to her Father and acquain- 
ted him with 1t, whereupon he made War 


againſt Herod, and defeated his Army. — 


And in the 4orh year of Chriſt, Herod being 
accuſed of Rebellion, was together with his 
Strumpet Herod;as baniſht by the Emperor 
Caligula to Lions in France, where they pe- 
riſht in Ignominy and Miſery, and the 
whole Race of Herod the Great was extin- 
gniſh'd ing 100 years time, tho the'Memo- 
ry of their wickedneſs is perpetuated to all 
Ages. This Inſtance is ſufficient to convince 
all mankind that unclean perſons are ca- 
pable 
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pable of the greateſtVillainy of other kinds, 
and juſtly given up of God.to commit the 
ſame ; tor this Luſtful Pririce having com- 
mitted double Aduletry,- a Rape and'Inceſt, 
did afterwards commit two of the. moſt hor- 
rid Murders that ever were committed up- 
on the face of the Earth, viz. That of Fobr: 
the Bapriſ# our Saviours fore-runner, and 
then that of ourSaviour himſelf; ſuch 1s the 
enmity which uncleanneſs does naturally lead 
men into.againſt God and Good Men,and to 
be given up to that enmity is certainly the 
moſt dreadful of all puniſhments. 
'— The next thing that we meet with be- 
longing to our Subject is the Inſtance of the 
Woman taken in Adultery, in the 8th chap. 
of theEvangelilt St. Fohn, and brought by the 
Phariſees before.our. Saviour, that by . their 
enſnaring queſtions they might have ſome- 
thing whereof to accuſe him. Our Saviour 
knowing their wicked deſign; eluded them 
by ſtooping and writing upon the Ground. 
What it was that he then wrote is more cu- 
rioully than wiſely diſputed by the learned ; 
ſome. fay that he wrote the words which he 
afterwards ſpoke to them, cthers, | that he 
wrote theſe words, viz. Ton are Earth and 
You judge after an earthly manner, others that 
he wrote upon the Ground fſuch- Crimes 
of the ſame kind as the Phariſces were guil- 
ty olf, in. order to put them to ſilence ; or 
ſome ſhort pathetical Sentence, exhorting 
them'to the praQtiſe of Virtue and the abhor- 
rence of Vice , but theſe being all meer con- 
jectures, we let them paſs, In the mean 
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time the Phariſees conceiving that he was 
put to a nonplus;' and knew not what to 
anſwer, did inſsltently nrge him to ſpeak, 
which he did to their: Confafion, by bid- 
ding thoſe that were without fin throw the 
firſt Stone. at her, with 'which they were 
ſo daunted and aſhamed, that they deſiſted 
from their accuſation, and went out one af- 
ter another, being convicted by - their own 
Conſciences, that they were Guilty as well 
as ſhe; and found that neither their ſpecu- 
lative nor private uncleanneſs were hid 
from our Saviour, who had formerly told 
them, that luſting after aWoman was Ady]- 
tery in the Eyes of God; and it's probable 
did now point at their ſecret ' bodily un- 
cleanneſs, when he commarded them that 
were Innocent to throw the firſt Stone at 


her, according to the praCtice of their - 


own Law, Dent. 17. 7. which enjoyned the 
Witneſſes to lay their hands firſt upon the 
Head of the Perſon convicted by ther Evi- 
dence, as a Teſtimony that they thought 
them worthy of Death, and that they them- 
ſelves abhorred the Iniquity they were 
condemned for, whereas *twas plain to our 
Saviour, that theſe Phariſees took care only 
to keep the . outſide clean before Men, but 
had no regard to inward purity of mind, 
nor to common honeſty, ſo that they could 
but commit wickedneſs with ſecrecy and 
impunity ; and thus they are accuſed 'by 
the God of Truth,” as making long Prayers, 
and beſtowing publick Alms, while at 
the- ſame time they devoured Widows 
Houſes, The 
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ThePhariſces being thus defeated and con; 
victed,, the Woman 1s freed from all her. 
| Accuſers, upon-which our Saviour asks her 
if no man had condemned her, and upon her 
anſwering no, and finding that all her Ac- 
cuſers were gone, he faid, neither do I con- 
denn thee, 00 thy. way and ſin no more, This 
anſwer of our Saviours hath been wreſted 
by ſome, as if he had thereby declared that 
Adultery was no capital crime. under the 
Goſpel, whereas It 1s plain, that he only 
declined the part of a Magiſtrate and Judge; 
as he did in another Caſe, when one Brother 
defired him to ſpeak to another, that he 
ſhould divide his Fathers Eſtate with him + 
Luke 12; 13. And therefore he only as 
the part. of a_ Miniſter, in exhorting the 
Woman £0- Repentance and Reformatidn , 
but. no way extenuates her Crime: Nay, on 
the contrary, he ſeems direQly to infinuate 
that ſhe deſerved Condemnation, and would 
not haye reproved anyJudge it he had con- 
demned-her; but his main deſign was to diſ- 
cover. the Hypdcriſie of the Phariſees, who 
impoſed upon the. people, as if they had 
been the moſt Juſt and upright ſort of men 
in the World, and as an Evidence of ir, 
brought this perſon taken in fligrans delifts 
before him who was a Preacher of Righte- 
ouſneſs., to. know: what his: opinion wes 
concerning her puniſhment; and yet when he 
came to put the Queſtion home to their own 
Conſciences, whether they were not guilry 
of the ſame Crimes, and if they were nor, 
bid them to preceed in the execution _— Ju- 
ict 
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ſtice, they went out one by one, which was 
as. much as if they had made an open Con- 
feſſion of their Hypocrifie and Villainy be- 
fore all the Spectators, - which was partly 
evident before, in that they did not 'bring 
the Man as well as the Woman, which to 
be ſure they might have done, ſeeing the 
Criminals were taken in the AX, and they 
ought to have done it; ſeeing by the Law 
of God he was equally guilty, and there- 
fore upon the whole, to form ſuch an Ar- 
gument from this ſaying and» practiſe of 
our Saviour, as that Adultery 1s not puniſh- 
able under the New Teſtament, is every 
whit as abſurd, as to ſay that becauſe he 
declined being a Judge betwixt two Bre- 
thren, about the divikton of their Father's 
Inheritance, therefore there ought to be no 
ſuch thing as a diviſion of Parents Eſtates 
amongſt their Children under the New Te- 
ſtament. - Beſides tis apparent that the de- 
ſign of our Saviour's coming into the World 
was to ſave peoples Souls, and not to. de- 
ſtroy their Bodies ; as is evident from his 
mercy to Mary Magdalen, out of whom 
he caſt Seven unclean Devils ; his Converſe 
with the Woman of Samaria, whom he 
convinced of the Evil of her Way ; and- 
his permittinga Woman who was a ſtnner, 
which in the New Teſtament Phraſe, is as 
much as a Common Proſtitute, to wipe his 
Feet whither Hair, and to waſh them with 


herTears of Repentancc, 
Theſe 
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Theſe are a!l the Hiſtorical paſſages 
which we find relating to our Subject in the 
New Teſtament during Chriſt's abode upon 
Earth, and therefore we come next to a 
paſſage or two in Joſephus, ſuited to our 
purpoſe. The firſt 1s in his Antiquities, 


lib. 18. Chap, 4. concerning Paulina a Roman 


Lady, Wite to Saturninus a Nobleman of 
Rome, upon whom Decijus Mundus another 
Roman of Quality became ſo enamoured, 
that he tempted her by Bribes and all o- 
ther methods imaginable to comply. with 
his luſtful deſign, offering her no leſs than 
100000 Drachma's, which is computed at 
6000 I. Sterlin, but ſhe would by no means 
conſent to him, whereupon he was ſo burnt 
up by his Luſt, that he pined and wither'd 


away daily, which being. obſerved by 14a ' 


his Father's Servant Maid, ſhe learned his 
diſtemper, and undertook his Cure for 
25000 Drachms's, which ſhe effetted thus, 
ſhe underſtood that the Lady was particu- 
larly addicted to the worſhip of the Hea- 
then God 1f;s, who had a Temple at Rome, 
and thereupon applying her ſelf to the 
Prieſts, ſhe promis'd them 25005 Drachma's 
if they could ſo contrive it that Deczus 


ſhould enjoy the Lady in the Temple ; 


the one half in hand and the other upon 
the performance of the Bargain, the Prieſts 
undertook it, and laid the Plot in the fol- 
lowing manner. The Eldeſt of them when 
the Lady came to the Temple accoſted 
her, and pretended that the God Anubis 
who frequented that Temple had conceiv'd 
I a 
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a mighty paſſion for her, ard earneſtly de- 
fired her Company there one night, the 
Lady being charm'd with this extraordi- 
nary ſort of Amour, being no leſs than a 
Divine Courtſhip z:s she thought, acquain- 
ted her Husband with it, who was as fond 
of being a Cukcold by an imaginary Deity, 


as fome of the rdians are at preſent by . 


their Brachmans : And the reſt of the Ro- 
- man Ladys began to grudge mt Paulina's 
good Luck, and to long for the like. The 
appointed time being come, Parliza makes 
haſt to the Temple, where the Roguish 
Prieſts had Decins ready, who aſloon as the 
Lamps were removed approach'd to his be- 
loved Pa:lina; and under the notion of the 
God Anubis. debauch'd . her without any 
reſiſtance. The deluded Lady,returned in the 
Morning highly honoured as $he thought; 
but Decizs meeting her a little after, re- 
newed his former ſoit, which $she rejected 
as uſual, whereupon he told her in an up» 
braiding manner, that she was not fo coy 


the other night in the Temple of 1fis, . 


where he enjoy d-her for one fourth of the 
Sum that he had formerly proffered her : 
The poor Lady heing ſurprized to find that 
She had entertained a lewd Adulterer in- 
ſtead of a ſuppoſed Divinity, tore her hair, 
rent her cloaths, and diſcoyered the Cheat 
to her Husband, who complaining thereof 
to the Emperor Tiberius, he condemn'd the 
Prieſts and 14a to be hang'd, ordered the 
Temple to be pull'd down, - the Statue of 

Anubis to be thrown into the Tjber, and 
| > Decius 
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Decinus Mundus to be banish'd, — and thus 
this Famous Temple was demolish?d, and 
the Convent of Prieſts deſtroyed, for be- 
ing Pimps to the inſatiable Luſt of a Noble 
Roman,he himſelf baniſh'd from his Country, 


which he had polluted, and 744 his Bawd pu- 
niſh'd as all others of the Trade ought to be. 

. That ſame Anthorin the 18:4 Book in 
his Antiquities and the 1 2th Chapter, gives 
vs another account of a Tragedy brought 
upon a great number of his Countrymen, 
by an unlawful Amour, as follows. Anile- 
«5s and Aſinerys two Fews of mean Conditi- 
on, upon a diſguſt retired into an Iſland of 
the Exphrates, where joyning with other 
diſſolute perſons and vagabond Jews, they 
became formidable to the adjacent. Coun- 
tries, which they ravaged at their pleaſure; 
and fo increaling in number, were a Ter- 
ror to the Princes of thoſe Countries, and 
obliged them to court their friendſhip ; but 
having once relax'd' the diſcipline that they 
obſerv'd when they firſt form'd themſelves 
into a Society, they loſt ground, and Anj- 
lens luſting after a Parthian Lady, made War 
againſt her Hnsband, npon her - account; 
and was ſo bewitch'd with her Amours, 
that he countenanc'd Idolatry for her ſake; 
which bred diſcontent amongſt his Follow- 
ers, moſt of which were Jews, who com- 
plaining thereof to 4ſmers his Brother, he 
reprov'd him for it, upon which the Parthi- 
an Lady poyſon'd Aſinens ; but the Jjudge- 
ment of -God ſoon overtook them, - for 2445- 
thridates taking Arms againſt Anilens and 
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his diſſolute Companions, he defeated them 
in Battle, and afterwards the Greeks and 
Syrians, who liv?d' in Seleucia kilf'd 50000 
of the Jews, ſuch was the fatal Conſequence 
of Whoredom and Idolatry, which did 
firſt mutually produce one another, and then 
both together iſſued in the deſtruction of 
their followers. 

The laſt inſtance that we meet with-1n 
Joſeph, for our purpoſe is that in the- 5th 
Book of his Wars and gth. Chapter, where 
he gives us an account that during the 
Siege of Jeruſalem: by Titus the Son of Yeſ- 
paſran, the Faction called the Zcalots became 

' Luſtful, Effeminate, Laſctvtous,Curl'd their Hair, 
wore Womens Apparel, anoimed themſelves that 
ther Beantymight be pleaſing, thirſted after Vn- 
natural pleaſares, and made Jeruſalem a Stews 
ana not long after followed the utter deſtruttton 
of their City, Temple and Commonwealth, with 
the ſlaughter of 1100: 00 of their people, lince 
which they have been Vagabonds, a Curſe 
and'a Reproach upon the face of Earth, 
and are noted for a Luſtfull and Unclean 
People where ever they are, God having 
in his Juſt Judgment giv'n them up to 
work all manner of Uncleanneſs with gree- 

 dinels, ſeeing their Love to their Luſts 
made them firſt reje& the Pure and Holy 

Doctrine of our Saviour, and afterwards 

Crucify him, which is another Inſtance 

to confirm what has : been ſo often obſer. 
ved before, that ſuch Perſons or people 
as wallow in their Luſts want only an 

Opportunity. and Tentation to declare 0- 


pen 
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pen War againſt God and Religion, which 
always iſſues in' their own Confuſion if 
their Converſion don't prevent it. 

We have often had occaſion to obſerve 
that Whoredome hath been productive of 
Idoletry, and in the firſt Chapter of the 
Romans, we have the Authority of the A- 
poſtle for it, that Idolatry hath been the pa- 
rent of Uncleannels, FiceYVer/a,where ſpeak- 
ing of thoſe that when tney knewGod by the 
light of nature and the works of Creation 
Ter becauſe they Glorified him not as God, nei» 
ther were thankful but became vain in their 
Imaginations, their fooliſh heart was darkned, 
and profeſſing themſelves to be Wiſe th'y became © 
Fools. and changing the Glory of the Incor- 
ruptible God into an Image, &C. MH herefore 
God alſo gave them up to Vile Afeftions and 
Cracks thre the Luſi s of their own hearts 
to diſhonour- their own Bodies, letween them- 
ſelves. For even their Women changed the ne- 
tural uſe into that which ts againſt Nature, and 
likewiſe alſo the men leaving the natural uſe 
of the Women, burned in their Luſt ane to- 
ward another, Men with Men working that 
which is unſeemly, receiving in themſelves 
that recompenſe of their error wiich was meet ; 
and as they did not like to retain Godin their 
knowledge, God gave them over to a Reprobate 
mind to do thoſe things which are not conve- 
nient, being filled with all Unrighteouſneſs, For- 
nication, QC. 


E g-ts., What 
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What the Apoſtle ſays of mens arriving 
to a great height of the knowledge of God 
by the light of nature, and the obſervati- 
on of the Works of Creation and Provi- 
dence 1s evident by many Inſtances , but 
by none more than that of Seneca, who, 
tho* a Heathen, hath writ more true Di- 
vinity than almoſt all thoſe Chriſtian wri- 
ters have done, who are known by the 
name of Schoolmen. Ariſtotle, Plato, 
Socrates and others are alſo ſtrong proofs 
of this, but notwithſtanding all their know- 
ledge they were vain in their Imagina- 
tions,and thinking themſelves Wiſe became 
Fools, and ſo not only they themſelves 
but the Heathens who had the benefit of 
their Lectures conceiving falſe notions of 
the Deity which. every one of *em would 
adapt to their own Fancies, they were 
given up of God to all manner of Un- 
cleanneſs, and thence it came to paſs that 
the Ancients talkt fo many obſcene things 
concerning the Yard of Prjapm, one of their 
Heathen Divinities, . and Son to Bacrchzs 
and Yenw;, 1n reality a Vile Drunken De- 
baucht Stallion, whoſe virile parts be- 
ing of an Extroardinary . Size, a *Com- 
pany of Debaucht Women did continu- 
ally haunt him, fo that the Magiſtrates of 
the Town where he liv'd were forced to 
baniſh him, whereupon ſay the Poets Ye- 
P1115 plagu'd' them, ſo that they were for- 
ced to- build him a Temple and in their 
ſolemnities they carried about a ſtick in 
reſemblance” of his Yard—— Of the ſame 
nature 
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nature was the Eleuſina Sacra ſolemnized 
at Eleuſis, a City of Greece, the proceſſion 
being ' from thence to Athens, . and. of 
ſo great account was that profane Wor- 
ſhip, that they called it Ay/tery by way of 
Eminence ;, the King with four Aſſiſtants 
preſided at thoſe ſolemnities ; the Ephorz 

were . not admitted to the greateſt My- 
ſteries till after a years initiation , and. 
it was reckoned a great fayour that King 
Demetrius was admitted to them per /altum. 
The Athenians had fo great a paſſion and 
Veneration for thoſe Myſteries that they 
thought they contributed to their leading 
a peaceable Life, and coming to an hap- 
py end and ableſſed State afterwards ; the 
Senate ., was always called to ſee that eve- 
ry thing belonging to them was perform- , 
ed in order, ſome defects about them be- 
ing reckon'd Capital, and when they were 
reduced to the greateſt ſtraits by their E- 
nemies, the Freedom and Enjoyment of 
thoſe Myſteries was the laſt. thing they 
Capitulated for, and yet the thing that they 
kept all this pother about was according 
to Tertwlljan a very ſhamefull obje&, and 
therefore we ſhall keep the Latin vail 0- 
ver it, viz. Nature Mulicbris Imago, which 
tho? all that were. admitted to them were 
ſworn to conceal, yet the ſagacity of the 
prinitive Chriſtians found it out, Attheſe 
Ceremonies the Women uſed to ride in 
Carts and abuſe one another with profane 
and- ſcurrilous Language, fit indeed for 


Carted Whores, whence came the Proberb 
I '4 De 


1.20 
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De plauſtro logui. This Ceremony was in" 


ſtituted in remembrance of Ceres ſeeking 
for her Daughter Proſerpina whom the 
Poets fancy Pluto raviſhed and carried 
to Hel. And ſuch was the ;Hypocriſie 
of thoſe who had the Condutt and Manage- 
ment of thoſe ſolemnities, that tho* they 
knew the thing to be profane in the high- 
eſt degree, yet one of the four preſidents 
that aſſiited the King during the folem- 
nity had the Impudence to run about and 
cry procul hinc, procul ire profani, 1. e. ftand 
off and begone all profane Perſons as is 
related by Marcrovins, Tertullian, Heſychi- 
us, Atheneus and others, Such was the 
madneſs and wickedneſs of the Grecians 
at that time the moſt polite and learned 
people in the world ; and who valued them- 
ſelves ſo much upon their Learning and 
Philoſophy, that they called all the reſt of 
the World Barbarians, accounted the Goſpel 
fooliſhneſs, and lookt vpon the Apoſtle 
Paul to be a Babbler. Of the ſame na- 
ture were the Feaſts and Solemnities of 
Bacchus, Cybele and others, ſo ridiculous in 
themſelves that the very Scythians, who 
were reckoned the moſt Rude and Bar- 
barovs of all Nations, laught at and ex- 
ploded the Fancy of Worſhipping Facchrs 
for a God, who made men drunk and mad. 
Yet to ſuch Ridiculous Fopperies and A- 
bominable Impurities were the wiſe Gre- 
cians given up by the Juſt Judgment of God, 
becauſe they were vain in their Imagina- 
flons and would Accommodate the Deity 

£ 9 
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to. their own Luxuriant Fancies,' ſo that 
thinking themſelves wiſe they became fools, 
 Parallell to this is the horrid impuri- 
ty of the Popiſh Church andClergy, which 
was much more open and notorious be- 
fore the Reformation : the Rabb?'s of that 
Church affecting to be wiſe'aboye what 
is Written, and Introducing not only ſu- 
perſtitions of an ordinary ' ſize, but” alfo 
downright Idolatry, as the Invocation and 
Adoration of Saints and Angels, God: did 
Juſtly give them up to all manner of Un- 
cleanneſs, notwithſtanding their ' monaſti- 
cal vews and pretended” Celibacy, that 
they became the ſcandal of Chriſtianity, 
their Monaſteries Bawdy-Houſes, and at laſt 
a Butchers 'Shambles by murdering thoſe 
Infants which they had ſpuriouſly begot, 
as was evident to the World by the great 
quantities of Childrens Skulls and other 
Bones which were found 'in their Mona- 
ſteries, upon their diſſolation ' in | thoſe 
Countries where the Reformation obtain- 
ed. | 

It were alſo to be wiſtd that. thoſe a 
mongſt Proteſtants, who have heen violent 
Aſſrters and Impoſers of humane: Inven« 
tions in. the Worſhip of God, would con- 
ſider whether that "Impurity of Life and 
Converſation which is but too too Re- 
markable among(ſt thoſe "who value them- 
ſelves as being Members '6f their Society 
have not ſomething 'of a-Judgment of the 
like nature in It, ha. 
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.. Andiit, is alſo plain beyond all Contra- 
ditian that ' thoſe who. embrace the -O1d 
Arian Yerelie, now revived under the name 
of Socinianiſm, Deiſm, &c,, Have reaſon to 
look upon the difſolure lives of molt of their 
Fraternity -in_ this Nation as a Juſt Judg- 
ment vpon:. them from God tor growing 
vain in their. Imaginations and. ,rejeing 
all thoſe principles of Religion which they 
cannot Fathom with-their ſhallow and Cor- 
rupted reafon, a Fry og 

We have ſen under what ſevere Penal- 
ties Ghaſtity was | enjoyn'd, unto the. Jews, 
who under. the Old Teſtament were the 
peculiar -people and Church of God ;. and 
with what- tremendous Judgments thoſe 
who violated-that Law were-from time to 
time, purſued, We have allo hea.d ovr 
Saviour's Expoſition of the 7th. Command- 
ment, and -how it reaches the Motions and 
Aﬀecttions of the Soul as well as the ex- 
ternal aft, and it hath been Proved , by 
Divine Authority that the giving of a Per- 
ſon or People up t5 Uncleannefs is a Juſt 
Judgment of God for having forſaken him. 
So that now it_..remains that we take no- 
tice in what manner, and -under what Pe- 
nalties Chaſtity is enjoyn'd to Chriſtians 
under the new Teſtament, We find then 
in the 15 of the A#s, v. 20. That For- 


nieations was one of the' things which the / 


firſt Synodical. Meeting or General Coun- 
cil of the Chriſtian ,Chureh forbid, by the 
Authority of the Holy Ghoſt, by, which 
Interpreters underſtand that not only Mar- 
| riage 
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riage within prohibited degrees, butAdulte- 
ry ſingleFornication and keeping of Concu- 
bines, or to uſe the term now in faſhion 
keeping of Miſſes was forbid, and the rea- 
fon why that manifeſt violation of the 
Laws of Nature, Creation, and Revelati- 
on is mixt with thoſe things which were 
Temporary, as the abſtaining from Blood, 
- &c. was becauſe the Gentiles, eſpecially 
the people of the Eaſt were very much 
addicted to Uncleanneſs , and Cuſtom had 
prevailed ſo much amongſt *em that they 
ſcarcely thought Fornication or the keep- 
ing of a Concubine any ſin : And that it's 
plain, thav this firſt Oecumenical Council 
if we may ſo venture to call it, did not 
deſign this of Fornication as a Tempora- 
ry prohibition only, -will appear by the 


repeated injunctions and prohibitions of . 


the Apoſtles throughout their Epiſtles, and 
the Sentence of excluſion from the King- 
dom of Heaven, which from time to time 
they pronounce againſt Whoredom, Thus 
in the 6th. of Romans v. 19. He tefls them 
that as they had yielded their Members Ser- 
wants to Uncleanneſs, ſo now they were to yield 
their Members Servants unto Holineſs. Chap. 
8. 7. He tells them, That if they live after 
the Fleſh they ſhall die. Chap. 13. 13, 14. 


We are forbid to walk in Chambering and 


Wantonneſs, or to make proviſion for the fleſh 
to fullfil the Luſts thereof ;, the Reading of 
which latter Verſe, St. Auſtin was dire&- 
ed to by a Voice when walking in his 
Garden, which bid him rake up the Bible and 


read, 
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read, and falling vpon that) Text he was 
thereby converted, he having been former- 
ly much given to Uncleaaneſs. 

Then 1n 1 Cor. Chap, 5. he ſeverely re- 
proves the Church of Corinth, for not þa- 
ving cenſured the inceſtuous Perſon who 
was one of their Members, tho* guilty of 
ſnch a ſort of Fornication as was not fo 
much as named amoneſt the Gentiles, v:z. 
That one ſhould have his Fathers Wife, 
not that never any ſuch thing was com- 
mitted amongſt the Gentiles, for Hiſtory 
teaches us the contrary ; but when it d:d 
happen it was never ſpoken of nor menti- 
oned without horror, and was always look- 
ed npon as Monſtrous and Ominous : 
And therefore to take away the ſcandal 
from the Chriſtian Church, the Apoſltic 
Orders him to he delivered up to Satan, z. e, 
Excommunicated, and caſt out of the $9- 
ciety of the Church, by which Cenſure he 
was thrown out of the Kingdom of Chriſt 
as an Exile, and by Conſequence deprived 
of his proteftion, by which he became a 
Subjet or rather a Slave to Satan, the 
God of this World, there being no Me- 
dium betwixt thoſe two, of being either 
a Subje-t of Chriſt or a Subje& of Satan, 
and therefore he who is caſt out of the 
Church clave non errante, may very we'l 
be faid to be delivered up to Satan. It's 
true there are ſome, who think that by 
theſe words was meant a delivering of 
him vp to Satan to be tormented by ſome 
bodily diſtemper, but that Expoſition 15 
ro 
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too much forced to be relied on. In the 
gth. and 11th. Verſes of that Chapter the 
Apoſtle forbids them ſo much as to ear with 
a Brother who is a Fornicator, ſuch was the 
purity of Life that the Holy Ghoſt -enjoin- 
ed to all Chriſtians. 

In the 6th. Chap. the Apoſtle informs 
us That neither Fornicators nor Aaulterers , 
nor Effeminate, nor abuſers of themſelves with 
mankind ' ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God ; 
and by Conſequence we may Judge that 
they were neither fit to be Members of 
Churches, nor indeed of Politick and Ci- 
vil Societes with Chriſtians. In the 11 
Verſe, he tells them ſuch were ſome of you, 
but now ye are Santtified. V. 13. He jays 
that the body 1 not for Formication, but for 
the Lord, and the Lord for the Fody. And 
in the 15, and 16. Y. argues againſt Forni- 
cation from the abſurdity cf it in Chri- 
itians, who thereby made theiv bodies that 
are Members of Chriſt Members of an Harlot, 
which was as much as to fay that you 
cannot make Chriſt -a partaker of Forni- 
cation with you, and therefore when you 
are. guilty of thoſe abominahle ſins you 
diſunite your {cIf from Chriſt,. and offer 
violence to your own bodies by pullivg 
your ſelf away from Chriſt, and joining 
your ſelf to an Harlor. 

In' the 18th. Verſe he enjoins them to 
flee Fornication, becauſe He that committerh 
Fornication ſinreth againſt bi: own Body, that 
is, in a ſpecial manner, he diſhonoureth his 
Body by making it a Member of .an _ 
ot 
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lot and. diſuniting it from Chriſt ; he mak- 
eth that Body which the Holy Ghoſt diſ- 
daineth. not .to chuſe for a Temple # 
Cage of Unclean ſpirits, and ſo provoketh 
the Holy ſpirit to abandon it, who will 
not dwell in -an Impure place. and as 
Whoredom brings a more dire& blemiſh 
upon the body as avs other fin doth, 
ſo it tends to the diſſolution and deſtru- 
Qion of the frame of the Body. 

In the 4th. Chapter, the Apoſtle treats 
of Marriage as a proper Remedy againſt 
Fornication, and therefore neceflary and 
commendable, not that it was Originally 
inſtituted as a Remedy againſt Fornicati- 
tion, for it was appointed in Paradiſe, 
during the State of Innocence, when there 
was no ſuch thing as Fornication ; but 
It became neceſlary for that end fince the 
fall, and therefore as propagation was the 
primary end of Marriage, the avoiding of 
Fornication became a Secondary end—— 
The reaſon of the Apoſtles inſiſting upon 
this, is in the opinion of Commentators, be- 


' cauſe thete were ſome among the Corin- 


thians, to whom he wrote, who Counter- 
feiting Chaſtity deſpiſed Marriage, and fell 
into hurtful] and filthy Luſts ; and others 
again under pretence of Chaſtity pretend- 
ed to diſſolve their Marriage Contract, and 
put away - their Wives, that they might 
attend with more diligence and aſliduity 
upon the Service of God, and therefore to 
obviate both thoſe abſurd opinions he ſhews 


the neceſſity and fanftity of a marriage 
ſtate 
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{tate, tho' he owns that in conſidefration of 


$he then troubleſome times, and the per- 
ſecutions which attended the Church, it 
was better for thoſe Chriſtians who had 
the Gift of Continency not to marry than to 
encumber themſelves with Families, and the 
neceſſary cares of providing for a Family, 
which do always follow upon Marriage ; 
'butat the fame time he tells them that 'tjs 
better to Marry than to Burn, and recalls 
Marriage to its Primitive inſtitution in 
the 2d. Verſe, thus, ler very Man have his 
own Wife, and let every Woman have her 
own Husband : By which he expreſly Con- 
demns Digamy and Polygamy.—And then 
he tells them the duty of Married Perſons 
that tho* they might for a time abſtain 
trom the Marriage-Bed by mutual conſent, 
in order to give themſelyes to faſting and 
prayer, yet they were zot to defraud one 4+ 
other, but to come together again, leſt Satan, 
the Author of all Uncleanneſs, ſhou'd 
tempt them for their Incontinence, fo that 
by this Chapter it is plain, that that Ce- 
libacy which the Romiſh Clergy pretend 
to obſerve 1s none of God's appointment, 


and therefore *tis. not to be wondred at, 


that they who have ſo contemptuouſly re- 
jected the Sacred ordinance of Marriage 
ſhould be given up to thoſe Brutiſh Luſts 
which have made them the ſcandal of rhe 
Chriſtian World. The Holy Paphnztizes 
when it was moved it the Council of Nice 
that the Clergy ſhould abſtain from their 
Wives, oppoſed it by his Authority, or —- 
ther 
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ther by the Apoſtles Authority, telling %em 
that Marriage was honourable, and that a 
Mans Iying with his own Wife was no 
breach of Chaſtity, upon which the Coun- 
cil commended his opinion, and ordain'd 
nothing in that affair as we are told by 
Sozomen Hiſt. Tripartit. Lib. 2.C. 14. SO 
that the Canon which is now numbred 
amongſt thoſe of that Council forbidding 
the Marriage of the Clergy is. with good 
reaſon lookt upon as, ſuppoſititious. 

In the 5th, of the Galatians, v. tg. the 
Apoſtle tells. us, That the Works of the fleſh 
are Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Laſci- 
viouzneſs ;, and in the 2 1th. Verſe, he tells us 
that they that are Chriſts have Crucifed the 
fleſh with the Aﬀedtions and Luſts, fo that 
thoſe who wallow in ſuch Impuriries Jet *em 
call themſelves or be called by others what 
they pleaſe, 'its plain that they have for- 
feited their Title to the name of Chriſtiane. 

In the 2d. of the Epheſians, he reckons 
thoſe who walk in the Luſts of the fleſh, and 
Fulfill the deſires thereof amongſt the Children 
of wrath and diſobedience who walk according 
zo the Prince of the power of the Air. Our 
Luſtfull Gallants and Beaus would be rea- 
dy to run any man thro” the Lungs - who 
ſhouldcall them Children of the Devil, and 
yet they are called fuch in expreſs terms 
by the Holy Ghoſt; ſo that it s not to be 
wondred at that they do ſo much ſpurn at 
all revealed Religion. RS; 


In 
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In the 4th. Chapter, the ;Apoſtle calls 
them off from the -Impurities'of -the Gen- 
tiles, who had given themſelves over unto Laſ 
. Civiouſneſs, to work all Uncleauneſs with Grees 
dineſs, telling them . they had not fo learned 
Chriſt, lo the 5th, Chapter he commands 
that Fornication and Uneleanneſs ſhould not 
once benamed amongſt them,neither Fl! hincſs nor 
Fooliſh talking nor Feſting which are not cun+ 
convenieut, and the reaſon he ſubjoins, is 
this, That no Whoremongers nor Unclean per- 
ſon hath any Inheritanre in the Kingdom "of 
Chriſt and of 'God —— T hen whether they 
deſerve the name of Chriſtians whoſe chief 
delight is in Play-Houſes, where Fooliſh 
Teſting and Talking is their principal En- 
tertainment ; or whether they are+-to be 
accounted ſuch who wallow in Fornicati- 
on and Adultery, and who make their keeps 
ing of Miſſes and Dedauching of. Wometi 
the Grand ſubje of their Converſation, 
in all -publick Companies, let- any reaſon- 
able man Judge, | 

In the ;d Chapter of the Coloſſians he 
commands Chriſtians to mortify their ember s 
which are upon the Eart;», viz, Fornication; 
Uncleanneſs, inordinate Aﬀettion, "&c, For 
which things ſake the wrath of God cometh on 
Childrenof aiſcheatence. 

In the itth. of the Hebrews and - 16th. 
verſe he warns them t9 take heed that there 
be ng Fornicator nir- Profane Perſon amoygft 
them like Eſau, who ſold his Birth-right fir me 
Morſel, Perſons who are addicted to their 
Luſts being ready at any time £2 {z!! _ 

inare 
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ſhare of Heaven and-Religion ſo they may 
but enjoy their Vile deſires : and in the 1 3th. 
Chapter and 4th. Verſe he tells them that. 
Marriage is honourable in all, and the Bed unde- 
filed, bur Whoremongers and Adulterers God will 
Judge, by which the Apoſtle obviates 'the 
falſe DoQrine of thoſe Seducers. foretold 
in the 1ſt. of 7jmothy and 4. who ſhould 
forbid Marriage, and tells them thatW hore- 
dome is ſo grievous a fin in the fight: of 
God, that in a peculiar manner he will pu- 
niſh ſuch perſons himſelf. . L 

It is fit alſo to beobſerved here, that the 
Papiſts. and other Sets who forbid or re- 
ſtrain The uſe of Marriage were there- 
unto prompted at firſt by a falſe ſhew of 
Purity and Santtity, which demonſtrates 
how abominable they reckoned the ſin of 
Uncleanneſs;, when they thought that Con. 
jugal Society rendered men unfit for their 
Levotions, but their unhappy miſtake was 
attended with miſchievous Conſequences, 
for inſtead of that purity which they aim- 
ed at by diſpiſing Marriage which is of. 
Divine inſtitution, they fell into all man- 
ner of Uncleanneſs as 1s known to thoſe who 
have read the Hiſtories of the Encratites, 
Mareionites, Fatians, Manichees.c. whoſe Er- 
rors and Vitious Practiſes as to that mat- 
ter,the Popiſh Monks have ſerv'd themſelves 
heirs to, and therefore cannot avoid fal- 
ling under the reach of that Prophekie, 1ſt. - 
of Timothy and 4th. tho* they have ſtrain'd 


their Wits toward it off from themfelvs. 


The 
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- The Apoſtle Perer in his iſt. Epiſtle 7. 
Cap. and 14: Verſe forbids Chriſtians to 
faſhion themſelves according to their former 
Luſts, and in his 2d Cap. 11. v. he com- 


mands 'them to abſtain from fleſhly Luſts' 


which War againſs the Soul — In the ' 24; 
Chapter of his 2d. Epiitle he tells us, That 
God turned the Cities of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah' into aſhes, making them an enſample un+ 
to thoſe that after ſhould live Ungodly.- —In 
the gth. verſe he ſubjoins that the Lord 
knows how to reſerve the unjuſt ' unto the day 
of Judgment to be puniſh'd, but chiefly then 
that walk after the fleſh in the Luft of Un- 
cleanmeſs, and in the 14th. Verſe he fays, 
They ball receive the reward of Unrighteouſ- 
wr 


having eyes full of Adultery and that can- 


not ceaſe from ſin. 


The Apoſtle Jude in his General E- 


piſtle tells us, That 'Sodom and Gomortah - 


giving . themſelves over to Fornication, and go- 
ing after ftrange flech are ſet forth for an 
Example, ſuffering the Vengeance of Eternal 
Fire, he defcribes alſo thoſe who walk, af- 
ter their Ungodly Luſts to be mockers, which 


is as Viſible in our modern Reaus and Gal- 


lants as ever it was. in any, there being 
none who do more mock and deſpiſe Religi- 
onthen ſuch, and now *tis become Famili- 
ar to them to run down Revelation and 


the Divine Authority of the Holy Scryp-. 


tures, . 7 


? 
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-In the 14th of 'the Revelations and- 4th. 
The 14400 who are there ſaid to be ſinging a 
new ſong in Heaven, m.the Company of the 
Lamb, are deſcrib'd tobe ſuch as had not defs- 
led themſelves with Wonien , That 1s, ſuch as 
had not polluted themſelves with Unlaw- 


f ull Luſts, but had poſſeſſed their Veſlels 


in SanQification and Honour, as. Chriſtians 
are adviſed to do. 1 Thefſ. 4. 4. Not that 
they had abitain'd from Marriage, for that 
is. Honourable and ſuch a ſtate as” tends to 
the. preſervation of Chaſtity, but they had . 
eſcaped the pollution . which was in the 
Wo-1d, thro' Luſt ; its true that the Senſe 
of the place. is not wholly reſtricted to a 
bodily Chaſtity, but includes alſo a Spi- 
ritual Purity, Freedom from Idolatry, and 
Communication with falſe Religions, but 
that it does alſo relate to bodily Chaſti- 
ſtity, is unanimouſly agreed upon by Inter- 
preters. 

It 1s alſo obſervable that the Holy 
Ghoſt, to teſtify his batred- of Uncleanneſs 
hath repreſented. Antichriſt the Anti-chri- 
ſtian Church, and the Idolatry of that $o- - 
ciety, under the name of a Whore, the Mo- 
ther of Harlots and Abominations of the Earth ; 
tlioſe that are poyſon'd with her Idola- 
trous Doctrine, ere preſents as having com- 

: mitted Fornication with her, and drunk of 
her Golden Cup full of Abominations and 
Filthineſs of her Fornication, Rev. 17. And 
indeed to any that have read the. wicked 
Lives of many of- the Popes, and conſider 
the impurity of their Monks and Nuns, 
, their 
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their contempt of Marriage, their” Unlaw- 
full Divorces,: and Diſpenſations-for Ugn- 
Jawfull Marriages. It-will : appear. that 
there's great reaſon to, call the Church of 
Rome a_ Whore in a Literal Senſe. 

In the 21ſt. of the Revelations, we are 
told that Whoremongers ſhall bave their part 
in the Lake which Burneth with Fire and 
Brimaſ;one ; and in the 23d. we are told, 
That Whoremogers are excluded from the new 
Jeruſalem in Company of Murders, Ido- 
laters. and Sorcerers. So much for the 
Hiſtory of Whoredom, as far as it is tonch- 
ed in the Old and New Teſtamenr, cither 
as to the Inſtances thereof, the Judgments 
inflicted upon the practioners of it, the 
Laws concerning it, and the puniſhments 
threatned againſt the Breakers of thoſe 
Laws, both in this World and that which 
1S tO, COMC. 

Having finiſhed that part of onr Hiſto- 
ry for which the Scripture hath furniſhed 


vs with materials., We come in the next . 


place to profane Hiſtory, for Inſtances re- 
lating to our 'Subjet, We have already 
made uſe of ſome Inſtances from Joſephs 
and other Hiſtortans, Obiter as they had a 
Relation to the Scripture paſlages that we 
were upon, but come now to make uſe of 
them intirely for our Colleftions, and 
think jt fir ro acquaint the Reader 
that we muſt look back again in order 
of time, becauſe *'twas thought beſt to have 
the Scripture Inſtances altogether. | 
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We have formerly made mention of Se- 
miramis, in the Account which we gave of 
the deſtruction of Pabylon, all thar we have 
now to add, 1s, that Jnſtin. Lib.1, gives 
this Account of her, that after her Husband 
Ninw's Death, ſhe puts on Mans apparreil, 
and feigned her felf to be Nijnus het own 
Son, who was but a Youth, and there- 
fore ſhe was affraid that he would not be 
able to manage. the Scepter, Semirami: be» 
irg a Woman of low Stature, and ſmall 
Voice, was eaſily miſtaken for her Son, 
and the better to conceal the fraud, ſhe 
covered her Arms and Legs, put a Tiara 
or round Ornament reſembling a Bonnet, 
upon her head, and the better "to pre- 
vent ſuſpicion of a diſguiſe, Ordered her 
Subjects to apparel] themſelves in that ſame 
manner, under the Notion of a new faſhi- 
on, ſo that ſhe paſs'd for her. Son with- 
out any doubt or heſitation, and having 
under this diſgniſe enlarged her Husband's 
Conqueſts as was formerly ſaid, ſhe con- 
ceived that the Greatneſs of her Actions 
had put her beyond the reach of Envy, and 
therefore diſcovered her ſelf, which was 
ſo far from leſſening her, that it mighti- 
Iv advanced her Reputation, hut giving 
her ſelf up afterwards to Brutiſh L uſts, as 
was. formerly mentioned, ſhe became en- 
amoured. on her own Son, who thereup- 
on killed her, and thus ſhe tarniſh'd all- her 
former Glory and brought her ſelf to an-un- 
timely death by her unnatural Luſt after ſhe 
Reign'd 42ycarsig Great Honour. - I 
Y. « - $44 k er 
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Her Son Njnw, tho' he abhorred _his 
Mothers Inceſtuous Amours, yet being Heir - 


to her Vices as well as her Throne, as 


if he had really changed Sexes as well as 


Habit with his Mother, he became. Effe- 
minate and Luftful, and ſpending his time 
'Ingloriouſly among Women, was rarely 
ſeen of any men, and fo concluded his 
days with Ilgnominy, leaving that unmaply 
pattern to his ſucceſſors that they ſeldom 
were ſeen of any of theirSubjeAs,and thus the 
Aſſyrian Empire which continued near 1399 
years, was extinguiſhed by the Effemina- 
cy and Luſts of their Princes and People, 
and came to a Concluſion in the Inglort- 
OUS Reign of Sardanapalms, who Reigned 
as ſome Authors thigk when Joreh was 
ſent to Preach Repentince to MNius* 
ve, but this cannot be relted npon, the 
Learned do ſo much differ as to the p6int 
of Chronology : RKowever, this is agreed 
upon by | all hands, that he was a Luſtfull 
and Effeminate Prince, and fave. him- 
ſelf fo much up to Voluptuouſnefs that 
he would fit and Spin in a Womans 
Habit amengſt. his Concubines. ' And fſee- 
ing it is commonly found by Experience 
that people imitate the bad example of 
tneir Prince ; there's no great reaſon to 
doubt but that the Nimwaes, amongſt 
whom he refided, were tainted with hisVices 
and- became difſotute, ſo that they very 
well deſerved thoſe Judgments denounc'd 
againſt. them by Joxnab, and Hiſtorians, as 
Fuſtin, Petan, and Scatiger acquaint ys, 

K + That 
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That- the wiſer part of his Subjcs loath- 

ing.to be Goveri'd by ſuch an unmanly 

| Debavchee, Rebell'd againſt him, under the 

ht Conduct of Arſaces Governor 'of Media, 

[i who coming to ſec him and being admit- 

ted to his preſence with Great difficulty, 

found him 1n Womans Habit Spinning pur- 

BE! npon a Diſtaff, amongſt a Company 
s Whores, to 'whom he divided their 

ſever il Tasks of Wool, &c. And perceiv- 

ing him to be more Efteminate, and La- y 

ſcivious in his looks than any of the Wo- u 

men, he conceiv'd . great Indignation that F 

ſo many Warlike Men ſhould” be Gover- [ 

ned by a Perſon who diſown'd' his Sex and 1 

handled a Diſtaff inſtead of a Sword, ſo that ] 

having acquainted his Companions with © 

what he had ſeen, they Conſpired againft | 

him , Beſieged him in Njajve for two | 

years, and reduced him to ſuch ſtraits that 

in a deſperate hnmor he retired into. his 

Palace, where having Ereted a Funeral 

Pile, and laid al his moſt precious Move- 

ables: upon. it, he: burnt himſelf with his 

Wives, Children and Pallace; (which was 

the only thing.. wherein he diſcovered a 

Manly temper) Ordering the - followrng 

ARicn to be engravenon his Tomb 


Hee habeo gia edi, (eque Exſaturata Li- 
bids 


 Haufit at illa Jacent multa ac preclara reli- 
ta, | 


Which 
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Which ſays Ariftorle was a fitter yr og 


for a Bull then a King ; It may be Para- 


phras'd In Ezxgl#fh thus, 


Thoſe things T have which delight I ate, 
And. alſo thoſe which did my Luft aſſwage 
Yet may deſires are ſtill inſbiad; | 
And that ougbts left behind, enflames my rage. 


The Meaes having held the Empire 350 
years, It then fell into handsof the Perſians 
under the Condu@ of Cyrw ; and that the 
Perfian Women ' were not over, modeſt ap- 
pears by the method they took to encon- 
rage their Men, when they had the worſt 
in the Battle at firſt, with Aſftyages, viz. 
When the Perſians beganto run, their Wo- 
men uncovered 'their Secret parts, upbraid- 
ded them 'with Cowardice, and askt whi- 
ther they. "would hide themſelves in the 
Rellies of their Mothers and Wives, which 
did fo animate them, that from a principal 
of ſhame they returned to the Battle , 


came off- Victorious, and by that "means. 


laid. the Foundation of the Perſian Mo- 
aarchy, which was afterwards overturn'd 
by Fffeminacy and Laſciviouſneſs, as we 
ſhall ſee in its place, and that the” Perſians 
fhould have immers'd themſelyes in Laſcivi- 
ouſneſs.is ſo much the more remarkable and 
inexcoſable becauſe their Emperor Cyrus to 
break the Warlike Temper of the Lydians, 
whom he had overcome, thought it not e- 
nough to deprive them of their Horſes 
and Arms, but commanded them to ex- 

| | ercilg 
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erciſe. themſelves in Publick-Houſes, Plays, 


and Bawdy-Houfes; and thus fays Juſtin 


Lib. 1. this people whio before Cyrus were 
invincib'e in War, mighty by their in- 
duſtry and redoubtable by their Valour, 
loſt their Ancient Gallantry by - their Ef- 
.feminate Delicacy and Luxury. And that. 
this Wantonneſs had invaded their Throne 
is evident from the Inſtance of Cardaules 
their King, who doting upon his Wife, 
becauſe. of her Incomparable Beauty, com- 
merided her in all Conipanies, and not 
fatifised with that, he was ſo mad as to 
expoſe her, Naked to the view of Gypes 
his Favourite, by appointing him a- Secret 
place in. her Bed-Chamber, which the Q, 
perceiving, tho” unknown to her Husband 
ſhe was 10. much incens'd .at_ it, that ſhe 
propos dit to Gyges, either to kill the King 


atid enjoy her and the Kingdom, or to. 


prepare for. death himſelf, the former of 
which conditions he accepted, and per- 
formed, -and thus was Carndaules panithed 
for his Voluptuouſneſs by loſing his Life 
and: Crown ahd having his Race extin- 
gviſhed. | 

Tuſtin in his 1. Book acquaints vs alſo that 
one of the Magi called Comarss, being im- 
ployed by Cambyſes to kill his Brother Aer- 
gides, performed it Secretly, and Camby- 
ſes dying in the mean time of a Wound 
he received by his own Sword, Comaris ſet 
up. his own Brother Oropaſtes for King, 
inſtead of Mergides, to whom the Suc- 
ceſſion- Lelonged after Cambyſes, a om 
ig 
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was very like Mergides ; but 'the matter 
being afterwards ſuſpeCted — Orchanus a No- 
ble man found it - out by his own Daugh- 
ter that was one .of the King's Concu- 
bines, ſhe- by - her Father's perſwaſion felt 
Oropaſtes his head when he was afleep, and 
finding that he had no Ears, acquainted 
her Father with it, who thereby knew 
that 'it was Oropaſtes, whoſe Ears Camby» 
ſes had ordered to. be cut off, and impaet- 
ing it to the reſt of the Nobility; from 
whom it was eaſie to conceal it becauſe 
the Kings of Perſia under a ſhew of Ma- 
jeſty were kept from the view of their 
Subjeds, they conſpired againſt him and 
ſlew*both- the Brothers, thus was Oropaſtes 
- deprived of his Life and Crown by the 
Treachery of one of his Concubines. 

The next: paſſage we meet with-in J«- 
ſtin for our purpoſe, is that of the Scythi- 
an Women, whoſe Husbands heing long 
abſent, he ſays, 15 years in ſubduing 4ſca, 
they ſent Meſſengers to them, telling them, 
that if they did not return, they wou'd 
take care to have off-ſpring by their Neigh- 
bours, and that - the Women ſhould not be 
to blame if the, Race of the Scythians failed, 
whereupon they returned having impoſed 
a ſmall Tribute upon the 4ſcaricks, rather 
as an acknowledgment of ther Conqueſts 
then as a Reward of theif Victory -— 

That ſame Author, Book 2d. teſils us 
that the Scythians having ſtaid + Years 
from their Wives in theirgd. Expedition in- 
to Aſia, the Women reckoning they had 
| been 
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been all cut "off, Married their Servaats 
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who were left at hometo look after their 
Catttle, fo that when their Husbands: re- 
turned 'Victortous, they: were . look'd vp- 
on as Foreign Invaders, and therefore their 
Servants kept them out by force of Arms, 
fo that after diverſe Skirmiſhes with va- 
rious fortune, the Scyrhians confidering that 
thoſe who oppoſed them were their Ser- 
vants, they agreed to wake uſe of Whips 
againſt them inſtead of Arms, which had 
ſo good ſacceſs that their ' Servants, as if 
their Servile Spirits had returned to them, 
epon the fight of the Whips, fled before 
them. 

Its alſo - fit to take notice here, that the 
Women fo much fam'd in the World by 


the Name'of Amazons, were Wives to a * 


Colony'or rather an- Inundation of Sryth;- 
ans, who ſettling themſelves in Cappadocia 
about the River Thermodoon, and having 
fubdued their Neighbours , were at laft 


. wholly cut-off by a, Conſpiracy of the 


people. whom thzy had Conquered, upon 
which their Women took Arms, and not 
only defended their own Territories, but 
enlarg'd their Dominions, and being ac- 
cuſtomed to Govern men, lookt upon Mar- 
riage as a- fervitude, Tat off all the Men 
that were remaining among them , that 


none of them might ſeem more happy than 


the reſt; by enjoyment of their Hnsbands, 


.and then having'oÞtained Peace, once a year 


they-conversd with the 'Men of Neigh- 
bouring Nations, and if 'they egy 
KD": | orth 
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lent them home'to their Fathers, but-the 
Females they bred- vp.t> the uſe of Arms; 
and all manly. Exerciſes, burning one of 
their Dugs that it might not hinder them 


'to bend their Bows, and preſerving the 


other to ſuckle their Girls. Amongſt thoſe- 
Amazons are ſaid to haveReten'd the Famous 
Queens, Martheſta, | Lampeto, Orrera,- Pen- 
cthefilea, Thaleſtru, &c. and tneir Monar- 
chy is ſaid to have continued till the time 
of - Alexander the ' Great. 


Some will have all that is writ of the | 


Amazons to be a meer Fable, 2nd others, 


that all the ſtories of them was occafion- 


ed by thetr Womens. bearing Arms, ard 
Fighting in Battle as well as the Men ; 
and it 'may be, belng more nunierons. if 
diverſe of thoſe Battles, * than the. Men 
who were <ither abſent or conſumed. in 
thoſe Expcditions, they had the Chief Com- 
mand, as is obſerved by Juan Orelhbgnthe *pa- 
niard, who diſcovered that great River,calFd 
by the Name of the River of the Amazons 
in the Weſt-Indies, upon the  Banks- of 
which he perceived the Women in Arms 


to exceed the men in ntimber, and to Com- ' 


mand them, and upon that Account-he gave 
the Name aforeſaid to that River. 

But however the" matter be, it affords 
ps this Obſervation, '-that ail Kingdoms 
and 'States ought _ to take care - of- en- 
couraging Marriage ,- and to avnid: a9 
.much as may be” the Exhauſting © of their 
Men by Wars, Colonies or -Conqueſts, 
which 


on 
forth Males they, either killed -them or 
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which do naturally occaſion the want of 


a ſufficient number of Males to ſupply 
the-Females, whence proceeds Whored 


on, - 
Uncleannefs; and Luxury, which infallibly 


iſſues in Contempt of Marriage, an Ob- 
ftruion of Propagation, and the ruin 0 


a people. | 
. Before we come to- give an Account 
how the Perffian Monarchy was overturn'd 
by Luxury and Laſciviouſneſs, we ſhall 
have occaſion to tonch upon ſome Remark- 
able Revolutions, occaſioned amongſt the 
Greeks by Uncleanneſs. 'T he firſt that we 
meet with in 7«ftinis that of Dzocles King 
or Governonr of Athen3, who having forc- 
ed a young Woman, he: was in Revenge 
thereof killed by her Brother, whereup- 
on Hippias'Brother to Diocles ordered the 
youngman to be apprehended, and put- 
ting him upon the Rack, examined him 
concerning thoſe that were privy to his 
deſign, the young man in further Revenge 
for this new Injury, Nam'd all the Ty- 
rant's Friends, who being put to Death 
upon his Accuſation, Hippias ask'd if he 
knew of any more that -were Conſcious 
to his Crime. To this the young man 
anſwered, That there were no-more at 
whoſe Death he could. gladly rejoyce but 
the Tyrant himſelf, which the Citizens 
took as a Signal to recover their loſt Li- 
berty, and drove #Hippias into Exile, who 
thereupon joining with the Perſians againſt 
his own Country was ſlain in Battle—And 
here it's proper to add that the Effemi- 
- Nacy 
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nacy- and Luxury of the Perſians under 
the Reign Xerxes,was the chief cauſ&of the 
ſhamefull overthrows which they received 
by the Grectans. 

The .next Remarkable inſtance which 
we find for our purpoſe in Juſtin, is that 
. | in his 3d. Book of the War herwixt the 

. Meſſenians and Lazxegdemo:nians, occaſioned by 
the former's havingRaviſhed theVirgins be-« 
longing to the latter,whilſt they were at$a- 
crifice, upon which the Lacedomineans bound 
themſelves by. a ſolemn Oath never to re- 
turn into their Country «ill they had ta- 
ken in Meſſenia, which laid the Founda- 
tion of Inteſtine Diſcord, and Civil War 
in Grecia--——The Siege of this Town 
continued 10 years, during which time the 
Lacedemonian Women being not able to: ” 
brook the want of their Husbands Com- 
pany, they ſent heavy complaints-to them. | 
upon that head, but the Lacedemonians be- 
ing unwilling to violate their Oaths, and 
at the ſame time ſenſible that their. people 
muſt needs decreaſe, they fell upon this Me- 
dium, to fend home all the young men wha 
had come as Recruits to their Camp af- 
ter the taking of the" ſaid Oath, and al- _ 
lowing them the Liberty to Accompany 
with the Women, the Children begat 
, by this promiſcuous Copulation, were as 
a Brand of- their Mothers Infamy called 
Parthenij, and arriving at the Age pf 30, 
they were ſo machafraid of coming toWant, 
becauſe theyknew nat whom: to call Father, 
nor which way to have any Patrimany, as 

under 
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under ghe Condu of Phalartts Son to 4: 
rat,” Who' was the Author of the: Advice 
to ſend the'young' men from the Camp a- 
boveſaid, they reſolved to ſeek new Ha- 
bitations for 'themſelves, and 'fo 'without 
ſo much as faluting or taking leave of their 
Mothers, from whom they deriv'd the In- 
famy of 'being Baſtards, they arriv'd_ at 
laſt in 7raly, ſubdued the Tarentines, and 
ſettled in” their ' Country. Burt to return 
to the Meſſenians, they wereat laſt over- 
come by the Lacedemonians, in two Wars, 
the 1ſt. of 20 and the 2. of1 years contin- 
uvance, and reduced to a miſerable ſlavery, 
which was originally occaſion'd as we have 
juſt now heard by their Uncleanneſs. 
Our' next Inſtance is- in Juſtin Lib.' 5, 
concerning . Timea Queen to Agis King of 
Lacedemon, who being guilty of Adulte- 
ry with A4lcibiades the Athenian, while-an 
Exile from his Country at her Husbands 
Conrt, ſhe diſcovered to him the deſign 
which the Lacedemonians had againſt his 
Life, becanſe they envied his Conduct and 
Glory, upon which Alcibiades fled to the 
Perſians, and having by his cunning prevail 
with the Achenians to recall him, he after - 
wards defeated the Lacedemonians by Sea 
and Land, and brought them -to- ſte for 
Peace, fo deſtruftive to her Country was 
the Unlawfull Amours of this Whoriſh 
Queen, and fo ruinous to the whole Eaſt, 
and particularly to' Athens was the. Viti- 
ous Luſtfull Temper of Alcibiades ;, the oc- 
caſion of whoſe Exile as abovementioned 
was 
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ſtery of Ceres'sWorſhip,or the Protane Eleu- 
ſma Sacra, whichwe have already deſcribetl 
at large. [The fatal £x;: of this Great Man is 
alſo. Remarkable,viz; That he-was by the or- 
der of the-30, Tyrants burnt in his Chamber 
when aſleep; a ſuitable uniſhment. fromthe 
hand of Divine Juſtice for.one that had burnt 
in inpureLuſt; . iowever he deſerved better 
Treatment at'the:hands of his Country. 

That ſame Author in, his ſixth Book, 
acquatats, us that. after the death of Epa- 
minotdas;the great  Theban General; the 
Athenians having no Enemy to -whet their 
Emulation or Exerciſe their ' Martial Cou- 
rage, grew. Luxurious and Debanclyd, ſpent 
their Time and Revenues in publick Feſt i- 
vals ;and: Plays, frequented the Stage and 
Play-Houſes more than the Camp, and did 
more: extoll their Poets and Orators than 
their Captainsand Generals;by which-means 
they loſt their Glory,and rendred themſelves 
and all Greece and Aſia a prey tothe Macedo- 
11ans,, tarmerly an-obſcure people. 

Before we go any further. in the H1- 
ſtory of the Uniawtul Amours' of Greece 
17: may not . be' improper. to take. notice 
of the rvine of Troy by the Grecjans after 
ren; years War upon the account of the 
Rape of fair He!ena from Menelau a Gme- 
cian Prince, by Pais Son to: Priamms Kang 
of. 'Troy, This ſtory being known to eve- 
ry. School-Boy,.:its needleſs to. infift upon 
ir,- but. we. ſhall only obſerve-that the Luſt 


of Plas occaſioned the ruin of that. King- 
L dom 
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dont and City-avout the year 'of the World 
2870; after: 1t- had flood near 296 years. 
The rums '6f that Fammons'' Town are ſtill 
to be feen'near the Mountain” 14a 'about 
32 Germun Mites South of Conſtantinople, uP- 
on the Aſian fide of. the' Hellt/pont or ſtrait 
of 'the Pa#dancles 'as 21'Monument of Di- 
vine Juſtice -againft Whoredom, 

- Suſtin vim his -7th, Book gives us; this 
Remarkable 'infſtance 'of puniſhment infli- 
Qed upon the Perſia Amibafladors for their 
Lechery, viz. That being' ſent by Maya- 
bazns the Perſian General to Jemand Ho- 
ſtages 'from- :Amynru King. of Maredo- 
ia, tliat "Prince received them kind- 
ly, arid "the Ambaſſadors + having ' drank 
largely in the timeof the Feaſt, ſo'as their * 
Luſt was inflamed ; they demanded that 
they 'might have the Company of the Kings 
Wives and Danghters'at their etjtertain- 
ment, which they ſaid was -a Pledge of 
Hoſpitality among the Perſians, The King 
thinking fit to grant 'it, the Perſians begin 
to handle the Women 'immodeſtly, upon 
which Aicxunder Son to'King Anmynras de- 
ſir'd his Father to withdraw from the 'Ban- 
quet 'becaufe of his Age and Gravity, the 
Prince thaving (done ſo, Alexander a, little 
while after called out the Women, pre- 
tending. that -he would - bring them back * 
10a a'betrer:drelſs, 'that ſo'they might 'be the 
more acceptable to "the Perſians, and in 
their;placebroughrt in asmany youngMen in 
Womens Habitwith orders to puniſh the 
Ambafſſadors'for theirtaſciviouſneſs, and ac- 

cordingly 
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cordingly when they begun to handle them 
as. they had done the, Women, the young 
men killd every one. of the. Ambaſladors 
with Swords which they had concealed un- 
der, their Garments, 

In that fame Book we have an inſtance 
of -an- abominable Inceſtuous Intrigue of 
Eurydzce, Wite to another  Amynras, King 
of -. Macedonia, and Nephew to the: for: 
mer,. who. falling in Love, with her Son- 
in-Law, upon promiſe of . Marriagewunder- 
took: to -murder her Husband and adyance 
her Gallant to the Throne, but was pre- 
vented by. her Daughter who diſcovered 
her Mothers Inceſt and bloody deſign, 
yet .Amyntas for the Love which he bare 
to the Children that he had by this wic- 
ked Woman ſpar'd her, avid the, Unng- 
tural Beaſt afrer his Death murdered. her 
oOWn SOns Alexander and Perdiceasby him, 
tho? for their ſakes he had ſpared her Life; 
and all this miſchief; ſhe committed, that 
ſhe might wallow without Interruption 1a 
her Impure Lufts, 

[n his 9th Book he gives us ag account of 
the death of Philip of Macedon Rather. to A» 
lexander the Great, which was occalioned 
partly by his having Divorc'd Olympias, on 
{uſpicion ofAdultery,or, with auAdulterons 
delign to marry Clcoparra,and partly becauſe 
he. had not executed Judſtice upon Arralus 
for having..Commuted Sydomy- upofi Pau- 
Emas, who frequently - cmplained - of,.Ac, 
but was always diſmiis'd with fcorn, and 
therefore. watching his Opportunity he 

+ 4 ſtabb'd. 


\_ -@' fair pretence of denying her to Dari, 


'-AnEſſay towatys ' *' 
'ftabb'd Philip on: the day that hewas mar- 
ried 'to Cleopatra as walking betwixt his 
own Sons; afterwards Alexander the-GreaTt 
and Alexander his:Son-in-Law. - "Thus this 
Great Prince who had Conquer'd many 
Nations and Ccuntries, - became a Conqueſt 
and Viftim to- his own Luſts and the Luſts 
of others, and occaſioned likewiſe the 
death.of his Paramour Cleopatra, Olympias 
having firſt murdered her - Daughter, and 
then forc'd ' Cleopatra: to hang her elf. 
His * 1: th. Book farniſhes* us {with a 
very remarkable- inſtance ' of ' Artaxerxes 
King of Perſia, who had 115 ſome ſay 160 
Sons -by Concubines, {and three only by 
Lawful] Marriage, for which Incontinence 
he was puniſh'd jn the following 'manner, 
kis Son Darins being by the Indulgence of 
A-taxerxes admitted to the Throne while 
he himſelf was alive, contrary to the Cu- 
ſty»4m of the Perſians, he ungratefully Con- 
ſprred againſt his-Father?s Life, and enga- 
ged 49 of his Brethren in the' Conſpiracy, 
The occaſion of this Unnatural: Plot was 
yet m>re vile than the Plorir-ſelf, which 
Tuſtin relates thus, Artaxerxes having de- 
feated and killed -his Brother Cyrxs in the 
War betwixt them, he married | Aſpaſia 
Cyrus his Concubine, and her Darixs wou'd 
have his Fither to reſign to him 
2s well as his 'Throne, which the Indul- 
gent Father” promiſed co do at firſt, but 
repenting ' of. it afterwards, he made her 
/prieſtels to the Sun that he might have 
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becauſe according, to the Perſian ſuperſti + 
tion, thoſe of that Office muſt obſerve 
perpetual Chaſtity. . Darius taking this as 
a great affront, entred 1nto''the Conſpi- 
racy as abovementioned, which being difſ- 
covered, the Inceſtuous and" Unnatural 
Traitor with all his Aſſociates, their Wires 
and Children was cnt off that ' there 
might" be_ ho memorial left of ſach'a hor= 
rid” piece. of Viſlainy. Thus was Unclean- 
neſs: juſtly puniſh'd both in Father and' 
Children, and this Inftafice 1s i ſo” much! 
the more remarkab'e that it fell out bur 
a few years © before the overthrow of the 
Perſian' Monarchy by - Alexander the Great, 
which the Laſciviouſneſs and Effeminacy of 
the Perſians made ealy to be effefted, 

Our next inſtance is Alex-ader the Great, 
who tho in the height of his Youth and 
Conquelſts he obtain'd fo 'mnch Glory by 
abſtaining from Darirs his Beautiful Queen 
and Daughters who were . his Captives, 
yet giving himſelf afterwards up t9 Im- 
pure Pleaſures, he hath thereby rendred 
his Infamy as Immortal as his - Fame. 
It's obſerved of 'him by his Hiſtorian Cur- 
rins, that he was always more. Famous in 
War than after Victory, and that having 
broke the Power of the /Perſran Empire 
he degenerated into thoſe very Manners 
or rather Vices, which made' the Perſians 
ſuch an ealle Conqueſt to him. That ſame 
Aathor in his 5th. Book gives us an Ac- 
coynt, that Alexandcy having ſtaid much 


longer at Babylon than -he did at any 0- 
L 3 ther 
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ther place, the Corrupt. Manners of. the 
Citizens did. more prejudice. to -the Dt- 
{cipline of his. Army than: any, thing they 
had niet. with before that time:;z and in- 
deed the Deſcription that Curtius gives us 
of the abominable. Luxury and Impurity 
which reignd in that City is ſyfhcient to 


| convince us that the Empire, of which 
that was the Metropolis or at leaſt the 


moſt Renowned and Greateſt City, was 
ripe for ruin. The words of the Hiſto- 
rian are as follow, There was nothing more 
corrupt than the manners of that City, and 
nothing more Accommodated to incite and pro- 
voke Voluptuonſneſs and Luſt, The Parents 
and Husbands permitted; their Wives and 


Daughters to lie with their Gueſts provided: 


they. gave them a Reward. Bauquets, Reveils 
and Flays were the Chief delights of the Kings 
and Princes of Perſia, The Babylonians were 
wholly giv /n up to Wine, Drunkenneſs, and the 
Conſequences of it. TheirWomen when they firſt 
came in to their Feaſts and Bancutts were ap- 
parelled modeſtly enough, but in a liule time 
after they threw off their upper Garments, and 
in tht laſt place, with modeſty be 3t ſpoken, 1m- 
cover'd their Nakednefs ; nor was this only the 
prattiſe of . the Common proſtitutes, but of toner 
Matrons and married Women, who efteem'd ſuch 
promiſcuons dalliance a Great piece of Com: 
Plaiſance and Good breeding ;, with which De- 
bauches, ſays our Author, chat Army which 
Conguer'd Aſia being glutted for 34 days, they 
bad doubtleſs been readred very unfit for what 
they unaerteok aftermards, if they bad not been 

of Reinforced 
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' Reinfore'd by freſh ſupplies of uncorrupted men 
from Macedonia, Ce. Jil. £ 

Our Author gives vs another Inſtance 
of the Idleneſs and Enxury of the Perſe 
an Women, viz, That when, Alexander. the 
Great ' had received Purple avid Macedonian 
Apparel. made by. his own Siſters in a, Preſent 
from home, . be ordered the ſame. to be Preſent: 
ed to Syligambis: the Mather of Darius, with 
this Complement, that if foe likd them bg 
would  furnifh ber with thoſe who ſhou'd teach 
her Grand Daughters to make ſuch, mbich 
preſertly drew Tears from the Peruan Prinz 
ceſs, there being nothing reckon'd more diſbs- 
notrable amongſt the Periiat- Women than to 
Card 4nd Spin, whichl take to be the mean- 
ing of our Author's words to touch Wool. 
How much this differs from Solymm's Cha- 
racer of a good-Hoyuſiwife, and whether the 
handling of Woal had not been more com- 
mendable than ſuch/Diſlolute Revels-as we 
juſt now mentioned, let the World judge, 
But to return to Alexander the Great. ? 

After he had with - great difficulty and 
danger paſt the iraits of S/is, and ta+ 
ken Per/epolis the Royal Reſidence of the 
Kings of Perſia, the Laſcivious Inhabitants 
became Executioners of Divine Juſtice up- 
on themſelves and their Impure City, fox 
putting on their chief Ornaments of which 
their Luxury had made them provide a 


great Number, they threw themſelyes theis - 


Wives andChildren headlong from theWalls 
and Precipices, and ſet fire to their own 
Houſes : But that which 4s particularly re- 

L 4 mark« 
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markable' as to Alexander, is that” ina 
Drunken fit at the perſwaſion of Thais a 
Drunken Whore, ſays Curtius, be oraercd 
the Famons Royal Palace of the Perſian 
Kings to be burnt, which he 'had hitherto ſ«- 
ved; and he himſelf” threw the firſt fircbrand 
into 1t to his perpetual Tonominy and 1 i[gract, 
However, we may plainty fee by this pai- 
ſage that the ſin of the Perſians was le- 
gible in their puniſhment, when this Fa- 
mous Palace that had: been pollured with 
ſuch Herds of Strumpets, as the Perſian 
Kings did vfually Entertain, was burnt to 
Aſhes at the inſtigation' of an Infamous 
StrumTet, ond not lorig after Darius himſelf 
fell by the hands of his Treacherons Subjeas; 
which put'an end to the Peſan Empire.” 

Curtins In his 6th, Book gives ns an-At- 
count how Alexander became hatefull to the 
Graver fort of his Captains and' Generals 
by his degenerating into the Vicesof the 
Perſians, as, Immoderate' Urinking, and 
ſpending his time in Plays, -and amongſt 
Herds- of Strumpets, which occaſioned fre- 
quent: Conſpiracies againſt him, Mutinies 
amongſt his Sovuldiers; and -other Com- 
motions. He became likewiſe guilty 'of 
Sodomy with Bagoas, - Datins's Funuch, af- 
fected the Ferfiay Habit and Cuſtoms ; 
and entertained ' 360. Concubines as Dari- 
us had done hefore him, which occaſion- 
ed the Macedomans to grumble, and fay, 
That he was more like' to thoſe that he 
had Conquer'd than a Conqueror, ſo that 
he was forc'd to prevent their ſecition to 
en- 
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engage them in, a freſh War, after he had 
for thirteen days fatiared his Luſt with 
Thaleſtris Queen of the Amazons at her. own 
delire, While "he was preparing. for his 
Expedition againſt Beſſus, Phylotas and 0- 
thers'of his Great- Officers conſpired a- 
gainſt his Life, but Nicomachx: a Catamite 
having diſcoyered it by means of Dima: 
chus, who was his Companion in that Ug- 
natural Amovr revealed it fo as *twas 
prevented, but it. coſt his Villainous Par- 
amour Dimachs and others their Lives;ſuch 
was. the fatal Conſequence of Dimechus's un- 
nztural Luſt to himſelf and others. 

The next Inſtance which Cures affords 
fit for our purpoſe, is that of Spiramengs, 
who heing- Prince or Governor of | the 
teople called  Dahee, he revolted from .- 
lexarder, and” doting upon his Kkeautifull 
Wife, carried her with him where-ever 
he went, ſhe being weary of that kind. of 
Life,adviſed him to ſubmit himſelf to Alex- 
ander; which he took fo ill, that he upbraid- 
ed her with a luſtfull deſign, thinking that 
her” Beauty would make her acceptable to 
Alexander, and therefore would have kil- 
led her it he had not  heen hindred by 
thoſe about him ; whereupon he forbad 
her to come any more into his preſence, 
and thar he might wean him ſelf trom her, 
he paſs'd his time amongſt his Concubincs ; 
but finding that he could not Conquer his 
paſſion towards her, he ſent for her again, 
and ſhe pretending to have forgot her for- 
mer Injury, watch'd her opportunity when 

he 
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he . was faſt aſleep and cutting off his Head, 
took one Seryant along with her.and carried 
it to Alexander, which proves that her Hus- 
band's *fuſpicion of her-was not  ill-found- 
ed'; but Alexander tho" he ' was glad: to be 
rid of ſuch a troubleſome Epemy as, Spzta- 
ences, did fo much abhor the Barbargus 
and Treacheroyus Woman, that he Coms+ 
munded her to depart the Camp, leſt the 
G7acixn Women ſhould be infected by her 
curſed Example. T hus was Spiramencs and 
be both juſtly puniſhed for, their Unclean- 
neſs. 

Curtizs 1n his 8th. Book gives us another 
Inſtance of Alexander's betng Conquered 
by his Luſts, which was thys.. Cohorranes 
the Governor of a certain Country, ha- 
ving ſubmitted himſelf to Alexander, -he 
did likewiſe entertain him with a Feaſt, 


and for his better diverſion <rdered 39 


Noble Virgins to be brought in, amongſt 
whom was his. own Davghter FRoxane- 4 
Lady of Incomparable Beauty ; with whom 
Alexander (who had abſtain'd from Dar;- 
Ss fair Wife, and two Daughters, all La- 
dies of mnch Greater Bezuty and Qua- 
lity) was ſo much taken, that in the heat 
of his Luſt he Contra ited a Marriage with 
this Comparatively Ignoble Lady, to the 
Great diſguſt of his Friends. 

In the ſame Book he gives vs alively 
Defcription of the Effeminacy and Luxu- 
ry- of the. Indians, who Inhabited about 
the Ganges and Dyardenes, that were ſome 
of the laſt of Alexandi;'s Conqueſts, and 
indeed 
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indeed Ripe for ſuch, Judgments as a Con- 
queſt Generaily DOES upon a Nation, Cur- 
tis Expreſics hiauelf Elegantly cancern- 
ing them, thus, viz. I hat, the  Luxpry of 
their Kings: which they call Magnificence 
exceeds- the Vices; of all other Nations, 
they never come abroad but. their Ser- 
vants carry. Silver Cenfers and Perfume all 
the way that the Priuce is. to 2 Heis 
carried in a Golden Couch hung about with 
Jewels— This Chair. or Couch is folloxed 
by his: Guards,.. who. carry Branches of 
Trees with Singing-Birds and Parrots up- 
on them: ; his Palace is ſupported by. Gild- 
ed..Colaumns, and they adorn'd with Vi 
inlaid with Gold, and the Effigies of wh 
Birds upon them-1a Silver as they do. moſt 
delight in. . When the, King Combs and 
Dreſles his Hair, then he gives Audience 
to Ambaſſadors and does Juſtice to his peo- 
ple, and his Shooes or Sandals bring taken 
off, his: Feet are. Anointed: and Perfum'd 
with (precious .Ointments and Perfumes ; 
his greateſt., Labour is. Hunting, and 
that is to ſhoot Dasts at Birds and Beaſts 
penn'd up ina Park or Cage ; his Concubines 
in the, meantime Singing about him,and mi- 
king vows for his ſucceſs, his ſhort Jour- 
nies he performs on Horſe-Back and the 
longer on Elephants covered over with 
Gold, and along Train of Concubines follow 
him in Golden Couches or Chairs. And 
equal -to this 1s the Luxury of the Queen 
and her Attendants, ſo that we - may rea- 
dily conclude that Alexander - found no 
great 
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great difficulty mn ſubd ing ſach Debanckt 


and Effeminate Nations, who were fall 
Ripe for Divine Vengeance. 

We come now ' to. the. winding , up of 
the Story 'of Alexander the Great, who 
did ſo far degenerate into * the / Manners 
and Vices .of thoſe People he had Con- 
quer?d, that he gave Crowns to *fome and 
took away Lives from' others at the'will 
and pleaſure of his Whores,” and patti- 
cutarly of Bagoas the Funuch, who was 
hrs Catamite, Curtis gIves ns an Inſtance 
of this in his 10th. Book, where'he Re- 
hates how. Orſies a Great Perſs -_ Prince of 
Cyrus off-ſpring, was ' falſely Accnſed 
and Executed, becauſe he defpi that Vit- 
Jainous Eunuch, and ſaid that it was net 
Whores and Catamites 'that he had any 
regard for, but on)y to'the King's Friends, 
and when this- Revengefull Caramite hatl 
got Alexander to Condemn this great Man, 
who had at all times been' very Friend-- 
}y and Bovntifull ro the 'Ring and his 
K etinue, he” could not forhear to .afliſt 
at the Execution himfelf, npon which 0-- 
fanes told him Satyr ically, 'Tl at he lad heard" 
that Women had ſometimes Govern?d Ala, but 
it was. never Govern'd by a Gueldins befere. 
Thns Alexander being Goverind by thoſe 
Vile Perſons, did upon their Accufation. cut 
off his beſt Friends. and became fo hate- 
fall to: his own Greeks: that they talk'd 
divers times of Revolting "and \ at. lalt 
Poyſon'd him in Babylon am:idft his Feaſts - 


and Revels, which was very Remarkable 
that 
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thar' he! ſhould 'bet Poyſon'd there where 


he: had'i ſuffered 'hinfſelf and his Armyto 
be firſt 'Poy ſoned by the Vicious Martners 
of the 'Perfians ;" and thus by 'his'Luxpry 
and: Uncleanueſs | he occaſioned the Divi- 
ſion of that 'vaſt Empire, which' he had 
raisU'; his Great Captains' after his Death 
tmving/cach of them erected 'Monarchies 
for' themſelves 'in- thoſe Places where they 
Govern, ' which 'occafioned the ſpecdier 
ditiolution of -the Griecian Monarchy and 
that it was leſs taken notice of as 'not 
being cemented” together | under ohe head. 
ſo true is it which the: Wiſeman'tells us 
in the” Proverbs,” That many ſtrong men'bave 
becn {lain ani caſt down by ſtrangeWWomen; nay, 
we may add thar Empires and Monarchies 
have 'been over-turned by Uncleannefs. 
The next remarkable inſtance we meet 
with in'Juſtin is that of Diunyſias, junior 
the Tyrant of Sicily,'who was as infamous 
tor Uncleanneſs as for Cruelty, and being 
expelled by the Inhabitants of Syracuſa, 
he was received by thoſe.of Locris, where 
having ſurpriz d the Caſtle he Tyranniz'd 
alſo' over them, -Raviſtd "the Wives of 
the' Great Men, and the young Women 
before | Marriage ;- and would then 'ferd 
them back to ther Sweet-hearts. | The 
Locrenſes' being at that'time in'War wirh 
Leophron, they vow'd 4f they came off Con- 
querers to: proſtitute their Virgins on the 
Feſtival of Yer --, which'ihaving negletted 
to do, Dioayſizs Cireumnvented the Ciri- 
Zens thus, he adviſed them in' order to 
perform 
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perform their Vow;to ſend all their Women 
parel to 'the Tem- 
e out a hundred of 
their handſomeſt "Virgins and ſend them 
| y 'a Month'in .a 
Brothell-Honſe, but beforehand 'to oblige 
all their: Men by Oath not 'to touch one 


with- their Richeſt”. 
of ' Venus, and C 


Richly- adorn'd - to 
of them, and: likewiſe to take ,an-Oath 


that -nohe ſhould be Married *till-alkthoſe 
Virgins were firſt diſpos'd in Marriage. 


The Citizens thinking- this a good  Con- 


trivance both to abſolve themſelves from 
their Oaths and- ro preſerve the Chaſtity 
of their Virgins, did accordingly, Where. 
upon Dionyſins ſent his Soldiers who diſ- 
poiled the Women both of their Honour 
and Ornaments, - which ſo incensd the 
Locrenſes againſt Hhim- that they .likewiſe 
drove 'him out of- their City, and: being 
received -again by the Syracuſens he Ty- 
rannized over them in his nſval Manner, fo 
that they Beſteged him and forcing him to 
lay down 'the+ Government, he liv'd i; 
Exile at Corinth, where he ſpent his time 


in Taverns afhd' Bawdy-Houſes, went in 


a ſordid Hahir, kept the Meaneft and moſt 


Raſcally Company. 'JangPd "with Scoun- 
drels and Bawds, became a laughing ſtock 


to every Body, and would walk about. 


in the Shambles to_ gaze upon the. Mear * 
that he: was not able. to buy, and'was re-.. 
 dnced | fo low that partly to maintain hjni-. 
ſelf, and partly to fatisfy -his "Tyratinical- 


humour, he taught a Trivial School.” and*+ 
{o/ concluded-his' Life as Inglorioufly as he 
led it,” In 
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In his 22d. boak; he. gives us an In- 
ſtance of Agarhocles another. Tyrant of S:-. 
cily, Son. to a Potter, who duritg/his youth 
was.a Catamite, - and as foon':as he was 
of Age/became..a Common:.Stalkon-and a; 
Highwayman, but. being Valiant:and 'Et-: 
quent, he was \advanced to :Greati:Qom: 
mands in the:Army, and having'Commit-. 
ted Adultery. ' with : Damaſco the Generals 
Lady, be ſucceeded : in his: Poſt ;after his, 
death, and twice attempted the | Soveraign+ 
ty of the Iflahd, which atlaſt he obtained, 
yet. tho' he .was proſperousfor along time. 
and rendered hiumfelt Famous by qus Vis 
Aories over - the Carrhaginians,: Judgment 
purſued. him -at la, that he wasdorc'd to. 
flee from Africk;, where his two Sons. 
were put to death by the: fury :of his E- 
nemies, and being himſelf taken; with. a 
]rievous Diſeaſe, his $5n' and Grandſon 
madeWar upon:;oneanother for the Crown, 
wherein. the latter ſucceeded, fo that 4- 
gathoces 'was forc'd on his Death:Bed 'to 
ſend his: Wife and two young Children 
to Egypt, teſt they ſhould be: cut-off 'by 
his Grandſon, and in this Afflited and 
Difconſolate Conditioathe ended his days 5; 
ſo truce has it always -been_ found that; 
W horemongers and Adulterers:: God wilt 


Judge. 


{a his. 24th. Book, he gives us the'Hi- - 


ſtory of the Inceſtuous Amour of  Prole:ny 


Ceraurns Ring of Macedonia, withihis Siſter, 


and the fatal Conſequence. of iti to.them 
noth, Prolemy ſhaving a. mind .to Uſurp:the 
King- 
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Kingdom: from her two Sons, and to pdſ- 
#fs himſelf .of her fine. City:of .Cafſandria 
pretended: Love to+her,. and: that he had 
no "other deſign in defiring' her-to Wife 
but to'make-her a Queen, and. thatiher 
Children: ſhould ſucceed | him, and becauſe 
ſhe her: felf}and her' Son Prolemy ſuſpected 
him; he Awore to the Sincerity of his [a- 
tentions / upon the :Altar' in Jupiter's Tem- 
ple, whereupon that Inceſtuons Marriage 
was contracted, ' and his - Siſter, now his 
Wife: Arſiaoe 'being/ overjoy'd at her new 
Title of Queen, invited the: King her Hus- 
band to her City of .Caſſandria, where all 
things were:prepar'd- to receive him with 
the utmoſt -Magnificenge, and ſhe order'd 
her Sons to: meet him with 'Crawns on 
their Heads. ' He Received and Embrac'd 
them. with. much ſeeming Aﬀetion, bur 
as ſoon: as he: came to the Gate-of the 
City, he ordered them both to. be kill'd, and 
the. Caſtle to be ſeiz?d, their Mother en- 
deavouring 1n yain to cover them in her 
Arms and preſerve them. ; After this Tra- 
yedy as a Jnaſt puniſhment for her. con+ 
ſenting to ſuch an . Inceſtuoys Marriage , 
ſhe -went in Exile to Samothracia, and Pto» 
lemy' in a little time after fell by the Sword 
of the Gawls, who-cut off his Head and 
fix'd it vpon a Lance. 

In his 26th.” Book, we. have. the Story 
of Ariſtotimws, Tyrant of "Epirus, who ha- 
ying kill and , bani{h'd many of the No- 
bility.. 'Theerolians, who entertained the 


Exiles, ſent 'Ambaſſadors to demand. the 
Wiyes 


Wives and Children of the baniſhed, which 
Ariſtotimus pretended to grant, and as the 
© Matrons had aſſembled together to go to 
their. Hysbands, he ſent and ſpoiled them 
of their Apparrel, threw them in Priſon 
killd the In-ants inthe Arms of their Mo- 
thers, -and Raviſhd the Virgins, which {6 
incens'd the people- againſt him, that un- 
der the Condutt of Helematus an old man, 
on Conſpir'd againſt him and cut him 
0 


In the Cloſe of that Book, he gives us an 
Account of the Inceſt of Demetrius King 
of Macedonia, with his Mother-in-Law Ar- 
ſimoe, Queen of Cyrene, who had ſent for 
him on -purpoſe to Marry her Davghter 
and enjoy that.Crown, but heing her ſelf 
taken with his. Beauty, ſhe entertained an 
Inceſtuous- Commerce with him, whichdid 
\ fo much provoke her Daughter, and the 
people, that by her Daughters order he 
was flain in her Mothers Bed, the [nceſtu- 
ous and- Impudent Woman endeavouring 
to preſerve. him by covering him with her 
own Body. 

In the 28th. Book he likewiſe giv& an 
Account.of a War betwixt Antiochus King 
of Syria and Demetrius Ring of Macedonia, 
becauſe 'the latter Married Pyrhjia Daugh- 
ter to the Queen of Epiras, whilſt his 
Wife who was Siſter to. Anriochus was yet 
alive, ſo fatal hath the Adultery of Prin- 
ces a} vays been to Kings and Kingdoms. 


VL | In 


An Clay towatds 

In his 30th Book, we have the Inſtance of 
Ptolemy King of Egypt, who having mur- 
dered his own Wite Eurydice, that was al- 
io his Siſter, he became ſo enamour'd on 


Agathocla the Strumpet, that he minded 


nothing but Revelling and Dancing z and 
thus fays Juſtin, the King became not only 
a Spetator, but. a Maſter of Villany, and 
committing Sodomy alſo- with Agathocles a 


.bhandſome fellow ,' and - Brother . to the 
Strumpet above-mentioned, they and their 


Mother Evanthe govern'd the King and 
Kingdom, and difpoſed of all- offices. In 
the mean-time. Prolemy died, which thoſe 
vile Women concealed a long time, and fo 
ſhar'd the Royal Treaſure, and -Govern- 
ment with Villains : But the matter com- 
ing at laſt to be known, the multitude aſ- 
ſeinbled, cut off Agarhocles, and hang'd 
his Mother and Siſter, ſuch was the Tragi- 
cal Exit they brought upon themſelves by 
their uncleannelſs. | 

In his 37th. Book we have the inſtance 
of Mubridates the great King of Porrs, 
who married his own Siſter Zaodcce , 
in which match he was Juſfly unhappy, 
for during his long abſence a viewing the 
chief places of Aſia, ſhe had admitted ftran- 
gers to his B:d, -and tho* ſhe feipned a 
mighty Joy at his return, yet ſhe-endea- 
youred to poyſon him, in order to cover 
her... UſnchaRity, whereof Arhridates being 
zdvertiſed by a Maid, he puniſh'd his Wife 
by . death for her Treachery, and tho? he 
himſelf became Great and Glorious after- 


wards 7: 
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wards by his V &ories: over the 4/7 ratichs, 


and his Wars with the Romans ; yet Di- 
vine Juſtice purſued | him, ſo that he kil- 
led himſelf in his old Age, when he heard 
that his Son, by that Unnatural Marriage 
had uſurp'd the Kingdom. 

In his 38th. Book we have the horrid 
inſtance of Ptolemy Phyſcon, who after the 
death of rknarr Ge: of Egypt, Married 
his Widow; Cleopatra, who was his own 
Siſter, kilYd her Son by her firſt Husband 
the very. day of his Marriage, and afrer- 
wards Divorc'd her ſelf '-and Raviſh'd her 
Davghter, . whom he afterwards Married : 
This made him ſo hatefull to the people 
that. they deferred the City where he 
dwelt, ſo that finding himſelf a King 
without Subje&s, he was forc'd to invite 
ſtrangers to reſide there. —-And at laſt 
became ſo odious that he fled with the 
Son that he had begor on his Siſter, ta- 
king her Daughter "along with him, and 
with a Mercenary Army made War up- 
on his Siſter and his Conarry, and ſent 


for his eldeſt Son and killed him to pre- 


vent the peoples chafing him in his ſtead, 
The Subjects were ſo much enraged with 
theſe proceedings, that they threw down 
his Statues and Pictures every where, which 
he conceiving to be done by his Siſter's 


advice, he cut the S5n that he had by_ 


her in pieces, pat "tnem up ina Box, and 


ſent them to his Mother, on his Birth- day . 


—Thas were-they mutually plagued and 
puniſhed for their Inceſt, and a deftru- 
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five War - was kindled betwitt them ; 
which took its firſt riſe froa! their en- 


flamed Luſts, and proved fatal to their 


Sabjets as well as to themſelves. Prole- 


. my Phyſcon, or (the Debauch'd, dying a lit- 


tle time atter, and having been ſorne time 
before reconciled to his Wife and Siſter 
Cleopatra, he left her the Kingdom of E- 
oypr, ſhe being compelled by the people 
to ctuſe her eldelt Son to Govera that 
Kingdom, before 'ſhe would reſign the 
{:me, ſhe compelled him to Divorce his 
Beloved Wite and Siſter Cleopatra, and ſhe 
being afterwards married to Cyricen in 
Syriz, thoſe Inceſtuous matches were pu- 


niſhed by a mutual War betwixt the Bre- - 


thren Gryphus and Cyricenus, and the lat- 
ter being' overcome, Gryphiza Wife to 
Gryphau;, would not be content till his Si- 
ſter and Wite Cleopatra, whom his Mo- 
ther had made him- tro Divorce was mnr- 
dered ; and Cyricenus, obtaining a Vido- 


. Ty over Gryphus 11 his I urn, put Gry- 


p-ina to deathin Revenge. . Cleyparra the 
Mother being: weary of her Son Prolemy's 
Reigning- with her: jointly in Egypr, ſhe 
ſtir'd vp the people againſt him, tovk his 
Wite Selexce from him, after ſhe had born 


him two Sons, ſent him into Exile, calld 


his younger Brother Alexander to Reign 
in his ſtead, but he being afraid of her 
craelty, abandonr'd her ; then the Wicked 
Woman being afraid that her eldcft Son 


would make War upon her. to recover 


the Kingdom, ſhe ſeat great aſfiitance to 
Gryphus, 
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Grape, and likewiſe gave him Selence to 

ife - Having at the ſame time. re- 
call'd her Son Alexander, he underſtood 
that ſhe laid ſnares for his Life, and there- 
fore ſeiz'd and cut her off, and he. him- 
ſelf was baniſht by the people for this par- 
ricide. ' - Thus were their razing Luſts 
puniihed by a mutual War and Raging 
cruelty againſt one another And as 
1i Heaven would have Syriaand Egyzr to 
read their fin in' their puniſhment, they 
were invaded and plagued by Hherotimzus 
King of Arabia and his Six ' hundred Son<, 
whom he' had bez t on Concuhines, and 
who attack'd the Syrians. and Egyptians 
with ſeparate Armies and parties. 

We come next to the Roman Hiltory, 
where in the very threſhold we are pre- 
ſented with'an Account, that that Cit 
and Monarchy was founded by Whore- 
dom. The ſtory of Remus and Romulm: be- 
ing born of a Veſtal Virgin,. for whom 
it was not Lawfull to Marry, -and that 
they were the Founders of that City, de- 
monſtrates the truth of Rome's being De- 
riv'd from a ſpurious Original, and the 
City. being- once Founded, Romulzs made 
it a SanfAtuary for Vagabonds and a diſ- 
orderly Rab'le, who were ſo much con- 
temned by the:r Neighbours, that they 
ſcorn'd to give them their Daughters in 
Marriage, -which occaſion'd thetr Raviſh- 
ing - the Sabine Virgins, and that brought 
forth a War, - which endangered the o- 


. verthrow of this new Government in its 
8 In« 
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Infancy, as KEzvy gives an Account at large 
in his firſt Book Dec. 1. fo fatal harh Whor- 
dom and Uncleanneſs always proved to 
Societies. 

Livy in that ſame Book and Decad gives 
us an Acccount that Kingly Government 
was overturned at Rome becauſe of a 
Rape, inthe manner fallowing : The Kings 
Sons and Kinſmen did often ſpend their 
time in Feaſting and Treating one ano- 
ther, and in their Cops at ſupper there 
happened a Diſcourſe, . concerning their 
Wives, upon which, each man launched 
out in the praiſes of his own, and thence 
a Quarrel ariſing, Col/atinws ſaid, it was in 
vain totalk, ſince it might eaſily and ſpee- 
dily be known how much his Wife Lu- 
cretia excelled' the reſt, adding (for they 
were then in the Camp before Ardea) 
Let us mount ovr Horfes and go ſee with 
our own Eyes what kind of Women our 
Wives are, and that ſhall be the Teſt, 
which occurs to each man upon this un- 
expected Viſit ; ſo that Galloping to Rome, 
they went thence to Collatia, where they 
found Lucretis not imployed like the reſt 
of the Kings-Davghters-in-Law, viz. ſpen- 
ding -their time in Banquetting and Luxu- 
ry, but ſitting amongſt her Maids a Spm. 
ning; Wherenupon it was agreed that her 
Husband Colatinus came off Ccnquerer in 
that diſpute, and he being pleagd with it, 
did Courteouſly- invite the Royal Youths 
to Supper, at ,which time Sextus 'T arqui- 
»izs was ſeiz'd with a Luſifnll paſſion for 
Lu- 
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Licteia, a Lady of extraordinary Beauty 
and Chaſtity, but for. that night they re» 
turned again to the Camp. 

Same days after Sextus Targquinis, in 
order . to. accompliſh his. Luſtfull detign, 


went privily from. the Camp to Collaria, 


attended only with one Companion, where 
he was kindly Entertained by Collatinus's 
Family who knew nothing of his Villain- 
ous intent, and Conducted to his Cham- 
ber after Supper, but being enflamed with 
Luſt, when he thought every body" was 
aſleep, he came with his Sworddrawn to 
Lucretia's Bed-lide, and laying his left hand 
upon her Preaſt, told her who he was, 
and threatned her with preſent death if 
ſhe ſpoke one word, "The poor Lady be- 
ing ſurpriz'd and afrighted, he began-to 
mix intreaties with his threats and to ex- 
preſs himſelf in ſuca Terms, as his. paſſion 
ſuggeſted, but finding that neither his ſoft 
expreſſions, nor Barbarous threats could 
prevail with her, he told her that he 
would ſtab a Slave, lay him naked by her 
when ſhe was dead, and raiſe a report, 
that they were killed in the very A& of 
Adultery, by this means Tarqui»izz Over- 
came her, and having ſatisfied his Lait, 
went to Rome ; Lucretia being thus-dif- 
honoured, ſent immediately for her Has- 
band and Father, deſiring them to come 
to her ſpeedily, with each of them a trn- 
ſty Friend, for a Grievous Accident had 
befallen her ; and coming accordingly,they 
found her very Penſive, her , Husband ha- 
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ving askt her the Cauſe, ani whether ſhe 
was. not well : She burſt our into Tears, 
and anſwered, No, how can a Woman be 
' well that has loſt "her Chaſtity, there are 
yet the ſigns of another Man, 'Collarinue, 
in-thy Bed ; but my Body only i is violated 
and my mind Guiltleſs, of which my death 
ſhall be a Witneſs, bur. vive me your hands 
and promiſes that the Advlrerer ſhall not 
eſcape unpuniſhed. Sextus Targrinins is the 
Man who, like an Enemy rather thav a 
Gueſt, can.e Armed to my Bed laſt night, 
and thence forced pleaſures, which if you 
are Men, will prove fatal to him as well 
as to me. They endeavoured to comfort 
her,telling her that where there was no con- 
ſent there could be no fault. Upon which, 
ſhe anſwered : Do ycu conſider what he 
deſerves, tho* I abſfolve my ſelf from the 

- Crime, | will nor be free from the puniſh- 
ment: Nor ſhall any Unchaſte Woman live, 
to ſay Lucretia was her Example, 'and with 
that, ſhe ſtab d her ſelf to the heart with a 
Knife which ſhe had hid under her arment; 
upon which, her Father and Husband ſer 
vp a lond cry. 

Whilſt they were overwhelm'd with 
Grief, Bratus, who came along with them, 
polling the Knife out of her Wound, ſaid, 
I ſwear, by this Blood, which was ſo Chaſte, 
before the King Stain'd It, and I take the 
Gods to Witneſs it, that 1' will cut off 
Sextus T arquinimns Superbus his wicked Wife 
and Children, with Sword, Fire, .or a- 
ny other violent means , I can, nor will T 


ſuffer 
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ſuffer them, or any other. from this time 

forward, to be King of Rome. The affii- 

ted Father and Husband. joined with him 

in this Oath, and. carrying Lucretia's Bo- 

dy into the Market-Place, - ſtir'd up. the 

people, and marching in Arms to Rome, 

did the like there, and inveighing againſt 

the Luſt and Violence of Sexes Tarqui- 

nixs, he zlſo provoked the Army to join 

with him againſt the King, who had the 

Gates of Rome ſhut againſt him, was Pro- 

claimed an Exile, and he and his Chil» 

drenexpelld theGovernmentand the Coun- 

try. The Adulterer Sextus Tarr uininc,was 

murdered by the Gabii -— The King's Fa- 

mily was Plundered, and Kingly Govern- 

ment Aboliſhed after it had continued 244 

years. And thus the Government was 0- 

yer-turned by the Luſtfulneſs of a- Prince, 
who thereby brought ruin and: diſgrace 
upon his Family, a fatal Exit upon him- 
ſelf, and entail'd a War upon his Coun- 
try, who join d in the Oath with Brurws to 
fuſter none of the Tarquns to Reign at 
K ome. 

The next pai'age we find for our purpoſe, 
is that in Livy Decad. 1, Lib. 3. concer- 
ning the: Luſtfull deſign of Appics Clandi- 
5 one of the Decemvirs upon the Daugh- 
ter of Yirginix, a Beautifull Virgin, whom 
he endeavour'd to win with Money and 
fair Promiſes, but finding her Chaſtity 
inviolable he: ſuborn'd a Client of his , 
to Challenge her for his ſlave, and ad- 
judg'd her to be ſuch in order to have 
brought 
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brought her into his own Luſtfull Em-+ 
braces. All the intreaties and Arguments 
of her Father YÞginias and her Lover Jci- 
liz: joird with the Complaints and Mur- 
murs of the People, could not influence 
Appins to abandon his Luftfull Deſign, fo 
that YVirginius finding he had no Force to 
ſtand. by him, ſafficient. to grapple with 
the Decemvirs, he ſnatcht a Knife from a 
Butcher's Stall, and cried out thus, Daus h- 
rer, ſeeing 1 can do it no other way, dg I vindi- 
cate thy Liberty, and immediately ſtabb'd 
her, after which Iooking back to the Tri- 
bunal , he faid, to the Luſtful Tyrant, 
Appins, with this Blood I deſtine thee to death. 
The Decemvirs order'd him to be laid ho1d 
on, but making way thro the Crowd with 
his Sword, he went ſtraight to the Camp, 
whither a great numher of Citizens follow- 
ed him while inthe mean time her Lover /- 
cilixs and Numitorins took up Virginia's Corps, 
bewailing the Injrſtice of Appius, the un+. 
happy Beauty of the young Woman, and 
the neceſſity of her Father's doing what he 
did ; and the Matronsat the ſame time cried 
ont, was that the Conſequence of bringing 
forth Children; was that the reward of 
Chaltity ; and other expoſtulations of the 
like nature. F7rginius being arrived in the 
Camp, a!l over beſprinkled with his Dangi- 
ters blood, and the fatal Inſtrument of hex 
Death-11 his hand, the whole Army was a- 
mazed, eſpecially ſeeing him followed by 
ſo miny Roman Citizens in their Gowns, 
ad having commanded Silence, they askt 
him 
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- him what was the matter, to which aſ- 
ſoon as Grief would permit him, he held 
up his hands and begg'd of his fellow Soldiers, 
that they would not 1mpute that to him which 
was Appius Claudius's Crime, nor hate bim 
as a murderer of his own Children ;, that" his 
Daughter was more dear to him then bis Life, 
if ſhe could have lived to enjoy ber Liberty and 


preſerve her Chaſtity : But when he ſaw her © 


dragged like a Stave to be made a Whore on, he 
thought it better for him to loſe his Child by Death 
than Diſgrace that he through his Mercy to 
her was fallen into. a ſhew of Cruelty, nor would 
he have ſurvived his Daughter, unleſs he had 
been in hopes, by the belp of bis fellow Soldiers 
ro revenge her Death. They alſo he knew had 
Daughters and Wives, nor was the Luft of 
Appius Claudius extinguiſhed by his Daugh- 
ters Death.;, but that the more be eſcaped pu- 
niſhment, the more extravagant, he would be. 
That by angther Mans Calamitv, they were 
taught to provide againſt the like injury. As 
for his part, bis Wife was Dead, his Daugh- 
ter, becauſe ſhe could live no longer in Chaſtuy, 
died a miſerable but an honeſt death. Where- 
fore Appius's Luſt had now no temptation in 
his Houſe That he would vindicate his own 
body from any other violence which he could of - 


fer with the ſame courage that he did that of 


his Daughter. Let other men look to them- 
ſelves and their Children. As Virginins ſpoke 


thus, the multitude anſwered with ſhonts, ' 


That they would neither be wanting to revenge 
his Grief, nor to vindicate their own | iberty. 


Upon which being encouraged by the Citi- 
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Zens that accompanied Yirginuer,: they mar- 
ched in Arms to-the Ciry,. {at down upon 
the Aventine, exhorted the people to re- 
trieve their Liberty, and to make hew 
Tribunes of the people. Jeilins, Virginia's 
Sweet-heart had the ſame influence upon the 


Army that was 1n the Sabjmes Country, ſo. 


that they came and . joyned thoſe on the 
Aventine, and at lalt overturn d the Go- 
vernment of. the Decemviri, whom they 
threatned to burn alive, and Appius Clau- 
dius. the Luſtful Tyrant, being degraded, 
kilFd himſelf before the day of his Tr:al, 
and his Collegue Coppizs 4id the like ; ſach 
was the Iſſue of h:s unclean delign upon the 
Goverument and himſelf. This is the ſecond 
time that Whoredom overturned the form 
of the Roman Government, 

Livy in the 8th Book of his fi-jt Decal 
gives us a Remarkable Inſtan.e of the pu- 
nichment of Mijzutiaa Veſtal Virgin, for 


breaking herVow of Chaſhty, by c:mmiting , 


Inceſt : She became firſt ſuſpeQed of wanton- 
neſs becauſe of her Garb and Drefs; which 
was thovgkt too fine and curious t.r one of 
her profeſiton ; and at laſt ſhe wis poſttive- 
ly accuſed befure the High-prieſts, by one 
of her Bondmen, that turn d informer a- 
2ainſt her, whereupon ſhe was firſt enjoyn- 
ed ro abſtain from her. O-e, arid then 
being brought to her Trial, was after 
Convittion ſentencd to be bury'd alive, 
which was executed accordingly at the Gate 
Colliza, on the pav'd Cauſeway, which for 
her Crime was called Camp::s Suilerarus. By 
this 
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this and the Inſtance immediately preceed- 
ing, we may. ſofficiently ſee how hateful 
Whoredom was , amongit the Romans at 
that time, when a Father chus'd: rather to ' 
murder his only. Child, than to have her 
made a Whore; and that. they conceiv'd 
the breach of a Vow of Chaſtity. could . not 
beexpiated any otherwiſe than by burying 
the Criminal alive, 


In the 28:h Chapter of that ſame Book, he 


ves us a Relation of the Ignvminy and 
ime that. L. Papirizs.an | Uſarer brought 
upon. himſelf by his unnatural Luſt, and of 
the benefit which accrewed to the people 
by a Villanous Outrage thzt he commitred 
upon the Body ct ,C. Patlins, a Comely 
Youth, the occaſion of. which was thus. 
There was a barbarous Cuſtom then in uſe 
amonglt the Romans, called Nexus, being a 
kind of obligation whereby perſons. that 
ow'd Money were bound to their Creditors, 
to be their Slaves, and to work wholly for 
them till their Debts were paid. By vir- 
tue of which Cuſtom C. Pubbus was. forc'd 
ro_ bind kimſelf for a De';t of his,"Fathers 
to Papirins : Who being a Iuſtful Wretch, 
endeavon:ed firſt to debanch the Youth; by 
filthy Speeches and flatteries, but finding 
him proof againſt thoſe tentations, he en- 
deavoured to territe him with threats, and 
ever and ancn put him in mind of his 
Fortune, viz. thzt he was a Slave, | but the 
Honeſt Yruth not being to be prevailed 
vpon this way neither, the Savage Uſurer 
converting his Luſt into: Rage, caus'd the 


poor 
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poor youth to be ſtrip'd naked and cruelly 
whip'd, by which his body was deſperately 
torn and mangled, the oppreſſed youth be- 
ing not able to endure/that Dilgrace ahd 
Torment, ran outinto the Street in that 
condition, and cried out upon the Uſurer for 
his Cruelty and Luſt. "This occafioned a 
Great Concourſe of people , who being 
mov*d with Compation towards the young- 
man, and with abhorrence at the Indignity 
of the thing, as that which might perhaps 
befall theinſelves or their Children, they 
crowded” into the Forum, and from thence 
went in a full Body to the Council Chamber, 
which obliged the Conſuls to call a Senate ; 
and as the Fathers. entred the Houſe, the 
people falling ar their feet ſhewed them the 
young mans - mangled and Bloody Back; 
whereupon a Law was palled that from 
thence- forward the Eſtate: and Goods and 
not, the Body of any Debtor ſhould be 
Chargeable for Debts, Thus was Papirizs 
jaſtly puniſhed for his Luſt and Savage 
Cruelty, in loſiag his Money, being depri- 
ved of 'the ObjeRt of his Luſt, and brand. 
ed with perpetual Infamy. 
That ſame Author, Decad 3. lib. 2. Chap. 
7, te!ls ns that Opimia and Floronia two 
Veſtal Nans being convicted of Whoredom 
were buricd alive, and Lucius Cantilins Se- 
cretary to the Pontifts, that committed In- 
ceit with Flo-0nia was whipt to death by the 
Arch-Pontiff in the Comtman- hall. - That 
this villany of the Nuns was Iookt upon as 
a-Publick and  Ominous Ciſaſter, where-« 
vPpon 


upon they ſent to the Oracle of Detphos-to 
enquire how it might be expiated and had 
this Anſwer returned, that they maſt 

two Coupks alive in the Beaſt Market, 
viz. a French-man and a French-woman 
and a Greekman and a Greekwoman, which 
was accordingly performed. 

In the third Book of that. :Decad, we 
have an account that AHannibal's Army 
which had not- long before obtained a Glo- 
r10us Victory over the Romans at Canne, 
became ſo debaucht by wintering in C 
a Laſcivivvs City, that they ſpent their 
time in Sleep, Drunkenneſs, delicate Fare, 
Stews, Hot- houſes, &c,. which ſo weakned 
their Bodies and debauched their Minds , 
that his wintering at Capxa was reckoned nou 
leſs an overſight.in Hanmibal, than was his 
not marching ſtraightway to: Rome upon a 
defeat which he gave the Romans at Canne, 
for when he marched 'out of Capra his Ar- 
my was - entangled with Harlots, and his 
Men were rendred ſo effeminate with their 
Luxury that they could not endure fatigues 
as formerly, but fled from their Colours 
in great. numbers, and from that very time 
the decay of the Carthaginian Glory and Re- 
putation,- and the fall of their Government 
may take its date, f1ch have always been 
the "fatal conſequences of Luxury or Un- 
cleanneſs to People and Nations. 

It may yot be improper here to take ' 
notice ' of thefatal diſaſter of that Luxu- 
rious City of Capre, which being taken 
by Q. Fulviz and Appice Clandius,, the 
Chief 
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Chief men of the City haſtened 'thelr own 
deaths by Poyſen, and the Senators were 
put to death by Q. Fulvixc,tho the Senate of 
Rome had granted them pardon: for their 
Lives, and then Capua was reduced to a 
Village, tho the Buildings were ſpared, hut 
they were not allowed the privileges of a 
Corporation ; nor the 'benefit of Mapi- 
ſtrates. | | 
In the 3d. Decad, Lib. 9. Chap. 17, We 
have an account of the brutiſh Luſt of Pls. 
minins the Roman Lieutenant at Locrs, a- 
gainſt whom the Locrians ſent Ambaſſadors 
ro the Senate at Roxze, where tiiey charged 
him and his Officers with Raviſhing their 
Matrons, Virgins and Ingenuous Youths, 
That there was not one Houſe nor one Per- 
fon in Locri , but what had been injured 
and that all parts of their City ſounded 
with Cries of Women and Children that 
were raviſhed, which the Senate reſented 
ſo much, that Pleminizs and above thirty 
of his Aſſociates were ſent in Chains to 
Rome, where Pleminius made his Exit in a 
Dungeon, a juſt and ſuitable puniſhment 
for one that had beea guilty of ſo many 

works of Darknels, 

' Our next Inſtance is that of Sophoni/ba, 
Decad 3. Book 10 Chap. 15. She was daugh- 
ter to Aſdrunbal the Famous Carthapinian 
General, and Married to Syphax King of 
Numidia, who being routed by ' Maſſinifſa 
King of Maſſilia, and an Allie of the” Rz- 
mans, whom he had diſpotled of his King - 


dom, Maſſiniſſa was ſo enchanted with Love 
t9 
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to Sophonisha, that he married her within 
a few hours of his having, taken her Cap- 
tive, ſuch was bis impetuous Luſt and het 

ccurſed Inconſtancy, for when he came 
into. the PalJace where ſhe was, her ad- 
reſs to him ſavoured more of a Courteſan 
than cither of a Conſtant Wife or a Gene- 
rous Qneen, ſo. that ſhe ſeem'd. rather to 
Court him than avoid his Embraces, for 
which Divire Juſtice ſoon found her out. 
Her Husband Syphax being taken and car- 
ried: before Scipio, who asked him, why 
he made War upon the Romans, anſwered, 
That his Palace was ſet on fire by Nu- 
ptial Torches, when he married Sophonicha, 
who never reſted till ſhe had armed his 
Hands againſt himſelf, as well as his Gueſt 
and good Friend; yet, That amidſt all his 
Miſeries he had this Comfort ftill, that he 
{aw the ſame Peſt and Fury was. got into 


the Houſe and Family of his greateſt Ene- 
my, and Br” was not more pru- 


dent or c Syphax.. . This obli- 
ec Scipjo to. rebuke and expoſtulate with 
aſſniſſa privately, thus : Maſſiniſſa, 7 be> 


lieve that you ſaw ſome good things 1n me, not 
only when you came fir ft into Spain to comratt 
Frjendſbip with me, but afterwards alſo, when [ 
came into Africa,. you commuted both your [elf 
and all your Hopes to my protettion : But there 
is no Virene, for which 7 ſeem to be 4 fit Obje# 
of your Aﬀettions, wherem 1 glory ſo much as 
in the government - and maſtery I have over m) 

Lults ; and this { would have you alſo, Maſt 
miſſa, 2dd ro your orber extraordinary Qualifi- 
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_ ied; and that ſhe theref 


Fuch vaſt Courage as ſhe appears to have 
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cations, for there 'u not, believe me, ſo much 


Danger to be fear'd, in ow Age, from armed 


Foes, as from Pleaſures that ſurrounds us on 


every fide, After a great deal more to this 
purpoſe, he concluded thus'; Sabdue your 
paſſion, and have 4 care you do not deform man 

Virtues with one Vice, &&c. 'Maſſiniſſa was ſo 
much ſtruck: with this Mercurial Speech, 
that after a ſharp Conflict with his Paſſion 
and impetuovs Amour, he ſent-a truſty 
Servant with a Cup of Poyſon to Sophonisba, 
and to tell her,” That Maſſiniſa would wil- 
lingly have perform'd his firſt Promiſe to 
her, as an. Husband ought'to his Wife, but 
ſince they that were able to do'it had taken 
that Power. out of his Hands, he 'was reſol- 
ved to make good his ſecond Promiſe, That 
The ſhonld not be, whillt alive, in the Hands 
of any Romay, as being mindful of her Fa- 
ther, who was a General,” her Country, and 
the two Kings to whom ſhe chad -been'mar- 
| Id conſult 
her own Good. To which SoWw7sba, with 
a.Conſtancy much more coninfendable than 
The was endow'd with when Maſiniſſa ac- 
coſted her with his Amours, anſwer'd, [.ac- 
cept this Nuptial Preſent 5, nor is it unwelcome 
0 me, if; my Husband could do no more for me; 
1et tet him this from me, That I ſhould have 
dy d much better, if I had not been married at 
my Funeral : And fo drank it off, without 
any more ado. Thus, was ſhe: puniſh'd for 
her L.ifloyalty to her Husband Syphax ; for 
it had been an cafie matter for a Woman of 


been 


- 
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been, to have deliver'd her ſelf,by_ Death 
from Mgſſinifſa's Embraces, as . well before 
as after ſhe had polluted her ſelf with ſuch 
an Unlawfol Marriage. A uv 

The next thing ſuitable to our Subject, 


which occurs to us 1n this Hiſtorian, is the 


Controverſie which happen'd among the 
Romans, about abrogating the. Oppian Law 
for reſtraining the Luxury of Womens Ap- 
parel. . Afarcxs Portius Cato was for conti- 
nuing.the Law, and in his grave Oration 


on that Head had theſe remarkable Sayings 


concerning It, wiz, That if every one of the 
Romans had reſold to maintain the majeſty 
and prerogative of an Huchand over his own 
Wife; "we ſhould not have had all this Tronble 
with che Women in general 5, but now out Li- 
berty being reſtraiv'd at home, by the Tyrangy 
of our .own Women, 'tic intrench d and. trampl'd 
upon here in the Forum. Our Anceſtors 
would not ſaffer Women to do any private 
Buſineſs; without the Advice of a Man, but 
to be at. the diſpoſal of their Parents, Bre- 
thren,. .or  Husband ; but We, forſooth, 
now-adays, let them manage even the Com- 
monwealth-it ſelf, You have often heard me 
complain not only of the Prodigality of 


Women, but-of Men:too, and thoſe as well | 


Magiſtrates as private Perſons ; and, that 
the City labours under rwo different Vices 
of Avarice and Luxury, which have been the 
Bane of all great Empires. But, ſays a 
great Lady,. 1 cannot endure this levelling 
and equality ;, why ſhould not I appear all glit> 
tcring with Gold, and cloathed in Purple? © by 
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ſhould the Poverty of 9thers lie hid under thi 


Umbrage of this Law, ſo as what they cannot 
have, they, if #t were lawful, ſhould ſeem able 
ro buy? Will you Romans give your Wives 0c- 
caſion to contend in this manner, that the Rich 
Women ſlial! deſire to have what no Woman elſe 
can purchaſe, yo the podrer ſort, leſt for this 
very Reaſon” they ſhould be comtemn'd, to ſtretch 
beyond their ' Abilities ? She that can, out of her 
own Stock, will purchaſe the thing 'fhe lacks ; 
and ſhe that cannot, will ack her Huchand 5 and 
woe be to that man "who ciche# does or dots mot 
grant their Requeſts, when he shall ſee that which 
be bimſclf would not give her, givenhber by ano- 
ther man Andabundance moreto this pur- 
poſe ; which 1s the Opinion that the Wiſeſt 
of the Romans had of Temperance, and the 


 Abhorrence they had of Luxury, as being 


always the Forerunner of-the Ruine of any 
State or People. 

In'the 8th. Book, cap. 24, Decade 11, he 
gives us an Account of a memorable Jude: 
ment ppon a Koman Centurion, for violating 
the Chaſtity of a petty Grecian Queen, who 
Was committed to his Cuſtody among other 
Captives. The Centurion being taken with 
her Beadty, did firſt found her Inclinations, 
but finding her averſe to Voluntary Adul- 
tery, he offer'd Violence to her Body, which 
Fortune had made a Slave; after which, he 
put her in Hopes of returning into her own 
Country, but at the ſame time bargain'd 
with her for ſo much Gold; and leſt any 
of his own People ſhould know it, he per- 
mitted her to ſend one of the other Cap- 
tives, 
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tives, whom ſhe pleas'd, to bring the Mo- 
ney, and two of herFriends, toreceive her 
at the-ſide of a River, whither he went the 
next Night, with his Captive, to meet 
them. As ſoon as they had ſhew%d him the 
Gold, the Lady commanded her Friends to 
draw their Swords, and kill the Centurion ; 
which being done, ſhe order'd them to cut 
off his Head, and. wrapping it up in her 
Gown, carried It to her Husband Orrjagor, 
whom before ſhe embraced,” ſhe threw-the 
Centurion's Head*at his. Feet, acquainting 
him what Injury ſhe had receiv*d, "and how 
ſhe had reveng'd it; and ſpent the remaining 
part of her Life without any Stain upon her 
Conjugal Chaſtity. 

The next thrng belonging to our Subje&t 
which cccurrs in this Hiſtorian, is, his Ac- 
count of the Bacchanalian Rites, 'Decad: 4, 
Lib. 9, Cap. 8, &c. as follows, viz." 

There came a petty Prieſt, or Prophet, 


of thoſe Times, out of Greece into: Erruria, 


now Tuſcany, who was the chief Manager of 
certain Rites call'd Jnitia, to which Religi- 
ous Performance there were added the 
Pleaſures of Feaſting and Wine; and/when 
Wine and the Night, the Men and Women 
being mixt, together, had extingniſh'd all 
Senſe of Shame, firſt there 'were Debanche- 
ries of all ſorts committed, ingenuous Men 
and Women lay promiſcuouſly with : one- 
another,. and falſe Witneſſes, 'falſe Tokens 
and Judgments, came ont of that ſame Office 
of Rognery ; and many times Pesple were 
kill'd or poyſon'd in their own Houſes, and 
N 3g fre- 
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frequently *twas ſo order'd, that their Bo- 
dies could not be fonnd to be buried. Ma- 
ny Crimes were carried on, by. Treachery, 
and more: by Force, and thoſe Outrages were 
conceal'd,: by reaſon of their Hovnlings and 
the noiſe of their Drums and Cymbals, ſo 
that no-body could hear the, Cries of thoſe 
that had Violence offer'd to them when they 
were kilPd, or had Violence offer'd to their 
Chaſtity.:. This Miſchief came from Erruria 
to Rome, 'where the bigneſs of the City con- 
cea'd their Villanies. 

Thoſe Wicked Praftices came. at length 
to be diſcover'd by Poftumius the Conſul, in 
the following manner, P. eAbutius being 
left an Orphan, was educated under the 
tutelage of his Mother Dros1a, and his Fa-. 
ther-in-law T, Sempronius Rutilus, of whom. 
his Mother was mighty fond, His Father- 
in-law having manag'd the Guardianſhip at 
that rate, that he could give no good Ac- 
count of it, had a mind either to deſtroy 
the Yonng-man, or to have him oblig'd to 
him by ſome Bond ; and the beſt Way he 
could contrive to effe&t_ his Deſign was, by 
the -Bacchanalian Rites: — Whereupon 
Duronia calPd her Son, and told. him, that 
ſhe had vow d. when he was ſick, that as ſoon as 
he recover d ſhe would initiate him in the BaC- 
chanalla, which ſhe was now reſolv' d to perform ;, 
telling him, hat he muſt live Chaſt for ten 
| days; that on the tenth day ſhe would carry him 
to Supper, and afterwards, when he was clean 
waſh'd, into rhe Sacrary. eAtutins happening 
to impart this to Hiſþala Fecenija, 4 ow 

| an, 


fan, with whom he kept company, and who. 
lov'd him entirely, ſhe diſſuaded him from 
it, telling him, it was 4 /nare laid for his Life, 
and pray'd, that z thouſand Cnrſes might light 
on their Heads who perſwaded him to it. The 
Youth admiring at the Diſorder ſhe was in, 
deſir'd her to ſpare her Curſes, for his Mo- 
ther, by the Confent of his Father-in-law, 
had commanded him ſo to do; to which 
-She replied, Towr Father-in-law makes haſte to 
 deftroy your Credit, Hopes, and Life. — This 
put him into a Surprize, and made him the 
more eager to know what the matter was; 
whereupon ſhe{(begging Pardonof the Gods 
and. Goddeſſes, if, forced by/ the ' Love $he 
bore him, $he reveaPd things that ought to 
have been conceald) told him, that when 
She was a WaitinÞ-maid, $he went along 
with her Miſtreſs into that Sacrary, bur 
ſince she was free, never came within it: 
That $he knew it to be the Shop of all Cor- 
ruption ; that as ſoon as any Perfon was 
introduc'd, he was deliver'd,' like. a Sacri- 
fice, to the Prieſts, who carried him into a 
place that rung round with Howlings, Sing- 
ing, Cymbals, and Drums, that the Voice of 
any one that complain'd, when Luſtful Vio- 
lence was offer'd to them, might not be 
heard : Wherefore shedeſird and beſeech'd 
him, that he would difengage himſelf from 
that Deſign, by any' means whatſoever, and 
not throw himſelf headlong into thar place, 
where -he muſt both 'do and"fuffer all the 
moſt abominable things imaginable. Nor 
would $be let him ſtir from' her, before the 
| Na- Young- 
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Young-man- had--promis'd' that. he would 
keep away from thoſe Myſteries. _ 2; 
When-he came home, his Mother began 
to tell him what he muſt do in order to his 
initiation ; to which he anſwer'd, That . be 
would not be initiated at all : Whereupon $be 
cried out, That he was ſo intoxicated with 
that S:rpent Aiſpala, that he bad loſt all reſpe&t 
for his Father-in-law, bis AAother, and the Gods 
themſclves. Vis Father-in-law laying hold 
of the Opportunity, turn'd hit out of doors, 
with four Servants ; whereupon the Young- 
man went to his Aunt Aeburia, a grave Ma- 
tron, and acquainted her-with the Cauſe of 
his being turd out ; ſhe advigd him to 
make Complaint to the Conful Poffumirs 
the next day,, which he did privately ; the 
Conſul -did thereupon ſend for Aebur;a, and 
being inform'd by her concerning her Ne- 
phew Abutizs, he ſent likewiſe for Hiſþala, 
who being amaz'd that ſhe ſhould be ſent 
for by a perſon of that Dignity, went to 
| his Houſe full of -Fear. —— The Conſul 
taking her aſide, examin'd her before his 
Mother-1n-law $S:lpicia, a noble and. grave 
Lady, concerning what was done in the 
Grove of <;ele, at the Bacchanals : She was 
ſo much ſurpriz'd, that for-ſome_ time ſhe 
ſtocd ſpeechleſs, and at laſt confeſs'd, That 
when ſhe was a very little Girl, and a Servant, 
the was initiated with. her ; 41ifireſs, -but., for 
ſome Tears, ſhe: knew: nething of what they did 
there, and would fain have evaded any fur- 
ther Queſtions, bcing afraid.-of the Gods ($he 
faid) whoſe Secrets ſhe, had diſcover'd, but of 
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Men much more, who would tear ber in pieces 
for being ſuch-an Informer ;, and therefore 
pray'd they would ſend her to ſome place 
cut of 7taly, where She might be in Safety. 
The Conful promis'd, that af yer live ſe- 
cure. at Rome ; and then $he declar'd, that 
there was no manner of Villany omitted at 
thoſe Rites; that there were more Luftful 
Enormities committed by. the Men, among 
themfetves, than by the Women; that if 
any one were unwilling to endure ſuch 


Shameleſs Aftions, and flow to Wickedneſs, * 


they were facrificd for Victims, for they 


thought nothing unlawful , which was the 
greateſt Tenet of their Religion, that fach 
Men as would not confpire, aſſociate in 
Villany, or : endure their Luſtful Unclean- 
neſs, they carried away into. ſecret Dens 
and Caves,-and gave out, that they were 
ſnatch'd away by the Gods; and that for 
two Years | 5 they had order'd, that no 
body $hovld be initiated, who was above 
Twenty Tears of age, becauſe the younger 
they were, they thought they would be the 
more ready to endure their Folly and Leud- 
neſs. The Conſul being thus throughly in« 
form'd of the matter, acquainted. the Se- 
nate with it, and amongſt other things, in 
his Speech to them, had theſe remarkable 
Sayings : Do you think, Romans, that Toung- 
men, who are mitiated into this Order, are fit 
to be made Seuldiers of ? Shalt we put them mm 
Arms, that come out of ſuch an obſcene Brothel- 
bouſe? Will ſuch Fellows as thefe, that are c0- 
ver'd all over with Buggeries of their own __ 
other 
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other men, fight for the Chaſtity of their Wives 
and Children ? . And ſertlns'? forth at large 
the Dent that myghr accrue to the''State 
by thoſe Nightly Meetings, the Baccharalian 
Rites were prohibited by Order of the'Se- 
nate, all the Prieſts of the Order were com- 
manded to be $hut up, and the Frequenters 
of thoſe Nightly Meetings enquir'd after ; 

fuch of them as they found to have been 
only initiated, and had faid Prayers accor- 
ding to the Sacred Form, which the Prieſts 
repeated before them, in which was con- 
tain'd. a curſed Obligation to commit all 
Ads of Villany and Lechery, but had not 
committed them, them they impriſon'd ; 

but thoſe whom they found to have been 
defiPd by Luſt or Murder, falſe Teſtimo- 
nies, falſe Tokens, forging of Wills,” or 
other Frauds, they put to Death ; ' after 
which the Bacchanalia were pull'd down at 


- Rome, and all over Italy. 


We s$hall conclude” our Inſtances from 
Livy, with this Paſſage, which is the laſt 
that fam'd Hiſtorian affards us, that' any 
way relates to our Subject, —— It is pro- 
per however to obſerve here, that the Bac- 
chanalia, which we have now deſcrib'd , may 
juſtly be reckon'd a-Kin to, if not the Off- 
ſpring of, the Eleuſma Sacra formerly men- 
tion'd ; both of them had their Original 
from Greece, and were ſolemniz'd with much 


the like Secrecy and Ontrage ; and both, of 
.them ſerve to let us ſee how. far Humane 


Nature may be tack, by raging Luſt, 
when 
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when a Perſon or People are juſtly given 
up to. it of God, 

We think it proper, F&fore we come to 
the Inſtances of the Roman Emperors, &c. 
which are but too too numerous, to take a 
view . of thoſe perſons whom Pluaarch has 
hononrd to be their Biographer, and to 
excerpt from thence what ſuits with our 
purpoſe, | <> 

We have taken notice, that Rome wis 
founded by a ſpurious.Brood, and- in the 
Life of- Theſexs, which is the firſt in« Ply- 
tarch : We $hall find that Athens had much 
the ſame ſort of Original ; which is the 
more obſervable, becauſe from thoſe two 
Cities the Chriſtian Religion met with the 
greateſt Oppoſition, viz. from the vain 
Philoſophy of the former, and the more 
bloody and: cruel Perſecution of the lat- 
ter. | 

Our Author tells us, That Theſeus ſeems 
to reſemble Romnlxs ,.1n many particulars, 
and in his Birth eſpecially, both of *em'be- 
ing born out of Wedlock, and of uncertain 
Parentage. Age however is reckon'd to 
be Father to Theſews, by Athia Daughter 'to 
Plitheus, whom having got with Child, he 
left a Sword and a pair of Shoes, hiding 
them under a great Stone, and making her 
only privy tot, commanding her, that if 
ſhe brought forth a Son, who when he came 
to Man's eſtate should be able to lift up the 
Stone, and take away what he had left 
there, she -Should fend him | away to him 
with thoſe things with all Secrecy: Wa 
'She 
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$he rho. atcordingly obſery'd, her Sqn 
Theſews, after he had flain Sinnis, who from 
his way of murthering Men was call'd The 
Bender of Pines, committed Fornication with 
his Daughter Perigune,. begot Menalippus 
ppan her, and afterwards married her to 
another. The next Feat Theſews did, was 
the killing of Phea, a Beaſt of great herce- 
neſs, according to ſome, or a cruel and 
Iuſtful Woman, according to others, who 
had the Name of a Sow given her, from the 
beaſtlineſs of her Life ; which, if true, she 
was remarkably enevgh .punish'd, by one 
that was.as guilty of Incontinence as her 
ſelf. -——— The next thing we have of his 
Amours is, that. with 4riadne, by whoſe 
Advice and Aſſiſtance he overcame the 7;- 
zotaur ; but having ſerv'd his Ends, he de- 
ſerted her for another, viz. Aegle, with 
whom he fell in Love, and thereupon 4-;- 
ade died of Grief, as ſome ſay, tho? others 
contradict it, and alledge, She died in 
Childbed. —— Our Author gives vs alſo 
an Account of his Rape of Anriope, Princeſs 
of the Amazons, — and, in Short, ſums up 
his unlawful Amours, and the fatal Conſe- 
quence of them, ina few words, thus ; Thit 
the Marriages of Theſex: were neither ho- 
nourable in their beginning, .nor fortunate 
in their Events; — and recounts them thus, 
viz, that he forc'd Aiaxo, the Traxentan ; 
ravish'd the Daughters of 4nnzis and .Cercyon , 
married. Peribea the Mother of. 4jax, and 
then Pheribea, and then 7ope the Daughter of 
Iphicles : Further he is accus'd for deſerting 
\ Aris 


a Genetal Hiſtoz# of young. 
#ri4dne, as'is before related, beirig in love 
with eAgle, the Danghter of Pazopeus, an 
AQtion neither juſt nor honourable ; and 
laſtly; for- the' Rape- of - Helen, when he 
was fifty. Years old; which fil'd all Attica 
with War and Blood, and occafion'd his Ba- 
nishment and: Death,  Lycomedes having 
thrown him headlong from a Rock, as he 
had hurried himſelf; headlong | idto Luſtful 
Paſſion. Such:'was the fatal Exit /of. this 
Erhnick Heroyoccaſion'd by. his Uncleanneſs. 

In the Life of Lycurgae; that great Latede- 
m0114an Philoſopher and Law-giver., we have 
ari eminent Indance of the truth of- that: of 
the Apoſtle concerning/the Heathens, that 
becauſe when they knew God; they glorified 
him-not as God, he gave them-up to' work 
all Uncleanneſs with greedineſs ; for what 
leſs than a Judicral Blindneſs could:ſo much 
infatuate ſuch a wiſe man as Lycurgus, to al- 
low'a Community of Wives, and the pro- 
- miſcuous Dancings of young Men and Wo- 
men together naked, that muſt neceſſarily 
inflame their. Luſts ? Which is own'd by 
Plutarch himſelf, tho? cover'd 'under the 
handſom Expreſſions of alluring them to Mar- 
riage, not upon Intereſt and Equality” of For- 
rune and Birth, but from the ſweet Conſtraint 
and unſophiſticated Dittates of Nature. — The 
Reaſons of this Community of Women he en- 
forc'd by theſe Arguments following, viz. 
That Children are not ſo much the Propriety of 
their Parent, as of the Commonmealth, and 
therefore he would not have "em begot by the firſt 
Comers, but by the beſt Men that could be ne : 

at 


That the Laws of other Nations feem'd to him 
very defettive and: incongruous,, who were very 
ſollicitons for the Bread of their Dogs and Hor- 
ſes, and ſent a.great way 10 get the beſh Stallions, 
and yet kept their Wrues under Lock and Key, 
for fear of .other Men ; whereas themſelves were 
crazd, old; or infirm, and' more fit to propagate 
Diſeaſes. than their | Species, + Certainly any 
man, at firſt ſight, muſt: needs ſee that 


thoſe DiQates-of 'our Philoſopher are con-. 


trary. to the DicQates: of Nature, and natu- 
rally Introdudtve of all-manner of Vilany 
and Diſorders, —— Reaſon; as:well as Re- 
velation, teaches us, that Jealouſie is: the 
Rape of a Man, and/that there is nothing 
more \unſupportable to. Humane Nature. 
All Hiſtories-are full of Tragical Inſtances 
of it ; and Experienceteaches ns; that thoſe 
Nations where:ſuch promiſcuons  Copulati- 
ons are allow, differ/but very little from 
Brutes, whoſe Example Lycargus propoſes, 
and they follow. If it be objefted; What 
we find in'the'Life of our Author, that 
long as theſe Ordinances were obſery'd,”the 
Women were-ſo: tar from that Scandalous 
Liberty which hatb ſince been - objefted to 
them, that they knew (not what 'the Name 
of Adultery meant; it-may be anſwer'd, 
That it implies a downright Contradiction ; 
for if thoſe Ordinances were obſerv'd, the 
Commonwealth of Sparra. muſt neceſſarily 


have abounded with Adultery, whether they , 


knew the Name of it or not: But it's pro- 
bable, that ſeeing ſuch a Choice -0f-. Para- 
mours was allow'd them by Lycurgis's gy 

| they 
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they did not reckon'lying with their Neigh- 
bours Wives Adyltery : And therefore Ge- 
radas' might well fay, "That-ir was as impoſſi- 
ble to find an Adnlterer in Sparta, | as'to,fimd a 
Bull with a Neck jo long, that be could ſtand at 
one ſide 'of the Mountain Taygetus,” and drink 
of the River that TH#n on the other ſide of '3r; 

It is alſo obſervable, that this Pradtiſedid 
not an{wer the End taken from his Brutiſh 
Reaſon, viz. to have ſtrong and'healthful 
Chitdren ; for we have an Account 'by this 
ſame Author, that if they found the -Child 
- upon its Birth to*be deform'd, and* of an 
ill Complexion, they order'd it to: be caft 
into a deep Cavern of the Earth, near the 
Mountain T aypetw ; and that 'the Women 
did alſo bath the new-born' Children in 
Wine, GUNER would immediately kill 
thoſe of a weak Conſtitution : And yet, 
notwithſtanding all thoſe Precautions,” 'we 
find that they had weakly Children. brett 
up, and thoſe, our Author ſays, they  em- 
ploy'din gathering Sallads and" Herbs. 

To conclude this'point ; It. is not at all 
to'be* wonder'd at, that a People wha-al- 
low'd ſuch Unfaithfulneſs as-to the 'Mar- 
riage-bed, ſhould grow ſo unfaithful in all 
thetr other Tranſations as the Lacedemy- 
ians did, which occaſion'd their being ut- 
terly ruin'd by the Athenians. | 

In the Life of Numa Pompilins, fo much 
reverenc d by the Romaxs for his Piety, and 
accounted the firſt Inſtituter of their Reli- 
gion, we find, that when a Roman was ſuffi- 
clently ſtock'd with Children, in caſe his 
— 
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Neighbour, who had -none, ſhould deſire 
tim to accommodate him- with his Wife, 
that he alſo might have the Benefit of Iſſue 
' from ſuch a fruitful Woman ; Numa al- 
low'd the Husband either to lend his Wife 
for a time, or to looſe the Bonds of Mar- 
Tiage, an cornea her into the Hands of 
her Paramour for ever. — An early Pre. 
fage that Rqme was at laſt to become the 
Mother of Harlots, and of the Abominations 
of the Earth ; | another Inſtance of thoſe 
wiſe Heathens being judictally given up of 
God to their Uncleanneſs, becauſe they did 
not improve the Knowledge they had to 
the Glory of God, of whoſe Being and At- 
tributes they had ſuch clear Ideas. _. 

In the Life of Solon we haye an Account 
That, that great Philoſopher and; Law-giver 
was gutlty of Unlawful Love towards Boys, 
and that deſigning to appropriate that Bru- 
tiſh pleaſure to ſuch as he calPd Gentlemen, 
he forbad the uſe of it to Slaves, - In one 
of his Laws he permits an Heireſs, 1f her 
Lawful  Husband prove ;imporent,' to lye 
with his neareſt Kinſman ; -and yet he was 
ſo inconſiſtent with hiniſelf, that he permit- 
ted any one to kill an Adulterer, that found 
him in the AQ. —— Weshall conclude this 
palhee with his Account of himſelf in this 

ſtick : 


I mind. a Song, a Miſs, and Glaſs of Wine ;, _ 
Theft are moſt mens Delights, and theſe are mine, 


ly 
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In the Life. of Camillus we .have an -Ac- 
count, how the Latins were defeated by 
their Laſciviouſneſs and Whoredom, when 
they had reduced the Romans to a very great 
ſtrait, the paſlage is thus: The Larins de- 
manded a .certain. number of free Maids 
from the Romans in Marriage; the latter 
looking upon- this as a, Trick only. to. gain 
Holtages, and yet being both afraid and 
unable to carry, on the War, they durſt not 
politively refuſe them ; . whereupon. Txtula, 
or Philotis as ſome call her, advis'd. the Ma- 
giſtrates to ſend her, and ſome other beauti- 
tul Damoſels,who were Bond-maids, habited 
like Free-Virgins, and while the Lars were 
in their Dalliances with them, they would 
give them a Signal to fall out upon them : 
Which being agreed on accordingly, Tatals 
in the Night-time ſet-up a lighted Torch * 
upon a wild Figtree, hanging up ſome 
Clothes on the Tree that hid the Torch 
from the Latin Camp, while it was-percep- 
tible to the Romans, and accordingly they 
ſfally?d, ſurpriz'd and deſtroy'd the Largns, 
in remembrance of-which a Feſtival was ap- 
pointed, calPd the None Capratice, wherein 
the People run out of the City in a confuſed 
manner , calling aloud the moſt. familiar 
and uſual Names, as Caim, Marcus, Lutins; 
and the like, as they did at the $ jy ; and 
the Maid-ſervants, richly adora'd, ran a- 
bont, playing and jeſting upon all they mer, 
and amongſt themſelves uſe a kind of skir- 
miſhing, to (hew they help'd in the Conflict 
againſt the Latins ;, and in the time of theic - 
9 Feaſt- 
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Feaſting they ſit ſhaded 'over with Boughs of 
wild Figtree. PETR 

Our next Inſtance'is that 'bold' Arheriar 
Genfleman Pericles, whoſe Weak. Side was 
Laſciviouſneſs, and therefore he hecame the: 
Subje@ of the Rallery. of the Comick Poets 
of his time ; who upbraided him, as being 
the errant'{t Whoremonger that ever liy'd, 
charg'd him with diſhoneft Converſe with 
the Wife of Menippus, and of committing 
Inceſt with his own: Son's Wife : His In- 
trigue with Afpatia before Marriage is alſo 
much taken Notice of, and She is accus'd of 
heing no'better than a Fawd, or as the Tran-; 
ſlator expreſles it, Keeper of a Vaulting-ſchool. 
They did alſo upbrajd him with the Vola- 
TIES OT BUCCones of Pyrilampes, who being 
Pericles's Friend, they pretended that he . 
us'd to preſent Peacoctks and fine Birds 'to 
Pericles's Miſſes. ,The Puniſhments inflited 
upon Pericles we find to be, that he was not 
only envied and diſturb'd by Fumults- and 
Seditions, but diſquieted with the 'Diſobe- 
dience and Scurrilous RefleQtions of his own 
eldeſt Son, depriv'd of him and his youngeſt 
Son, whom he lov'd entirely, by Death, 
and conſtrain'd at laſt to repeal his' own 
Law againſt Baſtards enjoying any Inheri- 
tance, that his Baftard Son ſhould keep up 
the Name of his Family ; and he was cut off 
 tov.at laſt, by Order of the Senate : And 
Pericles ſimſelf, who had burnt fo much in 
Luft, was conſum'd to death by a burning 
Plague, his Uncleanneſs having fix'd ſuch 'a 
Stain upon his Memory, as all his #49 
Atti- 


ARions have not been able ts wipe off. 
_ In the Life of Fabixe Maximns we \have 
an Account' how Tarentum was betray'd to 


him by means of an Unchaſt Woman, who . 


with her. Amours and' Flatteries prevail'd 
npon her Lover, a Noble Brar;an, vo betray 
. the Town to- the Romans : Fabius having 
ſent her Brother, who was in his Army, in- 
ro the. Town on purpoſe to manage the In- 
trigue ; or, according to others, ſhe, had 
formerly been Fabia/s own Miſtreſs, and he 
permitted her to go and corrupt the Tarer- 


tine Governor by her lewd Embraces, which, 


occaſion'd the taking and crnel deſtrufion 
of the Town : So fatal are Harlots to all 
Commonwealths where they are ſifterd to re- 
main unpuniſh'd. WY 
; We have already had occaſion to obſerve 
how, fatal the Impure Amours of "Aleibiades 
was to all Greece, and particularly to: Athens, 
nt there are divers more obſervable Parti- 
culars as to that matter, in his Life wyitten 
by Platarch, tho” he was continually attend- 
ed by that excellent perſon Socrates, whoſe 
wholſome Inſtrn&tions had much Influence 
upon him; yet all his Philoſophy was. not 
able to reform him, We find him accug'd, 
when a Boy, of a Suſpicion of being a Cara» 
mite; his Wife Hipparete, a. virtuous Lady, 
and one that loy'd him entirely, abandan'd 
him at laft, hecavſe. of his multitude of 
Whores, and {id for a Divorce from him.; 
but when ſhe preſented her ſelf before the 
Magiftrate for'that end, Alcibiades retook 


her again by Force. — He is accus'd of be- 
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ing Luxurious in jus Eating,..Drinking, and 
Amours, and- was much deſpis'd by the 4- 
thenians, becauſe, inſtead of. their uſual En- 
ſigns npon his Shield, he had a Cape paint» 
ed npon it with a 1hunderbolt.in his Hand. 
Ariſtophqi.the- Painter drew him ſitting 'in 
the Curteſan Nemea's Arms, which much 
diſpleas'd the graver Athenians, While be 
was an Exile at Sparta, he debauch'd the 
Wife of Jgu King of Lacedemon, and:had a 
Son by her ;. And 'tis obſervable, that the 
cauſe of his, heing. baniſd from his own 
Country and condemn'd to Death, was, his 
having perform'd the debauch'd Myſteries 
of the Elexſina Sacra by way of Mockery. 
The Injury he did to .4gis King of Lacede= 
10n made him unſafe there, ſo that he fled 
for Security to Ti/apherzes the Perſian Ge- 
neral. In a word, his'whole Life was a 
continued Seties of remarkable Ups and 
Downs : And his Death was no leſs remar- 
kavie, the Hiſtorian giving us an Account 
of it in this manner, viz, That having re+- 
tir'd to a ſmall Viſage in Phrygia, with one 
Timandra a Miſtreſs of his, he Was, at. the 
inſtance of the Lacedemonians, attack d in 
his Houſe by ſome Barbarians, who ſetting it 
on fire, he with much: ado cſcap'd thro” the 
Flames, and was at laſt Nlin by their Darts, 
his Miſtreſs '/ ;zzardr7a having buried him 
with as mich Decency as her Circumſtances - 
would allow,. Thus did Alcibiades fall in- 
glortovſl7 by his Luſts, who had done ſo 
many Great and ' Glorious Actions in the 
World. ' 

We 
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We have: alteady tonch'd-upon:ithe- Judg- 
ments which purſued Donyſu;, 'the Luſtful 
Tyrant. of Sicily, for his Uncleanneſs, -but 
meeting with.a-further Inſtance of it ia the 
Life of Timoleon, It 1s thought proper. to 
take notice of it here 1n: thg words of Pl4- 
tarch,viz. Thar all the Miſchiefs and Vexa- 
tions of his former Reign were abundantly 
repaid and outdone by thoſe Evils and Ca- 
lamities which he then ſuffer'd, for heliv'd 
to ſee the Funerals of his Sous in the prime 
of their Age,. the Rapes of his Daughters 
in the Flower of their Virginity, and the 
Proſtitution Gf his own Siſter, that became 
his Wife, who being firſt villanouſly treat- 
ed, and her Perſqn exposd to all the Laſt 
and Lewdaeſs of the common Souldiery, ſhe 
was afterwards murder*d, together with 
her Children; and their Bodies caſt into the 
Sea. Thus was Dzonyſins puniſh'd, as we 
may ſay, in Specie, for his Luſt and Crnel- 
ty. | 
[n the Life of Pelopidas we find this re- 
martkable Paſſage concerning Archias, the 
Tyrant of Thebes, who having render'd 
himſelf odious to the People by his Op- 
preſſion, and ſept many of them into Exile, 
ſme of the Chick of thoſe Exi'es .contriv'd 
his Ruine, under the Conduct of Pelopigas, 
thus: Philidas, who was Secretary to Ar- 
chias, having invited him and ſome others 
" to an Entertainment to. drink freely and 
accompany ſome married Whores, he was 
ſo much taken up with his Cups .and the 
Expecation of his Female Gueſts, that tho' 
| O 3 =. 
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he had a'Letter ſent him” diſcovering the 


Plot aptult his Life, and' 'deliver'd - with 
this Meflage, That it contain'd Matters 'of 


' Concern, and therefore *twas neceſſary be” ſhould 


read it ;, he anſwer'd, Matters'of Concern 19 
morrow. And” as he was carrouſing thus, 
Charon and Molon, two of the Conſpirators,' 
having put on Womens Apparel over their 
Armour, and thick Garlands of Firr and 
Pine 'to fhade their Faces, 'in- this man= 
ner came to the Door, upon which Archien 
and his Gueſts gave an' Huzza, thinking 
they had been the Jewd Women that they 
expected, but were quickly undeceiv'd, and 
had their Hearts pterced by the Conſpira- 


_ tors Swords, at the fame time when they 


were pierced with the Darts of raging Luſt. 
And' thus Thebes was deliver'd ' from Ty- 
ranny. | | 
In that ſame Life we- have an Account 
how Divine Juſtice purſued Alexander the 
Tyrannical King of Pherea, for his Brutiſh 
Luſt, His Wife Thebe, Daughter to-Faſor, 
being enrag'd at him for his Debaucheries, 
and particularly for abuſing her younger 
Brother to his Luſt, ſhe contriv'd his Death 
thus ; She hid her three Brothers in a 
Room near to his Bedchamber, all the other 
Apartments being full of the Tyrant's 
Night-guards; before his Chamber there 
lay a fierce Dog chain'd, which would flye 
at all but the.Tyrant's Wife and a Servant 
that fed him: When Night came-Thebe 
went in alone to his Chamber, according to 


the uſual Cuſtom, and finding him aſleep, 
| came 
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came out again, commanded the Servant to 
lead away the Dog, for the King would take 
ſome Reſt, 'and then covering the Stairs with 
Wool, brought vp her Brothers into his 
Chamber, where they kill'd him, and throw- 
ing ont his Carcaſs, it was tred under foor 
in great Contempt by the Phereans. 
+ In the Life of Marcus Cato the Cenfor we 
find that the grave Romans thought that not 
fo much as a Marriage, or 2 Night's Lodging 
for the Procreation of Children, nay, not a 
Feaſt or Drinking-bout, ought to be permit- 
ted according to every one's Faney, withouC 
being cenſur'd and enquir'd into; and there- 
fore they choſe two Perſons, one out of the 
Patricians, the other out of. the Commons 
who were to watch, correc, and puniſh, if 
any one ran too much after Voluptnouſneſs ; 
and therefore Cato, tho he met with'much 
Oppoſition, becauſe of hts Severity, was 
prefer'd to that Imployment-; and the firſt 
remarkable thing which we find perform'd 
by him in that Office was; thz Expulſion of 
Lucins Quintas from the Senate, becauſe he 
had, to Pleaſe a Boy whom he kept as a Ca- 
tamite, order'd a condemn'd Perſon to be 
executed before him at a Feaſt, He did alfo 
throw Maniljas out of the Senate, becauſe in 
the preſence of his Daughter, and in open 
Day, he was alittle too ſweet upon his own 
Wife. —— The People were fo well plea- 
{ed with his Behaviour in his Impleyment, 
that they ere&ed a Statue for him in the 
Temple of the Goddeſs of Health with the 


following Infcription; That this was Cato 
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the Cenſor, who 'by his good Diſcipline and Or.- 
dinances reclaim'd the Roman Commonwealth, 
when *twas declining and ſupinely tumbling w1to 
Fice. Yet we. find that this very. Man, fo 
famous for the Severity and Uprightneſs of 
his Manners, not improving that Knowledg 
which God had given him, was overcome 
by his Luſts even- in his- Old-age-; for Plu- 
tarch ſays, that in his old days, when he 
was paſt a Lover's Years, he made-uſe of 
Women, and particularly of a young Wench 
who came privately to him, which being 
diſcover d by his Son, . who took Offence 
thereat, the old Man, in revenge, married 
a young Woman, Daughter. to Salowins his 
own Clark ; and when his Son ask'd him the 
reaſon of it, he anſwer'd him ſoft and fair, 
Good Son, 1 defire to have maty Children; and 
to. leave the Commonmwealth more ſuch Citizens as 
thuu art. - 
In the Life of Pyrrhus we have an Account 
that his multiplymg of Wives witha deſign 
to enlarge his Intereſt, had not the happy 
Effect which he propos'd to himſelf by ir, 
for Lanaſſa, one of his Wives, took ſo great 
Offence at his Inclination to the reſt, that 
ſhe deſerted him, and married Demetrius 
King of Macedonia, -and by that means kin» 
dled a War betwixt him-and Pyrrbas. In 
that ſame Life we do alſo find, that Pyrrhus 
was Invited againſt Sparta by C leonymus,, One 
of the Chief Men there, becauſe his Wife 
Chelidomis falling deſperately. in Love with 
Aratatus, that - Youngſter diſhonour'd - his 
Bcd ; and therefore, to revenge himſelf we 
tne 
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the Injury, be brought Pyrrbus with a great 
Army againſt Sparta, which voccafion'd a 
great deal of Bloodſhed, and endanger'd the 
City; however, Pyrrhus did not ſucceed in 
his Deſign againſt it; as if Providence would 
let him ſee, that he was no fit Perſon to re- 
venge an Injury done to the Marriage Bed, 
who was ſo very guilty of that fame Crime 
himſelf ; and, at laſt, he fell by the: Hands 
of a Woman, who ſeeing him engag'd with 
her Son in the Streets of Argos, threw a Tile 
upon him from the top of an Houſe, which 
made him fall trom his Horſe, and” a com- 
mon Souldier did afterwards cut off his 

Head. - 
In the Life of Syla we haye this Account 
of him ; That he us'd to fit on a Chair of 
State amongſt beautiful Women, Mimicks, 
Fidlers, and fſuch-like Raſcally People, on 
whom he ſquander'd away the Revenues of 
whole Countries and Cities,” beſtowing on 
ſome of them Ladies in Marriage againſt 
their Will, ſo as his Gratnities were mnch 
more intolerable than his Uſurpations. He 
kept company with ACtors, A@reſſes, and 
Minſtrels, drinking with *em Night and 
Day : He alſo indulg'd himſelf in Unnatural 
Luſt with 'Men, particularly Merrobius the 
Woman-acor : But behold'the juſt Judg- 
ment of God upon him ; — Theſe laſcivious 
Courſes brought' him into a Diſeaſe which 
made his Bowels to feſter, ſo that at laſt the 
corrupted Fleſh broke forth into Lice in ſuch 
prodigious quantities, that all the Hands he 
- could employ were not able to deſtroy em, 
| {0 
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ſo that his Clothes, Beds, Baſons, and Meat 
was polluted with that Contagion : He went 
often into the Baths by day, to ſcoure and 
cleanſe his Body, but all-in vain, the courſe 
xeturn'd fo quick; and with ſuch numerous 
Supplys, as. overcame. al! manner of Rid- 
dance ; ſo that, in fing, he who had led an 
unclean Life dy'd. of an abominable and us- 
clean Diſeaſe. 

In the Life of Cimen, Plutarch tells us, that 
he was lewd and yicious, accuſes him of In- 
ceſt with his own Sifter, and other unclean 
PraQtices, and at laſt he died of a Wound, 
as ſome Authors-fay, which he receiv'd from 
the Barbarians in a Skirmtth, his Impurity 
having fix d a perpetual ſtain. upon him, 
which all bis great Actions could never wipe 
off. In that ſame Life we meet with a re- 
markable. Paſſage concerning Pauſanias the 
Lacedemonian, who baving fſollicited a young. + 
Lady of Conftartmople, call'd Cleonice, to de- 
bavch her, ker Friends dreading the Power 
of the Tyrant, were forc'd to. abandon her 
to him::. Gleonice commanded the Servants to 
put out all the Lights, and Approncning his 
Bed fitently in the dark, ſhe ſtumbled upon 
the Lamp, whick ſhe overturn'd and fpilt : 
Pauſanias being, awak'd by the nojſe, and 
thinking it had been ſome Aﬀaſſin to attack 
him, ſnatch'd up his Poinard and wounded 
ker mortally, after which he never enjoy'd 
bimfelf, but was diſturb'd in his Thoughts, 
and haunted by. her Ghoſt, io that he never 
kad Succeſs in any thing afterwards, and was 
at laſt ſlain by order of the Senate in Miner- 
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va Temple, whither he had; fled for Re- 
fuge. 

Jo the Life of Luc#lus we' find; that there 
was a ſtop put to the Careir of his good For- 
tune and Glory, chiefly by means-of Clodins, 
his Wife's Brother, who was fo unnatural a 
Villain”as to commit Adulrery and Inceft 
with his own Siſter Clogza, Lucullas's Wite, 
and ſtirring up the Fimbrian Army' againſt 
Lyucullas, prevented his further Conquelts : 
Lucullus himſelf returning to- Rome; gave 
himſelf up to all manner of Luxury, and was 
at laſt depriv'd of his Senſes by a Philtre or 
Amorous Potion, giv'n him by Caliſthenes bis 
Freeman, to endear him to himfelf ;- fo that 
this Great Man was not only ruin'd : by the 
Laſciviouſneſs of himfelf and others, but a 
ſtop was thereby put to theo 14a» Conqueſts, 
which had otherwiſe, ſays our Anthor, not 
been* bounded by the Erphrates, but by the 
uttermoſt parts of the Earth, and the Hyrca- 
nan Sea. 

In the Life of Pompey the Great we find 
that famous General accus'd of unchaſte A- 
mours with Flora the Courteſan, whom be 
afterwards reſign'd to his Friend Geninias, 
upon which ſhe languii'd and died. We 
find likewiſe, that Sy{a, to gain over this 
Great Man to his Party, perſwaded him to 
put away his Wife Artitia, and to! marry 
e Emilia Daughter-in-law to Sylla, who was 
at that time Wife to another Man, by whom 
ſhe was big with Child. This unlawful Mar- 
riage was ſoon after puniſld in part; for 
Antiſtias, Father to Anriſtia, was murder'd in 
the 
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the Senate, as a Fayourer of Sylla for Pane 
pey's ſake, and her Mother vpon this account 
made away with her ſelf. — Theſe were the 
Tragedies that attended that unhappy Mar- 
rlage, ſays Flutarch ;, and that there might 
be nothing wanting to compleat the laſt Act 
by Heavns, even e/Amilia her felf not long 
after died at: Pompey's in Child-bed. 


Theſe things were the' more- inexcuſable + 


in Pompey, becauſe: we find that he delighted 
much in the diſcovery of Weakneſſes of the 
fame Nature in Mithridates, when he fejiz'd 
his ſecret Writings, wherein, amongſt other 
things, he found abundance of wanton Love- 
Letters, betwixt Mithridatcs and his Concu- 
bine. Maxune. — He might have taken War- 
ning, one would - think, of the Jadgments 
that purſued Afithridates for his Intempe- 
rance, ſeeing when all his Concubmaes were 
brought: before Pompey, he could not but 

erceive the abominable Crimes into which 
his luſtful Temper had hurried him head- 
long, for moſt of his Concubines - were 
either the Daughters. or Wives of Princes 
and great Commanders, except it was one 
whom they calPd Srratonice, who was Davgh- 
ter to a Muſician ; and having pleas'd Mj- 
thridates, by ſinging before him at a Banquet, 
his luſtfal Paſſjon was ſo much rais'd that he 
immediately took her to Bed with him, and 
in the Morning preſented her Father .(who 
grumbPd that he had taken his Davghter 
without ſpeaking one kind Word to him- 
ſelf ) with many rich and coſtly Preſents, 
and the Eſtate.of a Noblemag latel y A 
WRCIC- 
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whereupon the old Fellow was ſo much 
tranſported, /that ,putting on.” his Purple 
-Robes, and mounting his Horſe,-, he rode 
through the City, cry .ng out, All chis 5 mine, 
and ſo-became the Herauld of his. own, as 
well as of Mithridates's Folly ;- and to thoſe 
that laugh'd. at;him for the' ſame he ſaid, 
There was no ſuch Wonder in ' this; Lunt rather 
that he aid.not throw Stones. at all he mct, be was 
ſo much beſide bimſelf with Joy. 
+. Another Piece of Vengeance that, purſued 
Pompey,and wherein he miglit read his Crime 
in his Puniſhment, was, That his Wife 2u- 
tja, Uuring his abſence, had diſhonour'd his 
Bed; at which he was ſo. nettl'd, that he 
ſent her a Bill of Divorce. | 

Pompey, 1n PIgie of Ins Amorous Incli- 

nation, did likewiie commit a.piece of no- 
torious Injuſtice, in marrying FJzl/a, Daugh- 
ter to Ceſar, who had been affianced before, 
and was to be married within. a few. days to 
Cepio, and, to appeaſe Cepiv's Anger, mar- 
ried his own Daughter to him, who had 
formerly been eſpouſed. to Fauſt, ' the. Son 
of Sylla. Pompey was ſo much beſotted with 
his Love to J«{;a, that he created abundance 


of Envy to himſelf, by committing: the Go- - 


vernment of his Provinces and Legions into 
the Hands of his Friends, as his Lieutenants, 


whilſt he himſelf wantonly rambPd up -and 


down, careſſing bis Wife, throughout all the 
Delicacies of /raty ; but he was ſoon depriv'd 
of her, for ſhe dy'd in Child-bed, her Davgh- 
ter not outliving her many days. 


" He 
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| He afterwards married Coryelia Daughter 
to Mereliins Scipio, and Relic of Publius the 
Son of Crafſizs,'a young Lady of great Quali- 
ty, Beauty, -and Education; but this Mar- 
Triage was very unplealing to ſome People, 
who thought that ſhe was a Match more a- 
greeable to his Son, and were angry that 
the Afﬀairs of the City lay negle&ed, while 


he, from whom they expe&ed a Cure to- 


their DiRraCtions, went crown'd with Gar 
lands, and was revelling mM his Nuptial 
Feaſts. ITS SNL ITE 7 pl 
. Irs obſervable, that at the very laſt his 
Fondneſs towards this young Lady, and his 
Fear that her Beauty might. expoſe her to 
ſome Diſhonoux amoneſt the ' Parthians, was 
the chief Argument that prevail'd with him 
not to have'xecourſe thither, where, in all 
probability, he' might have been able to.re- 
new the War, and recover his Glory; after 
his Defeat in the Phar ſalian Plains; ſo that 
reſolving to'ſail for Egypr, and intruſt him- 
ſelf with Prolomy, he was, by Advice of that 
young, King's Council, barbarouſly and 1n- 
humanly mnrder'd, as going aſhore jn a Boat 
inorder, as he thonght, to a favourable Re- 
ception; the diſtreſſed Cornelza and his Friends 
beholding this Jamentable Tragedy from on 
board the Veſſels where they were.  Thas 
fell this Great Man, to which, it cannot be 
denied, that his Amorous and Senſual Tem- 
per did highly contribute: Not that I would 
be underſtood poſitively to aſſert, that Un- 
cleanneſs was: the: ſole procuring Cauſe. of 
th:ſe Tragical Diſaſters that befe! this 2reat 
Manz 
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| Man and' others,” who T have mention'd of 
ſhall mention in the" courſe of this Hiſtory, 
ir being enough for my Delign' to prove, 
that it was always one of the viſible Cauſes, 
and that it makes good the Aſſertion of the 
Wiſe Man in the Proverbs, where TpeaKing of 
the Harlot or ſtrange Woman in general, 
he fays, That many ſtrong Men have been {ow 
by ber; of which there is nota more ſpeaking 
and demonſtrable Inſtance than this of Pome 
pey, who had triumpl'd over Aſia,, Africa, 
and Europe, and yet was himſelf” a Captive 
and Subjet of Triumph to his own Lufts. 

'- In the Life of Cato the younger, .who was 
not only a great Pretender to. Virtue, but, 
compar*d with his Contemporaries, a glorb- 
ous Mirror of it, We find. that he had no 
true Notions of the Honour of the'Marriage 
Bed, nor any juſt Idea of Chaſtity ; 'as isa 

parent from'the following Inſtance. _ Ou 
tus Hortenſius, whom Plutarch calls a Man of 
ſingular Worth and approved Virtue, proposd to 
Cato, That his Daughter Porcia, who was 
already married to Bibxlus, and:had already 
born him two Children, might; be given to 
him as a fruitful Field, from which he might 
raiſe an Offspring ; For, faid he, tho' rhis in. 
the Opinion of Men may ſeem ſtrange, yet in Ne- 
ture it would be honeſt and profitable for the Puk- 
lick, that a Woman, in the prime of her Touth, 
ſhould not lye uſeleſs, and loſe the Fruzt of her 
Womb : Nor, ©: the other ſide, would it be con- 
venient ſhe ſhould burthen and: impoveriſh one 
Man, by bringing him too many Children. Alſo 
by this Communication of Families among worthy 
Men, 
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Hen, Virtue would encreaſe and be di Fo'd thro? 
their Poſterity,, and the Commonwealth would be 


amited and cemented by their Alliances. Ter, (if 


Bibulus would not part with bzs Wife altogether, 
he would reſtore her as ſoon as ſhe had brought him 
4 Child, whereby he might be united to both.their 
Families. Cato anſwer'd, That he lov'd Hor- 


tenſius very well, and did. much approve of uni-. ' 


ring their Houſes, but he thought it very ſtrange 
py Har of marrying bis Daughter, who was al- 
ready grven fo another. | Then FHhortenſins turn- 
ing the Diſcourſe, acknowledg'd, that 'rwas 
Cato's own Wife which he. deſi dy for. ſhe was 
young and fruitful, and he bad already- Children 
enough, To which Cato agreed, with the 
Conſent of his Wife. Martia and her Father 
Philip, and after the Death of Horrenſins took 
her again, for which Ceſar reproach'd him, 
as having a mercenary deſizn in his Mar- 
riage, faying,. 1f- Cato had need of 'a Wife, 
why did he part with her ? And if he had not, 
why did he take her again, unleſs he gave her 


only as a Bait to Hortenſius, and lent her when | 
ſhe was young, to have her again when ſhe was 


rich ? — It's plain from this Inſtance, that 
Cato was guilty of countenancing Impurity 
in others, if he was not actually guilty of it 
himſelf; and ſeeing he was unwilling to take 
his Daughter from Bjbulus, and yet as wil- 
ling: to gratifie Hortenſrs by parting with 
his own Wife, it would argue, that he was 
weary of -her, and that he would make no 
Scruple to uſe other Women, ſeeing he al- 


| low'd her to give vp herſelf into the Embra- 


tes of another Man; But now it remains 
that 
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that we ſhould take notice/of the Judgments 
which purſued this great Man,of which, with. 
ont breach of Charity, we-may look upon 
this. Crime, amongſt others, to have been 
one of the procuring Cauſes. It's known to 
every one, that he follow'd Pompey, and -ad- 
her'd to him againſt Ce/ar, and that after 
Pompey's Defeat he retir'd to: Vrica, where, 
having no hopes of retrieving his deſperate 
Afﬀairs, he deliberately murder'd himſelf, 
from which Deſign all the Endeavours of his 
Friends were not able to divert him: And 
thus the Divine Vengeance. made him the 


Executioner of Juſtice upon himſelf, which 


he ought to have ſuffer'd by the hands of 
others, for that brutiſh and unnatural Car- 
riage to his Wife. 

In the Life of Demetrizes Poliorcetes me have 
an account, that when this great Prince laid 
Siege to Mepgara, he was 1o far tranſported 
with a Luſtful Paſſion for Crareſipols the Wi- 
dow of Poliperchon, a Lady of greater Beauty 
than Virtue, that leaving his Army, he went 
to-make her a Viſit with two or-three of his 
Intimates ; but when he came near the City 
of Patras, where ſhe liv'd, he fell into an 
Ambuſh 'of Cafſander's Men, whence ' with 
great difficulty he eſcap*d, by the ſwiftneſs 
of his Horſe. — And thus he had well nigh 
made a farrender of his Liberty and Deſign * 
to- the Charms of- a laſcivious Woman. It 
is alſo obſerv'd of this Demetrius, that he had 
many Wives at the ſame time, and notwith- 
ſtanding bis multiplicity of Wives, became 
ſo enamour'd upon Zamia, a beautiful Longs 
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but infamous for Her lodſeneſs- of Conver ſa- 
tion, that 'twas ſaid 'all other Ladies were 
amorous of Demetrius, but Demetrius was/only 
amorous of Lama. | 

This Luſtful Prince was not however ſa- 
tisfied with his variety of Women, but did 
alſo pollute himſelf with the unnatural Crime 
of Sodomy:;, and It's ſtoried of him, that ha- 
ving been Joſt ſeveral days in a'Debanch a- 
mong his Companions, and pretending to 
keep his Chamber afterwards, by reaſon of 
Indiſpofition, his Father Antigone came 'to 
ſee him, upon his approach to' Demetriu's 
Chamber, out bolts a ſprightly young Fel- 
low; and Antrizonus going to his Bed-fide, 
and feeling his Pulfe, Demetrius not know- 
ing well how to excuſe himſelf, pretended 


_ that he had been il! of a Fever, but that he hoped 


it had now left hizr. Tes, reply'd the King, 
I believe it, for 1 ni:ſt now met it at Jour Chanber 
Door ;, allnding to the young Catamite that 
ſprung out of his Chamber. 

His Victories, and the Benefits which he 
beſtow'd upon the Athenians, put their In- 
vention upon the rack, to conferr new-devi- 
ſed ' Honours ard Flattexies upon him, and 
therefore they order'd him a' Lodging be- 
hind M:nervas Temple, in the Apartment 
of the Virgins, the vow'd Votaries of that 
Goddels, which occ:fign'd the Wits of the 
Time to ſay, That Mingrva had got a dange- 
rous Inmate ;, and, That it was not much to the 
Reputatim of ber Virgins Chaſlity, to kerp com 


pary with Demetrius. And as for Demetrius 


himſelf, he was ſo far from ſhewing any Re- 
vErence 
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verence tothe Goddeſs with whom he had 
taken up his Quarters, that he gave himſelf 
up .to the moſt infamous Liberties; and. de- 
bauch'd the young Women and Matrons of 
Athens to that degree, as 'tis a'ſhame for a 
modeſt Pen-to relate. 

This brutiſh Youth ' was ſo. much. enrag d 
with pnnatural Luſt; that he tempted a beau- 
tiful young Man, call'd Damocles, to that de- 
gree, as made him to decline all manner of 

- publick Converſation, -on purpoſe to avoid 
his delign'd Paſſion ; but Damocles going to 
a private Bath, the, 'villainous Demetrius. ha- 
ving Information of it, ſurpriz'd him there, 
ſo that the poor Youth ſeeing no, other way 
to avoid him, leap'd into a boiling Veſſel, 
and ſo became a Martyr to his Virtue. 

Demetrius was not only luſtful, bur profuſe 
and prodigal in his Expences, as all luſtfol 
Perſons are ; ſo that having commanded the 
Athenians to "raiſe 250, Talents for. his Ser- 
vice, and when they, to ſatisfie hisdemands, 
had levied it upon the People by diſtreſs, he 
gave it a$a trifling Sum to Lamia, and the 
relt of his lewd Women, to buy them per- 
ftum'd Waſhballs for their Baths: And thus 
were the Athenians puniſt'd for giving way 
to the luſtful Exceſſes of. this young Prince; 
to whom they were {© fla-iſhly obſequious, 
that, contrary to their Laws, when he. de- 
fir'd. to be enrolPd in the Fraterniry of the 
Prieſts of Ceres, without attending\the time 
commonly allotted, which injoyns, that the 
leſſer Myſteries ſhould be celebrated i in. Ng- 
vember, and. the great Solemnity in Augn/f 
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following, they made an Edi&t, *that the 
Month of March then currant ſhould. be ac- 
counted November, that Demetrius might be 
then admitted to the leffer Ceremonies ; and 
as ſoon as that was done, by another Edict 
they turn'd that ſame Month into Auguſt ; 
which occaſion'd Philjpedes the Comedian to 
exerciſe his Wit upon Stratocles, the Inven« 
= of this Trick, in the following Couplet, 
Thus : 


Prodigious Skzll ! how ſtrangely flattering Fear 
' Into one Month hath crowded all the Year ! 


And upon the ſame Stratocles's propoſing that 
Demetrius ſhould lodge in the Temple of M7- 
zerva, Within the Caſtle he made the follow- 
ing Lines : 


Stratocles thinks it is no Sin 
To turn a Temple to an Inn; 
Or with lend wanton Company 


To bleſs Minerva's Chaſtity. 


We come now to treat of the Puniſhments 
which Divine Juſtice inflicted vpon this Le- 
cher, which were very ſharp and ſevere, his 
Father and he both being diſpoiPd of that 
large Empire which they had erected for 
themſelves, out of the Ruins of that of Ale- 
xander the Great. His Mother 'andChil- 
dren, and divers of his Wives, were made 
Priſoners, and he himſelf forſaken by the 
Athenians, who had formerly ſo muck ador'd 
kim, but now made it a capital Crime for 

| any 
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any body ſo much as/to propoſe a Treaty or 
Accommodation. with him ; -and Alexander 
King of Macedon miſs'd little of having cut 
him off treacherouſly. 

It is alſo remarkable, that this Inſtful 
Prince was puniſt'd obſervably in his Daugh- 
ter Srratonice, who follow'd her Father's per- 
nicious Example. The Story is well known 
to be as followeth. Demetrius having mar- 
ried this his beautiful Daughter to Selexcas 
King of Syria, to whom ſhe brought forth a 
little Son, Arntiochas Son to Selexchus by a for- 
mer Marriage, fell ſo paſhonately in love 
with his Step-mother Strratonice, that he 
ſicken'd upon.it, and was in danger, and not 
daring to diſcover the Cauſe of his Diſtem- 
per, he ſaw no other Remedy for his hope- 
eſs Misfortune but what was to be expected 
from Deſpair and Death, which he therefore 
reſoly'd upon, by abſtaining from Diet. Era- 
fitratus the King's Phyſician quickly diſco- 
yer'd that Love was his Diſtemper, but 
could not at firſt diſcover. the Object ;, he 
therefore diligently waited in his Chamber, 
and when any of the Beauties of the Courr 
came to viſit the ſick Prince, he curiouſly 
obſery'd the Emotions and Alterations in 
the Countenance of Antiochus, and by that 
means diſcover'd Stratonice to be the Object 
. .of his Flames; for when ſhe came in, either 
with the King, ot alone, Antiochus became 
muze, his Pafſion ſmothering his Words, a 
fiery Bluſh would mount into his Face, he 
would fix his Eyes upon Stratonice, and then 
preſently withdraw his ſtoln guilty Lone. 
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his Pulſe wonld be diſorder'd, a cold Sweat 
would ſeize upen'himand unable to ſupport 
the violent Paſſion, he would become ſenſfleſs 
and pale. Eraſiſtratus having made this Diſ- 
covery, acquainted Seleucxs, that his Son's 
Diſtemper was Love, but incurable, ' becauſe 
it is impoſſible for him to enjoy the Obje& 
of his Paſſion, and as impoſſible for him to 
live without it. The King demanding why 
he could not enjoy the ObjeQ, Eraſiſtratus an- 
ſwer'd, Sir, becauſe he 1s in love with my Wife. 
Upon this the King expoſtulated with the 
Phyfician, ſaying, How, my dear Eraſiſtratus ! 
will you not do me the Kindneſs as to beſtow your 
Wife upon my Son and Succeſſor, when there us no 
other way to ſave his Life ? Nay then, Six, re- 
plied the Phyſician, the Objett of the Prince's 
Love 1s your own Stratonice. Az, my dear 
Friend, anſwer'd Selcucus, may ſome kind: God 
or Man put the Safety of the Prince upon that 
Iſſue, 7 would part not only wity Stratonice, but 
my Empire, upon conditjon that I might Vs 
Antiochus.” And thereupon inſtantly ſum- 
moaned a Council, wherein the Marriage of. 
Anatiochus with Stratonice was agreed upon : 
And thus Demerrius's Daughter purſuing her 
Father's Example, entertain'd an unlawful 
Amour. | 
' Juſtice continu'd} to purſue Demerrius, fo 
that he fell ſick at, Pella of a deſperate Mala- 
dy, tne true Daughter of Intemperance and 
Luxory ; and during this Indiſpoſition Pyr- 
rhus took moſt part of the Kingdom of Aſa- 
cedonia from him ; and tho” he recover'd a 
great part of it afterwards, yet: his Go, 
0. 


a G2ncral Hiſtoy of Whoring. 


deſerting him, he was quickly deſpoil'd, of 


it again ; which threw Phila, ohe of. his 
Wives, into ſuch Deſpair, that ſhe poiſon'd 
her ſelf, After this he married Prolemaida, 
Daughter to Euridice, his Wife Phill 's Siſter, 
ſo that tho' Judgment follow'd. him now very 
cloſe, yet.he would not be diverted from his 
impure Amours. His Army, with which he 
fought againſt Agathocles, grew not only mu- 
tinous, but was grievoully afflicted with the 
Plague ; and he being hard preſſed ppon by 
his Enemies, had recourſe t > Seleuczs his Son - 
in-law, who at firlt was willing to have en. 
tertain'd him kindly, but being otherwiſe 
advis'd by his Council, he took Arms againſt 
him, and put him ſo to it, that he endea- 
vour'd to have kill'd himſelf bur being pre 
vented, ſurrender'd. himſelf up to $S- _— 
who made him a Priſoner, but gave him ho- 
nourable Entertainment. DPemetrizs, during 
this Reſtraint, gave himſelf wholly up t9 
Intemperance, which brought Diſtemp:rs 
upon/him that kill'd him, and fo he becawe 
his own Executioner, 

The next Inſtance which Plutarch affords 
us is, that famous one of ark Antony and 
Cledparra. He tells us, T hat Amory in his 


Youth was debauch'd by Curiv, who plun gd | 


him into all the Incoaveniences of Whori: 1 
and Drinking, and a_ Debt of 250 Tale: 
which was very ſhameful in one 6A ora, 
Antony did alſo incurr the Diſpleaſure of the 
better ſort of People, by his Midnigat Re- 
vels, his wild Expences, his rovling from 
one little Whore to another, his Naps in 
P 4 tne 
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the Day, and his Walks to digeſt his De- 
bauches, and then at Night again his Enter- 
tainments and Balls for the folemnizing the 
. Nuptials of ſome Comedian or Buftoon. 
Cytheries the She-Comedtan he doted on 
mightily, ſo” that ſhe was with him where- 
ever he went, and her Equipage was as 
ſplendid as his Mother's, He lodg'd his 
'Uttle Whores and ſinging Wenches, where- . 
ſoever he paſs'd, in the Houſes of ſerious 
Men and Women, which gave great offence, 
But that which compleated his Ruin was, his 
falling in love with Cleopatra, upon her co- 
ming to him at his Summons, for having aſ- . 
ſiſted Caſſizs 1n the Wars. Dalexs, who car- 
ried the Meſſage to her, had no ſooner ſeen 
her admirable Beauty, but he told her, 7: 
was impoſſible that ſs beautiful a Creature could 
receive any all treatment at the Hands of Anto- 
ny, and therefore advis'd her to make towards 
him in ſplendid Equipage. Accordingly ſhe 
embarks in the River Cyd2z, the Head of 
her Barge did ſhine with inlaid Gold, the 
' Sails were of Purple Silk, the Oars of Silver, 
which beat Time to the Flutes and Hautbois, 
ſhe her ſelf lay all-along under a Canopy of + 
Cloth of Gold curionſly embroider'd, dreſs'd 
as Venus 1s ordinarily repreſented, and beau- 
tiful young Boys ſtood on each ſide like Cu- 
pids, to fann her ; her Maids were dreſsd 
like Sea-Nymphs and Graces, ſome ſteering 
the Rudder, ſome working at the Ropes ; 
the Perfumes diffus'd themſelves from the 
Veſſel to the Shore,. which was all cover'd 
with Multitudes, the People running out of 
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the City to ſee this ſtrange Sight, left "4- 
fony alone upon the Tribunal, and a Rumor 
was ſpread abroad, That Yenus was come to 
feaſt with Bacchus, for the common Geod of 
Afia. As ſoon as ſhearriv'd, Anony ſent to 
invite her to Supper, but ſhe thonght it more 
decent that Antony ſhould come to her, who 
made: no great Difficalty to 'do it ; he 
found the Preparations very magnificent, but 
nothing was ſo admirable as the great num- 
ber of Lights, which were all of a ſudden 
let down 1n ſuch a multirude of Branches, 
and ſo ingenionſly diſpos'd, ſome in Squares 
and ſome in Circles, that Fame cannot ſpeak 
of a greater piece of Curioſity. Antony was 
ſo ſtrangely taken with this Woman, that 
notwithſtanding Fulvia his Wife maintain'd 
his an 1n Rome, _ Ceſar, with 
great difficulty, yet he fufter'd himſelf to be 
carried away by. Cleopatra. to Alexandria, 
there to lead an eaſie childiſh Life in Diver- 
tiſements too youthful tor his age, and in all 
manner of Luxury ; But they were ſo well 
pleas'd with it, that they calPd it, an inimita- 
ble Life, Cleopatra humour'd him in every 
thing, never left him Day nor Night, play'd 
* at Dice, drank with him, hunted with him, 
vent a rawbling with him at Nights, to di- 
ſturb and torment People under their Win- 
dows, dreſs'd like an ordinary Woman, for 
Antony went to thoſe Frolicks in Servants 
diſguiſe, and ſometimes would return ſound- 
ly beaten, 


While 
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While Antony ſpent, his time thus in Egypt, 
Vengeance -.was . purſving him  apaceg . for 
News was-brought him;;that his Wife Eulvis 
and her+Brother Lucizs, 'who had for ſome 
time. maintain'd his. Quarrel againſt Cz/ar, 
were driven out of 1raly, and that the Car- 
thiavs had. over-run a great part of Aſia. 
This rong'd, him out. of his Sleep, ſo that he 
ſet fail for Jraly with. Two hundred Ships, 
and meeting ſome of his Friends by the way, 
they told bk, That his Wife Fulvia being a 
Woman of an ambitious Spirit, had occaſion d the 
War, being in bopes that the Commotions in Italy 
would force Antony from Cleopatra. It hap- 
pen'd that Fulvia died at; Sicyon, on her way 
to meet 4ztony, which made;the Accommo- 
dation between him and Ceſar fo mnch the 


eaſier to be effefted ; and, to cement this ' 


Friendſhip. the more, ſtrongly, 4zrovy mar- 
ries Oftavia, Siſter to Ceſar ;, but this Amity 
was not ilong Liv'd, new Jealoufies betwixt. 
thoſe two Captains. began. ſuddenly to ap- 
pear, tho? for ſome time indeed they were 
hinder'd by O#avia from breaking out into-a 
Flame: ,: .. A | 

Bvt as ſoon as: Antony retoriyd into Syria, 
his nnlawful Amours with Cleopatra took fire 


afreſh, and he preſented -her with whole 


Kingdoms and Provinces at a tie, to, the 
great diſguſt of the Romans and tho' he had 
aſlembPd a vaſt Army, which made” /zdia 
tremble, and put all 4/z4in a Conſternation, 
yet all thoſe Preparations were of no uſe-to * 
him, he was ſo much charm'd and bewitcl”d 
with 
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with the: Thoughts of his Miſtreſs Cleopatre, 


and: long'd fo much to be with-her, that not. 


being able to endure the tediouſneſs of- a 
Meal,: he would ſtart. from[Table,” and run 
to.ſee if ſhe were coming... In the mean time; 
Ofavia, whom. he had left with her Brother- 
Ceſar, having: obtain'd Leave- from him to 
take a Journey to ſee Antony, ſhe was com- 
manded by him--to ſtay at-Ythens, tho? ſhe 
brought along with- her Clothes and Money 
for his Army, and a reinforcement of Soul- 
diers, Oftavia was much diſpleas'd at this, 
as ſhe had reaſon; but. ſo it muſt he, for Cleo- 
patra dreading that Octavia, who was a pru- 
dent Woman, and: powerfully ally'd, might 
interrupt 'the courſe of her Amours, ſhe-he- 
took her ſelf to dye for Love of Antony, 


which did ſo much preyail upon him, that he - 


abandon'd his Defign againſt Medza, and re- 
turn'd'to Alexandria. This injurious Treat- 
ment-of O#avia did highly incenſe her Bro- 
ther Ceſar, {o that he commanded her from 
her Husband's Houſe into his own, which ſhe 
refus'd to. obey, but, like a dutiful Wite, 
took care not. only of Antony's Children by 
her ſelf, but of thoſe alſo that he had by Ful- 
via; which honqnrable Deportment of hers 
did very, much. heighten the Reſentinents of 
the | Romans againſt Antony, who ſpent his 
time at Alexandria, in the height of Luxury 
and Inſolence;.affembling; the People in the 
publick place, where Thrones of Gold pla- 
ced in a State of Silver were erected for him 
and Cleopatra ;, their. Children. were ſtiled 
Kings of Kings, and jhe was dreſs'd 1n the 
Habit 
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Habit of; the Goddeſs 7s, and gave Andi- 
enceto the People under that Name; Theſe 
things being related'to the 'Senate -at Rome, 
by Ceſar, did mightily alienate the Hearts of 
the People from Antony, and fo matters came 
to an open Rupture betwixt him and Ceſar; 
by means of his unlawful Amours with Cleo- 
patra. 199, "ON TREE 

:* Great Military Preparations being made 
on both ſides, Cleopatra was refolv'd to ac- 
company her Paramour, dreading otherwiſe 
that a Peace might be contriv'd by the Me- 
diation of Otavia ; and the better to pre- - 
vail with him, ſhe furnifd near a Million 
of Money towards carrying on 'the War: 
And ſo far was Aztony tranſported with Rage 
againſt his Lawful Wife O#av4a, that he ſent 
Orders to Avme, that ſhe ſhould remove out of 
his Houſe, with all ber Children : And he. be- 
hav'd himſelf ſo inſolently to many Noble 
Romans, by Cleopatra's means, that they dee 
ferted him daily, and 'went over. to Ceſar, 
who did ſo much defpiſe Antony, 'becauſe of 
his Effeminacy, that he would talk publick- 
ly, That Antony had drank Potions that bereft 

him of his Senſes; and, that his chief Counſelors 

were an Eunuch and Cleopatra's Waiting-women. 

The Event verified, that Ceſar made a true 

Judgment of Things ; for tho? Antony had 

a. prodigious Force, viz. no lefs than Five 

hundred Galleys, moſt of them of eight and 

ten Banks of Oars, ſo very rich, that they 

ſeem'd deſign'd for a Triumph ;' and beſides 

theſe, he ' had One hundred thouſand Foot, 

and Twelye thouſand Horſe, and fix Vaſſal- 

Kings 
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Kings attending him ; yet he had no Con- 
dud to manage this mighty Force, but, con- 
trary to the Mind of his beſt Generals, he 
would venture all on a Sea-battel, becauſe 
Cleopatra delir'd: it, And this Luxnrious 
Woman, when Fortune had not. as yet de- 
termin'd it againſt him, did perfealy loſe 
him the Battel, by running away with fixty 
Sail 4n the heat of the Fight ; and he was ſo 
far beſotted with Love to her, that he im- 
mediately follow'd her, leaving his Fleet en- 
gag'd, and his Army without a Commander, 
that as Cleopatra had begun his Ruin, ſhe 
might be ſure to accompliſh it. In a little 
time Avrony was deſerted by all his Forces 
and Friends, and Cleopatra and he both ford 
to ſue to Ceſar for his Favour, who would 
not grant her any, except ſhe put Antony to 
death. And thus being reduc'd to Deſpair, 
and purſu'd to Alexandria it ſelf, the Naval 
and Land-Force that was left deſerted to 
Ceſar, which made Antony think that Cleopa- 
tra had betray'd him ; and ſhe being afraid 
that he might do her a Miſchief in his Rage, 
retir'd to.a Monument which ſhe had pre- 
par'd for her ſelf, and ſent him word, that 
ſhe was dead, upon which he ran himſelf into 
the Belly ; but, before he dy'd, Cleopatra had 
ſent to have him brought to her in the Mo- 
nument, wherein ſhe had enclos'd her ſelf 
with two- Women only. When he was . 
brought thither, ſhe” durſt not open the 
Door, for fear of being taken alive and car- 
ried to C2/ar, but let down Cords, to which 
Antony was faſten'd, and ſhe and her 4 = 
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Women draggd up. her dying- Patamonr, 
than which, a more ſad and tragical Spetta- 
"w could not be ſeen. When he got him 
ſhe laid him on her Bed, tore her Hair 
. her Clothes, and the ſenſe of her own 
Misfortunes was wholly ſwallow?d up in the 
thoughts of .his, -, She expreſs'd the greateſt 
Paſſion and Tenderneſs for, him imaginable, 
calling him her Zord; her Husband, and her 
Emperor, but in a little time he died.  C «ſar 
being inform'd of this, ſent Proculeius to en- 
deavour to take Cleopatra alive, it poflible, 
being afraid that ſhe would otherwiſe de- 
ſfroy all her vaſt Treaſures :. Proculzjus ha- 
ving ſent one to treat with her at the Door, 
did in the mean time get in at the Window 
where ſhe drew. up Antony, by the help of a 
Scaling-ladder, and ſurpriz'd her, upon 
which t} e drew a Dagger to have ſtabb'd her 
ſelf; but being prevented at that time, her 
Life was prolong'd for ſome days ; and ha- 
ving obtain'd Leave of Ceſar to pay her laſt 
Oblations.at the Tomb of the deceaſed Az- 
rony, ſhe lamented him in moſt pathetical 
and paſſionate Expreſſions, and retiring a- 
gain to her Monument, writ a Letter to C4- 
far, deſiring. that ſhe might be buried in the 
fame Tomb with Amtony, and ſtraitway poi- 
ſon'd her ſelf by the bite of an Aſp,, which 
ſhe had order'd to be brought her in a Bas- 
ket of Figs, and fo diſappointed Ceſar's de- 
ſign of leading her in T11umph. Thus did 
Juſtice purſue Antozy and Cleoparra;, and 
thus, by their valawfal Amuurs, they  occa» 
fion'd the death of many thouſands of Men, 
and 
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and at laſt brought themſelves to that Tra 
gical Exit; as fignal an Inſtance as -any. we 
ſhall meet with, of the truth of that Threat- 
ning, that Whoremongers and , Adulttrers God 

will puniſh. | FS 
_ In the Life of Marcus Tullins Cicero, Plu- 
tarch mforms us, T hat:Carilinethe Conſpira» 
tor, amongſt other heinous Crimes, ; was ac- 
cus'd of having deflower'd/his own-Daugh- 
ter, and furnishing his wicked fellow-Con- 
ſpirators with Women and Drink; : which 
ſhews how dangerous ſuch fellows are in any 
Government, and\ how eaſily they may be 
engag'd in:Conſpiracies againſt. thoſe. who 
would curb them in their Exceſles. | 

In that fame Life we have an- Account, 
that Cloxirs a noble Roman being inthe vigor 
of his Youth, and in love with Pompeia, Ce- 
ſar's Wite, he gets, privately into Ceſar's 
Houſe, in the Habit of a Minltrel, the Wo- 
men being then offering Sacrifice there, 
which it was not lawful for Men-either to 
hear or ſee. Clodius being a Youth, and 
Beardleſs, hoped to get to Poxwpeia among 
the Women unknown, but loſing himſelf in 
the Paſſage of that large Houſe by Night, 
Aurelia, one of Ceſar's Mothers Women, 
*ſpying him wandring up and down,enquird 
his Name, and thus, being neceſlitated to 
ſpeak, he was known by his Voice; which 
being. noiſed abroad, Ceſar - put away his 
Wife Pompeia, and Clodjus was proſecuted 
for prophaning the Holy Rites. Cicero, tho' 
his Friend, yet to preſerve his Quiet with 


Terentia his Wite; was forc'd to accuſe him. 
The. 
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The coaſh of Terentia's Spite 2gainſ Che 
dins was upon the account of his Siſter Clo- 
dia, who: had'a mind to marry Cicero, by 
whom ſhe Weg apqmently viſited, and "this 
gave Terentia Ground of Jealouſie. Clodins 
was alſo.' accus'd of Inceſt with his own 
Siſters, and of deflowring ſeveral other Wo- 
men, : but the Judges' being brib'd, he was 
acquitted. It appears alſo plainly enough, 
by. Plutarch, . that Cicero himſelf was not al- 
together without Blame, as to his Chaſtity, 
for he put away his Wife Terentia to marry 

# young Virgin, as ſhe alledg'd, for the ſake 
of her Beauty, or as his own emancipated 
Slave ſaid, for her .,Riches, to fatisfhie his 
Debts. Not long after this Marriage, his 
Davghter Txlja died, for which he prov'd 
nnconſolable, and put away his new-married 
Wife for ſeeming to: rejoyce at her Death ; 
but a further Judgment purſu'd him, for 
Antony bearing him an irreconcilable Hatred, 
ſent Aſſiſlins after him, when he fled from 
Rome, and murder'd him in the 64th Year 
of his age, his Hands and Head being cut 
off, and publickly aſhx'd-to the Roſtra at 
Rome . 

_ In the Life of Artaxerxes King of Perſia 
our Author informs us, "That that Prince be- 
ing deſperately in love with Aroſſa, one of 
his own Daughters, but concealing his Cri- 
minal Paſſion, fer fear of his Mother Pary/a- 
75, the wicked Woman, to further ſome'of 
her own miſchievous Deſigns. perſwaded 
bim to marry her, contrary to the Deter- 


minations of the Grecian Sages,  alledging; 
Thar * 
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That. be was determin'd by Providence. to be a 
Law to the Perſians ; and he is alſo accus'd by 
Heraclides the Cumear, and other Hiſtorians, 
of having likewiſe married his ſecond:-Daugh- 
ter _Arieſtris.: The Judgments which purſu'd 
this laſcivious. Prince were, that he was de- 
feated- in his War with the , Egyptians, and 
became contemptible in the Eyes of. his Syb- 
jects, upon the account of his unſucceſsful 
Expedition againſt the Caduſians, He was 
alſo puniſfd by : the Controverſies amongſt 
his Sons about. the Succeſſion,  agd by the un+ 
natural and villainous Amoyrs, of his -Son 
Ochus, with ;his Wife Arofa :/ therefore, to 
daſh the Hopes. of. his . Son Ochus,.. he proy 
claim'd, Dari, the elder Brother: his Succeſ- 
ſor, who ſoon after begg'd of the King, that 
he would give him Aſpaſia, who. was former- 
ly Cyrus's belaved Miſs, but. then Concubine 
to Artaxerxes, who tho? he. had Three hun- 
dred and Sixty molt exquiſite Beauties in his 
Seraglio, could not , endure to. part with 
Aſpaſia to Darins ;, but being conſtrain'd to 
it by the Law, he afterwards took Her from 
him, and created her Prieſteſs: to - Diana, 
which bound her to perpetual Chaſtity ; up- 
on which acconnt the unnatural Son conſpir'd 
againſt his Farker, at the Inſtance of Tiriba- 
245, who boxe .a mortal-Grudge-to Artaxer- 
xes, for having. married his, own-Dayghter 
Ameſtris, whom he had promis'd him to Wife; 
but the | Plot being, diſcover'd; Darins'was 
pux to death, ..as a juſt Recompence for his 
unnatural Luſt .,and Treaſon: Afrer this, 
Ochus by. his; kntereſt with A4roſſa; was ſtreng- 
| Q. then'd 
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then'd in his Hopes of Sncceſfion,, found 
Means to cut. off his other two. Brothers, 
Ariaſpes and Arſames, the Grief of -which 
kilf'd* Artaxerxes. And. thus was he juſtly 
puntfh'd by and in his own Children, becavſe 
of his horrid Uncleanneſs, leaving his Son 
Ochx: behind, who being the wicked Son of 
2 wicked Parent, prov'd a'Monſter of Cru- 
elty. 


Thus we have. hnild Plutarch's ſelet 
Lives, and dare referr it to the Judgment of 
the Ingenuous Reader, whether many of his 
Heroes have not been foully culpable, as to 
the point of Chaſtity, and as remarkably pu- 
niſh'd for the fame, We come, in the next 
place, to ſearch among the Ryman Emperors, 
where we find many remarkable Inſtances 
for .our purpoſe, and as remarkable Judg- 
ments purſning *eim., 

The firſt is Julius Ceſar, who tho? he tri- 
umph'd over moſt part of the then known 
World, yet was himſelf triumph'd over by 
his Luſts. When he was High-Prieſt of Ju- 
piter, he divorc'd C ſerie, a Lady of an Eque- 
ftrian Family, and of a very great Forture, 
to whom he had been contracted during his 
Minority, and marricd Cornelia the Daughter 
of Cima: Nor could all the Arguments of 
Sylla the Dictator prevail upon him to part 
with her ; Whereupon he was ſuſpended-his 
Sacerdotal Dignity, and had his. Eſtate ſe- 
queſtred, which forc'd him to abſcond and 
ſhift his Quarters almoſt every Night, tho? 

ſick of a Quartan Ague, and: with much _ 
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obtain'd his Pardon at laſt, Being thus un- . 
faithful to'the Marriage-bed, he was puniffd 
in the ſame Coin; ter, having afrerwards 
married Pomptia, ſhe was accus'd of Unclean- 
neſs with Clodixs, as has been already men- 
tion'd, who#had acceſs to her during publick 
Worſhip; whereupon he'divorc'd her. "The 
Laſciviouſneſs of his Mind may be alfo-gueſ- 
ſed at by his Dream, rhat he had raviſÞPd his 
own Mother, which tho' thoſe who pretended 
to interpret ſuch things told him, That it was 
a Preſage that he ſhould arvive at the Univerſal 
Monarchy, yet is a plain Indication of the 
predominaney of his Luſt: | 
Suerottins alſo atquaitits vs, That he dis 
vorc'd his Daughter Jia from Servitins Co 
pio her former Husband, (one who had ſtuck 
the faſteſt to him of all Men living, in his 
Diſpute with Bib«lus; his FeHow-Conſul)and 
married her to Pompey, which made him guil- 
ty of his Daughter's Adultery, and was a 
horrid piece of Ingratirude at the fame time; 
j And tho), it's tfneq he had great Succeſs in 
his War againſt the Gals, Germans, and Bri- 
tains, Yer he'was not without Checks from 
Divine Juſtice, having loſt a 'whole Legion 
by the Gals; had two of his Liewtenants de- 
feated on' the Frontiers of Germany, and loſt 
the greateſt part of his Fleet upon-the Coaſts 
of Brirain, And in his own Family he was 
puniſk'd, by the: Deathof/his Mother, his 
Daughter” Julia, and his Grand-daughter: 
Nor was he without danger of heing indicted! 
and try'd tor liis Life, for his Male-adriiimis 
ſtration during his Conſalſhilp, and of being 
| (Q 2 ut- 
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utterly ruin'd by Poxzpey, tho” he had'the good. 
Fostune to; overcome him at laſt in. that de- 
cifive Battel on the Phar/alian Plains. 
Suetonius. gives us a particular. Enumerat1- 
on of his Atnonrs, 'which have: ſpread his 
Infamy:as far as ever his Fame. reach'd :. His 
being a 'Catamite, 'and guillty,of Sodomy with 
Nicomedes King: of 'Bythinja, -occalion*d many 
Railleries upon him, and expos'd him to the 
Contempt of his Enemies; as, when he ſwag- 
ger'd one day' in the Senate, and iaid, He 
would run down his Adverſaries ; they reply'd, 
That He would find that' an bard T ask for a Wo- 
man ;, alluding to liis being proſtituted by 
Nicomedes, They call'd him alſo The Queen 
of Bythinia's Cuckoldmaker, the; Bamgybouſe of 
Bythinia, az4 Nicomedes's Stable; . His Ad- 
verſary Bibiulus ſaid ' of him,-iwhen he pro- 
{crib'd him, That formerly he affeted a King, 
but now a Kingdom., Ottavins, a prating Fel- 
low, whoſe Tongae uſually got the ſtart of 
his. Wit, did one day, before -a . great com» 
pany, when he ſalyted Pompey by the Name 
of King, give.Ceſar the Title of Queen. Ci- 
cero upbraided him with thoſe things, in his 
Epiſtles ; and,when Ceſar, in his Plea before 
the Senate for ;/a Daughter to the faid 1Vz- 
comedes, inſiſted upon the gaod Offices” that 
King had done him, Cicero cut; him ſhorr, 
ſaying, No move of that, let me beg you, Str ; 
we all know very well what has paſſed betwixt you 
tws,/ Nay, the very Soulkdiers::who attended 
his Ghariot in; his Ga/ic Triumph, : amongſt 
other '/Lampoons ns'd npon ſach occaſions, 
had, this noted Lampoon : ,-' 


Gal- 
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Gallas Caſar ſuvegit, Nicomedes Ceſarem id 
Ecce Ceſar nunc Friumphat qui ſubegit Gailtas, 
Nicomedes non triumphat qui ſubegit Ceſarem. | 


Which may be English'd thus : 


Fox conqu ring Gaul, Ceſar doth Lawrels wear, 
But Nicomedes doth no Trophies tear, F 
1ho* he made Conqueſt of the'Conquerer. 

He is generally ſaid to have been much 
inclin'd alſo-to luſt after Women, and to 
have been very prodigal in his Amours. He 
debauch'd ſeveral Ladies.of good Quality, as 
Pofthumia the Wife of Servius Sulpitins, Loltia 
the Wite of Gabinius, Tertulla the Wife of 
Craſſus, and Mucta, Pompey's Lady, infomuch 
that the Curio's- upbraided Pompey, that the 
Extravagancy of his Ambition should ever 
induce him to marry the Daughter of that 
Man, for whoſe Intimacy with his Wife he 
was oblig'd to divorce her, after he had three 
Children by her, and frequeatly to own him- 
ſelf a Cuckold. 

Ceſar had a mighty Paſſion for Serwia, the 
Mother of Bratzs, whom he preſented with 
a Jewel that coſt him 60000200 Seſterces, be- 
ſides other conſiderable Boons, and the cheap 
Purchaſe of many noble Farms expos'd to 
publick ſale ; and People being ſurpriz'd at 
her good | Bargain, Cicero quibdFd upon it, 
ſaying, They would reckon it a better Bargain if 
they knew that Tertia was dedutta ;, meaning, 
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that she had proſtituted her Danghter Terria 
as well as her ſelf, to'Ceſar. 

. Ke likewiſe debauci'd ſeveral Provincial 
Ladies, for which his Souldiers, 18 his Gal- 
lick Triumph, lampoon'd him in this man+ 
ner : 


Cits, now be ſure to keep your Wives at home, 

For here's a bald triumphant Stallion COpne © 
'{n Gaul they made: thee pay for Whoring dear, 

But thou of Cits maRft Cuckolds grat1s here, 


He is alſo accus'd of Unlawful Amours 
with ſeveral Queens, as Eumoe, Wife to Bogyd 
King of Afozoceo, to whom he gave. many 
magnificent Preſents ; but - his Darling-Mj- 
ſtreſs was Cleopatra, whom he often treated 
all Night long, and had certainly accompa+» 
nied her in her. Pleaſare-poat as far as eArhio- 
pia, had not his Army 'refus'd to comply 
with the Frolick ;- and upon her he begat a 
Son, Who was calld Ceſario. Nay, he was 
ſo infamous both for ARive and Paflire Un- 
cleanneſs, that Curio the Father, in an Ora- 
tion, call'd him, Every Womar*s Man, and 
every Man's Women. He was fo inſatiable in 
his Luſt, that Hevizs Cinna, Tribune of the 
People, acknowledg'd, that he had a Bill 
ready prepar'd by him, which Czſar com- 
manded him to get paſs'd into a Law, where- 
by he might be anthort/?d to marry what 
Wives, -and in what Number he pleas'd, .to 
ſecure him Iſle: Yet Infinite Juſtice order'd |. 
it ſo, that he left no Law ful Iſſue behind Bon 
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a General Hiſtozy of Whoring. 

We coine now to take notice of the Judg- 
ments that purſu'd him; ſome of 'em/did re- 
preſent 'his Crime in legible CtraraQters as 
that of his Wife Pompeias Intrigue with Clo- 
ain, which'was fo pnblick, thar Clodius was 
proſecuted for the fame ; as has been alrea- 
dy mention'd. It is alfo'very well known 


- to what Dangers his Conteſts and Wars with 


Pompes expos'd him, and how At laſt he was 
murther'd-in the Senate, notwithſtanding all 
the Warnings he had giv'n him of the Deſign. 


And it deſ-rves a'particular Remark, that 


Brits, whom many ſuſpe&ed to be his own 


Son, his infamous Familiarity with- his Mo-. 
ther being notorious, was one of thoſe that: 


ſtabb'd him'; whereupon he cried out, Whar, 
and art you" one of them alſo, you my Som Bru- 
tns ? This is certainly one of [the molt te- 
markableInſtances of God's punithing Whore- 
moiigers atid Adiilterers that is to be found in 
Hiſtory ; when he who thovghr himſelf ſe- 
core from #1} Attempts, as being above them, 
and was ſo minch dored on and ador'd by the 
People, that of their own accord they ran in 
queſt of the Murderers up and down the Ct- 
ty, atid burnt their Houſes, and afterwards 
worſhip'd liim” as a God, when this Man 
could not avoid the juſt Hand of God, which 
did fo remarkably find him out at laft, and 
puniſh him for ' his Uncleanneſs and other 
Crimes. 

The next is Auguſtus Ceſar, of whom Cne- 
ronins gives vs this following Account, 1Tat 
having divorc'd his Wife Sc#ibozra, becauſe 
of her fcqyard and pceviſh Humour, he fell 
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in love with, Livia Druſilz,, the, Wate of 77- 
berius Nero, from whom he-.took: her by. 
force, tho” at the ſame time ſhe was big with 
Child ; and tho' he lov?d. her. paſhonately, 


' yet he never had any Children by her, for 


ſhe miſcarried of the only Child, that ever 
ſhe conceiv'd by him, which was a very juſt 
and remarkable Judgment: - He married. his. 
Daughter. Julja to. Agrippa, who was at 
that very time. married to Marcella, and had.. 
ſeveral Children by her ; and afcer his death 
he married, her to. Tiberius, whom he forc'd 
to put away, his Wife, then big with Child, 
and who had born: him diverſe. Children. 
Judgment purſy'd him for; thoſe Unjuſt and 
Tyrannical Proceedings, for both the Julia's, 
his Danghter and Grand-daughter, were n0- 
toriouſly infamous ; . his. Grandſons, Caius 
and Zucius,. he, loſt in, Two and. twenty 
months one after another ; his third Grand- 
ſon, Avrippa, prov'd ſo unruly aud brutiſh, 
that he tranſported him into an, Ifland, under 
a Guard, and obtain'd a Decree, of the. Se- 
nate, to have him kept in the ſame place as 
long as he liv'd ; and every time mention 
was made of the two Julia's, with Tears in. 
his Eyes, and fetching a deep Sigh, he would 
utter a Verſe of Homer to this purpole ; 


O that Inter the Name of W ife bad known, ? 
And without Children to my Grave had gone. 


Nor did he uſe to call them, by any other 
Name, but thoſe of his three. Excreſcencies or 
Impoſthumes. "- F 


a General Hiitow of UWthozing. 

It is further obſervy'd, - that he was effemi- 
nate in his Youth ; Marc. Antony upbraided 
him with being his Uncle Julizs Ceſar's Cata- 
mite; that he had alſo been guilty.of proſti- 
tuting himſelf to the unnatural. brutiſh Luſt 
of A. Hortius, itt Spain, for 300000 pieces of 
Mony. The whole Body of the People be- 
ing alſo aſſembled one day to behold a cer- 


tain Interlude, they unanimouſly expounded 


and applauded a Verſe pronounced upon'the 
Stage to his diſhonour, »iz. 


Videſne ut Cinedus Orbem digito temperet. 
In English thus : 


Behold that Catamite, how he the Orb 
Of ſpacious Earth can with his Finger curb. 


His Friends own'd that he was-addiced to 
the Crime of Adultery, but alledge in excuſe 
of it, That it was by the familiarity with the 
Wives to diſcover the Secrets of their Husbands. 
Mare. Antony charges him with: taking a La- 
dy out of the Room in her Husbands pre- 
ſence, and bringing her back again with her 
Ears glowing and her Lacks in diſorder : He 
accuſes him of putting, away Scribonia, be- 
cauſe ſhe complain'd roo freely of the Pride 
and-Imperiouſneſs of one of his-Concubines ; 
and that moreover he us'd to imploy Thors- 
21:45 to find out Women for him, who, after 
the Bargain was'made, were to be ſtrip'd and 
expos'd to their View, as if they had beento 
be ſold in open Market. 

| There 


243 


234 


There was alfo a Story flew about of hin; 
of a private Supper which he made, vulgar] 


' call'd,, The \Swpper of rhe” twelve Gods, at what 


time the Gueſts ſote down in the ' Habits of 
Gods and Goddeſſes, he himſelf repreſenting 
Aſpoſio, upon which the following Verſes were 


made, viz. 


Cugt-primum iftorum conduxit mehſa Choragum 
Sexque Deos widis Mallia, ſexqut Deas." 

Impia dum Phebj Caſar mendaria ludit, 

Dum nova divorum cenat Adulteria. ' 

Onmi ſe iT erris time Numina detlinarunt, 


Fugit & Auratos Jupiter ipſe Thronos. 
In Engliſh thus : 


Soon a3 the Veſt ments for rhe Feaſts were bird, 


Stx Gods, fix Goddeſſes thewiſelves attir'd 
In Wallia's vieth ; + pet 
And impius Czſar nothing would ſuffice © 
But Pheebus Shape, and der that diſpuife 
Th Ada teries of the Gods'to aft anew, 
| But then the Gods withdrew, © 
"From Sights on Earth they ronald not brook, 
And Jove bimſclf their gilded Thrones forfook. 


Thus, we ſee, this great and excellent Erg- 
peror, who was in a manner ador'd and ad- 


mir'd by alt Men, could nor, with all his 


Magmihcence and Bounty, and the Fame of 
his' other Actions, wipe off that indelible 
Stain which thoſe Impuritics had kx'd upon 
his Memory ;; ſo infallibl7 true 1s it what $0- 


 lomon hath faid of the Adulterer, T hat ' a 


I/ound 
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a Getieral Þifto of Whozine. 
Wound and,g Diſhonour' be ſhall get, and bit Re- 
proach ſhall not be wiy'd away. - 

The next Inſtance is that of Tiberius Ceſar, 
who, to comply with the Emperor Arpuſis, 
divorc'd his Wite Aprippiya, who had born 
him a $on, 'and was then big witk Child, to 
marry J=/;a Daughter to the ſaid Emperor, 
much againſt his Inchination. This Marriage 
as it was unlawful, did juſtly prove uncom- 
fortable, ſo that ſome''time after the Death 
of his pon by Jalia, there aroſe ſuch a Diffe- 
rence betwixt them, that from that minnte 
he forbore-the uſe of her Bed; and ſhe being 
convicted of Adulteries, a Divorce was drawn 
pp againſt her in his Name, and ſent him by 
Auguſtus. After this Tiberius retir'd to Ca- 
rea, where he gave himſelf up to Drink and 
Loſt, inſfomuch that he was call'd Biberias, 
inſtead. of Tiber;us, and Mero inſtead of Nero, 
and- was waited on at Meals by Wenches. 


There he invented Alcoves, which he fur- * 


niſh'd with Whores, and Catamites, and lewd 
Diſcoverers of nngatural and beaſtly Poſtures 
and Motions, and thoſe he calld-Spin&rie 
the Incendiaries of his Luſt : He entertain'd 
himſelf Þy ſeeing them. in three ſeveral rows 
abuſing each other, thereby to excite his de- 
cay'd Appetite. He provided likewiſe ſeve- 


ral Chambers hung about with filthy PiQures 


and infamous Statues, and. furnifh'd them 
with the abominable Books of Elephants, that 
if any one had a mind to be prodigioully 
wicked; he might not want a Pittern to fin 


by. He invented alſo in the Woods, Walks | 


and Grottoes proper for the buſineſs of De- 
bauchery, 
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bauchery, where young People of both Sexez 
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proftituted themſelves in the Maſquerades 01 
Nymphs and Satyrs ; 1o-that, in alluſion to 
the Iſland and his beaſtly Luſtfulneſs, he was 
publickly. derided by. the. Name Caprinens, 
One incredible piece of Debauchery hg was 
ovilty. of; viz. that he debauch'd young,Chil- 
dren..y&-in ignorance, calling them þ.l;t:le 
Fry, teaching them ta play between, his 
Thighs. while he ſwam, to lick, and tongue, 
and fuck him like Infants not yet weaned. 
It is alſo. ſtoried. of, him, that when K'piece 
of Parrhaſius's. Work, repreſenting Atalanta 
offering, her Mouth in that manner to /{glea- 


ger, was left him for. a-Legacy,. with, ;condi- 


tion, that, if he fancied.;not-the Delign, he 
mould, ;receive in hen thereof a Million of 
Sefterces, he not only choſe;,the Picture, [but 
placed it an his very Bed-chamber,. And one 
time, when he was performing Sacrifice, he 
was ſo ſeiz'd with a Fit.ot this unnatural. Paſs 
fion towards the Boy,,. thar carried the Cen- 
for, that he could ſcarce. reſtrain himſelf till 
the Sacrifice was over, and as ſoon as- that 
was done, he debauch'd both that Boy, and 
his Brother; and hearing that they upbraid- 
ed ane another with that .Ignominy. after- 
wards, he order'd both their Leggs: to be 
broken:.; | 
He was wont to abuſe Women, and thoſe 
of Quality too, very -unnaturally ; as was 
evident in the Caſe of Mallovia, who being 
brought him by his Panders, and reſolutely 
withſtanding nis Brutiſh-Deſires, was cited 
before him upon the Depolitions of ſaborn'd 
Wat- 
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Witneſles, where he ask'd her openly, if ſhe 
did not yet repent of her coy Refuſal, and 
vex'd her ſo, that ſhe at laſt went out of 
Court and {tabbd her ſelf, having before- 
hand ſufficiently repreach'd' the old Goatifh 
Lecher, with his vaſty and obſcene Mouth, 
upon which, in the next. Farce, a ſevere Re- 
fleftion was made upon him. which took 
mightily, and was in- every-body's Mouth; 
the Expreſſion was thus: The old , He- -g0Mt 
licks the Pudenda of the She-goats. 

Such Practiſes muſt neceſſarily be thought 
to render him odious, .and therefore he kept 
in his Retirement, as net daring; to venture 


himſelf among the Peopke, yet Juſtice found |. 


him out ; our Author gives us an Account, 
that Cains was ſuppos'd to have. given- him 
Poyſon, which- wrought vpon bi oF, de- 
grees ; others ſay, that they ſtarv'd him; 
. and ſome, that he was ſtifled with, a Pillow 
in the 78th year of his age. 

The next that. falls. vnder our Conſidera- 
tion is Caligula, of whom Suetonius gives. us 
this following Account, viz. That during his 
Youth he ſpent Nights i 1n haunting Brothel- 
houſes, and meeting upon Adulterous;Aſlig- 
nations, diſguis'd in a Perruque and a long 
Gown, 'and was moſt paſſionately addi&ted 
to Dancing, Singing, and all the Alurements 
of the Stage ; with every one of his Siſters 
he was inceſtuouſly familiar, and. at. all. his 
Entertainments they were placed next helow 
him by turns, while his Wife fate at the vp- 
per end of the Table. Among the reſt, he 
1s reported to have debauch'd Drxſilia,,. while 
he 
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he was yet but a Youth, and was once taken 
a-Bed wit her by bis Grandmother Antonia; 
foon after being married to Luci Caſſits 
Longinus, he” took her 'away from him by 
force, and liv'd with her as if ſhe had been 
his Wife; and, after her Death, it was his 
uſual Oath to fivear by Druſilla's Deity. As 
for his other Siſters, he did not love them 
ſo paſſionately, bur did frequently proſtitate 
them to his Ganimedes, which afforded him 
a more eaſie Opportunity to condemn! them 
in the Caſe of efmilins Lepidus, of whom he, 
was afraid, for Adultery. | 

As to his Marriages, he contrated and 
diffoly'd *em with equal Igriominy. Upon 
the very day that Livia Oreſtilia was married = 
to C. Piſo, he being preſent at'the Wedding, 
commanded her to be brought home 'to his 

Palace-as his own Wife, but within a few 
days turn'd her off again, and two years af- 
ter . baniſh'd her, pretending that- ſhe had 
convers'd privately with her Husband in the 
mean. time. Others report, That being in- 
vited to the Nuprtial- Snpper, as he ſate over 
againſt P;ſo, he ſent” one'to whiſper in his 
Ear theſe words, Forbear to lie with my Wife ;, 
and preſently after riſing from the Table, 
led her home along with him, and next day 
ſet forth a Decree, declaring, That bh: was 
married according to the Example of Romulus 

and Augnſtis Loltia Paulina being married 
to'a Perfon of Conſulat” Degree, and Gene- 

tal of. the Army; upon hearing that 'her 

Grandmother was one of the moſt beavtifal 

Ladies of her Time, he'became ſo Ig 
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of the Grandchild, that he ſent-'for her out 
of the Province where ſhe was, forc'> her 
from her Husband; took her to himfelf, and 
in a;ſhort time likewiſe tornd her off, for- 
bidding her for ever after the knowledye of 
any other Man, Ceſonia, tho? neither hand- 
ſom nor young, and the Mother of three 
Daughters by another Man, he'toxd ſb paſ- 
ſionately, that he would ofteri ſhew her"to 
his Souldiers riding by his fide; with her 
Horſeman's Coat embroider'd, and frequent- 
ly ſtark naked to his Familiars: 

"Being brought to want Money by thoſe his 
extravagant Courſes, he invented new and 
unheard-of Impoſts ; one - was; that he exa- 
aed from common Proftitutes' the Gratuity 
for one Nights Familiarity, and oblig'd\mar= 
ried People alfo to pay a certain Rate for 
the uſe of the Marriage- bed. He built alſo 
a 'Brothe}-houſe 1n his own Palace. with A- 
partments ſuited to the Dignity of the place 
for Ladies and Gentlemen tg+enjoy* their 
clandeſtine Amours ; and, to force a Trade, 
he fent his Officers about to invite both 
young and old to bring their Miſtrefles ro 
his Convemencies, of whom, when they came, 
he receiv'd his ignominious Toll, which there 
were Perſons ready to receive, and ſet down 
the Names of every Man in a Book, as Eene- 
fa4ors to Ceſar*ARevenne. 

We come now to take notice of ' the 'Pu- 
niſhments which befel him : Jt is natural to 
concelye, that thoſe Debauches impair'd his 
Health, ſo that he never had_ any either in 
Body or Miad. It was believ'd thathis Wife 
Ceſo- 


<. 


2 


wy 


Qa- 


- + An Eſſay towards - 
Ceſonia had\drench'd him with a Philter, or 
Love-potion, which depriv'd. him of his Sen- 
ſes, and almoſt made him- mad, ſo- that he 
never -{leptabove three hours in a N ht, and 
then alſo was diſturb'd with, troubleſome 
Dreams, and Viſions ; at laſt becoming hate- 
ful and intolerable by his Luſts and Cruelty, 
he was cut.off by Caſſius Cherea and Cornelius 
Sabinus, Tribunes, and other. Conſpirators, 
as he was going to fee: the Pyrrhick Dances, 
the.one giving him a mortal Wound in the 
Neck with his, Hanger, . and. the other run- 
ning him quite through the, Body, This vi- 
cious Monſter had render'd the Name.of the 
Ceſars {io odious,. that the Romans hada mind 
after his Death to. have aboliſhd their Me- 
mory, and. lay. their Temples in Aſhes, 

[The next Inſtance 1s Claudius Druſus Ceſar, 
whoſe Father Druſus being unlawfully begor, 
the luſtful Contagion was, 1t:ſeems, by that 
ſame means convey'd to the: Grandſon, who 
In his. Youth! kept.company with none but 
looſe debauch'd Fellows, and -follow'd their 


| \ bad Example. . Livia Medullina died on the 


very day: appointed for her being married 
to bim... His. Wite Urgulanilia he divored 
for notorious. Proſtitution, and every-body 


knows how unfaithful the infamous Meſſalina 


his Couſin-German was-to him ; upon which 
he ſolemnly declar'd, that he would for the 
future keep himſelf a Widower, and that he 
would treely forgive them, tho” they ſhould 
kill him,if not. Yet ſoon after he fell inTreaty 
with Pelina, whom he had put away before, 
and then with Lolia Paulina ;, at :length he 

en- 


a General Hiſtozy of Thong; 
engagd in an inceſtuous Amour with Agrip= 


piza, Daughter to his Brother Germarxnicu:, 
and ſuborn'd certain perſons-to moye;, that 


he- might be conſtraird to marry Agrippina, - 


as being the only means conducible to per- 
petuate the Publick Tranquility, and that 
there might be a 'Toleration alſo for others 
to contra Marriages in the ſame degree, 
which till that time had always been accoun- 
ted inceſtuous : He was ſo impatient, that 
he could not ſtay till the next day to prepare 
for his Wedding. There was none how- 
ever that follow'd his inceſtuous Example, 
but a certain Libertine, and a chief Centuri- 
on of a Legion, to both which Weddings he 
invited himſelf and his Wife Aprippina, for 
the encouragement of others. His Unclean- 
neſs was puniſh'd, amongſt ather things, by 
the loſs of his Son Drſzs, who having toſsd 
a Pear up into the Air, and gaping to catch 
it again, it fell ſo exa4tly into his Throat, 
that it choaked him. He was ſo much be- 
ſotted, he ſign'd Writings for the ſettlement 
of a Dowry upon the Contra& of Marriage 
between his Wife Meſalina and her Adulte- 
rer Sitizs, being made believe that *twas only 
a Contrivance found out to delude the Fates 
themſelves, and to transfer upon the Head 


of another Man thoſe Diſaſters which the. 


Predictions of the Soothſayers arid ſeveral 
Prodigies had fix'd upon his Perſon ; and at 
laſt he was poiſon'd by a Muſhroom which 
Agrippina'gave him. | 
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The ne+t Inſtance is Nero, the Son of Do- 
mitius and the wicked Aprippina aboye men- 
tion'd, whoſe future Miſchievous Tegiper 
his Father predi&ted, when the Nobility came 
to compliment him upon Mero's Birth, viz. 
That there could nothing proceed from him and 
Agrippina but what was deteſtable, and would 
prove pernicious to the Commonwealth : Which 
every man who 1s acquainted with Hiſtory 
knows to have been exactly fulfild. 

Sretonius gives this following Account of 
him, viz. Thar his Petulancy, Luſt, Luxury, 
Avarice, and Cruelty he practis'd by de- 
grees, and at firſt conceal'd 'em under the 
Excuſes of Indiſcretion and Heat of Youth ; 
but yet he could not carry it ſo, but that 
every-body ſaw they were rather the Vices 
of. Nature than Age. So ſoon as it grew 
duskiſh, away he flew in diſguſe to Tippling- 
houſes, Cooks-ſhops,&c. frolicking ahd ſcou- 
ring about the Streets, -beating ſuch as were 
going home late from Supper ; ſome little 
Shops he would alſo break open and rifle, 
and afterwards fell the Spoils. In thoſe 
Quarrels he ſeveral times ran the hazard of 
his Life, being- once almoſt bruis d to death 
by a Senator, whoſe Wife he: would have ta- 
ken from }:im in the'Street. 

Befides a great [number of Pages, whom 
he made vſe of in his unlawful Pleaſures and 
his Contaminations of married Women, he 
deflower'd Fubr:.:, one of the Veſtal Virgins, 
and would very fain have married Ate a 
Slave, ſuborning ſeveral Perſons of Conſular 
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degree, to ſwear that ſhe was of Royal Ex. 
traction, Sporas, a young Boy, after he had 
caus'd 'him to be gelt, he endeavour'd to 
have a'together transform'd into a Woman, 
and after he'had veiPd him, married him, 
and. ſettlYd a Dowry upon him with all the 
Ceremonies of a ſumptuous Wedding, he 
kept him at home as his Wife ; upon which 
the Wits of thoſe times faid, rt had been wel 
for the World if Domitivs his Father had had 
ſach a Wife. This Sporus he carried about 
with him, in a pompous and coſtly Habit, as 
if he had been the Empreſs her ſelf, under 
the Title of Auguſta, to all the trading 
Towns of Greece, and: ſoon after ſhew'd him 
openly at Rome, 1n the Sjpillarian Street, and 
would frequently kiſs him as they fate toge- 
ther in the ſame Litter. He ſent for a Har- 
lot, who was very like his Mother Agrippi- 
na, and entertain'd her among the reſt of his 

Concubines ; and he was accus'd of abomina- 

ble Inceſt with his own Mother as often as 

he rode in the ſame Litter with her, which 

was*difcover'd by tie Pollutions that be- 

imear'd his Clothes. 

His own Chaſtity he proſtituted in ſuch a 
manner, that there was hardly a Member of 
his Body undefil'd,. infomuch tnat at length 
he invented a new fort of Lechery, which 
was, £5 cover himfſelt all over with the Skin 
of ſme wild Beaſt, and ſo to be let out of a 
Cage, that he might fly upon the Secrets of 
Men and Women that were tizd to a Stake ; 
and after he had that way gratified his mon- 


ſtrous Luſt, he proſtrated his 9wn Body to 
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his enfranchis'd Bondmari Doryphorys, who 
had married him as he himſelt had wedded 
Sporxs, and In that paſſive poſture counter- 
feitzd the ſoft Cries and Complaints of a 
new-bedded Virgin. He was fo very vite 
himſelf, that he "believ'd every-body to be 
ſo, only that they diſſembl'd their Vices, and 
were private in their Debauches ; and if any 
Man would but confeſs their Obſcenities to 
him, he pardon'd all the reſt of their Crimes. 
His impious Mother was remarkably pur- 
ſued by the Divine Vengeance, which gave 
her up to the unnatural Fury of the Monſter 
her Son, to whom ſhe had ſo unnaturally pro- 
ſtituted her Body ; for after he had divers 
ways attempted to rid himſelf of her, but in 
vain, he at laſt commanded her to be kill'd, 
as having conſpird againſt his Life ; which 
being eſicected, he ran with eager Curiofi ry 
to view the naked Body of his Mother, 
ſhe lay weltring in her Blood, and handled 
all her Limbs, of which he commended ſome 
for their Beauty and Shape, and diſprais'd 
others ; ard happening to be thirſty in_the 
midſt b his unnatural Survey, he* was ſo 
little concern'd, that he quench'd his Thirſt 
over his murder*d Parent, who left the 
World with that ſevere Reproof to him, 
when his Murderers approach'd her, viz. 
That rhey ſhould ſirike ber Zelly firſt, mbuch had 
brought forth ſuch a Monſter into the World as 
Nero. After this batbarons and unnatural 
Murther, the wicked Monſter neyer enjoy'd 
Quiet, but was conſtantly purſu'd with Hor- 
roue 
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rour of Conſcience, and cry'd out, That he 
was haunted by his Mother's Ghoſt. 

Nero had alſo a plurality of Wives, viz. 
Ottavia, Poppea Sabina, and Statilia Meſſalina, 
having kilPd Arricus Veſtinus, the Husband of 
the latter, that he might enjoy her. His 
Wife OX#avia he endeavour'd ſeveral times 
to have ſtrangled, and divorc'd her under 
pretence of Barrenneſs; but perceiving the 
People took her Part, he put her to death, 
upon a falſe Accuſation of Adulteries, He 
had an entire Love to his Wife Poppea, yer 
kill'd her with a kick upon the Guts when 
ſhe was big with Child, becauſe ſhe reprov'd 
him for ſtaying too late at his Chariot-dri- 
ving Exerciſes. He put Antonia, the Daugh- 
ter of Claudius, to deaih, for refuſing to mar- 
ry him after the Gdeath of Poppea. He alſo 
murder'd Aulus Plantins,a young Gentleman, 
whoſe Body he had forcibly ded before- 
hand, and after he had killd him, uſed this 
taunting Expreſſion, Now let my Mother go 
and hiſs my Succeſſor, giving It out, That bc 
was his Mother's Gallant, and by her ſpurr'd on to 
lay Claim to the Empire. 

his villainous Monſter having wallow'd 

a long time in unnatural Luſts and cruel 
Murders, became hatefu! to every one. He 
ſet Kume on fire with his own Hands, which 
was a juſt Judgment of God upon that City, 
fr ſuffering it ſeif to be ſer on fire by his 
raging Luſts: After that, they were vilited 
with a Peſtilence, which cut off many thou- 
» ſands ef *em. ' His Souldiers In two of the 
Chief Brirriſh Garriſons were maſlacred, and 
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many of the Romans and their Allies were 
ſlaughter'd in other places of that Iſland. 
His Legions i in the Faſt had the Ignominy of 
"eing put under the Yoke; and all Syria was 
!jke tO be loſt, ſo cloſely did Vengeance pur- 
{ve him. Then France and Spain Tevolted, 
under the Condu& of Galba and Vindex, 
which ſo ſtruck him, tho” he ſeem'd little 
concern'd at his former Diſaſters, that he 
ſank down, and for a long time lay Speech- 
leſs, like one that had neither Life nor Soul, 
and when he came to himſelf, he fell a rear- 
ing his Clothes, thump'd himſelf about the 
Head, and at length cried out, that he was 
wndone * But being art laſt convinc'd of- the 
neceſlity of making head againſt his Enemies, 
his firſt Care was, to. provide Waggons to 
carry his Scenical Machines and Mulical In- 
ſtruments, and to have his- Concubines, 
which he deſi gn'd to carry with him, trim'd 
with their Hair cut ike Men, and arm'd with 
Battel-axes and ſmall round Targets, after 
the manner of Amazons, ſo far was he judi- 
cially given up to his Luſts. 

In the mean time he was terrified with 
frightful Dreams: and dreagtul Omens, ſech 
as that he was dragg d into hideous Darkneſs 
by his Wife Otavia, and that his Body was 
cover'd with a multitade of wir.ged Emmets; 
the Doors of the M avſolewm few open of their 
own accord, and a Voice was heard from 
thence, ſummoning him diſtinctly, by his 
Name. Ir was alſo obſerv'd, that the laſt 
Tragedy which: he aGted in publick was 
Oedipus exil'd, which concluded in theſe 
Words, 


, 
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Words, that were very applicable to him, 
VIL. | 


Thus Wife, thus Mother, and thus Father call 
For merited Revenge, and I muſt fall. 


Then, upon freſh Intelligence that the Ar- 
mies were revolted, he tore the Letters as he 
ſate at Dinner, overturn'd the Table, call'd 
for a Doſe of Poiſon, and retir'd into the 
Servilian Gardens, where he tormented him- 
felf with perplexing Thoughts what to do 
in this Diſtreſs; ſomettmes he thonght of 
throwing himſelt at the Feer of Galba, or to 
implore the Afiſtance of the Parthians; and 
ſometimes he thought of putting himſelf in 
Mourning, humbling himſelf to the People, 
and begging their Pardon before the Roſtra 
| but from that was deterr'd, fearing he ſhould 
he torn in pieces before he got to the Forum ; 
ſo waving the matter till next day, he wak'd 
about Midnight, and then finding his Guards 
drawn off, he leap'd out of his Bed, and ſent 
up and down for his Friends, but none of 
them coming to him, he went himſelf, with 
ſome few Attendants, to their Houſes, where 
meeting with no admitrance, he return qd to 
his Chamber. from whence by that time the 
few of his Guards that remain'd had alſo 
march'd off, having firſt rifled his Apart- 
ments, and carried off, amongſt other things, 
his Gold Box with the Doſe of Poiſon in it ; 
which put him into that Deſpair, that he ſenr 
for. any of the publick Executioners to di- 
ſpatch him, and none of them beirg to he 
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found, he cried out, What, have 1 ntither 
-rd; nor Enemies ? and ran away, as if he 

- have thrown himſelf into the -Tiber ; 

porn ſecond Thoughts, he began to 

{ ſome private lurking place, "where 

ight confider what to do, and for that 

| mounted on Horſeback barefoot, and in 
;>rdid Apparel, with a thin Handkerchief 
before his Face, to have retir'd to a Country 
Houſe helonging to one of his enfranchig?d 
Bondmen, having only four Perſons with 
him, of whom his Catamirte Spores was ones; 
but being terrified with a violent Earthquake 
and the Lightning that flaſh'd on his Face, as 
an additional Afiction, he heard the Soul- 
diers in the Pratorian Camp curling him, and 
wiſhing all Proſperity to Galba. He arriv'd 
however at the Houſe, into which he crept 
privately through a hole, lay on a Flock-bed, 
and had no better Dainties than brown Bread 
and Ditch-water. He cou.d not be prevail'd 
on to make any further Attempts for ſaving 
his Life, hut order'd a Grave to be made in 
his preſence, and wept every time he caſt 
his Eye upon thoſe Funeral Preparations, 
crying out, What an Artiſt will the World loſe! 
In the mean time he receiv'd Advice, that 
the Senate had declar d him an Enemy to the 
Publick, and that he ſhonld be ſought after 
ard puniſh'd after the manner of the An- 
cients, viz. to be ſtrip'd naked, ' have his 
Neck faſten'd in a forked Stick and be whip- 
ped to death ; with which he was fo terri- 
fied, that he inatch'd up two Daggers, and 
having felt the edges of them, ſheath'd them 
again, 
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again, pretending that his fatal End was not 
yer come : And thus dallying with his End, 
ſometimes he defir'd Sporus to begin his 
Moans and Lamentations; and at other times 
he would deſire ſome one of the Company to 
ſhew him the way to die by his Example ; 
and by and by he would chaſtize his own 
Puſillanimity, ſaying, that he L;v'd baſely and 
wrcchedly, and endeavour'd to argue himſelf 
into Courage to take away his own Life ; 
but hearing that the Horſemen were at hand, 
with Orders to bring him back to Rome 
alive, if poſſible, he ntter*d a Verſe in Greek 
to the ſenſe following, viz. 


T bear the ſwift-beed Courſers beat the Ground, 
And with their deadly Noiſe my Ears confound. 


And then clapping the Dagger to his I hroat, 
was aſſiſted by Epaphroditms, the Maſter of his 
Requeſts, to thruſt it home; and thus he ex- 
pir'd, his Eyes being ſuddenly fix'd and ſta- 
ring in his Head, to the terrour of all thoſe 
that beheld him. Thus was that Monſter of 
all Villany and Uncleanneſs made the Execu- 
tioner of Divine Wrath upon himſelf, it be- 
ing impoſſible that he could fall by a more 
villainous Hand than his own, 

The next Inſtance is the Emperor Galba, 
of whom Suctonivs gives us this following 
Account; That in the fatisfaftion of his 
Luſt he was more prone to the Male Sex ; 
nor did he care for any of that Sex neither, 
but ſuch as were overgrown and exſolete, 
It is reported. therefore in Spajr, that when 


— 
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Tcelus, one of the ſtaleſt of his He-cancuhines 
bronght him the News of, Nero's Death, le 
not only receiv'd him in publick with home- 
preſs'd Kiſſes, but courted and ſent him a- 
way to be {mooth'd without delay. The 
Tragical Exit of this Emperor we have from 
the ſame Author, thus; That thoſe who con- 
ſpir'd againſt him having drawn him out in- 
to the Streets, by falſe Rumours of Orho's 
being killd, the Horſemen who were in- 
truſted with the Aſſaſſination galloping thro? | 
the Throng of common People, fell upon 
him and ſtabb'd him, deſerted and abandon'd 
by all his Followers, near the Curt;an Lake, 
where he was left weltring in his Blood, un- 
til a Common Souldier returning ffom a 
publick diſtribution of Corn, laid down his 
Burthen, and cut off his Head ; and becauſe 
he conld not take hold of the Hair, Gatba 


-being bald, he carried it in the Lappet cf 


his Coat, and thruſting his Thumb between 
his Teeth, preſented it to Ortho, who gave it 
to the Sutlers and Horſebnys, and they car- 
ried it round the Camp, as the Obje&t of their 
Scorn and Contempt : So infallibly does Un- 
cleanneſs bring down Vengeance upon the 
Heads of thoſe who wallow in Impurities, 
The Emperor Otho follows next in courſe, 


of whom Sxetonius gives us this following 


Account : That from his early Youth ke was 
ſo prodigal, and given to Women, chat his 
Father was often conſtrain'd to chaſtiſe him : 
File was alſo wont to run about the Streets in 
the Night with his Companions, and where 


he met with any that were unable to make 


Re- 
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Reſiſtance, or in Drink, he wovld cauſe them 
to be toſs'd in a Blanket. After his Father's 
deceaſe, he addreſs'd himſelf to a Court- 
Lady in great Favour, as being ene of the 
Emperor's Freed-women for whom he pre- 
tended a moſt paſſionate AﬀeRtion, tho” ſhe 
was very old and decrepit : By her means he 
inſinuated himſelf into Nero's Favour, and 
eaſily kept the higheſt place in his Friendſhip, 
through the conformity of their Humours, 
or, as others report, being familiarly en- _ 
gag'd in mutual Proſtitution. Moreover, 
Nero baving a great Aﬀection for Poppea Sa- 
bina, then his Miſtreſs, took her from her 
Husband, and ſent her to Ocho, who receiy'd 
her into his Houſe under colour of Marriage. 
And not content to have alienated her Kind- 
neſs from Nero, he grew ſo fond of her, that 
he could hardly brook the Emperor to be his 
Rival ; and therefore not only refuſed thoſe 
that were ſent to bring her to the Emperor, 
but ſhut his Doors againſt the Emperor, him- 
ſelf ſtanding in the Street, and with Prayers 
and Threatnings intermix'd redemanding 
the Truſt committed to his Care; whereup- 
on Nero diſſolv'd the Marriage, and diſpatch- 
ed him Legate into Portugal. Nero and G2/- 
ba being both cut off, as we have heard 1- 
ready, Otho ſucceeded/ in the Empire; but 
Vitellins having raiſed himſelf up againſt him, 
Otho at laſt became alſo his own Executioner, 
and ſtabb'd himſelf with a Dagger. 

The next 1s //jtelins, concerning whom 
that ſame Author relates, That during his 
Youth he reſided at Capree, amongſt Tiberizs's 

Cat.- 
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Icelus, one of theſtaleſt of his He-cancuhines 

bronght him the News of, Nero's Death, he 
not only receiv'd him in publick with home- 
preſs'd Kiſſes, but courted and ſent him a- 
way to be ſmooth'd without delay. The 
Fragical Exit of this Emperor we have from 
the ſame Author, thus; That thoſe who con- 
ſpir'd againſt him having drawn him out in- 
to the Streets, by falſe Rumours of Orho's 
being killd, the Horſemen who were in- 
truſted with the Aſſaſſination galloping thro? 
the Throng of common People, fell upon 
him and ſtabb'd him, deſerted and abandon'd 
by all his Followers, near the Curt;an Lake, 
where he was left weltring in his Blood, un- 
til a Common Souldier returning ffom a 
publick diſtribution of Corn, laid down his 
Burthen, and cut off his Head ; and-becauſe 
he conld not take hold of the Hair, Galha 


-being bald, he carried it in the Lappet cf 


his Coat, and thruſting his Thumb between 
his Teeth, preſented it to Ortho, who gave it 
to the Sutlers and-Horſeboys, and they car- 
ried it round the Camp, as the Objef of their 
Scorn and Contempt : So infallibly does Un- 
cleanneſs bring down Vengeance upon the 
Heads of thoſe who wallow in Impurities, 
The Emperor Otho follows next in courſe, 


of whom Setonius gives us this following 


Account : That from his early Youth ke was 
ſo prodigal, and given to Women, that his 
Father was often conſtrain'd to chaſtife him : 
Fle was alſo wont to run about the Streets in 
the Night with his Companions, and where 


he met with any that were unable to make 
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Reſiſtance, or in Drink, he woyld cauſe them 
to be toſs'd in a Blanket. After his Father's 
deceaſe, he addreſs*d himſelf to a Court- 
Lady in great Favour, as being ene of the 
Emperor*s Freed-women for whom he pre- 
tended a moſt paſſionate AﬀeFtion, tho” ſhe 
was very old and decrepit : By her means he 
inſinvated himſelf into Nero's Favour, and 
eaſily kept the higheſt place in his Friendſhip, 
through the conformity of their Humours, 
or, as others report, being familiarly en- _ 
gag'd in mutual Proſtitution. Moreover, 
Nero baving a great Aﬀection for Poppea Sa- 
bina, then his Miſtreſs, took her from her 
Husband, and ſent her to Ortho, who receiv'd 
her into his Houſe under colour of Marriage. 
And not content to have alienated her Kind- 
neſs from Nero, he grew ſo fond of her, that 
he could hardly brook the Emperor to be his 
Rival ; and therefore not only refuſed thoſe 
that were ſent to bring her to the Emperor, 
but ſhut his Doors againſt the Emperor, him- 
ſelf ſtanding in the Street, and with Prayers 
and Threatnings intermix'd redemanding 
the Truſt committed to his Care; whereup- 
on Nero diſlolv'd the Marriage, and diſpatch- 
ed him Legate into Portugal. Nero and Ga/- 
ba being both cut off, as we have heard 91- 
ready, Otho ſucceeded/ in the Empire; but 
Vitelius having raiſed himſelf up againſt him, 
Otho at laſt became alſo his own Executioner, 
and ſtabb'd himſelf with a Dagger. 

The next 1s /jtelins, concerning whom 
that ſame Author relates, That during his 
Youth he reſided at Capree, amongſt Tjberizs's 
Cat..- 
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Catamites, inſomuch that he was branded 
with the Sirname of ale Proſtzrute ; and the 
Bequty of his Body was thoug ht to have been 
the firſt Occaſion of his Father's Advance- 
ment. In the ſucceeding Years of his Age 
he was contaminated with all manner of 
Vice; after he came to the Empire, he fſur- 
render'd the greateſt Share of the Govern- 
ment to be manag*d by the Council, or ra- 
ther at the Wyil and Pleaſure of eyery infa- 
mous Stage-player and Chariot-driver, more 
eſpecially of Aſraticus his enfranchis'd Slave. 
This Male Proſtitute, when but very young, 
after his Maſter and he had mutually for 
ſome time defi'd each other, being wearizcd 
with his Patron's Importunity, he ran away 


-from him, afterwards Yzzellius retaking him 


at Putcele, where he was ſelling ſowre Wine 
and Water mix'd together, to the poor Peo- 
ple, to get a Penny, he caſt him into Irons, 
but ſoon enlarg'd him, and favour'd him a- 
gain with his Careſles. He afterwards ſold 
him t2 a Fencer, for his churlih ill Nature, 
from whom he not long after ſtole him 
again, and the firſt day that Yirellivis appeal?d 
as Emperor, he ſuffer'd him to wear Gold 
Rings, like a Roman Knight. | 

Suctori:;s adds, That this Emperor Yzrel- 
lius was addifted to ail forts of Vice, but 
chiefly to Luxury and Cruelty ; he always 
made three Meals 2 cay, ſometimes f ur, not 
contenting himſelf with Breakfaſt, Dinner, 
and Snpper, unleſs he had his Collation af- 
terwards, he would alſo appoint where ta 
ſup, where to debauch the ſame L ay, and 


hap- 
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happy. he that entertain'd 'him who could - 


could come off for Ten'thouſand Crowns at 
one ſitting : But, above all the reſt, the moſt 
famons Supper was that which- was made 
him by his Brother, to welcome him to the 


City, at which time, as ?twas reported, no- 


leſs than Two thouſand Diſhes of Fifh, and 
Seven thouſand of Fowl, all Rarities in ſea- 
ſon, were brovght to the Table : Only he 
himſelf exceeded this Feſtival, at the Dedi- 
cation of his great Platter, which, by reaſon 
of its extraordinary ſize, he calPd The. Buck- 
ler of Minerva. This Platter he filPd with 
an Oglio conſiſting of the Livers of Thorn- 


b:cks, the Brains of Pheſants and Peacocks, . 


the Tongues of Pheznicopters, and the milky 
Guts of Mullets, for which the Bowels of 
the Ocean were ranſack'd, from the Carpa- 
thian Sea to the Streights of Spain, by the Mas 
ſters of the Koman Ships and Galleys. His 
Appetite was ſo inſatiable and bottomleſs, 
and withal ſo unſeaſonable and ſordid, that 
whether he were upon a Journey or offering 


Sacrifice, he could not forbear from ſnatch- ' 


Ing the Fleſh of the Victim, and the parch'd 
Barley from the Altars, nor from tearing 
the Victuals from the Cooks Stalls in the 
Streets, whether ſteaming hot or of yeſter- 
days dreſling, and the Lcavings of others, 
But this Iuſtful and lnxurious Emperor be- 
coming hateful to every body, he was every 
where either vanquiſh'd or betray'd, ard at 
laſt ſeiz'd in the Porter's Lodge of his own 
Palace, whence he was dragg'd ignominlouſly 
through the Snreets by the Hair, with his 
Gar- 
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Un Clay towarys * | 
Garments all torn, and at laſt brought to 
the Scale Gemonie, Or common place of Exe= 
cution, where, by gently ſtabbing him with 
Imall pricks at a time,- they tortur'd him to 
death by degrees, and thence dragg'd along 
with an Hook, they flung his mortified Car- 
caſs into the Tiber. 

As for the Emperor Tt, and his Son 
Veſpatian, they were not without Blame as 
to the Point of Chaſtity, and tho? their Exits 
were not tragical, like thoſe of the preceding 
Monſters, yet they were not without their 
Troubles and Reproaches.as juſt Puniſhments 
for their inordinate Paſſions, Suesonins ſays 
of YVeſpatian, That he had a great number of 
Concubines after the death of Cxis, one of 


which lay by him all the while of his Repoſe. 


And, that being perſecuted by a certain Cur- 
teſan, who pretended to be ready to die for 
Love of him, he at length yielded to her 
Embraces, and gave her Four hundred .Se- 
ſterces out of his own private Purſe, which 
he order'd his. Steward to place to his Ac- 
count thus, viz. To Veſpaſlian, ſor being belov?d. 
That ſame Hiſtorian obſerves of him, that he 
was much given to Drolling, and that ſome- 
times ſo broad and ſcurrilouſly, that he conld 
hardly refrain from Obſcenity, He died of 
a ſudden Looſeneſs, as a juſt Puniſhment for 
his looſe Life, of which the indelible Stain is 
convey'd to Poſterity by Suctonjizes and other 
Hiſtorians. 

His Son Yeſpatian 1s. accugd of fitting vp 
till midnight reyelling with the lewdelt of 
his Companions, and that his Lechery was 
noto- 
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notorious, by his Gangs pf Catamites and 
Eunuchs, and the exceſlivg Love he bore to 
the Queen Berenice - _ n the whole, he 
was generally efteem'd Md talk'd of as ano- 
ther Nero; but after he came to the Empire, 
he reform'd himſelf, tnrn'd off his Paramour 
Berevice, and all his Catamites, and became 
one of the moſt excellent Princes that ever 
ſway'd the Ryman Scepter : Yet fo far hath 
the Divine Juſtice punit'd his Incontinence; 
that the Infamy of it is tranſmitted to Pofte- 
rity upon Record, and he was cut off in a 
manner in the Vigor of his Age, being but 
in his 41ſt Year when he.died : And of this 
Misfortune he was very ſenſible, the Hiſto- 
rian telling ns, that he look 'd up toward 
Heaven, bitterly complaining, that his Life 
was wrongfully taken from him, for he had 
been guilty of no A+ ion of which he need 
repent, excepting one only, which what it 
was he neither then declar'd himſelf, nor 
could 1t be eaſily gueſPd by any one elſe, 
tho? ſome were of Opinion, that 'twas his 
Familiarity with his Brother's Wife Domiria, 
but ſhe ſwore poſitively there was no ſuch 
thing, and ſhe would not have denied it had 
it been true, but rather have gloried in it; 
which it was uſual for her to do of any. kind 
of ,Lewdneſs, But thus his Memory and 
Fame juſtly ſuffers, becauſe of his former In- 
temperance. | 
The following Inſtance is that of Domitiar, 
who was-infamous from his very Youth; 


Nero produc'd a Note under his Hand when 


he was a young Man, wherein he had _ 
ſe 
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ſed him a Nights Lodging at any time : arid 
he is alſo accus'd of having proſtituted his 
Body to NNVerva He divorc'd his Wife Do- 
mitia, on pretence that ſhe was in Love with 
one Pars, a Stage-player, and afterwards 
took her again. Being greatly addicted to 
Venery, he call'd frequent Coition his Bed- 
wreſtling, as if it had been a kind of Exer- 
eiſe; and it 1s reported of him, that he 
would often ſmooth and depilate his Con- 
cubines, and ſwim amongſt the moſt noto- 
rious Warlots. When his Brother's Daugh- 
ter was offer'd him in Marriage, he. would 
by no means accept of her, as being engag'd 
in Wedlock with Domitilla ; but not. long 
after, when ſhe was married to another, he 
debauch'd her of his own accord, tho? Titus 
was then alive; but when her Father and 
Husband were dead, he lov'd her witha moſt 
paſſionate Aﬀection, which he own'd befare 
all the World, inſomuch. that after he had 
got her with Child, he forc?d her to miſ- 
carry, which was the occaſion of her death. 
This yile Prince being juſtly hated for his 
Cruelty and Debanchery, was kilFd in his 
own Chamber, by thoſe that conſpitr*d againſt 
him, Srephanus; Domitilla's Steward, having 
ſtabb'd him with « Dagger in the Groin, as 
he was reading a Paper which he -ta1 given 
bim, pretending it was a Diſcovery of a new 
Plot. And the Memory of this Emperor 
was ſo execrahle to the Senate, that they or- 
der'd all his Decrees and Titles to be every 
where ras'd out, and the very Memory of 


him utterly aboliſh'd ; ſo infallibly true hath 


It 


a General Hiſf92y of TWhozng: 
it always been found, that Whoremongers and 
Adulterers God will puniſh. 


Thus we have gone through ſuch Inſtan- 
ces as Livy and Suetonins alford us, and muſt 
now. have recourſe to other Authors for the 
remainder of the Roman Emperors. 


The next we ſhall inſtance is the Emperor 
L. Aurelins Commodus Antoninus, who was ele- 
vated to the Imperial Dignity about the 
Year of Chriſt 180. From his very Infan- 
cy he was bent to all ſorts of Vice, not- 
withſtanding the Care of the wiſe Philoſo- 
phers, who had the conduct of his Manners, 
{ſo that Rome found in him a ſecond Vero. 
He would needs paſs for Herczl:s, Son to Ju- 
piter, appear'd as he did, with the Lions 
Skin and Club, and would have Altars and- 
Sacrifices, which the Senate conſented to, 
rather than they would irritate his furious 
nature : He murder'd moſt of the Senators ; 
was a ſevere Perſecuter of the Chriſtians, 
debauch'd his own Siſters, and entertained 
three hundred Concubines, and as many 
Boys, for his deteſtahle Pleafures, and gave 
the Government of his Provinces to Men 
noted for Vice or Infamy : But, at laſt, ha- 
ving deſzn'd to cut off Martia, one of his 
Strumpets, ſhe, together with the Captain 
of his G::ards and his Lord Chamberlain, 
againſt whom he had the I:ke Deign, mix?d 
Poiſon with his Wine, which not being quick 
enough in its operation, they had him 
ſtran- 
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ſtrangled by a Wreſtler, (with whom he ys'd 
to exerciſe himſelf ſometimes at that Sport) 
about the 31ſt year-of his age ; ſays Lampri- 
dius, Eutropius, and Oruphr ins. | 


We come next to Heliogabalus the Empe- 
ror, who ſucceeded Macrinus, and was ca]- 
led the Roman Sardanapalns, His Loxury was 
ſo boundleſs, that when he was on the Sea- 
coaſts he wonld eat nothing but Fowl-from 
the remoteſt Mountains, and when fartheſt 
from the Sea, would eat nothing but'Sca-hiſh; 
he fed his Lamps with Balſam, and filled his 
Fiſh-ponds with ſcented Water ; he married 
Aquila Severa, a Veſtal Virgin, (tho' by the 
Roman Law accounted Inceſt) ſaying, That 
he being a Prieſt, their Offspring muſt be al- 
together Heavenly. His two Coachmen 
were his chief ' Companions and fellow- 
Debauchees. He cut off abundance of the 
Senators, becauſe they would not allow of 
a Senate of Women, whereof his Mother 
was to be Pretident, and to determine alt 
Female Controverſies, Tho? he was but 
Twenty two Years old at moſt, he was guil- 
ty of all manner of Villanies, enough to 
make thoſe who read his Hiſtory to bluſh : 
He became at laſt fo hateful even to his 
own Guards, that he and his Mother were 
both'f1:in in the Camp, and their Corps ex- 
pos'd to all manner of Indignities from the 
Papulace, who firſt threw them into a Privy, 
and then 1nto the Tiber, ſovile had their Luſts 
render'd them in the Eyes of the People. 

This 
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This happen'd about the Year 222, accord- 
ing to Emutropins, Lampridius, and Aurelius 
Vittor. 

The Emperor Trajaz falls next under con- 
fideration, who tho' a Prince excellent for 
Virtue, and Valour, compar'd with ſome that 
went before him, yet Dijon and others charge 
him with Cruelty and Incontinence in the 
unnatural Love of Boys, as alſo with perſe- 
cuting the Chriftians, and Exceſs in Wine, 
As to his puniſhment, the ſame Authors 
take notice, that. he had well nigh periſh'd 
by a dreadful Earthquake, and eſcap'd fo 
narrowly, that he was forced to be drawn 
out of-a Window ; and his great Virtue and 
Valour have not .-been able to preſerve his 
Memory from the Ignominy of thoſe Sodomj=- 
tical Impurities he was guilty of. 


The Emperor Caracal/a was a Monſter of 
Cruelty and Incontinence, being ſo impu- 
dent as to marry Fulia his Father's Widow ; 
he alſo conſpir'd the Death 'of his Father 
and Brother, ſo inſeparable are Cruelty and 
Incontinence, and was at laſt cut off himielf 
by a Conſpiracy of his Officers. 


The Emperor Galljenus, ſays Trebeliins Pol- 
lia, was a perſon altogether given to Sloath 
and Eaſe, his Pleaſares and Luſts, which 
drew upon him the Hatred of ail Men, 
When they brought him News that Egype 
was loſt, and that Gal had revoited, he 
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An Eſſay tovards 
was ſo unconcern'd, becauſe of his ſluggiſh 
Temper, that he made no other Anſwer but, 
What, cart we live without the Flax of E- 
gypt, or the Fippocs of Arras ? ' And at laſt 
was ſlain by ſome of his Captains. 


Arxrelius Viftor gives us this Account of the 
Emperor Carinys, That he gave himſelf over 
to all manner of Vice, married nine Wives, 

and put ſeveral to death upon bare Suſpi- 
cion , which, ſays Yopi/cus, made his Father 
afterwards diſown him ; and he was kilPd in 
285, by one of his Captains, whoſe Wite he 
had debauch'd, 


Eutropins and Creſus ſay of the Emperor 
Galerius, That he divorced his firſt Wife, 
and married Yalcr;. z, the Emperor's Daugh- 
ter, perſecuted the Chriſtians in a moſt crvel 
and barbarous manner, and died of an Ulcer 
1n his Genitals, thar began to ſwarm with 
Worms; a jnſt and ſuitable Puniſhment for 
his Incontinence, \, 


Valentinian the Third became ſo enamon- 
red on a- Roman Lady, Wife to /Maximns, a 
Senator, and afterwards Emperor, that he 
ſollicired her continually to debauch her, but 
without effe& :; Bnt having won al Maxi- 
mus's Money, and his Ring likewiſe, at Dice, 
he ſent the Ring as a Token from her FHns- 
band, to come to the Palace, and when ſhe 
came hither, violated her Chaſtity ; the 1n- 
jar'd Lady compl: {1n'd 'of it to her Husband 4 
who 
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who in revenge contriv'd the Murder of 
Maximns, about the Year 455. 


Procopius and Baronins have left it on Re- 
cord concerning the Emperor Maximus, 
That having cauſed the Emperor Yalentinian 
the third to be kilFd for having raviſh'd 
his Wite, he married the Empreſs Erdoxa 
by ' force, created his own Son Ce/ar, and 
married him to the young Erdoxa, the 
Emperor's Daughter. One Night, 4n his 
Amours with the Empreſs - Exdoxa, he told 
her, That he kid the Emperor her | Husband 
for love of her ;, which fo incens'd her, that 
ſhe ſent for Genſeric, King of the African 
Vandals, to deliver her from the Tyrant, 
who abandoning Rome when Genſeric enter'd 
into it, he was kilPd by a Souldter, and at- 
terwards pulPd in pieces by the Empreſs 
and her Servants, and thrown into the Tj- 
ber, about ſeventy ſeven days after he began 
his Reign, 


Thus we have gone through the ſeveral 
Governments and Governours of Rome, from 
its foundation to the Reign of Augsſtulus, 
the-laſt of thoſe properly calPd Roman Em- 
perors, Which have afforded ns many remar- 
kable Inſtances of the Tragical Effefts of 
Luſt; not only upon particular Perſons and 
Families, but upon Kingdoms, Empires, and 
other Governments, and ſhall ſhut up this 


part.of our Hiſtory with an Account of the 
S 3 abo- 
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abominable Worſhip of Priapus and Berecyn- 
thia, and the Ludi Florales celebrated among 
the Romans with ſo much Solemnity and Im- 
pudence, that it afforded Subje-matter of 
Refle&ionr to their Satyriſts, and Hiſtorians, 
who aſcrib'd the Fall of the Roman Empire 
chiefly to that Cauſe. > DIR 


' Toftatus, in his goth Queſtion upon the 
20th of Exodus, faith concerning the Hea- 
theaiſh Worſhip of Priapus, That 1t was ſo 
obſcene, that the very mention of 1t-could 
not but offend chaſte Ears. They profeſ- 
ſed in the holding of thoſe Sacrifices that 
beaſtly Crime which the moſt vicious Men 
will hardly confeſs upon the Rack. The 
ſhape, ſays he, in which that God was re- 
preſented was ſuch as Nature hath taught 
us to bide; and the geſtures of the Przeſts 
in ſerving him ſuch, as I wonder their Ma- 
trons and Virgins, in whom were any ſpark 
of Modeſty, could behold it with patience ; 
and for the People who came to worſhip, 
the Sacrifice being ended, they all ſtepped 
aſide into a Thicket, which was alwaies 
planted near the Altar of this God, and 
there, like Brute Beaſts, promiſcuouſly ſa- 
tisfied their Luſt, thereby, as they concei- 
ved, beſt pleaſing their God ; which was 
the cauſe, as it ſeems, that the true GOD 
commanded that no Groves ſhould be plan- 
ted near the place of his Worſhip; and, 
it--any were,, that they ſhould be cut 
Gown. 

Of 
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Of the ſame nature was the Worſhip of 
Berecynthia, the Mother of the Gods.; as 
we find deſcribed by St. Augyſtine, De Cirir. 
Dez, lib. 2, cap. 4, in the following words, 
Ante ejus Leticam, 1. ce. Such filthy Stuff was 
by looſe prophane. Varlets ſung betore her 
Chariot on the ſolemn day of her Lava- 
tio, as was utterly unfit, I will not fay 
for the Mother of the Gods, but of any Se- 
nator, nay, of any honeſt Man, nay,” of the 
Siagers themſelves to hear ; And perchance, 
faith he, they would have bluſ'd to have 
ſpoken that before their own Mothers, at. 
home, which in the ſight of the Mother of 
the Gods, in the ſight. and hearing of in- 

- numerable multitudes of both Sexes, they 
boldly. fang ;; and thereupon breaks ont into 
this Exclamation : What ſhould we call Sacyi- 
lege, if this were Sacrificing, what Pollution if 
this Purification ? And if this be Sacrilege, 
then ſurely the Worſhipping of God 'by 
Blaſphemies and Curſings, as did the Lys- 
dians, is a degree beyond Sacrileze ; who 
notwithſtanding proceeded {5 far in this 
deviliſh mad Cuſtom, that, as Latfantizs 
ſays, they held it a violation of tlicir $a- 
crifice, if during their ſolemn Cere:;nonies 
but a good Word chanced to flip from any 
Mag, tho' unawares, 


To theſe may be added the abominable 
Games calPd by the Romans Lug; Florales, 
in | honour of Flora, a notorious Strumpet, 
9 4 COn- 
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concerning which St. Auguſtine, in his third 
Book, De Civitate Dez, cap. 27, ſaith, Which 
Games of theirs, the more aiſhoneſtly, the more 
devontly they were celebrated. In theſe the 
common Proſtitutes, who. got their mainte- 
nance by that Trade, ran vp and down the 
Streets by Day, and in the Night, with bur- 
ning Torches, having their whole Bodies 
ſtark naked, and expreſling the moſt beaſtly 
Motions and Geſtures, and uttering the moſt 
filthy Speeches and Songs that could poſkbly 
be imagin'd. To theſe Ovid alludes Faſta- 
rum 5, when he ſays, 


Turba quidem cur hos celebret AMerctricia ludos, 
Non ex difficili cognita cauſa fuit. 


Yet to thoſe ſhameful Paſtimes were their 
Youth admitted, thereby adding as it were 
Fire to the Tinder; nay, the ſageſt Senators, 
graveſt Matrons, and ſevereſt Magiſtrates 
were well content to grace them with their 
preſence, as if it had been ſome commen- 
dable Exerciſe. Theſe Floral Plays were 
acted but once a Year, but their Inter- 
Indes upon the open Stage were acted al- 
moſt every Day, and ſo abominable, that 
the devout Fathers of the Primitive Church 


could. hardly write cf them with Patience. * 


Salvianw., de Gubernatione Dei, Lb. 6, writes 
ſmartly concerning them, thus: Talia ſunt 
que illic fiunt, &C. 1.e, * Ihe. things ated 
© there are of ſuch a nature, that a Man 
* can ſcarcely ſpeak of them, or remember 
© them 
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them, without ſome touch of Pollution. 
Other Offences challenge to themſelves 
but a part of us, as impure Thoughts, 
the 4nd ; unchaſte Sights, the Eye , WiC- 
ked Speeches, the Ear ; ſo that when one 
* of theſe is tainted, yet the reſt may be 
* clear from Pollution, but in the Theatre 
© none of them is free from the guilt of 
* Infetion, inaſmuch as the Mind is there 
© defiled with corrupt Thoughts, the Af- 
* fections with naughty Deſires, the Eyes 
* by ſeeing, the Ears by kearing ; all which 
are ſo lewd, that no Man, without bluſh- 
ing, can ſo much as name them, much 
leſs fully deſcribe them. - For what mo- 
deſt Man is there, who can recount thoſe 
Repreſentations of beaſtly Actions, thoſe 
filthy Speeches, and Motions, and Ge- 
ſtures, which how ſinful they are we 
may from hence conjeQure, that they 
© cannot well be related ? which being fo, 
. ©* behold what manner of things all, or at 
© leaſtwiſe the greateſt part,' of the Romans 
* practisd. | And would to God that all 
that is here ſaid were not too too applica- 
ble to our Engliſh Playhouſes. 
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. That the Roman Luxury was incredible, 
' appears by their own Writers, both Poets 
and Hiſtorians ; and to that purpoſe Juve- 
nal, in_ his 6th Satyr, has theſe remarkable 
Expreſſions : 


Nunc 
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Nunc patimur Longa pacis mala, ſevior armis 
Luxuria incumbit, vidtumg; ulſciſcitur orbem 
Nullur crimen abeſt, facinuſq, libidinis ex quo 
Paupertas Romana perit. 


Pariterque © Luxuria nata efs & Carthago 
fublata, faith Pliny ; 1. e, Luxury, was born 
ard Carthage demoliſh? d at the ſame time; 
meaning, that when the Romans had no 
Enemles- to keep *'em in the exerciſe of 


their Arms, they became Juxurious. © And 


Cauſabon, in his Preface to Polybius, ſays, 
© It is evident that thoſe Times are by 
© Tacitus deſcribed in his Annals, than 
© which there were never any Times more 
* fruitful in moſt ſhameful and abomina- 
* ble Vices, or more oppoſite to Virtue, 
And by that means, as Juvenal expreſles it 
well, their Loaxury became more deſtruRtive 


to them than their Arms, and by making 


a Conquelt of them, reveng 'd their Conqueſt 
of the World. And thus fell the great Ro- 
man Empire. 


We have already taken notice of the 
Laſciviouſneſs of the Romans, and their In- 
continence as to the Luſts of the Fleſh ; 
we come now to take a ſhort view of their 
Luxury in other reſpets , which being 
equally a breach of the Seventh Command 
ment, were either naturally introduQtive of 
their Bodily Uncleauneſs, or the unavoida- 
| ble 
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ble Conſequences of it, and contributed to 
the Ruine of their Empire. 


To begin with their Exceſs in Drinking, 
Ammianus Marcellinus, lib. 22, ſays, That 
their Cups were heavier than their Swords ; 
and thoſe Cups were made of the Leaves 
of the Egyptian Bean, which Pliny, bb. 21, 
c. 15, ſays, were as broad as a Theſſaljar 
Hat. They had a Maſter of . Miſrule in 
their Carronſes, who was calld Modipera- 
tor, or Magiſter, whoſe Office was to pre= 
ſcribe Rules, and. ſee them executed; and 
the principal Chance or' Lot they caſt for 
Drinking was call'd Venus. Thoſe Rules of 
Drinking they borrow'd for the moſt part 
from the Creciaxs, the moſt drunken Na- 
tion that ever was ; and of theſe Rules one 


' was to drink down the Evening-Star, and 


up the Morning-Star : Saith Plautus, Ad 
diurnam Stellam matutinam potantes. Ancther 
Rule commonly praQis'd among 'em was, to 


drink as many Healths as there were Let- 


ters in their Miſtrefſes Names ; as appears 
by Martial's Epigram : 


Nevia ſex Cyathis, ſeptem Tuſtina bibatur, 
Quinque Lycas, Lyde quatuor, Ida tribus. 


Theſe drunken Matches were in-a manner 
the daily Trade of their Poets, as appears 
to any that peruſe Horace and Martial. 
The former, Lb. 1, Ode 37, ſays, | 


Nunc 
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Nunc eſt bibendum, nunc pede libero 
Pulſanda tellus. 


And the Iatter, Book' 11, Epigr. 7, ſays, 


Poſſum ego nil ſebrius, bibenti 


SKccurrunt mihi quindecim Pocte. 


;.. Nay, Seneca aſſures us, Nat. qu. 4. 13, 
that their Women exceeded the Men in 
theſe Debauches ; Non minus pervigt/ant, non 
minus potant': 1. &. They ſit up as late, they 
drink n0 leſs, nay, they challenge Hen to the 
anointing of their Bodies, and the [willing down 
of Wine, diſgorging what they eat and drink as 
well as they ;, netther do they forbear to. chew up- 
on Snow, as Men do, for refreſhing their boiling 
Stomachs, 


Thoſe Debauches are yet more graphical- 
ly deſcrib'd by Pliny, hb. 14, c. 12, where 
he ſays, © To the end that we may take the 
© more Cups, and pour it down the Throat 
© the more luftily, we Jet it run throvgh a 
© Strainer, to abate the force thereof ; 
© Some take Hemlock before they fit down, 
© becauſe they muſt drink perforce then, or 
* elſe die; and others the Powder of the 
© Pumice-ſtone, and ſuch-like Stuff, which I 
© am aſham'd- to rehearſe, and teach thoſe 
© that be ignorant of ſuch Lewdneſs ; and 
© yet we ſee thoſe that be the ſtonteſt Drin- 


* kers lye ſweating ſo long in the Baths and 
| * Bro» 
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Brothel-houſes to digeſt their Surfeit of 
Wine, that ever now and then they are 
carried forth dead for their labour. You 
ſhall have ſome again, when they are in 
the Hot-houſe, that won't ſtay fo long as 
they may go to their Beds, nay, nor. as 
they may put on their Shirts, but imme- 
diately, naked as they are, and panting 
and puffing for Breath, catch up great 
Tankards of Wine, to ſhew what valiant 
Champions of Bacchxs they are, and pour 
them down one after another, till they 
yomit twice or thrice what they have 


© drank, Then deſcribing their Pots out of 
which they us'd to quaff ; © They were en- 


graven, ſays he, with fair portraitures of 
Adulteries, as if Drunkennef it ſelf were 
not ſufficient to kindle the heat of Luſt, 
and to teach them Wantonneſs. Then, 
continues he, when they come to be fud- 
dled they caſt their wanton Eyes upon 
Mens Wives ; then fall they to court fair 
Dames and Ladies, and openly bewray 
their Folly even before their jealous and 
ſtern Husbanids : Arid thus many a Man, 
by his laviſh Tongue in his Wine, hath 
come by his Death, and had his T hroat 
cut, But if they eſcape theſe Dangers, 
they never live to be old Men, but dye in 
the ſtrength of their Youth : Hence co- 
meth it that ſome of them look pale, 
with flaggy Cheeks, others have bleared 
and ſore Eyes; and there be of *em that 
ſhake ſo with their Hands, that they can- 
© not 
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© not hold a full Cup, but pour it on the 
© Floor, They are generally diſturb'd with 
© fearful Dreams, . which is the very begin- 
© ning of their Hell in this Life ; or elſe 
< have reſtleſs Nights ; and finally, if they 
© chance to ſleep, for a due reward of their 
© Drunkenneſs, they are deluded with the 
© imaginary Conceits of the Delights of Ye- 
© vus, defiled with filthy abominable Pollu- 


© tions; and thus fleeping or waking they 


© ſin with pleaſure. 


Then he proceeds to particular Inſtances, 
and names Nivelius Torquatus a Milanors, who 
won the Victory from all the 7ralians in 
Drinking, adding, That he- had gone thro? 
all the Degrees of Dignity at Kome, had 
been Pretor and Proconſul, and in all theſe 
Offices of State he won no great Name, but 
for drinking in the preſence of Tzjberins three 
Gallons of Wine at one draught, for which 
he was dubb'd Knight, by the Surname of 
T ricongins, Or the Three Gallon Knight, This 
Torquatus had the Art of Drinking, never 
was known to falter in his Tongue, never 
eaſed himſelf by vomiting , always drank 
withont drawing his Breath, and never lefc 
a drop behind 1n the Cup. - 


His next Inftance is in Wark Antony, who: 
ſtrove to win the Victory in Drinking, and 
made a Profeſſion thereof'; as appear d by a 
Bouk which he publiſh'd under the title of 
his own Drunkenneſs, whereby he was not 
aſham'd 
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aſhanvd to juſtifie his Exceſſes that way, and 
thereby approved, under pretence of his 
Drunkennelſs, all the Outrages he commit- 
ted, and all thoſe Miſeries and Calamities 
that he brought upon the World. This 
Treatiſe, ſays Pliny, he vomited ont a little 
before his Defeat at: Aitium. | 


That fame Author gives us two other 
memorable Inſtances of Antony's Drunken- 
neſs, the firſt as follows. 


. Cleopatra, his Paramour,” perceiving his 
Jealouſie of her, inſomuch that he would 
neither eat nor drink without his Taſter, 
ſhe. deſign'd to make Sport of his necdleſs 
Fear ; and therefore cauſing a Chappelet or 


Garland of Flowers to be. made for Antony, 


ſhe dipp'd all the edges of the Flowers in 
ſtrong Poyſon ; and having thus prepar'd it, 
{t it upon Artozy's Head ; and having fate 
at Meat a good while, and drank themſelves 
merry, ſhe challeng'd Antony for each of 
them to drink their Chappelets ; and ha- 
ving firſt drank off her own, Aprony minc'd 
his, and putting it into his Cup, pre- 
par'd to drink it off ; -but juſt as he was ſet- 
ting it to his Head, ſhe pat her Hand be- 
tween and ſaid him, and then utter'd theſe 
Expreſſions : My dcar and beſt-beloved Anto- 
ny, now ſee what ſhe is whom thou doſt ſo much 
dread and ſtand wn fear of, that for thy fecu- 
rity thou muſt have extraordinary Taſters, a Cut- 
Hofity more nice than ntcafirl + Lo, bow I am not 
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to ſeek of Means and Opportunities to compaſs 
thy Death, if I could find in my Heart to live 
without thee. And then ſhe ſent for a'Priſo- 
ner out of the Jay!; whom ſhe causd to 
drink off the Cup that Antony had prepar'd 
for himſelf, and the poor Wretch died by 
that time he had well taken the Cup from 


his Lips. 


The next Inſtance is this : Cleopatra being 
poſſeſs'd of two Pearls, the richeſt and fair- 
eſt that were ever known in the World, 
being left to her by deſcent, and accounted 
Nature's Wonder, the began to undervalue 
the Expence that Antony had been at in 
treating her from day to day, to the ut- 
moſt of his might ; and when he demanded 
of her how it was poſlible to go beyond the 
magnificence and coſt of his Treat, ſhe an- 
iwer'd, That ſhe would ſpend upon him One hun- 
dred thouſand Seſtertii at one Supper. Antony 
thought that impoſſible, and theretore wa- 
gerd with her, that ſhe could not do it. 
Next night ſhe made him a Supper, royal 
enough, but much ſhort of thoſe that he 
had before prepar'd for her ; whereupon he 
began to laugh her to Scorn, and demanded 
a Bill of the Particulars, to which ſhe an- 
{wer'd, That what had becn brought in alrea- 
dy was meer Overplus, and that ſhe would yct in 
that Supper eat Six hundred thouſand Scſtertis 
for her own part : Upon which The took one: 
of thoſe Pearls from- her Ears, and difſol- 
ving it in Vinegar, drank it off ; And asſhe 

Was 
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was about to do the like with the other, 
L: Placentins, the Judge of that Wager, laid 
faſt *hold vpon it,” and pronounced, That 
Antony had loſt ; upon whictr he fell into a 
mighty Paſſion, There-was an end of .one 
Pearl ; and the fellow thereof being taken 
from this Queen when ſhe was a Priſoner, 
it was divided in two, in memory of that 
half Supper of theirs, and hung in the Ears 
of Yenus at Rome, in the Temple of Pantheor. 
And yet, faith Pliny, as prodigal as they 
were, they ſhall not go away with the Prize ; 
for long before their time Clodjins, the Son 
of eAſop the Tragedian praftis'd the like in 
Pearls of great price; ſo that Antony hath, 
to match him.in all his Magnificence, one lit- 
tle better thana Stageplayer: - 


Leſt Frinkenneſs ſhou!d be thought to be 
only. the V:ce of | ſome particular perſons 
among the Romens, Lipſies in his' Eviltles 
teils us, That it was a common Crime as 
mong them, becauſe the Emperors them= 
ſelves were deeply .infefted with. 1t, and 
highly rewarded it jn others. He names 
one Firmus, who was Deputy of Egypr un- 


der Aureli4n, and drank off rwo Buckets full . 


of Wine. at a time. Bonoſus the Emperor 
was wont to fay, That he was nos borrt to 
live, but to drink; and when he was hang'd 
for ſome Miſdemeanour, he was call'd an 
hanging Tankard, and not a Man, The Em- 
. . * 5 . . . 
peror Maximings 1s charg'd with drinking 
nine Gallons of Wine in one day, And 
one 
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one Phagon, in- Aureliar?s time, is.accug'd of 
drinking more  inſomuch _ that . Lipſins ſays, 
He ſhould tremble to write thoſe things, 
but that he: had then: from good Authors, 
Nero. promoted P;/o to be Provoſt of kome, 
for his Drunkenneſs ; and Flaccus Pomponics 
to be-Governour of Syria for that ſame Qua- 
lity.. He likewiſe prefer'd an ignoble and 
obſcure Fellow. before the Chief of the 
Nobility, to be a, Queſtor or Treaſurer, be- 
cauſe he drank off nine Gallons of Wine at 
a Feaſt which Nero himſelf had made. And 
how far. that beaſtly Vice of Drunkenneſs 
had infected the common People. of Rume, 
appears by the Fanrnian Law, ſays Macro- 
bins, Saturnal, (jb. 3, c. (7, which, was made 
againſt Drunkennels, becauſe, ſays he,matters 
were come to that pals, that the greateſt 
part of the common. People of . Rome came 
ordinarily drunk into the Council-houſe, to 
conſult of the Safety of the State. 


The more to excite them to Drunkenneſs, 
the Veſſels out of which they drank were 
very coſtly-and curious in their Workman- 


ſhip, being chas'd, emboſs'd, or wrought in 


Imagery and Flowerwork, as. if the Painter 
had drawn them. T heſe Celatures. were fo 
framid, that they might put them on or take 
them off at pleaſure, and were therefore 
call'd Emblemaia : Such was that whereof 
Favenal the Satyrilt ſpeaks, Sat. 1, Stantem 
extra pocula Caprum ;, a Goat ſtanding onr 
from the Cnp ; two of this kind celt / ucins 
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Craſſas the Oratoor One hundred. thouſand 
Seſterces, that.is about Five. hundred thirty 
three Pounds'Sterlin. Sometimes they were 
made of Onix-ſtones, dug from the'Moun- 
tains of Arabia, ſometimes of Mother of 
Pearl, and other curious Shells; and all 
thoſe kinds they richly enameld with Pearls 
and precions Stones. We drink, faith Plisy, 
fib. 33. 11, in rows of Pearl, and- garniſh 
our Pots with, Emeralds ; it delights us to 
hold the 7ndies in our Hands, as a provyoca- 
tion to Drunkenneſs. And becauſe of the 
richneſs. of their Cups, | they ſet ſome at 
Cheir Feaſts to watch their - Drinking-veſſe], 
They thought /not themſelves dainty -e- 
nough, faith-- Pacatus, unleſs Luxnry had 
chang'd © the Seaſon of the Year, unleſs 
Winter-roſes ſwam upon the top of their 
Pots, and unleſs 'their pleaſant Wines dif- 
ſolv'd the $Summer-ice in a large Gemm, 
They had alſo Gaps of Murrin and Cryſtal 
of wonderful great prizes, and one of thoſe 
bought for Three hundred thouſand Seſter- 
ces;.-or above Five and twenty hundred 
Pounds Sterlin, by Nero, Petrinivs, who had 
. been Conful; (broke in pieces a little before 
his death;.on a fpight to Vero, that he mighc 
difinherit his'Table thereof, 


We ſhall conelude this point of their 
Drunkenneſs with the beaſtly Forms of 
. many of their Cups; Y7reo bibzt lle Priapo, 
ſzirh 7uvenal, He drinks our of a Priapus made 
of Glaſs. And Pliny to the ſame purpoſe 

4-2 faith, 
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faith, In pocuby libidines celare Juvat; & per 
cbſeenit ates bibtre-* ' They delight -10" ehgrav: 
their Luſt ful Dallizice, upon ther C Cups, "and "to 
drink in Obſceniry. 


The next thing that falls under our Con- 
fideration' is- their Gluttony, -which- being 
alſo a'Sin of the Fleſh, and an Incentive. of 
Luſt and Uncleainneſs,” does properly belong 
to onr Subject. . 


Their Luxury in: this reſpett appear'd 
in their Tables, Platters, Nuniber/ and Or-' 
der of their Servants; as: well''as in their 
Courts They had Tables: of '$1lver 'and 
Gold, as.appears by that of Martjal, Epig. 31; 
Suftent arque tics Aurea 'menſa Aapes I.' C, 
Thy Diſhes are ſet upon 'T ables of Gold: But 
the Tables which they valued 'moſt were of 
Citron, which they brongſſt from Africa. 
Tully had one which coft him''Ten thor= 
fand Seſterces, tho* he was both' ſevere in 
his Morals, and poor, compar'd with others. 
Afenius Polio had one which was ſold for 
Eleven thouſand Sefterces ; and the more 
knotty thoſe Tables were, the”more they 
were valued. - And thoſe Tables ſtood alſo 
vpon Ivory Frames and Feet. -' Dio reports 
of Senecs, That notwithſtanding his ſevere 
and Stoical Profeſſion, he was -ſtor'd with 


' Fonr hundred ſuch Ta! les; and Acnirs had 


three hundred of them, and as inany Servants 


to attend them. 
Then 
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Ther. as to their Platters'or: Chargers, 
Pliny ſays, That Druſillanay; one cf:the Em- 
peror Claudiuss Slaves, and- his Treafnrer 
in High Spein, had a Silver Charger of -Five 
hundred pound weight; and Y7eeiins had 
one which coſt him a Million of Seſtcrces, 
or about Eight thouſand Three hundred and 
T hirty three pounds Sterlin ; fo that 244- 
cianus vpbraided the Memoti:! of htm, cal» 


ling his Exceſs that way Paliaarum Paliges., 


Platters as broad as Pond:. 


. Then'as to their Waiters at Table, they 
ſome:imes made uſe of naked Wenches : 
And thus Tiberius the Emperor fent a Meſ- 
ſage to Sextus Clardins, that he would 
come and ſap with him, on condition that 
he would change nothing of his wonted 
faſhion, + which was, that he ſhould have 
naked Wenches waiting, on him at Sepper. 
Seneca, in his g5th Epiſtle, faith, they had 
whole Troops of unfortunate Ganimedes, 
and Troops of exſolete or ſtale Catamites 
grown to Man's eſtate, waiting on. themat 
Table, apd thoſe they: rank'd into feveral. 
Bands, - according to | their Nations and 
Coraplexions. He further-tel!s vs of the 
infinite- number of their Cooks, B2zkers, &c. 
and then cries out, Djs bows quantiem bominum 
unins Venter exercet | Good God, what a mum- 
ber of Men doth one Belly ſet at work | . They 
had alſo Schools, and Maſters to teach the 
Art- of ' Carving to their Scholars , by 

© he. Diſhes 
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Diſhes faſhion'd in Wood Aer what man- 
ner.and with what: geſture ot the-Body they 
ſhould cut them up, & . 

Seneca; in his o7th- Epiſtle, ſays, * Do you 
© wonder that our Diſeaſes are innumerable? 
* Number our Cooks if you can. The 
* Schools of Philoſophers are empty, but - 
* how are our Kitchins frequented 


Pliny, lib. 9. 17, ſays, That ſcarce any 
Man was. in greater requeſt than. thoſe 
Cooks. that conld - moſt artificially. waſte 
their Maſter's Subſtance. The infinite waſte 
they made this way, the ouly Story of Api- 
cins, an infamous Belly-God, may ſuffice to 
ſhew, who having laid up Ninety Millions 
of Seſterces for his Kitchin, beſides many 
great Gifts of Princes, and a mighty *Reve- 
nue of the Capito), being deep 1g Debr, he 
began at laſt, tho' ſore againſt his Will, to 
Jook into his Reckonings, and found that, 
all being caſt up, he had ſtill remaining 
clear Ten Millions-of Sefterces, or Eighty- 
three thouſand. Three hundred and thirty 
pounds Sterlin z and yer, for fear that he 
ſhould live in an Hunger-ſtarv'd faſhion, he 
poiſon'd himſelf : Upon which Seneca e£x- 
claims, * How great was that Luxory to 
* which: teh Millions of Sefterces ſeem'd 
© Poverty ! 


- And 
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And. that this Gluttony was common 
among the Romans, appears -from ' Fuvenal 
and Seneca ; the former, Sar. 1, fays, Una 
comedunt patrimonia menſa ; They devonr whole 
Eſtates at-one ſitting - And the latter, Ep. 95, 
ſays, © What 1s more lewd than a fumptuons 
* Supper, that waſtes a Knight's Revenves, 
* of which the moſt frugal, if it be but any 
* way ſolemn, coſts Three hundred thouſand 
© Seſterces, or Two thouſand Five handred 
$ and Fifty five pounds Sterling ? Nor did 
they only exceed as to the Quantity and 
Quality, but as to the Frequency of their 
Banquets. 'Tiberixs ſpent 'a Night and two 
days in continual eating and drinking. It 


_ was uſual with Nero to eat from Noon till 


Midnight'; and Yirellius feaſted uſually three 
or four times a Day, every ſitting being va- 
lued at Four hundred thouſand Seſterces, 
or Thirty-three thonſand Three hundred and 
thirty-three pounds Sterling ; which was 
One million Thirty-three thouſand Three 
hundred and thirty-two pounds Sterling per 
Day ;- being eakily-able to go' through them 
all by a continual Cuſtom of Vomiting, 
which was common among them : Says Se- 
ncca, De Conſolatione ad Albinam, c. 9. * They 
© vomit that they may 'eat, and eat #gain 
* that they may vomit ; and thofe D-'icares 
* which they hunt for through rhe World, 
* they vouehſafe not ſo much as to digeſt : 
Nay, the very Women praQiiſe it as well as 
Men ; they eat againſt their *$tomachs that 
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which they ſoon return by their Mouths, 
The number ' of their Courſes were uſually 
ſeven ; and at- one Feaſt that Monſter He- 
liog abalus had two and twenty Courſes of 
the -choiceſt. Fare ſery'd xm. Nay, Sucronius 
tells us, That ata caſual Supper made to the 
Emperor Vitellins, by his. Brother, there 
were [I wo thonſand of + the choicelt Fiſh, 
and Seyen thouſand Fow], ferv*d in. 


Seneca, In the abovye-cited place, ſays, 
They fetch that from the furtheſt part of 
the Ocean which their Stomachs, weaken'd 
with Delicacies, will hardly admit. - And 
then a little after he adds; . © O wretched 
© Men, ſays he, whoſe Pallates arc not fttr- 
red but with precious Meats, eſpecially 
when that which makes. them be account- 
ed precious is not. their ſingular Reliſh 
or excelent. Savour, but only their -Scar- 


city, and the Difficulty of . procuring 
thew. 
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L atinus Pacatus, in his Panegyrick*s fays 
much the ſame, viz. That this our World 
was too narrow for their Throats; for, not 
valuing their Cates by their Taſt; but by 
their Colt, they were only content with 
that Proviſion . which they. had from the 


vttermoſt parts of the Eat, or Colchus, 


{ſeated beyond the Roman Empire. 


* Many think it (faith Platarch, in his 
Book concerning the Precepts of Health) 
© an 
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an abſurd thing 'not to feed liberally on 
things which are rare, and '(can-hardly 
be got, ſuch as the' Paps of a Sow when 
ſhe 1s newly farrow'd, Jralian Muſhromes, 
Samian Cakes, or Snow out of Epypr. 
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Among theſe Exceſfes, Yitelius's Platter 
deſerves ovr notice,, which, for the bignels 
of it, he calPd A4nerva's Buckler ; and this 
he cramm'd with the Livers of Guiltheads, 
| t1e Brains of 'Pheſants and Peacocks, the 
Tongues of Phznicopters, and the Melts of 
Lampreys, brought fr-m the ' Spaniſh and 
Carpathian Seas. | And the like, that of eſp 
the Tragedian, which he furniſh'd out with 
the rareſt Singing-birds, or ſuch as imita- 
ted Man's Voice, which coſt him Six thou- 
{and Sefterces, or Fifty pounds Sterling, 
a piece ; and- the whole Diſh Six hundred 
thouſand Seſterces, or Five thouſand pounds 
Sterling ; as Is mention'd by FYalerivs and 
Sencca. The latter ſays, concerning Cali- 
gula, That Nature ſeem'd to have brought 
him forth to ſhew what EffeAs the greateſt 
Vices joyn'd with the greateſt Fortune cou'd 
produce : And Syeronins ſays of him, That 
I thriftleſs Expences he exceeded the Wits 
of all the Prodigals that ever were, invent- 
ing moſt monſtrous kinds of Meats and 
Suppers ; the moſt Orjent Pearls that were 
to be gotten, he' difſolv'd in Vinegar, and 
ſwallow'd down, and fet before his Gueſts 
Bread of- Victuals and Gold, And Lampri- 
dit fays of Heliogabalus, That at one Sup- 

| per 


| 
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per he caus'd. to be ſerv'd in, the "Heads ofde 
Six hundred Oftriches, only for the catinghe 
of their Brains. WC 


Ca 
The ſame Authors. give ſurprizing Ac{ſe 
counts of the wonderful niceneſs of the RoJlov 
mans, In the ſtrangeneſs, weight, and new{th 
neſs of their Fiſhes ; az alſo of the vaſtneſ; 
of their Fiſhponds, and numbers of Fiſhe: 
in them. They were ſo nice in theiqleſ 
Fiſhes, that they. wauld not eat them  exFlig 
cept they ſaw them. killd ; and. for thagT] 
end they were brought into their Dining{in 
rooms ſwimming in Glaſs-bottles, that thqLy 
Gueſts might feed their, Eyes with thme 
change of Colours that appear'd in thqthi 
dying Fiſhes. Severus the Emperor had thqwt 
Fiſhes brought to his Table by Men wearJſer 
ing Garlands and Chappelets, as if they haof 
been to facrifice to, the Gods. Liciniufthi 
Craſſus, counted a grave ftaid Citizen, mour{th 
ned in black for a Lamprey. that died infth: 
one of his Fiſh-ponds, and was thereuporſSte 
afterwards call'd Licinius Murena, as 1s relaſa 1 
red by Cicero. Otavizs, Admiral of the Rofthe 
man Navy, finding that the Fiſh call'd Sca{an 
rus Was not to be had in the Jralian Seas] fur 
brought vaſt quantities of '*em from otherthe 
parts, ſow'd them in thoſe Seas, as MenSaf 
.do -Corn upon Lands, and for five YearJthe 
rozerher imploy?d_ his utmoſt Endeavours|fat 
if any of *em happen'd to be taken by thqani 
Fiſhermen, that they ſhould be thrown backful 
again 1nto the Sea. Domitzan the _— to 
e: 
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detizhfed fo much in his -Lampreys, that 
he gave each of 'em a Name, and they 
would come to him one by one upon his 
Call. Antonia, the Wife of Druſus, hung 
Jewels in the Gilds of'a Lamprey which ſhe 
lov'd ; and — the Orator wept for 
the death of one of his Lampreys. 


Their Luxury as to their Fowl was 10 


leſs remarkable .; thoſe they chiefly  de- 
xFlighted in were Phcnicopters —_— 


Thrufhes, and Pigeons, which tho* they had 
in great abundaace, - yet their” Riot and 
Luxury made very dear, ſo that in Colus 


4 mecla's time fair Pigeons were ſold at Four 


thouſand Seſterces a pair, and they had 
whole bands of Hunters, marching under 
ſeveral Colours, in the Provinces, the 
of whoſe Wars was, to make proviſion for 


14 their Feaſts, ſaith Latinus Pacatuss And 


they were io curious as to their Bakers, _- 


Inthat they would give Five hundred pounds 


Sterling for a good one, Then they had 
a thouſand kinds of ſawces for ſtirring up 
the Appetite. They made nſe of Bathings 


44Jand Anointings before their Feaſts, Per- 


fumes and ſweet Odours of divers kinds at 
their Feaſts ; they ſtrew'd their Rooms with 
Saffron, chang'd their Apparel, nay, and 


ryJthe very Roots of their Rooms where they 


fate, at the bringing in of every new Diſh; 
and, laſt of all, vgd ſuch damnable luſt- 
ful praftices after their Feaſts, as are not fit 
to be-nan?d amoneglt Chriſtians ; as may aps 
pear 
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pear to any that will conſult the Authors 
above-mention'd, | 


The Quantities* which ſome of them de- 


vour'd. at Meals .is allo worth our Notice, 
Maxininus the Emperor, faith Codrus, de- 
vour'd many- timesin one day fixty Pounds 
of Fleſh, Clodinus Albinus, in a Morning 
faſting, would cat Five hundred dry'd Figs, 
One hundred Peaches of Campania, ten Me- 
lons of Oſtia, twenty pound weight of 
Grapes of Lavica, 'One hundred Gnatknap- 
pers, and forty Oyſters. Phago, In whom 
Airelian the Emperor took fo much delight, 
would, fays Yopiſcus, at one Meal eat up a 
whole'Bear, Oge hundred Loaves, a Wea» 
ther, and a young Pigeon. 'And Athenens 
us d. to ſet before every Gueſt a Boar'in a 
ſeveral Diſh, 


Their prodigious ſuperfluity in their tem- 
porary Buildings, and ſuch as were only 
defign'd tor pleaſure, was no leſs abomi 
nable, fetching Marble from the remoteſt 
parts'of the Earth, hewing down the” top 
of Mountains, and tranſporting them by 
Sea, at the expence of many-Mens Lives, 


Of this nature 'was' the Theatre of Scau- 
ras,” Which was capable of receiving Eighty 
rhouſand perſons to fir at rheir eaſe ; the 
Stage of it had three Stories, wherein were 
Three hundred and ſixty Columns of Mar- 
ble; the nethermoſt part of the. Stage was 
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'ﬆ| of Marble, the middle of Glaſs, and the 
| upperm6ſ{t of gilded Boards ; the' Columns 
beneath were thirty-eight foot high, and 
>-| between them there ſtood three thouſand 
e,| Statues and Images of Braſs. The Hangings 
>-| of this 1 heatre 'we'e of Cloth bf Gold ; 
Is] and they had painted "Tables, the tnoſf' ex- 
2 quifite that could be found : And' yet; ſays 
$.1 Plizy,this Theatre was not to continue above 
ej a Month, | 


2-1 Of'the ſame nature was Calienla's Bridge, 
mJ mentiond by Sxeronis, built from Pareol; 
t,j to Bauly, over a Bay of the Sea, for no 
all other 'nſe bit Oſtentation, and*that' he 
a-] might imitate Ferxes; and upon this: he 
#5] marched with ;the Senate and Souldiery, 
alin a- trivmphant - manner, feaſted and 
paſſed the Night in DÞalliance and' Ga- 
ming, 


Then, as to their. permatient Amph:- 
theatres, Ammianus gives us this Account 
of that built by Tits, viz. the heighth 
thezgeof was ſuch, that the Eye of Man 
could © hardly reach/ it. It was rear'd, 
faith Caſſiodorns, with Rivers of Treaſure 
poured out :, It contain'd upon the -very 
[Steps of it eaſie Seats for Eighty-ſeven 
yithouſind ' Men ; and, in other 'places, 
efroom for Twenty thouſand more, | 


And 


F 
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And as. the maſs of Treaſure was .inh- 
nite which they caſt away in the railing 
of. theſe- Buildings, only to make - People 
ſport, it was incredible what they ſpent 
in furniſhing them, and ſetiing forth their 
Games therein. © They ſpent in exhibiting 
« Sword-fights, ſaith La#antins, Treaſure 
© enough-..to maintain great Cities, And 
© the Magiſtrate, upon Theatrical Games, 
© ſays Ambroſe, in his 8tſt Sermon, laviſhes 
© out his whole Patrimony to purchaſe-one 
© hours Applauſe. 


* The-whole Furniture of thoſe Theatres 
was ſom:times all of Silver, as that of - 7u- 
lins Ceſar and Cains Antonins, and ſometimes 
of Gold. And thus. Nero, for the Often- 
tation of his Greatneſs to Teredates King 
of Armenia, cover'd over not the Stape 
only, but the whole Theatre, with Gold, 
The Curtains which kept them from the 
heat of the Sun was all of Purple, *embroi- 
der'd with Stars. of Gold, and the place 
below; .cal'd Arena, becauſe ſtrow'd with 
Sand, Nero cauſed to be ſtrow?d over with 
Duſt of Gold, he. himſelf being to try a 
Match of Chariot-driving therein. 


Their incredible Expence and Luxury in 
Jbuſing the Creature at thoſe Shows, meerly 
out of a Principle of Pride and Oſtentation, 
will yet further appear by the Inſtances fol- 


lowing. 
They 
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[They were at a vaſt Expence ia the 
multitude of Fencers, whom they, hir'd for 
ercat-;prices, becauſe. they were, to expoſe 
their Lives, beſides the, Charge of their 
Arms and Diet before they enter'd.; And 
when they exhibited Beaſts, the Relations 
made by Hiſtorians concerning their number 
are incredible. 


Thus Yopiſcus tells vs, That the Emperor 
Probus commanded to be let, looſe at once 
a thouſand Oftriches, a thonſand Staggs, a 
thouſand wild. Boars, ard a thouſand fallow 
Deer, beſides wild-Gogts, wild Sheep, and 
other Beaſts, all which ke gave over to the 
Mercy, or rather.to the Rage, of the Peo- 
ple, every one to catch what he could, the 
Circxs at the ſame time deing, ſet all over 
with tail - and mighty Trees, which the 
Souldiers took up by the Roots in the 
Wood, brought them thither, and faſten'd 
them with green Turf, and Bars, and 
Irons. The next day he let into the ſame 
place an. hundred. creſted Lions, - an hun- 
dred Leopards. of Zybia, an hundred of 
$yr14, an hundred Lioneſles, and three hun- 
dred Bears ; which filled the Air with 
Roaring, as if ir had been with Thun- 
der. 


Nay, the Madneſs of Flelingabalus was yet 
gore”, who exhibited Ships. in the Circus 


And 


ling and fighting in Wine. 


Cod 
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And, during thoſe Shows, it was uſual 
to tefreſh the Spectators with pleaſant Per - 


fumes; ſweet Water, Oyntments, Saffron 


mixed with Wine, or ſomewhat of that 
kind, which they .convey'd in cloſe Pipes 
through the whole Amphitheatre, And the 
Fight being ended, they commonly caſt a 
Largeſs among the People; wrapping up 
the Names of thoſe things in little pellets; 
which they intended to give, and every 
one, as he could catch them, bronght them 
to the Maſter of the Games, who dell- 
ver'd them the things themſelves ſpecified 
in the Pellet ; and thoſe Gifts conliſted not 
only in Mear, Drink, and Appare],” but in 
Veſſels of Silver and Gold; Horſes, Cat- 
tel, Slaves, and the like. And Nero added 
curious Pictures, precious Stones, yea, Ships, 
Horſes, Farms, Iſlands; A thing hardly 
to be_ credited, ſays Lypſivs, though deli- 
verd by Syrctonjus, a moſt faithful Hiſtos 
Tin. 


Their Luxury did likewiſe extend. it cif | 


to their Baths, which ſome of them had ſo 
accuſtom'd themſelves unto, that they could 
neither eat nor drink without bathing firſt, 
or bcing ſweated in a' Stove. Phny ſays, 
That the number of them at Rome, ina his 


time, was infinite 5 that Agrrppa, during his . 
Adileſhip, built for publick uſe One hun= K, 
dred and ſeventy; And ſome of them, ſays },; 


Ammianus, were fo large, that they were 
bullt 
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built in the manner of Provinces. Dijocle- 
fan's Baths alone were ſo capacious, that 
they contain'd, for the uſe of Waſhing, Six- 
teen hundred ſeveral Seats, and thoſe all of 
poliſh'd Marble. 


Sexeca, in his 86th Epiſtle, hath moſt 
elegantly expreſs'd, and bitterly cenſur'd 
the Ornament and ' Beauty of thoſe bathing 
places, thoſe of the Common People ha- 
ving their. Walls ſhining with great and 
precious Circles, and the Shavings of /V#- 
midian Marble, inlaid with that of Alexan- 
aria, their Borders painted or inlaid with 
diverſe Colours, their Arched Roofs cover- 
ed over with Glaſs, and the whole adorn'd 
with Thaſian Stone, formerly a rare Sight 
but in Temples ; and the Water was con- 
vey'd into them by Silver Cocks. But how 
much beyond all this, ſays: he, are the 
Faths of their Freed-men ? how many Sta- 
tues and Pillars have you there, for n6 
other uſe, but only for Ornament and Ex- 


pence'? 


Pliny goes farther, and tells us, That not 
only the ſides of the Ciſterns in which they 
bathed ' were of Silver, but the Seats and 
Footing for the Bottom, ſo as they could 
hardly ſtand for fliding upon it. Nay, Ro- 

| ſonus, in his Roman Antiquities, fiys, They 
—Jusd to anoint the very Walls of their Baths 
with rich Oyntments, even ſuch as were but 


for the uſe of Servants. 
* Ano- 


An Efſay towards 


Another piece of their Vanity and Pride 
of Life was the infinite numbers of charge- 
able Statues that the People of Rome erected 
to themſelves, and thoſe for the moſt part 
overlaid with Gold. This itching Humour 
of theirs to eternize themſelves, as they 
thought they would do by this means, did 
in. time beget almoſt as many Inhabitants 
to the City as. Nature brought forth ; ſays 
Caſſiodorus, They were ſo numerous, that 
they fil}d every, Corner, peſter'd their 
Streets, and ſtreighten'd their Ways 3 in- 
ſomuch that an- Edi& was publiſh d in the 
time of Claudizs, forbiddimg any private 
Men to ere& Statues to themſelves, but 
by Leave firſt obtain'd from the Senate. 
The baſeſt of thoſe Statues. were made of 
Marble, the reſt of Ivory, and Silver and 
Gold, znd thoſe alſo ſolid and maſly. Do=--. 
”vitian would ſuffer no Statues to. be erected 
for himſelf in the Capitol, but :of maſly 
Gold, and weighing no leſs than, an, hun- 
dred "pound. And Commodus had one of 
a thouſand pound weight, 


They were alſo at great charge in guard- 
ing thoſe Statues, and to this purpaſe mai 
taind an Officer of great Honour, who had 
the Title of Comes Romanns ; his province 
was to walk throngh the Streets of the 
City in the Night-time, with his Souldiers,. 
chiefly to take care that no Wrong ſhould | 
be offer d to the Statues ; fo. prodigally 
Care- 


mm. 
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carvful were the Romans of their own Sha« 


dows, and at the ſame time prodigally Cares 
leſs of the Lives of others. 


We'come next to take notice of their 
prodigality and' ſumptuouſneſs in their pri- 
vate Buildin 76s: The elegant Poet Claudian 
ſpeaking of them in general, ſays, 


Qua nil in terris coniplefitur altius ether, &C: 


Blondus, in his Book ac Roma Triumphante, 
ſays, That Cicero alone had eighteen great 
Houſes in the Country fit to be Palaces 
for Kings : Their Houſes were ſo exceſlive 
large, that a Man would wonder what 
uſe tliey could be of ; and therefore” Ya- 
tris wpbrails one of then, who. thought 
he was ſtraiten'd in his Dwelling, t us, whoſe 
Houſe 1s" no" larger than were all incinha- 
tus's Groutds.. Some” of WNero's Slaves had 
Kitchins' which took up. above two Acres 
of Ground; and the Lands of thoſe who 
laid rhe Foondation of the Empire, were 
of leſs" extent than the Cellars of ſame 
that came; afrer. Salut ſays, Their Hou- 
fes and”! ae were built in the manner 
of Citi Nay, Seneca, ae Benef. 7. 

ſays, 1at private Mens Houſes  oeHed 
the 'largenefs of great Cities. And Juve- 
nal, Sat. 14, ſays, ſome of them exceed-. 


-ed their chiefeſt Temples, and the Capi- 


wir ſelf, in heighth; and upon the tops 
uU 2 of 
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of thoſe high . Houſes they planitd Gar- 


- 


dens, Orchards, and Groves. 


Their Riches. and Ornament were ſuita- 
ble to. their Greatneſs, for they brought 
the moſt . skilfvl Architeas, from all the 
known parts of the World, whoſe Wit 
and Boldneſs was ſuch, that they attem- 
pted to effe& what Nature ſeem'd to deny. 
Lucullus caug?d Mountains to . be cut, to 
let the Sea into a Plezſure-bouſe of his 
near Naples, for the conveniency of keep- 
ing his Fiſh, and for that ſame purpoſe 
built Rooms in the Sea. 


Amongſt other Ornaments for their Hou- 
ſes, they delighted chiefly in Pillars or Co- 
lumns of great heighth, and ſometimes two 
hundred in number in one Gallery or En- 
try. They guilded the very Beams, Roofs, 
and Walls of their Chambers with Pictures 
and precions Stones intermingled ; and 
they ſo fram'd the movable Roofs of their 
Dining-rooms, that they could change them 
npon the bringing in of every new Courſe 
to the Table: And ſometimes they repre- 
ſented Groves, with Birds ſinging in them. 
And anſwerable to theſe Roofs were their 
Pavements ; whereupon Martial reptehends 
them for treading upon Onyx-ſtones, 


We 
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We fhall conclude this point with a ſhort 
Account of the Houſes of Domirian, Nero, 
and Heliogabalns. 


As to Domitian's, Plutarch ſays thus of it ; 
« If any Man wonder at the Magnificence 
of .the Capitol, weye he in Domitzaz's 
Palace, - and. ſaw but one Gallery, . Hall, 
Path, or Parlour for his Concubines, he 
would preſently cry out with Epichar- 
»-s, That all the Glory of the Capitol is 
but a Trifle, in compariſon of Domitian's 
own Houle, | 
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As to Nero's, Setopius deſcribes it thus : 
© In the Porch there was a Coloſſus, ſhap'd 
* like himſelf, _ One hundred and twenty 
* foot high ; the Houſe had three Gallerics 
* init, cach of them a Mile long; a ſtand- 
* ing Pool, like a Sea, forronnded with 
© Buildings in manner of a City ; Fields, 
© in! which were Arable Grounds, Paſtures, 
* Vineyards, and Woods, with a multitude 
* oF tame and wild Begſts of all kinds. In 
© the other parts thereof all was cover'd 
© with Gold, and ſhining with precious 
© Stones, or: Mother of Pearl, The Dining- 
* rooms were Roofed with Ivory Planks, 
©that were movyable for the caſting down 
© of Flowers, and had Pipes in them for 
© the ſprinkling of Oyntments. The Roof 
| of the principal Dining-room was round, 


and wheePd about Day and Night, ac- 
U 3 * cording 


/ 
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© cording to the Motion of the Heavens. 


C 
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And when . he had- thus finiſh'd this 
Houſe, he ſaid, He began to dwell like a 
Man. | : 


Then as to Heliogabalus, the fame Avu- 


thor gives an Account, ” That he built of 
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Cedar many Barges, whoſe Sterns were 
ſet with Pearls * and precious Stones ; 
they carried Sails of diverfe colours, and 
had in them Baths, Galleries, and Par- 
lours of great largeneſs, with variety of 
Vines, and Trees bearing Fruit; and 
lying along in thoſe, in the midſt of his 
Muſick, he was carried up and down 
the Coaſt of . Campania. In the bnilding 
of his Country-houſes he ſet aſide all 
Reaſon, and defſir'd nothing ſo much, as 
that which was told him could not be 
done ; ſo that he would order huge Piles 
to be laid in the Sea, to ſtop the courſe 
of it, cut through Rocks of - the hardeſt. 
Flint, rajſe the Plains as high as the 
Moyntains, and level the Mountains with 
the Flains. "ER > 


The next thing we take notice of is 


their Exceſs in Honſhold-ſtyff, Their Red 
ſteads by degrees came to be of Silver, 
then guilded, and at laſt of maſſy Gold. 
Nay, Heliogabalus had his Cloſeſtgols and 
Chamberp>ts of the ſame ; and *ftwas ordi- 
nary for them to have their Beds per- 
fom'd with rich and precious Ndours. 


' Then 
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Then for the Ornament of their Houſes,;they 
bought | them Pictures at _excefiive rates : 
Lucius | Lncullus gave for the, Copy of Gly- 
cera wich-a Chappelet of Flowers in her 
Hand, two Talents or Three hnndred and 
Eighty Pounds Sterling,  AHorrenſim the Ora- 
tor gave for, a Picture of the AZonaits 
One hundred: forty four thouſand Seftercts, 
or Twelve. hundred; ponnds Sterling; of 
which Seneca ſays wittily thus : What  aiffe- 
rence 1s there herein betwixt 6. 4nd -Chilaren, 
who value counterfeit Rings, ana Jewels, and 
Bracelets at high prices, yrs that we dote a- 
boat Statues and Piltnres, playing the fool at 
a dearer rate * Then the Workmanfhip of 
thoſe Pictures was. many. times laſcivions 
and bezſtly, and full of obſcene poſtires, 
enongh to corrupt the cliaſte Minds of the 
beholders, 


_ Their Luxury in Apparel, Dreſſing, &c. 
was equal to their Luxury in alf other 
things, Concerning their Effeminacy in 
neral,” Seneca ſays, © What is yet left of 
Good-manners or Faſhions we extinguiſh 
© by trimming and decking our Bodies ; 
” have exceeded the Niceneſs -of the 
* Women, and wear light and whoriſh 
© Colours, not becoming Matrons; We 
© faſhion our Gate to a wanton and min- 
©cing pace, and do not walk, but creep : 
© It 1s now held the accompliſh'd Gallan- 
© try of our Youth to frizzle their Hair 
© like Women, to ſpeak with an affeRted 
u 4 * \mall= 
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* ſmallneſs of Voice, in tenderneſs of Body 
© to match them , and to bedeck them- 
* ſelves with moſt undecent Trimming. 
In his Book De brevitate Yite, he ſays, How 
do they chafe if the Barber be never ſo 
little negligent. | How do they -take on if 
any thing be lopp'd off of their Foretops, 
if any thing lie out of order , if every 
thing fall not even into their- Rings and 


.Curls, which of theſe: would'- not chuſe, 


that the. State whereof he is a Member 
ſhould be in Combuſtion, rather than his Hair 
ſhould be diſplaited. It was common for 
them to have their Hair plaited behind, 
and -beſmear'd with Oyntments and Per- 
fumes; and for their Faces - they usd fo 
much Slibber-ſauce, ſuch daubing and pain- 
ting, that they look'd like Ulcers, Their 
Garments were artificially preſs'd; to make 
them ' ſhine brighter, and- ſo curiouſly plai-. 
ted, that Horrenſias the Orator commenced 
a Suit againſt his fellow in Office; for that 
meeting him by chance in .a+narrow-way., 
he had diforder'd the Plaits ;of his Robe; 
he held ir a capital matter, '*that*a Fokl 
upon his Shoulder was diſplac'd : And fo 
exceſſive they were in© the” multitade of 
their Apparel, . that. when'. any* of them 
went to the publick_ Baths; they- had as 
much Apparel carried after themas might 
well ſuffice a dozen of Men; Lucullus, 
ſays Horace, Ep. 6. had Five thouſand ſhort 
Clozks; and at their publick Feaſts they: 
Chang'd Suits at the coming in of every 
Courſe, 


a General Hiſfoy of Thong. 


Courſe, meerly. for - Oſtentation z*- as we 
have ſhew'd already. 


It was alſo uſual with them to - have 
Rings on every Finger, and ſometimes one 
for every Joynt, Nay, *tis recorded. of 
Charinxs, that he wore ſix upon every-Fin- 

er; and they arriv'd to that. heighth. of 
Rf in this point, that they had Summer- 
. rings and Winter-rings. 


Then as to their Women: If the Men 
were ſo njce, we may well ſuppoſe pat 
their Women exceeded, concerning whom 
Seneca, de Benef.- 7. 9, ſays, *©I ſee their 
Silken Apparel, . if it may be. calld. Ap- 
parel, wherewith they can neither cover 
their Bodies nox their Shame, which when 
a Woman wears, ' ſhe cannot ſafely ſwear 
that ſhe is not naked. Yet theſe things are 
brought from Nations with whom - we have 

no Traffick: that our Women may expoſe 
no leſs "to the. publick view when they 
come abroad, than they do to their Para- 
_ .  Lofja Paulina, a Wife, and afterwards 

Widow to'Cahonls the Emperor, when ſhe 
went to any ordinaxy Feaſt, us'd to have 
fo many©Jewels about her, that ſhe ſhone 
again as ſhe went, and offer'd to prove, 
that thoſe, /Ornaments alone ſtood her in 
Four hundred thouſand Seſterces. 


St. Tee 


An Effay-towards 


St. Jerome, 1n Vita Pauli Eremite, and Ter- 
eullian, de habitu Muljtbri, complain of the 
Prodigality of their Times, ſaying, That 
upon one Necklace himg the price of di- 
verſe Lopps ; and, that upon one Twine 
there were threaded np Ten hundred thou. 
fand' Seſterces. Nay, one Fearl bought by 
Fulins Ceſar for his Paratnour | Servilia, the 


Mother of ZBrurxs, 'coſt him Sixty hundred 


thouſand Seſterces,-or near Forty-five thou- 
ſand pounds Sterling, *© Nay, faith Seneca, 
© the Women had- not ſufficiently brought 
© the Men into ſubjeQton, if they did _not 
© hang. two or three Patrimonies at” each 
© Far, Propertins accuſes the Roman Ma- 
trons of jetting” 1t abott, with the Eſtates 
of their Heirs upon them; Yet..all. this 
had been more tolerable, had they not 
worn them upon their Feet, of which Pliny 
can hardly fpeak with Patience. Lib.33, 3, 
© Let ovr Women, faith he, wear their 
Pearl and precious Stones upon” every 
Finger, abont their Necks, in their Ears, 
upon their Chappelets and” Treſles; but 
muſt they alſo wear them npon” their 
Feet? And Book 9g. 35, he ſays, Nay, 
they garniſh' their Feer with them, and 
not. only the higher, but the lower part 
of their Slippers, {ſo that it 48 not held 
ſufficient to wear Pearl, unleG we tread 
and walk upon It, | 
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Lampridius tells us of Heliogabalus, that 
he wore Jewels curiouſly engraven on his 
Feet, as if the Gravings of famons Work- 
men'could be diſcern'd there. ” 


Their Women did not 'bluſh to own, 
that they painted their Eyebrows and Fa 
ces, and dy'd their Hair, and had ſuch in- 
finite numbers of little Boxes full of Traſh 
for hiding their Deformities, that Ovid, as 

reat an Admirer of the fair Sex as he was, 
ys, Non ſemel hic ſtomacha nauſee falls 
meo ; 1. e. They. bad oftentimes turr?d his St0- 


mach. 


Their  Looking-glaſſes were in heighth 
and breadth anſ{werable to their . Bodies, 
engraven in their Borders with Gold and 
SILVET,. and emboſs'd. with precious Stone ; 

ome of thoſe, ſays Seneca, Nat.. Oueſt, 
{1 1% colt more than. the Ancients 


£< ane 6 jn- Dowry with. their Danghters ; 


* nay, than, that; which by publick allow. 


a given the Danghters of the 
i. by on rs... And a littie further 


ys Now a days, fays he, that Dow- 
ry. which the People of Rome gaye with 
IP $. Daughter, will not ſuffice to buy 
« laſs. 


for. a. Manumited Slave*'s Daugh- 
t et that was Eleven thouſand Aﬀes, 
© w ch was upwards of Forty pound Ster- 


 * ling; ſo that by this we-may gneſs what 


f ©, Luxury reign'd among Perſons of Quality. 
Then 


An Eſfay towards 
Then as to © the number of their Ser- 
vants,. they were ſo numerous, that Athe- 


neus ſays, ſome of them had above Twenty 
thouſand. 


 Marcellinus deſcribes their Order of rang- 
ing their Servants.when they went abroad, 
aS if it had been an Army, inſomuch that 
they were under a neceſlity of having Com- 
ptrollers, or Nomenclators, to tel] them 
the Names of their Servants. And, that 
their Women did alſo exceed in this kind, 
may be gather'd from St, Ferome's Epiſtle 
to Furia, wherein he forbids her to go a- 
broad with an Army of Eunuchs marching 
before ler, after the manner of licentious 
Widows. | 


Thus we have finiſh'd our ColleQions 
from the Koman Hiſtory, which are ſufficient 
to demonſtrate, that that great Empirewas 


ryjr'd by Luxury and Uneleanneſs, and will 
ſerve to convince any judiclovs.Reader what 
Monſters particular Men, and whole Nati-' | 


ons, become when judicially given up-of 
ro work all manner -of Uncleanneſs. wi 
Greedineſs. er. . 2/5 dh 2 


" : 
. 


We come in the next place:to ſgarch in- 
to Eccleſiaftical Hiſtory, to fee what we can 
find for our purpoſe there. .; In the 2d Book 
of Euſebius we find, that Simon Magus, that 
great Enemy to the Chriſtian Religion, i 
| ace 


| Nicholas , one: | 


@ General -Hiſtow of Whozing: 
accus'd of keeping' company with one Hele- 
»4,, who had my been a common Pro- 


ſtitute in the Stews of Tyre, a City of Phenj- 
cia, whom his Followers : call the prime No- 


. #50n Or firſt Conception from him, and us'd to 


proſtrate themſelves before the Images and 
Pictures of this £;mor and his Strumpet He- 
lena, "And ſuitable to this was their Pra- 
ciſe, viz. fo impure, that *twas impoflible 
for Men of Modeſtyto utter them, by reaſon 
of their exceſſive Obſcenity, there being no- 
thing to be invented ſo impure, which their 
lewd Se& did not far ſurpaſs; deluding ſil- 
ly Women laden with all manner of Iniquity ; 
2 pregnant and ſtrong Inſtance that Impuri- 

ty of Life and Principle leads Men naturally 
to 2 hatred of true Religion. 


ef next Inſtance is in Book 3, Cap. 28, of 
the Heretick Cerinthws, of whom he fays, 
That being a Lover of his Body, and alto= 
nally minded, he earneſtly luſted 
"thing wherein he dreamt the 
*conliſted, viz. in the ſa- 
and of thoſe parts beneath 
Ws Meats, Drinks, and Mar- 
ephorus, tb. 3, cap. 14; ſays, 

e name of Sacrifices Cerinthus 
L- he E WEnt make a ſhew of 


En 


ſty and Decen 


0h, So be ER a; an account of the N;- 
colaitans, W i denomination from 
'the Deacons concerning 
whom 


An Eſſay totvatds 
whom they fay, That liaving a'beantifut 
Wife; ard being accos'd of Jeatouſie by the 
Apoſtles, he brought his Wife forth,” and 
permitted her to marry whom ſhe had a mind 
ro, and that his Followers pretending to 
imitate him, gave themielves up to all man- 
ner of Fornication, but that thoſe Hereticks 
were On a ſudden wholly extinct. 


Bok 14; Cap. 7, he gives us an account of 
the Gmoſticks, who boaſted of their amorous 
Potions; and of certain Spirits and Fami- 
hars, maintain'd; that thex who' would ar- 
rive to' Perfettion in their Myſteries: mult. 
a&t all things that were moſt filthy aid uh- 
clean; beirig no-other” ways/able to avoid'the 
Rulers of the World, as they call them; un- 
leſs they diſtributed to all of them their Oues 
by moſt filthy'and deteſtable A&s'of Obſce- 
nity, which brought'a-Scandal on theChriſtzans 
of thoſe'Times, as if they'had indulgathem: 
ſelves'in' promiſcuous Uncleannefs'w1 
Mothers and Siſters ; but the Trot ad"Ph. 
rity of'their Do&rin'and did qu 
ly-vindicate it ſelf from thoſe Caltnt . 


Book's, Cap: 8, he gives, rei: acc ant” of | 
Origer's e ſaline Vi Sun 
ſtanding thoſe words" Tn Hy as 
teral ſenſe, VIL. Some Lek Spa, 


themſelves Eunuchs f Ciclo 
oon 


ſake; This ſhews As: 

Uncleanneſs was conflwns 

in his'time; and how careful” e wasto avoid 
gi- 


”. WW FR i777 ws. 


ſion. to wake, that a Love | 
om > 2X agreat Mative to the. Dezſts and 
Socimian; of our Times to embrace thoſe dam- 


a General Hiſfimy of UWhozing. 
giving.any occaſion; of Slander. to the;Ene- 
mies of the Chriſtian/Religion, tho” this At 
in it ſelf was no way. juſtifiable. pa 


Book.7, Cap. 39, he. gives us. an Account, 


that Paulus Samoſatenus, Who. ſpoke; againſt 


the Godhead of Jeſus Chrult,, and-:became. a 
Founder of that Hereſie, was. a ſenſual 

countenanc'd thoſe call d. Subiztroduc'd Wo- 
men, who. were neither Wives nor Concu- 


bines,. but a third fort, whom they kept, as- 


they: pretended, not. to gratifie their Luſts, 


but. out of a pious. defign : And they-. take... 


particular notice, that this Paul glutted him-- 
ſelf with all Senſual Delights, as. Feaſting, 
Drinking, and. the like, which are the com- 
mon Incentives of Luſt, and that. he carried 
two beautiful Women conſtantly along with 
him. And thus he is accus'd.by an Aſſembly 
of Biſhops, in their Letter to the Biſhop. of 

ome and Alexandria, which confirms the 
vation we have had ſometimes. occa- 

ce, that a Love to Senſual Pleaſures 


nable Hereſies. 


&; 1a his Sth Book we have an Account, That 
a Gentlewoman, at:&myoch and two beauritul 
Virgins/her Daughters, threw themſelves in-. 


to a Riyer, where. 

ther than would.Jybmit to the Brugiſh 
Luſts of their:Heathen Perſecuters. And in 
Cap. 14, of that ſame Book, we have a Rela- 
tion, 


were drown'd, Ta- 


oy ——_— > es -— p_ — 


| having contemri'd 


An Eſlay towatds 
tion, how Maxentivs, and ether Perſecuters 
of the Chriſtians, omitted no manner of Atti- - 
on that was impure and libidinous ; they 
committed Adylteries and Rapes of all ſorts; 
he parted Husbands, by Divorce, from their 
lawful Wives; atid when he had defild them 
he moſt djſhonourably ſent them back again 
to their Husbands. And thus he treated 
Perſons of all Qualities.” He paſſed- through 
no City in his Journey without raviſhing 
Women and Virgins ; and theſe his vile Pra- 
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all Perſons, the 4 gs wv only excepted, who 
aoted Women of Alexandria, being a beauti« *- 
ry with him, choſe rather to expoſe he 

2 Roman Lady, whoſe Husband was Prefect * 
Husband had, for fear, permit 

rather than ſhe would be« 


Riſes ſucceeded according to his deſireagainſt 

| th, defpis'd his outra- 
gious: Tyranny: |, And thus one of the moſt 
ful Perſon, and ſollicited ts commit Adultes * 
to Danger, and ſo was ſent into exile : And | 
of Kome, being ſent for by 1axciitius; Wits 
der to be defil'd by him, and fink 
diers to carry her away; , the} | 
ful Tyrant. So that tc he” 
who call themſelves: Chrajt 
their abominable- Leah 
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e Character of thei Per fecater 


thing cquld be m 
Chriſtians than ſuch vlemracit 
who bear that Naniedamow: 
ſelves in. But to returntoth 


+ v , 


a General Þiſtozy.of Whozing: 


Tyranny Max6ntius, the. Divine Vengeance - 
urſy'd. him ;- for, his Army being defeated 
y Conſtantine, he him and a great part 

of them, were drowh'd in the Tiber, after 

which his Corps were dragg'd out, and_ his 

Head being cut off, it was carried about on 

a Launce; as a joyful Spectacle to the Peo- 

ple. 


4 


Enki alſo takes notice, that the Hea- 
thens were at that time panda with inte- 
ſine Wars, Famine, and Peſtilence, on the 
account. of their Ferſecution and thoſe im- 
| pare: _ , and, that Galerins Maximia= 
bo his t Perſecu tio F. "4p Chriſtians 

had alſo. dded Impurity 0 died of a 

nolſk, aper 1n his expe ores and 
a F, 


; +; o_ to the Horrour and Amaze- 


lth; Fore ahout him, the ſtink of 
being ple, that it kill'd 


5 US.80 Account 
bom who to his 

li gion and Learn» 
le Unclean- 


* Husbands, 
Dy, is Slaves. 
Was feat, that 


ava e the 

us'c Ferri Wo- 
the fulfilling of 

itt gent purſy” 
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him ; for es oyercome- by Conſtantine the 
Great, and continuing unreclaimable, [nots 
withſtanding the Clemency- ugd towards hint 
by that gracious Chriſtian Emperor, he-or- 
der'd him to be-ſtrangFd : And thus was his 
Exit ſuitable to his inglorious Life. 


Socrates, tib.'s; cap-18, gives us an Account, 
That the Heathen Romans had- Vitualling- 
houſes under Ground, wherein they proſti- 
tnted Whores, . by which Derices they -tre- 
panr'd many perſons, ſome going-in thither 
co ſupply themſelves with Food, others :t0 
ſatisfe their libidimous- and filthy. erg 
for by a. certain"Engine purpoſely made for 
that end, they were convey'd' from po 
Aualling: -houſe down-into the By 
mee they were _ to work, and condi 
nued there till they were grown'e = 
being never ſuffer?d to! Bocm | 
ons took it for gr ther the he 
This Trick was chiefly put: nporSt 
and was diſcover'd by je of -tþ Y it 


Theodofius's Soars, hab Y £ v | pps 


Dagger that wonld hav: detai Pann ; 
eſcaping 6 hr mers, quainted-the Em- 
peror with 1 It, IRE *ENOLE FIOT 


be pulFd Joins « 
be puniſh'd. ©. At 
they had, 'which' was 'abe 
' Emperor, of which he 'giv | g 
Account : If a Woman were: faken in/Adul- 


tery, they ſhut hervp in a narrow Brothel- 
houſe, 
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houſe, and forc'd her to play the Whore in 
a moſt 4mpudent , manner ;.and- during. the 
prffperanor.of that unclean AR, they caus'd 
le Bells to be rung, to the end that what 
was;done within mi ght be-known. to. thoſe 
who paſſed by ; of which the Emperor Theo+ 
doſins being inform'd, heorder'd thoſe Stews 
to .be pulPd down, and commanded, that 
Women taken in Adultery ſhould . be others 
wiſe puniſh'd.. -It's true that Yaleſias, in bis 
Notes.upon this. Paſſage; thinks tliat this Cu- 
ſtom was diſcontinu'd long before,-Adultery 
being ans by. the Romans as a capital 
cn after. Couſtantine's Reign, and fays, 
were , comman Proltitutes, who 

s to-invite Paſſengers into them ; 
dar gels Dis C aſus, ſpeaking of the Empe- 
ror Heliogabalus, thus : Having made a' Cell 
mithin the Palace, be atted bis Lechery therein, 
ſtands; males before the: Daor thereof, as W. bores 
ſually-do; ſhaking bis Shirt, which mas hung up 
pirh Golden Rizgs, und v7cb « /off, delicate, bro- 
| e inuitin Com 14ni0ns: to him., $0 
iplain that -thoſe 
racis'd by the Hea- 
$ Or. je wa (whenceths 
they ated 
vy'd by the Chri- 
of thoſe who call 
me, in our 


In 
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tn the 1 9th Chapter of that ſame Book, he 
relates how the Office: of the Penitentiary 
Presbyter was abrogated at Conſtantinople, be- 
cauſe a certain Gentlewoman, who had by 
him been injoyn'd to Prayer and Faſting in 
the Church, upon the account of her Faults, 
Was debauch'd there by the Deacon of the 
faid Church, for which he was ejected, and 
the People were in hazard of making a Tu- 
mult, hecanſe that Fa& had bronght an = 
my and Diſgrace wor the Church ; 
therefore Exdemon, a Presbyter of that Church, 
advis'd Nettarins the Biſhop to aboliſh the 
Penitentiary Precbyters, and to leave every 
perſon to his own Conſcience for the PRE” 
Cipation of the Holy Myſteries, 


Evagrins Scholaſticus, 1n his.3d ee 5 C: 
gives us an Account, That the Emperor v 
was a lewd debauch'd Man ; that. 
himſelf wholly upto the Attem) S an Alare- 
ments of Luſt; that he reſtrain'd him Sw 
no manner of filthy and fagitio 
wallow'd in the-commiſſion re jo fu ck | 
a manner, that he thought-jr vile 
to commit-thoſe things in'Darkneſs EE 
ſcurity, and-that to perpetrate M.,0 
and in EY he-accounted 
becoming\an E = 


Theſe Courſss Aid oachls —\ 2, 
odious in the ſight” of all -Men 5 whereupon 
Baſiliſcas* improving the general Hatred 
againſt. 


_ ++ & 


againſt Zexo, uſurp'd the' Imperiat- Diadem, 
and dethron'd him : It's true, that Zeno af- 
terwards reobtain'd his Crown, and. coun- 
terfeited the good-Chriſtiaa ;; but: perſiſting 
however in his Impurities. and Drunkenneſs, 
which threw him into an Epilepſic or Falling- 
ſickneſs, he was miſerably buried by the Em- 
preſfes Order, (ſays Baronixs) in one of thoſe 
ar oh and when he recover d. in his Grave, 
and cried to the Souldiers to. take  him-our, 
they'anſwer'd, That there was. another choſen 
in hs room ;, whereupon he intreated to-be 
taken out, and ſuffer'd at leaſt to. end his days 
in a Monaſtery; but this was. alſo; denied 
him, and in this miſerable condition he end- 
ed his wretched Life, while the Souldiers in 


the"mean time did barbarouſly ſcoff at him. 


This Method did his Empreſs Ariadne take 
to be reveng'd on him for having defil'd ker 
Bed, which tho? it cannot be-juſtified in her, 
Hos certainly” be. juſtified, as coming 
on the Hand of God. 


Evagrius, Book 3, Cap. 39, g1ves us an ac- 
count ofa wicked Tax, that had continued a 
1ong time amongthe Romans, call'd Chry/ar- 
ok which was impos'd-upon thoſe \V o- 
men who profticuted themſelves, - and alſo 
npon Catamites, inſornuch'that this Tax, in- 
ſtead of 'a Law, made load Proclamation, 
That choſe who had a mind, might- ſecurely, aud 
with Impunity, commit ſuch abominable Lechery ; 
which the good Emperor Anaftaſinxs. thought 


fo diſgraceful toa Chriſtian Empigze, that be 
wrnl) os R ; not 
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"An Efſay'towatds/: 
not only aboliflyd the faid/Tax, þot burnt all 
the Records'concerning it, and the Papers 
which contajn'd-the Methods of colle&ing ir, 
that none of 'his Succeſſors' might" renew the 
Infamy of this ExaQtion. | 


Having thiis taken a ſhort view of what is: 
to be found ſvirable to” our purpoſe ''in; the 
Ecclefiaſticat Hiſtories' of Euſebins, Sotrates, 
and Evagrins, we ſhall: conclude this arr 
with ſome” account of the Pennance which 
the Ancients injoin'd upon Chrift;ans for Un- 
cleannefs, ' viz, ' The 'time of Pennance for. 
Fornication was Seyen Years, and for Aulte 


Fifteen, 'Fhe Penitents nred themſelves 
before the Door of the burch; in- poor; ſor- 
did, and ragged Apparel; being e Pd'in- 

npon their 


to the Church. the Teceiv'd Aſhes 
Heads and Bair-Cloth upon" their . Bodies, 
and then went'6vt'of the Church, the Pogr 
being uſually ſhut afrer them. It was-cn 
mary for them to remain ſhut -up 'weeping 
and groaninp, unleſs on Feſtival days,/-when 
they preſented” them ſlves "in the ©burrh 
Porch ; ſome timefter they were admirtsd 
to hear the Le@nres, . with command to go 
out before Prayers: - A Cend of a certain 
time chey were allowW"to "pray With the 
Congregation, but ly ihg, Al-ajonet vpon the 
Earth, and atTengrh." were foffer bo to pray 
ſtanding, until the *Offertory, when they 
went out : The fpace 'of* time was often a- 
bridg'd” bythe Clergy, according 'as tliey 
nIN F per- 
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gence?” ” dei 
at ys. w fe he N- 
neſs Iy- 
ians* 4) mens Rec 4 hr" that 
Eu igY; n6 Mercy nor cefor them 
that. were gvilty/of Unc Ok * once 
or twice. Nay, ſome ; $ Tay, "That in 


the * firſt, times perpet 

joln'd for Adultery, oe Lo, were ſcarce! 

itted into Communlian at” the "Hour Yy 
, Uill Pope Zephyzioms, abobt the Year 

216, appointed « ries time, whetein' He 


"up OR ſed by, the Afices Churches, The 


Aino.315, appointed feyen 
$A fe Fas, and ppon 


| Feta the rece vin kg myo 
R +. hopes oh 1. the 
they ora the 
any ſuch .2 

rey. F, 
that the C:- 
Pay 'd 96 


s OE S 
ſt: 0 hoſe: Impuritics 
F:age bear that. Name 


which wapy .of tho! pms 
Le ed the Be qathay * his time, as he does 
tor donna F te Gre P. 39, 40 


fc. Thit ab ode? 4, 


HY 


An Effay towards 


Marriages, Propagation, Adutteries, and Ban- 
quets of their Gods, they had turn'd Heaven into 
a Comical SCENy 4 % bs Religion into Scorn 
and Laughter ? therg being, nothing more 
uſual with at than to hang their Rooms 
with the Piltures. f their Gods, drawn i in the 
moſt obſcene Wires, and engag'd in the 
molt filthy wad Ciſhoncl ations, enough to 
ſhame even Vice it ſelf. Theſe, ſays he, are 
xbe Original Patterns of your ſoft Effeminacy ; 
this ts your brutiſh and prophane Divinity ; theſe 
are the Doftrines of your Gods, Copartners with 
you in your Uncleanneſs and Adultery. 


The like we may obſerve from that. ' 0 
ſage of Tertullian, ad Nationes, tb. 1, 
where he ſays, That he knew. of ſome «ſ 
bands, when Heatkens, who were" ſo very. 
jealous of their Wives tand poſkbly not with- 
ont reaſon) that” a' Mouſe could not ſtir in 
the Room, but it muſt be a Gallant creeping 
to their Bed : Yer, upon their | 
ſtiaxs, they" became ſo eminently TE 
chaſte, and modeſt, that there w the + 
leaſt Foundation Suſpicion ; rag hc 
ſie was.converted -into Hatred, and- they 


yow'd they had rather,/their Wives vu 
be Strumpets thap CHOU, * SmÞ. \ 


Of the ſame nature iS» "the Paſtigh, oc ors 
gen'to Celſus,, lib. 1,p+24, where beſays;They 
meaning the Heathe - muſt. needs confeſs the 

 Excehency ana, Divinity of Chriſt s Doftrin, who 
do byg look no Lives of thoſe who adhere unto 


it; . 


a General Hiſtozy of Thonug: 313 
it, comparmg their former Courſe of -Life, with 
that which they now lead, and conſidering in what 
Impurities, Lufts, and Wickedneſs every one .of 
them wallow'd before they embraced this Dothris - 
but ſince,, how much better they are become, inſo- 
pgs ea them, our of a more tranſcen- 
dent deſire of Purity, and that t y wor (hi; 
God with a chaſte Mind, deny Ph Fon ay 
Pleaſures of a Lawful Bed, And,lib. 7, p; 365, 
That the Chriſtians had no need, as ſome of the 
beſt among the Gentiles had, to nſe Arts and 
Medirines, or t0.bave Guardians over them, to 


preſerve their Chaſtity, the Word of God bein 


ſufficient to expel iregular Appetites. Nay, an 
that which is'more qblervable, Ply, tho a 
Heathen himſelf, and a p , wrote to 


che Ethperor Trjes, That rhe Cl3Gten de 
teſt ed" Mixrther, Adultery, and ſnch other Ungod- 


kneſs. © 


cap. 9, p-19, 
whereas 


©, 
TY 2} 4 
- 
- 


- 
o 


4- 

- © ad . 
"FF . 
% MN ” 5 ; - 
* Y > " £40 WJ = 
TW YIHOAN MYGOE WDO 


- 
. k - 
vs £ 
\ . = 


18 an, Gay tolyarns 


And t this, oY hy hrs not to have 
been their” t alſo their Pra- 
yas F- SO ne; Inſtances of the Cha- 
pA he Dorerby of, Rome's'Wite, who 
\ neared to'kill her ſelf than'to be UefiPa 
by the Emper or \Maxevtius, as before men- 
tion'd, . Abd that roirkable Inſtance rela- 
ted St. "from, in the Life of Paul the Her- 
mit, Tom, 1, p, 237: 3 the WA TOTTE 
thon, «Young Man, a oe har - Howe 
of his 2 ,_ Was "Carri SHEN 
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a GeneralHiſſoup of Whotzing. 
other End; ba” the bringing- up: of "Children - 

Whoever among .# takes 4 WH. according tathe 
Laws preſcrilfd us, be reckons be 'daes it 'vnly for 
the Maths of Children ; within this his Deſires 
are bound and limited; a«' the! Huchandman' con- 
cerns bimſclf no further in 1illivg his: Graund _ 
ſawing bis Corn, than to bring forth the C 
Harueft.” And hence it was that t _ 
married oftener than once, as Min thus Felix 


us, lib. 5," pi264, fays, 
75 only 10 keey noder 
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»/..- An Eſſaykowards-- 
ous Diſhes, all which muſt not, only kindle, 
but add Fuel to the Fire, and fill the Mind 


' with undecent Thoughts and Deſires. 


St. Gerome on the other hand does as much 
commend ſuch Virgins who always kept at 
home'on Feſtival days, to avoid the crowds 
and Gazes of the People, and would. never 
£0 abroad at thoſe times when. they could 
not venture into the ps ublick without,.the 
greateſt Care and Cultody of themſelves. 
Such was: the Carticulaok, of the (43 
Chriſtians, ' they ſtood at. 
whatever was oli 
or Ears. "Their 
all looſe idle Song 
Diſcourſes; their Eyes they. « 
uncomely. Objects,” fiton ar d Ja {civic 
ne + = Pk BE 
not doing-a n that ſe earTy an 
I s Ba da aFh 


Church ang even 
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k P * on Bf +4 6 jb \ hs 
a GenerafHitfow of hone: \ B15 | 

F/7 Orin Minutjas, Felixs/and St. FJerdme, \ 

inveighd alſo againſt /ſecond Marriages, 
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wherein 'tho* they not only” without, 
hp but even againſt Divine Authority, ſeeing 
the Apoſtle limits no number of Times, but 
u ſays poſitively, that 3+ 7s better ro marry chan to- 
s burn, yet it ſhews how careful the* ancient 
E Chriſtians were"to 'avoid thoſe Impurities, 
: which'many who call themſelves Chriſtians - 
CN uy bs now to be a Crime. | 


p Ambroſe Tays, The Apoſtle did well to warn 
: 

e 

1 

$ 

5 

1 


%F ww 


” * TP | 


ONTW 5 pond 
"5 va — 


T5 


Qbaſtity is mc 


*-Ericing Putecinus faith, 


4 jd ey 1g and Dainties., A 


SETMOn, : boy js 


fb ep "Ee Inſtance of the Et. 
unkenneſs; viz. © That the SO c, 


e Cyrsl a nobleCitizen of Hippo, w 
n/wbom be lov'd even pp 


& "bs, not contradiftin 


P aa ad In | 
0 CKWil-high of 
LO | , 
[ - 


